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Coronavirus
forces changes
to courts, jails

By STEPHEN PAULSEN
stephen@bigbendsentinel.com

FAR WEST TEXAS — As the
coronavirus pandemic upends life
across the country, it’s forcing
courts and law enforcement
authorities to reassess how they
handle everything from lawsuits to
inmate releases.

Lockdowns have put all but
essential court proceedings on
hold. Social-distancing rules have
largely made jury trials and other
trappings of the legal system out of
the question.

Meanwhile, authorities across the
country have come under pressure
to start releasing inmates in jail
or prison (including those not yet
convicted of a crime) who suffer
from health issues or who were
charged with nonviolent offenses —
especially as cases of coronavirus
have cropped up at some detention
facilities.

A sheriff’s deputy in California
died last week after contracting
coronavirus from an inmate, and
New York City reported its first
inmate death from coronavirus over
the weekend. In Philadelphia, the
city’s jails have worse infection
rates than any other part of the city.

Sandy Wilson, district attorney
for the tri-county, said Big Bend
authorities are already grappling
with the same issues.

By next week, she estimates her
office will finish running through a
list of people in tri-county jails who
qualify for temporary release. She
also said she has already helped to
bond and release three nonviolent
inmates to protect defendants and
law enforcement workers from
coronavirus.

Only certain nonviolent offenders
qualify for temporary release,
Wilson said — and as a general rule,
she is only trying to keep violent
ones detained. She also stressed that
people will return quickly to jail if
they reoffend.

Wilson and her staff are working
from home, though they do attend
some court hearings via Zoom
conference. When someone is
arrested for a jailable offense,
authorities are working to get them
processed more quickly, Wilson
said.

At press time, it’s unclear how
others in the local criminal justice
system are reacting to the threat
of coronavirus, or whether it’s
changed their thinking on criminal
justice procedures. Judge Roy
Ferguson, Brewster County Sheriff
Ronny Dodson and Presidio County
Danny Dominguez did not respond
to multiple requests for comment.

The Presidio County Sheriff’s
Office previously said it’s taking
precautions to keep coronavirus
from spreading at its jails,
including through extra cleaning
and screenings of attorneys and
defendants. Visitations at local jails
are currently suspended by orders of
Governor Greg Abbott.

But as authorities across the state
work to secure temporary releases,
Texas law might be working against
them. The state has “enhancement”
clauses that make punishments
for some crimes, like arson and

burglary, more harsh during
disasters.
And as part of his disaster

declaration, Governor Greg Abbott
also extended the amount of time
someone could be held in detention
without trial. “You can stay in jail
for over 90 days now, without
an indictment,” DA Wilson said.
“Our goal is to make sure that isn’t
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Texas A&M departments collaborated to build and donate a shipping container clinic to Presidio. The clinic will be run by Preventative Care Health

Services.

Shipping container clinic
arrives in Presidio

By ABBIE PERRAULT
abbie@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — While the Big Bend region faces challenges with access
to healthcare from time to time, those in Presidio and the smaller outlying
towns are more acutely aware of just how far care can sometimes be. This
week, Preventative Care Health Services, whose Presidio clinic and dentist
office is located at 1501 N Erma Avenue, received a boost in facilities.
A program out of Texas A&M delivered a shipping container, outfitted to
provide additional clinic space for coronavirus testing.

Oscar Mufioz, director of the Colonias Program at A&M, coordinated
between A&M departments to bring the Presidio clinic to fruition. While
students in A&M’s “BUILD” program have been outfitting shipping
container clinics for a while, they have typically been shipping these across
the globe, from Costa Rica to Iraq. But Mufloz — whose program studies
Texas neighborhoods that lack many basic utilities — entered a plea to
BUILD.

“They continued to build these clinics and were sending them abroad
until we asked if we could be the recipients of the clinics to serve colonias.
So far we’ve received two: one is in Laredo and the other in Presidio,” he
said in a phone call this week.

Pema Garcia oversees the western portion of the program, and partnered
with the regional hospital to coordinate the different service providers that
are going to be using the clinic. “Even though Presidio has a health clinic,
this unit can help provide additional services, or it can be put on a trailer to
be able to provide health access to the smaller communities around Presidio

(Continued on page 2)

La clinica de contenedores de
envio llega a Presidio

Por ABBIE PERRAULT
abbie@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — Si bien la region de Big Bend enfrenta desafios con el
acceso a la atencion médica de vez en cuando, aquellos en Presidio y las
ciudades periféricas mas pequefias son mas conscientes de cuan lejos puede
estar la atencion a veces. Esta semana, los Servicios de Salud de Atencién
Preventiva, cuya clinica de Presidio y consultorio de dentista se encuentra
en 1501 N Erma Avenue, recibieron un impulso en las instalaciones. Un
programa de Texas A&M entregd un contenedor de envio, equipado para
proporcionar espacio clinico adicional para las pruebas de coronavirus.

Oscar Muiioz, director del Programa de Colonias en A&M, coordind
entre los departamentos de A&M para llevar a buen término la clinica de
Presidio. Mientras que los estudiantes en ¢l programa “BUILD” de A&M
han estado equipando clinicas de contenedores de envio por un tiempo,
por lo general los han estado enviando a todo el mundo, desde Costa Rica
a Irak. Pero Mufloz — cuyo programa de colonias estudia los vecindarios
de Texas que carecen de muchos servicios basicos — hizo una stplica para
BUILD.

“Continuaron construyendo estas clinicas y las enviaban al extranjero
hasta que les preguntamos si podiamos ser los receptores de las clinicas
para atender a las colonias. Hasta ahora hemos recibido dos: uno esta en
Laredo y el otro en Presidio ”, dijo en una llamada telefonica esta semana.

Pema Garcia supervisa la parte occidental del programa y se asocié con
el hospital regional para coordinar los diferentes proveedores de servicios
que utilizaran la clinica. “A pesar de que Presidio tiene una clinica de salud,

(continda en la pagina 3)

BBRMC struggles as
coronavirus approaches

By STEPHEN PAULSEN
stephen@bigbendsentinel.com

ALPINE — Rural hospitals were struggling long before the coronavirus,
and at the Big Bend Regional Medical Center in Alpine, coronavirus has
made financial problems worse.

Over the past week, BBRMC has announced worker furloughs and financial
restructuring. It’s a microcosm of a problem nationwide and especially in
Texas, which has seen at least 20 small-town hospitals close since 2013.

Ruth Hucke, a spokesperson for the hospital, confirmed there had been
furloughs in an email Monday. Furloughing workers is an “unfortunate
but necessary step” as the hospital works to “conserve resources wherever
possible,” she said.

BBRMC did not respond by press time to questions about how many
workers had been furloughed. But Hucke stressed the furloughs do not
include “medical personnel,” and the hospital looks forward to welcoming
back laid-off workers “when the pandemic subsides.”

Then, in an email on Tuesday, BBRMC announced that its parent company,
Quorum Health, had filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy. The news release
stressed that BBRMC is “unaffected” and will continue caring for patients
and paying staff and suppliers while the parent company restructures its debt.

The company said financial restructuring is necessary to protect the
hospital’s “long-term financial stability” and ensure it has “the resources and
cash flow needed to address the COVID-19 crisis and continue caring for
patients and the community.”

“I couldn’t be prouder of our dedicated physicians, nurses and other team
members,” Rick Flores, CEO of BBRMC, said in the statement. “We are
grateful for the community’s loyalty and continued support through this
challenging time.”

A pandemic might seem like a strange time for hospitals to downsize, but
BBRMC isn’t alone.

In states across the country, including Texas, officials have suspended
elective surgeries and other non-essential medical work during the pandemic.

(Continued on page 2)

BBRMC lucha a medida que
se acerca el coronavirus

Por STEPHEN PAULSEN
stephen@bigbendsentinel.com

ALPINE — Los hospitales rurales estaban luchando mucho antes del
coronavirus, y en el Centro Médico Regional Big Bend en Alpine, el
coronavirus ha empeorado los problemas financieros.

Durante la semana pasada, BBRMC ha anunciado permisos de
trabajadores y reestructuracion financiera. Es un problema de microcosmos
en todo el pais y especialmente en Texas, que ha visto cerrar al menos 20
hospitales de pequeiias ciudades desde 2013.

Ruth Hucke, portavoz del hospital, confirmé que habia habido permisos
en un correo electronico el lunes. Permitir a los trabajadores es un “paso
desafortunado pero necesario” ya que el hospital trabaja para “conservar
los recursos siempre que sea posible”, dijo.

BBRMC no respondio al cierre de esta edicion las preguntas sobre cuantos
trabajadores habian sido despedidos. Pero Hucke enfatizo que los permisos
no incluyen “personal médico”, y el hospital espera dar la bienvenida a los
trabajadores despedidos “cuando la pandemia disminuya”.

Luego, en un correo electronico el martes, BBRMC anuncié que su
empresa matriz, Quorum Health, se habia declarado en bancarrota por
el Capitulo 11. El comunicado de prensa enfatiz6 que BBRMC no se
ve afectado y continuara atendiendo pacientes y pagando al personal y
proveedores mientras la empresa matriz reestructura su deuda.

La compaiiia dijo que la reestructuracion financiera es necesaria para
proteger la “estabilidad financiera a largo plazo” del hospital y garantizar
que tenga “los recursos y el flujo de efectivo necesarios para abordar la
crisis COVID-19 y continuar atendiendo a los pacientes y la comunidad”.

“No podria estar mas orgulloso de nuestros dedicados médicos, enfermeras
y otros miembros del equipo”, dijo Rick Flores, CEO de BBRMC, en el
comunicado. “Estamos agradecidos por la lealtad de la comunidad y el
apoyo continuo durante este momento dificil”.

Una pandemia puede parecer un momento extrafio para que los hospitales
reduzcan su tamafio, pero BBRMC no esta solo.

(continda en la pagina 3)

Coronavirus
obliga a
cambios en
tribunales,
carceles

Por STEPHEN PAULSEN
stephen@bigbendsentinel.com

TEXAS DEL OESTE LEJOS
— a medida que la pandemia de
coronavirus cambia lavidaentodo el
pais, esta obligando a los tribunales
y las autoridades policiales a
reevaluar como manejan todo,
desde demandas hasta liberaciones
de presos.

Los bloqueos han suspendido
todos los procedimientos judiciales,
excepto los esenciales. Las reglas de
distanciamiento social han excluido
en gran medida los juicios con
jurado y otras trampas del sistema
legal.

Mientras tanto, las autoridades de
todo el pais han sido presionadas
paracomenzar aliberar alos reclusos
en la carcel o prision (incluidos los
que aun no han sido condenados
por un delito) que sufren problemas
de salud o que fueron acusados de
delitos no violentos, especialmente
a medida que han surgido casos de
coronavirus en Algunos centros de
detencion.

Un diputado del sheriff en
California murié la semana pasada
después de contraer coronavirus de
un recluso, y la ciudad de Nueva
York informé su primera muerte
de coronavirus durante el fin de
semana. En Filadelfia, las carceles
de la ciudad tienen peores tasas de
infeccion que cualquier otra parte
de la ciudad.

Sandy Wilson, fiscal de distrito del
tri-condado, dijo que las autoridades
de Big Bend ya estan lidiando con
los mismos problemas.

Para la proxima semana, estima
que su oficina terminara de revisar
una lista de personas en carceles
de tres condados que califican
para la liberacion temporal.
También dijo que ya ha ayudado
a vincular y liberar a tres reclusos
no violentos para proteger a los
acusados y trabajadores de la ley del
coronavirus.

Solo ciertos delincuentes no
violentos califican para la liberacion
temporal, dijo Wilson, y como regla
general, ella solo esta tratando de
mantener detenidos a los violentos.
También enfatiz6 que las personas
regresaran rapidamente a la carcel si
reinciden.

Wilson y su personal estan
trabajando desde casa, aunque
asisten a algunas audiencias

judiciales a través de la conferencia
Zoom. Cuando alguien es arrestado
por un delito encarcelado, las
autoridades  estan  trabajando
para que sean procesados mas
rapidamente, dijo Wilson.

En el momento de la publicacion,
no estd claro como otros en el
sistema de justicia penal local estan
reaccionando a la amenaza del
coronavirus, o si ha cambiado su
opinién sobre los procedimientos
de justicia penal. El juez Roy
Ferguson, el sheriff del condado
de Brewster Ronny Dodson y el
condado de Presidio del condado
Danny Dominguez no respondieron
a  multiples  solicitudes  de
comentarios.

La Oficina del Sheriff del condado
de Presidio dijo anteriormente
que estd tomando precauciones
para evitar que el coronavirus se
propague en sus carceles, incluso
a través de limpiezas adicionales
y evaluaciones de abogados
y acusados. Las wvisitas a las
carceles locales estan actualmente
suspendidas  por orden  del
gobernador Greg Abbott.

Pero a medida que las autoridades
de todo el estado trabajan para
asegurar liberaciones temporales, la
ley de Texas podria estar trabajando
en contra de ellos. El estado tiene

(continuda en la pagina 3)
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Courts

(continued from page 1)
happening.”

Other parts of the legal system remain on pause.

The Texas Justice Court Training Center, which
provides information and training to justices of the
peace and magistrates, has told those judges to stop
all nonessential in-person court hearings based on
guidance from the state. That could include things like
debt-collection cases. And the Texas Supreme Court
on Monday ordered all evictions in the state to stop
through at least the end of the month.

Both David Beebe, a justice of the peace in Presidio
County, and Jim Burr, a justice of the peace in Brewster
County, have said they’re postponing most hearings in
their court until the pandemic subsides.

“Right now, I would not call a jury trial,” Beebe said.
“It’s not a great time to have court.”

At the local level, entities like the Marfa Police
Department and Presidio County Sheriff’s Office have
found themselves enforcing a slew of new emergency
measures, including city- and county-wide curfews,
business closures and shelter-in-place orders.

In both Presidio and Marfa, though, local law
enforcement said they haven’t encountered any locals
who are intentionally defying emergency orders or
taking advantage of the situation.

“We have not issued, as of yet, any citations for non-
compliance,” Joel Nufiez, chief deputy of Presidio
County Sheriff’s Office, said of the situation in the City
of Presidio and elsewhere in south county last week.
“For the most part, people are complying.”

The City of Presidio, he pointed out, is in a unique
position. With a less tourist-dominated economy
than elsewhere in the tri-county, many of Presidio’s
businesses — from gas stations to grocery stores —
were already considered essential.

In Marfa, where the local economy runs on
“nonessential” businesses like hotels and bars,
coronavirus lockdowns have changed the feel of town.
But as of press time, Marfa police have not had to issue
any citations, said Police Chief Steve Marquez.

“The citizens of Marfa have been amazing,” he said.
He thinks people in Marfa are taking safety precautions
seriously.

As Marfa residents learn about and adjust to shelter-
in-place rules and other emergency orders, Marquez has
said he’s prioritizing education over enforcement. And
there’s certainly been a lot of the former.

Residents and visitors have been calling in to inquire
what they can and can’t do, he said. At the Marfa police
station, “the phone hasn’t stopped.”

Clinic
(continued from page 1)

like Candelaria or Terlingua.”

According to Garcia, the hospital already has plans to
use the Presidio clinic for coronavirus testing, but even
once that project is over, Mufloz says they are going to
continue to use the clinic for many other projects.

The container in Presidio has been delivered and
assigned to Dr. Billings of PCHS, Garcia said. When
PCHS was reached for comment about the shipping
container’s opening date, beginning of testing
and which PCHS staff will work at the container,
spokesperson Sarah Vasquez simply said, “All that is
to be determined.”

“It’s taken a lot of people to make this come to fruition
where we’ll have mini-clinics providing much needed
services to much needed populations. None of us could

have done this by ourselves, without the contribution
of other groups. It’s across different campuses and
different A&M organizations,” Mufioz said.

The container, placed behind the clinic on North Erma
Avenue, is designed to have two patient bays, some
sink space for cleaning up and decontaminating, and an
office in the back. The entire space is 40 feet long and
comes equipped with a generator, an air conditioner and
options to connect to running water.

According to Garcia, PCHS’ plan was to first use it as
a testing location so they wouldn’t have to test potential
patients in the regular clinic, and then, if need be, the
space could become a “dirty decontamination location”
because it is a separate entity from the clinic. “In the
future when the pandemic is over, there’s many different
uses the hospital district can use it for,” Garcia said.

Presidio County Health Services Receives $666K in
new round of coronavirus relief funds

WASHINGTON - Presidio County Health Services,
Inc. in Marfa was awarded $666,155 in another round
of federal grants to help fight the spread of the novel
coronavirus, U.S. Senator John Cornyn announced
today. The funding, which was appropriated by
Congress last month, comes through the Department of
Health and Human Services.

“While medical professionals in Texas are doing
everything they can to combat this outbreak, the federal
government should make sure they have every resource
at their disposal,” said Sen. Cornyn. “I applaud local
leaders for their efforts to secure these grants, and I’'m
grateful to the Trump Administration for continuing to
make health centers in Marfa a high priority.”

BBRMC

(continued from page 1)

And while those moves are intended
to keep beds and resources free for
coronavirus victims, they’ve also
deprived hospitals like BBRMC of
much-needed income.

That has added to a slew of other
economic challenges facing rural
hospitals, from uninsured patients
to shrinking rural populations. And
while BBRMC’s circumstances are
troubling, other hospitals are faring
worse.

In Vidalia, Georgia, a hospital
cut employee pay, citing a pause
on elective surgeries and other
profitable medical interventions. In
Wellington, Kansas, the city’s only
hospital closed outright last month,
just as coronavirus was arriving in
the community.

Money challenges are not the only
issue facing BBRMC, though. On
everything from supplies to triage
guidelines, the hospital is stuck in
a limbo until it finds its first case of
the deadly new disease.

For example, the hospital can’t
start stockpiling supplies while
other hospitals across the country
(including ones in coronavirus
hotspots) have a more dire need for
face masks and other equipment.
“PPE [personal protective
equipment] is being allocated where
there’s a need,” said Ekta Escovar, a
member of the local COVID-19 task
force and the local health authority
for Brewster County. “We don’t
qualify for that yet.”

Other hospitals — especially in
coronavirus hotspots like New York

— have developed tiered “triage
guidelines” and “surge plans” to
help medical workers deal with
surging patient loads during the
pandemic. On the low end, that can
mean finding ways to increase bed
capacity and call in more doctors
and nurses. On the high end, that can
mean rationing medical equipment
and making unthinkable decisions
about who gets lifesaving care.

And while BBRMC always has
disaster plans ready — the hospital
can, for example, set up extra beds
or call in extra medical workers
from Big Bend National Park and
elsewhere — local health authorities
have been hesitant to set up higher
tier guidelines for rationing
equipment, Escovar said.

Part of the reason, she said,
is  psychological. She wants
doctors and residents to approach
the coronavirus crisis “from as
optimistic a viewpoint as possible”
— especially while the tri-county
region braces to find out if social
distancing has spared communities
in the Big Bend from the worst.

But part of it, she said, is also
practical. Until health workers know
the demographics of coronavirus
victims in the area, they don’t want
to develop guidelines they have to
later “throw out the window,” she
said.

For example, the hospital
could formulate rules prioritizing
lifesaving equipment for otherwise
healthy young people. But those
rules wouldn’t make sense if the
area’s critical patients turn out to be
mostly young people or mostly old.

“I don’t mind helping to make
those decisions, if the time comes,”
Escovar said. “But it’s not something
anybody would look forward to, and
there are so many variables that
would come into play.”

But it’s not all bad news for the Big
Bend, Escovar said. Historical data
shows that in pandemics, disease
rates in rural areas typically peak
about two weeks after their nearby
cities. For the tri-county, that’s El
Paso and Midland-Odessa.

Ideally, that means BBRMC could
rely on help from big-city hospitals
if cases spike here. If El Paso
hospitals are past their peak, they’ll
be more prepared to take in patients
from Presidio, Brewster and Jeff
Davis counties.

And as the coronavirus pandemic
continues, health workers and
scientists continue to learn more
about how to best treat the disease.
One important discovery, Escovar
said, is that machines that improve
lung pressure (like CPAP machines)
improve health outcomes from
coronavirus just as much or more
than machines that affect lung
volume (like ventilators).

As The Big Bend Sentinel and
others have reported, BBRMC has
just two ventilators. But “ventilators
are not the only thing we have
to provide respiratory support,”
Escovar stressed.

Instead, she said, the hospitals
can rely on more common oxygen-
delivery  systems, like CPAP
machines and nasal cannula. And
BBRMC has equipment to supply
oxygen in every room, she said.
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Does this apply to you?

What is a rendition?

address.

value.

What is the deadline?

extension to May 15.

REMEMBER!!

P O BOX 879
MARFA, TEXAS 79843

CONTACT THE OFFICE.

Remember to Render!
Taxable property renditions
are due April 15.

If you own tangible personal property that is used to produce income, such as
the equipment or inventory owned by a business, it does.

A rendition is a report to your county appraisal district that lists all of the
taxable property that you owned or controlled on Jan. 1 of this year. This often
applies to furniture, fixtures, equipment or inventory owned by a business.

What are the advantages of filing?
* You give your opinion of your property’s value.
* You record your correct mailing address so your tax bills will go to the right

» If your property’s value depreciated, you can file a report of decreased

* For most property types, renditions must be filed with the appraisal district
after Jan. 1 and no later than April 15. Different deadlines apply in certain
appraisal districts. A property owner may apply, in writing, for a mandatory

» Different deadlines apply for regulated properties.

» The chief appraiser may extend the deadline another 15 days for good
cause shown in writing by the property owner for each type of property.

Filing is your responsibility. If you render late, don’t render, or file an
incomplete or false rendition, you may face a 10 to 50 percent penalty.

File renditions with your local appraisal district at:

PRESIDIO COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT

(432) 729-3431 — INFO@PRESIDIOCAD.ORG
EXTENSIONS WILL BE GRANTED TILL MAY 15™ IF NEEDED, PLEASE

iRECUERDE!

tasaciones local en:

P O BOX 879
MARFA, TEXAS 79843

iRecuerde a Rendir!
Las rendiciones de propiedades imponibles
son debidas el 15 de abril.

¢, Se aplica esto a usted?

Si usted posee bienes personales tangibles que se utilizan para producir
ingresos, tales como el equipo o el inventario de un negocio, entonces si.

¢ Qué es una rendicion?
Una rendicion es un reporte a su distrito de tasaciones del condado que lista
todas las propiedades imponibles que usted poseyo6 o controlé el 1ro de enero
de este afio. Muchas veces esto se aplica a los muebles, elementos fijos,
equipo o inventario de propiedad de un negocio.

¢ Cuales son las ventajas de declarar?

* Usted brinda su opinion sobre el valor de la propiedad.

* Registra la direccion exacta con el fin de recibir la factura de los impuestos
a la direccion correcta.

* En caso de que el valor de la propiedad depreciara, usted puede presentar
un informe del valor depreciado.

¢ Cual es la fecha de vencimiento?

« Para la mayoria de los tipos de propiedades, las rendiciones deben ser
presentados en el distrito de tasaciones después del 1ro de enero y no
mas tarde del 15 de abril. Diversos plazos se aplican en ciertos dis-tritos de
tasaciones. El propietario de una propiedad puede solicitar, por escrito, para
una extensién obligatoria para el 15 de mayo.

+ Las fechas de limites diferentes aplican para las propiedades reguladas.

+ El jefe de tasaciones podra extender la fecha de limite por otros 15 dias por
una buena causa indicada por escrito por el duefio de la propiedad para
cada tipo de propiedad.

La presentacion es su responsabilidad. Si presenta una rendicién tarde o
nunca, o presenta una rendicién incompleta o falsa, puede enfrentar una
penalidad de 10 a 50 por ciento. Presenta sus rendiciones con su distrito de

PRESIDIO COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT

(432)729-3431 — INFO@PRESIDIOCAD.ORG

SE CONCEDARAN EXTENCIONES HASTA EL 15 DE MAYO SI ES
NECESARIO, POR FAVOR LLAME LA OFICINA.
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Tribunales

(continued from page 1)

clausulas de “mejora” que hacen que los castigos por
algunos delitos, como el incendio premeditado y el
robo, sean mas duros durante los desastres.

Y como parte de su declaracion de desastre, el
gobernador Greg Abbott también extendid la cantidad
de tiempo que alguien podria estar detenido sin juicio.
“Ahora puede permanecer en la carcel por mas de 90
dias, sin una acusacion”, dijo DA Wilson. “Nuestro
objetivo es asegurarnos de que eso no suceda”.

Otras partes del sistema legal permanecen en pausa.

El Centro de Capacitacion de la Corte de Justicia de
Texas, que proporciona informaciéon y capacitacion
a los jueces de paz y magistrados, les ha dicho a esos
jueces que detengan todas las audiencias no esenciales
en persona en base a la orientacion del estado. Eso
podria incluir cosas como casos de cobro de deudas. Y
la Corte Suprema de Texas ordend el lunes que todos
los desalojos en el estado se detengan al menos hasta
fin de mes.

Tanto David Beebe, un juez de paz en el condado de
Presidio, como Jim Burr, un juez de paz en el condado
de Brewster, han dicho que posponen la mayoria de las
audiencias en su corte hasta que la pandemia disminuya.

“En este momento, no llamaria a juicio por jurado”,
dijo Beebe. “No es un buen momento para tener un
tribunal”.

A nivel local, entidades como el Departamento de
Policia de Marfa y la Oficina del Sheriff del condado
de Presidio se han encontrado aplicando una serie
de nuevas medidas de emergencia, incluidos toques
de queda en toda la ciudad y el condado, cierres de
negocios y ordenes de refugio en el lugar.

Sin embargo, tanto en Presidio como en Marfa, la
policia local dijo que no se han encontrado con ningin
lugarefio que esté desafiando intencionalmente las
ordenes de emergencia o aprovechando la situacion.

“No hemos emitido, hasta el momento, ninguna
citacion por incumplimiento”, dijo Joel Nuiez, jefe
adjunto de la Oficina del Sheriff del condado de
Presidio, sobre la situacion en la ciudad de Presidio y
en otros lugares del sur del condado la semana pasada.
“En su mayor parte, las personas estan cumpliendo”.

La ciudad de Presidio, sefiald, se encuentra en una
posicion tnica. Con una economia menos dominada por
el turismo que en otras partes del tri-condado, muchos
de los negocios de Presidio, desde estaciones de servicio
hasta supermercados, ya se consideraban esenciales.

En Marfa, donde la economia local funciona en
negocios “no esenciales” como hoteles y bares, los
bloqueos de coronavirus han cambiado la sensacion de
la ciudad. Pero al cierre de esta edicion, la policia de
Marfa no ha tenido que emitir ninguna citacion, dijo el
jefe de policia Steve Marquez.

“Los ciudadanos de Marfa han sido increibles”, dijo.
El piensa que las personas en Marfa estan tomando en
serio las precauciones de seguridad.

A medida que los residentes de Marfa aprenden y se
ajustan a las reglas de refugio en el lugar y otras drdenes
de emergencia, Marquez ha dicho que prioriza la
educacion sobre la aplicacion. Y ciertamente ha habido
muchos de los primeros.

Los residentes y visitantes han estado 1lamando para
preguntar qué pueden y qué no pueden hacer, dijo. En
la estacion de policia de Marfa, “el teléfono no se ha
detenido”.

La clinica

(continued from page 1)

esta unidad puede ayudar a proporcionar servicios
adicionales, o se puede poner en un remolque para
poder proporcionar acceso a la salud a las comunidades
mas pequeiias alrededor de Presidio como Candelaria o
Terlingua”.

Segtn Garcia, el hospital ya tiene planes de usar la
clinica de Presidio para las pruebas de coronavirus,
pero incluso una vez que el proyecto haya terminado,
Muiioz dice que continuaran usando la clinica para
muchos otros proyectos.

El contenedor en Presidio ha sido entregado y
asignado al Dr. Billings de PCHS, dijo Garcia. Cuando
se contactdé con PCHS para comentar sobre la fecha
de apertura del contenedor de envio, el comienzo de
las pruebas y qué personal de PCHS trabajara en el
contenedor, la portavoz Sarah Vasquez simplemente
dijo: “Todo eso debe determinarse”.

“Se ha necesitado mucha gente para que esto se
haga realidad, donde tendremos mini-clinicas que

brindan servicios muy necesarios a las poblaciones
mas necesitadas. Ninguno de nosotros podria haber
hecho esto por nosotros mismos, sin la contribucion
de otros grupos. Esta en diferentes campus y diferentes
organizaciones de A&M ”, dijo Mufioz.

El contenedor, ubicado detras de la clinica en
North Erma Avenue, estd disefiado para tener dos
compartimientos para pacientes, un espacio para la
limpieza y descontaminacion, y una oficina en la parte
posterior. Todo el espacio es de 40 pies de largo y viene
equipado con un generador, un aire acondicionado y
opciones para conectarse al agua corriente.

Segun Garcia, el plan de PCHS era usarlo primero
como un lugar de prueba para que no tuvieran que
evaluar a pacientes potenciales en la clinica regular, y
luego, si fuera necesario, el espacio podria convertirse
en un “lugar de descontaminacion sucio” porque es una
entidad separada de la clinica. “En el futuro, cuando
termine la pandemia, hay muchos usos diferentes que el
distrito hospitalario puede usar”, dijo Garcia.

BBRMC

(continued from page 1)

En estados de todo el pais, incluido Texas, los
funcionarios han suspendido las cirugias electivas
y otros trabajos médicos no esenciales durante la
pandemia. Y aunque esos movimientos tienen como
objetivo mantener las camas y los recursos libres para
las victimas de coronavirus, también han privado a los
hospitales como BBRMC de los ingresos que tanto
necesitan.

Eso se ha sumado a una serie de otros desafios
econdmicos que enfrentan los hospitales rurales, desde
pacientes sin seguro hasta poblaciones rurales en
disminucién. Y aunque las circunstancias de BBRMC
son preocupantes, a otros hospitales les esta yendo peor.

En Vidalia, Georgia, un hospital redujo el salario
de los empleados, citando una pausa en cirugias
electivas y otras intervenciones médicas rentables. En
Wellington, Kansas, el tinico hospital de la ciudad cerrd
el mes pasado, justo cuando el coronavirus llegaba a la
comunidad.

Sin embargo, los desafios de dinero no son el tinico
problema que enfrenta BBRMC. En todo, desde
suministros hasta pautas de triaje, el hospital estd
atrapado en un limbo hasta que encuentra su primer
caso de la nueva enfermedad mortal.

Por ejemplo, el hospital no puede comenzar a
almacenar suministros mientras que otros hospitales
en todo el pais (incluidos los que se encuentran en
puntos calientes de coronavirus) tienen una necesidad
mas urgente de mascaras faciales y otros equipos. “El
PPE [equipo de proteccion personal] se esta asignando
donde sea necesario”, dijo Ekta Escovar, miembro del
grupo de trabajo local COVID-19 y la autoridad de
salud local para el condado de Brewster. “Todavia no
calificamos para eso”.

Otros hospitales, especialmente en los puntos criticos
de coronavirus como Nueva York, han desarrollado
“pautas de clasificacion” y “planes de aumento” para
ayudar a los trabajadores médicos a lidiar con el
aumento de la carga de pacientes durante la pandemia.
En el extremo inferior, eso puede significar encontrar
formas de aumentar la capacidad de la cama y llamar
a mas médicos y enfermeras. En el extremo superior,
eso puede significar racionar el equipo médico y tomar
decisiones impensables sobre quién recibe atencion
vital.

Y si bien BBRMC siempre tiene listos planes para
desastres: el hospital puede, por ejemplo, establecer
camas adicionales o llamar a trabajadores médicos
adicionales del Parque Nacional Big Bend y otros
lugares, las autoridades de salud locales han dudado
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en establecer pautas de nivel superior para racionar
equipos, Dijo Escovar.

Parte de la razén, dijo, es psicologica. Ella quiere
que los médicos y los residentes se acerquen a la crisis
del coronavirus “desde un punto de vista tan optimista
como sea posible”, especialmente mientras la region
de los tres condados se prepara para averiguar si el
distanciamiento social ha salvado a las comunidades de
Big Bend de lo peor.

Pero parte de eso, dijo, también es practico. Hasta
que los trabajadores de salud conozcan la demografia
de las victimas de coronavirus en el area, no quieren
desarrollar pautas que luego tengan que “tirar por la
ventana”, dijo.

Por ejemplo, el hospital podria formular reglas que
prioricen los equipos que salvan vidas para los jovenes
que de otro modo serian saludables. Pero esas reglas
no tendrian sentido si los pacientes criticos del area
resultan ser en su mayoria jovenes o mayores.

“No me importa ayudar a tomar esas decisiones, si
llega el momento”, dijo Escovar. “Pero no es algo que
nadie esperaria, y hay tantas variables que entrarian en
juego”.

Pero no todo son malas noticias para Big Bend,
dijo Escovar. Los datos historicos muestran que en las
pandemias, las tasas de enfermedad en las zonas rurales
suelen alcanzar un pico aproximadamente dos semanas
después de sus ciudades cercanas. Para el tri-condado,
eso es El Paso y Midland-Odessa.

Idealmente, eso significa que BBRMC podria contar
con la ayuda de los hospitales de las grandes ciudades
si los casos aumentan aqui. Si los hospitales de El Paso
han pasado su punto maximo, estaran mas preparados
para recibir pacientes de los condados de Presidio,
Brewster y Jeff Davis.

Y a medida que continta la pandemia de coronavirus,
los trabajadores de salud y los cientificos contintan
aprendiendo mas sobre como tratar mejor la enfermedad.
Un descubrimiento importante, dijo Escovar, es que las
maquinas que mejoran la presion pulmonar (como las
maquinas CPAP) mejoran los resultados de salud del
coronavirus tanto o mas que las maquinas que afectan
el volumen pulmonar (como los ventiladores).

Como han informado The Big Bend Sentinel y
otros, BBRMC tiene solo dos ventiladores. Pero
“los ventiladores no son lo unico que tenemos para
proporcionar asistencia respiratoria”, enfatizé Escovar .

En cambio, dijo, los hospitales pueden confiar en
sistemas de suministro de oxigeno mas comunes, como
las maquinas de CPAP y la cénula nasal. Y BBRMC
tiene equipos para suministrar oxigeno en cada
habitacion, dijo.

Las iglesias encuentran nuevas formas de mantener la fe

Por STEPHEN PAULSEN
stephen@bigbendsentinel.com

MARFA — Cuando Michael
Wallens, reverendo de la Iglesia
Episcopal de San Pablo en Marfa,
cambi6 de sermones en vivo a
sermones en vivo el mes pasado, se
sorprendi6 por la participacion.

A juzgar “por los numeros en
Facebook”, dijo, “no hay forma de
que encajen en nuestra iglesia”. Y
las bancas virtuales se desbordan
semana tras semana.

A medida que el coronavirus
cambia todo, desde el comercio
hasta la vida cotidiana en los Estados
Unidos, también esta cambiando la
forma en que las personas adoran.
Después de décadas, o siglos, de
servicios en persona, las iglesias
de todo el pais se estan volviendo

digitales.

Texas, a diferencia de otros
estados, ha clasificado las reuniones
religiosas como “servicios
esenciales”. Todavia  pueden
continuar durante la pandemia

siempre que los creyentes practiquen
una buena higiene y reglas de
distanciamiento social, de acuerdo
con las pautas del gobernador Greg
Abbott y la Division de Manejo de
Emergencias de Texas.

Esas reglas hacen improbable
que Texas vea situaciones como
en Louisiana, donde, por ejemplo,
un pastor en Baton Rouge ha sido
acusado de al menos seis delitos
menores por continuar celebrando
servicios religiosos. AuUn asi,
los funcionarios de Texas estan
alentando a las iglesias a realizar
servicios a domicilio y remotos
si es posible. Y como precaucion,
muchos estan haciendo exactamente
€so.

Para los lideres de la iglesia
como Wallens, esa guia ha llevado
a grandes cambios. St. Paul’s ha
comenzado a transmitir servicios
dominicales en Facebook Live.
Para los estudios biblicos y
otras reuniones que requieren
conversacion y aportes de la
comunidad, la iglesia esta probando
Zoom.

“Admito que no presté
mucha atenciéon a las reuniones
tecnologicas”, dijo Wallens con una
sonrisa. “Simplemente nunca se me
pas6 por la mente. Y ahora veo que
hay muchos beneficios ™.

Wallens y otros lideres religiosos
también han estado haciendo una
lluvia de ideas sobre otras formas
de mantener a su iglesia unida a
medida que los feligreses se aislan.
Como miembro del Comité de
Obispos de la iglesia, ha pedido a
los lideres de la iglesia que llamen
a las congregaciones para “verificar
como estan y cudles podrian ser sus
necesidades”.

Si las congregaciones necesitan
alimentos u otros recados, llama a
alguien en la lista de voluntarios de
la iglesia. Otras veces, estan solos y
necesitan hablar.

Wallens todavia estd descubriendo
como manejar otros  grandes
eventos. En la parte superior de esa
lista estan las proximas vacaciones
de Pascua el domingo 12 de abril.

Su plan inicial, dijo, era organizar
algun tipo de servicio ad-hoc en
el estacionamiento de la Escuela
Primaria Marfa. La gente podia
quedarse en sus autos y adorar
juntos. Pero “incluso eso esta
prohibido ahora”, dijo.

St. Paul’s ha mantenido las puertas
de la iglesia abiertas las 24 horas del
dia, los 7 dias de la semana para

que “la gente pueda entrar, rezar
y mantener la distancia”, dijo. La
iglesia también sigue llevando a
cabo una recoleccion de alimentos,
donde las personas pueden dejar
donaciones. Y Wallens ha estado
analizando formas de manejar mas
partes practicas de la fe, como los
bautizos.

Una idea, dijo, es hacer bautismos
a través de Zoom o por teléfono.
“Digamos que alguien tiene un
bebé y quiere que ese bebé sea
bautizado”, dijo. “Podria hablar
con ellos y guiarlos a través del
proceso. Vierten el agua sobre el
bebé y rezamos juntos las oraciones
“Atn asi, echa de menos las partes
comunitarias de la iglesia, ya sean
bautizos o matrimonios.

“Todos esos requieren, o solian
requerir, algin tipo de presencia”,
dijo. “Extrafio eso. Creo que
perdemos algo cuando no podemos
reunir a la comunidad “.

Como Wallens lo ve, la pandemia
ha forzado cambios buenos y malos.
Ha encontrado nuevas formas de
conectarse con los creyentes y ha
visto a nuevas personas sintonizar
sus servicios desde el area de los tres
condados. Ha habido un torrente de
caridad y buena voluntad.

Al mismo tiempo, le preocupan
los creyentes que podrian pensar “tal
vez ya no tenga que ir a la iglesia”.

Se preocupa ain mas por las
personas ya aisladas, especialmente
los ancianos, que podrian no tener
la tecnologia o los conocimientos
necesarios para sintonizar los
servicios virtuales. No quiere que
nadie se sienta abandonado o que
“caiga por las grietas”, dijo.

El padre Miguel “Mike” Alcuino
en laiglesia de Santa Teresa de Jesus
en Presidio se encontro lidiando con

los mismos problemas.

Ha estado adaptando las
tradiciones de la iglesia, como los
funerales, para cumplir con las
nuevas pautas de distanciamiento
social. Los entierros pueden ser
visitados por “solo miembros de la
familia”, dijo. Y si la familia quiere
una misa funebre, se hace al dia
siguiente, con “un nimero limitado
también”.

(En cuanto a la masa misma? «Ha
sido suspendido hasta nuevo aviso»,
dijo Alcuino con una sonrisa.

El admite que «no es realmente
tan experto en informatica». Y si
encuentra una manera de transmitir
sus servicios en Vivo, no esta
seguro de cuantas personas en
Presidio tendrian los medios o los

conocimientos  necesarios  para
sintonizar.
Pero incluso sin los servicios

dominicales, Alcuino dice que no le
preocupa que la gente pierda la fe.
“Las personas que tienen fe, tienen
fe”, dijo. Y la falta de servicios
dominicales podria incluso “ser
algo bueno, porque esto es lo que
llamamos una prueba”. De ellos
mismos, de su propia fe.

Ademas, sefala, la gente en
Presidio tiene muchas otras formas
de continuar reuniéndose (aunque
sea practicamente) los domingos.
Muchos de sus feligreses, dijo, ya
se estan sintonizando en masa en
Eternal Word Television Network,
una estacion de television catolica.

Y aunque Alcuino no estd
probando servicios de transmision
en vivo, no obstante, ve cOmo estan
uniendo a las personas. El Vaticano
ha estado transmitiendo servicios,
que los residentes de Presidio
pueden sintonizar.

Y tampoco es solo el Vaticano.

Iglesias tan lejanas como Asia estan
poniendo sus servicios en linea,
dijo.

“;Te lo puedes imaginar?” ¢l dijo.
Donde antes habia una misa fisica
en Santa Teresa, los feligreses ahora
tienen un buffet digital de servicios
catélicos para elegir.

Alcuino esta tratando de mantener
una perspectiva estoica sobre la
pandemia de coronavirus.

“Esto pasara”, dijo, “’y volveremos
a la normalidad”. No tenemos que
ser tan tensos al respecto .

Esa es la perspectiva que Wallens

estd tratando de mantener también.
“Me he tropezado con latecnologia”,
dijo, pero “aprendemos de nuestros
tropiezos, y también crecemos de
nuestros éxitos. Este es un territorio
nuevo para todos nosotros .

“No digo que me alegra que
tengamos esta pandemia”, agrego,
pero “nos ha obligado a ser de cierta
manera. Hay mucho que aprender
de esto en términos de como apoyar
a las personas y como amar a las
personas “. Y tal vez eso no sea tan
malo.
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HELP FUND LOCAL
COVID-19 REPORTING

IN OUR COMMUNITY

WE DEPEND ON YOUR SUPPORT

Make a tax-deductible donation today at
givebutter.com/thesentinel

Dear readers,

Today we are asking for your help to sustain local reporting in our
community. These are unprecedented times, and we are working around-the-
clock to provide the best possible coverage, sometimes taking risks to keep
Marfa, Presidio, Alpine and Ft. Davis informed. In the meantime, we’ve had
massive cuts to our revenue stream as we, like other local businesses, are at
a critical moment.

This important work is sustained by your financial support, through
subscriptions and ads, and now we hope through your generous donations.
As we continue our coverage — from live updates to in-depth news stories
— we are calling on our readers, our community and lovers of Marfa to help
fund COVID-19 coverage and deliver life-saving news and information to
the region.

We’ve partnered with the COVID-19 Local News Fund to enable you, our
valued reader and supporter, to make a tax-deductible charitable contribution.
Even $20 can help. Donate today at givebutter.com/thesentinel.

Our sincerest gratitude,
Maisie Crow, Editor-in-Chief & Max Kabat, Publisher
The Big Bend Sentinel & Presidio International
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Churches find new ways to keep the faith

By STEPHEN PAULSEN
stephen@bigbendsentinel.com

MARFA — When Michael Wallens, reverend at
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Marfa, switched from
in-person to livestream sermons last month, he was
shocked by the turnout.

Judging “by the numbers on Facebook,” he said,
“there’s no way they could fit in our church.” And the
virtual pews stay overflowing week after week.

As coronavirus upends everything from commerce to
daily life across the United States, it’s also changing the
way people worship. After decades, or centuries, of in-
person services, churches around the country are going
digital.

Texas, unlike other states, has classified religious
gatherings as “essential services.” They can still
continue during the pandemic so long as believers
practice good hygiene and social-distancing rules,
according to guidelines from Governor Greg Abbott
and the Texas Division of Emergency Management.

Those rules make it unlikely that Texas will see
situations like in Louisiana — where, for example, a
pastor in Baton Rouge has been charged with at least six
misdemeanors for continuing to hold church services.
Still, Texas officials are encouraging churches to
conduct home and remote services if possible. And as a
precaution, many are doing just that.

For church leaders like Wallens, that guidance has
led to big changes. St. Paul’s has started broadcasting
Sunday services on Facebook Live. For Bible studies
and other gatherings that require conversation and
community input, the church is trying out Zoom.

“I’ll admit I didn’t pay much attention to tech
gatherings,” Wallens said with a laugh. “It just never
crossed my mind. And now I see there’s a lot of benefit.”

Wallens and other faith leaders have also been
brainstorming other ways to keep their church together
as congregants self-isolate. As a member of the church’s
Bishop’s Committee, he’s asked church leaders to call
up congregants to “check on how they’re doing and
what their needs might be.”

If congregants need groceries or other errands, he
calls up someone on the church’s volunteer list. Other
times, they’re just lonely and need to talk.

Wallens is still figuring out how to handle other big
events. At the top of that list is the upcoming Easter
holiday on Sunday, April 12.

His initial plan, he said, was to organize some kind of
ad-hoc service in the Marfa Elementary School parking
lot. People could stay in their cars and worship together.
But “even that’s prohibited now,” he said.

St. Paul’s has kept its church doors open 24/7 so that
“people can come in, say their prayers and keep their
distance,” he said. The church is also still running a
food collection, where people can drop off donations.
And Wallens has been mulling ways to handle more
hands-on parts of the faith, like baptisms.

One idea, he said, is to do baptisms via Zoom or over
the phone. “Let’s say someone has a baby and they want
that baby baptized,” he said. “I could talk to them and
guide them through the process. They pour the water on
the baby, and we say the prayers together.”

Still, he misses the community-based parts of church,
whether they be baptisms or marriages.

“All those require, or used to require, some sort of
presence,” he said. “I miss that. I think we lose something
when we can’t gather the community together.”

As Wallens sees it, the pandemic has forced both
good and bad changes. He’s found new ways to connect
to believers and has seen new people tune into his
services from across the tri-county area. There’s been
an outpouring of charity and goodwill.

At the same time, he worries about believers who
might think “maybe I don’t have to come to church
anymore.”

He worries even more about already isolated people
— especially the elderly — who might not have the
technology or know-how to tune in to virtual services.
He doesn’t want anyone to feel abandoned or to “drop
through the cracks,” he said.

Father Miguel “Mike” Alcuino at the Santa Teresa de
Jesus church in Presidio has found himself grappling
with the same issues.

He’s been adapting church traditions like funerals
to conform with the new social-distancing guidelines.
Burials can be visited by “only members of the family,”
he said. And if the family wants a funeral mass, it’s
done the next day, with “limited numbers also.”

As for mass itself? “It’s been suspended until further
notice,” Alcuino said with a laugh.

He admits he’s “not really that computer-savvy.” And
if he does figure out a way to livestream his services,
he’s not sure how many people in Presidio would have
the means or know-how to tune in.

But even without Sunday services, Alcuino says he
doesn’t worry about people losing faith. “People who
have faith, they have faith,” he said. And the lack of
Sunday services could even “be a good thing, because
this is what we call a test. Of their own selves, their
own faith.”

Besides, he points out, people in Presidio have many
other ways to continue gathering (if only virtually) on
Sundays. Many of his churchgoers, he said, are already
tuning into mass on the Eternal Word Television
Network, a Catholic TV station.

And while Alcuino isn’t trying out livestream services,
he nonetheless sees how they are bringing people
together. The Vatican has been streaming services,
which Presidio residents can tune into.

And it isn’t just the Vatican, either. Churches as far
away as Asia are putting their services online, he said.

“Can you even imagine?” he said. Where once there
was physical mass at Santa Teresa, churchgoers now
have a digital buffet of Catholic services to choose
from.

Alcuino is trying to keep a stoic perspective on the
coronavirus pandemic.

“This will pass away,” he said, “and we will just go
back to normalcy. We don’t have to be so uptight about
it.”

That’s the perspective Wallens is trying to keep too.
“I’ve stumbled down with the technology,” he said, but
“we learn from our stumblings, and we grow from our
successes too. This is new territory for all of us.”

“I’'m not saying I’'m glad we have this pandemic,” he
added, but “it’s forced us to be a certain way. There’s a
lot to be learned from this in terms of how to support
people and how to love people.” And maybe that’s not
such a bad thing.
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Unemployment in West Texas spikes as filers struggle

By ABBIE PERRAULT
abbie@bigbendsentinel.com

FAR WEST TEXAS — From
March 1 to April 3, 19,715 people
filed unemployment claims across
the “borderplex” of Presidio,
Brewster, Jeff Davis, Culberson, El
Paso and Hudspeth counties. That’s
according to new data collected and
released by the Workforce Solutions
Borderplex, a publicly funded
nonprofit that provides employment
and job training services within the
region.

The staggering number is a sharp
contrast to January and February,
where  unemployment  claims
remained below 1,500 each month.
According to the data, 484 of the
claims this past month came from
the rural areas, with Marfa’s 125
filers representing the town with
the highest share of unemployment
insurance claims. Elsewhere in the
tri-county region, there were 113
claims in Alpine, 64 in Presidio, 42
in Terlingua, 32 in Fort Davis, 31 in
Marathon and two in Valentine.

As Marfa shut down in mid March,
claims across the region hit 3,440
for the week of March 15 to 21.
They peaked the following week at
9,546 claims and, in what could be a
hopeful turn of events, fell to 6,221
new claims last week.

Still, across Texas, many are having
issues even getting their claims
submitted. The Texas Workforce
Commission is experiencing an
unprecedented inundation of claims
and their offices are struggling to
handle the influx — and so is their
website.

Locals have reported the site
crashing during their applications
and the phone lines being overloaded.
The phone lines are currently only
open Monday through Friday from
8 am. to 6 pm. In an effort to
alleviate the strain, Texas Lieutenant
Governor Dan Patrick announced
this week that members of the Texas
Senate have volunteered staffers to
assist the workforce commission in
answering calls from unemployed
Texans seeking help.

“Senators that I spoke with this

past weekend wanted to make sure
the Texas Workforce Commission
responds to as many calls as
possible from Texans regarding
unemployment benefits. My office
contacted the TWC first thing
Monday morning, who welcomed
our help. Senators agreed to allow
their staff members to volunteer
at the TWC.” Almost 200 senate
staffers as well as staffers in the
Lieutenant Governor’s office have
volunteered, beginning their training

today.
“The President and Congress
have allocated substantial

additional resources for those who
are unemployed as a result of the
coronavirus, and we must do all we
can to make sure Texans get those
resources as soon as possible.”

While the phones are overloaded,
some have turned to the website for
help. Though it operates around the
clock, a look at the unemployment
page indicates high volumes are
impacting applicants there too.

A red banner across the home
page reads, “Having trouble filing
an unemployment claim online?
Our Unemployment Benefit System
online portal is available 24 hours

a day but is experiencing a high
volume of visitors. We are seeing
lower volume on the online portal
between 10:00 p.m. and 8 a.m. You
may want to try back during those
hours to file your claim or check the
status of your claim.”

Texans are being asked to log on
in the middle of the night in hopes of
getting financial assistance, including
the $600 a week in unemployment,
for up to four months, that was
recently allocated by Congress in the
CARES Act. That amount applies
even if the worker was previously
paid less.

Many are eagerly awaiting an
additional one-time payment of
$1,200 per adult and $500 per child
for most citizens. Those payments
decrease when single filers make
greater than $75,000, when heads of
household make more than $122,500
in income and when joint filers make
greater than $150,000 a year.

In the meantime, those who
have successfully filed in Texas —
484 in rural Far West Texas as of
April 3 — will need to request their
unemployment  checks  weekly
through the same website that has
caused ire for many filers.
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