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Solitaire
Homes: We’re
paying sheltered

workers

By STEPHEN PAULSEN
stephen@bigbendsentinel.com

OJINAGA — The City of Presidio
has been hit hard by concerns over
coronavirus. With little to no cash
reserves, city leaders worry they
could max out their budget, as The
Big Bend Sentinel reported last
week.

But it’s not all bad news for the
Presidio-Ojinaga area. With some
big institutional employers like
Border Patrol in the area, many local
workers have held onto essential
jobs. And in Ojinaga, around 300
employees at local Solitaire Homes
facilities are receiving full pay
while they shelter-at-home, Solitaire
Homes representative H. Cowan
said in an interview last week.

Like much of the United States,
Mexico has imposed emergency
orders limiting nonessential activity
and closing some workplaces. Those
rules applied to most maquiladoras

except for some considered
essential.
Those essential  designations

might have applied to Solitaire
Homes — but the company decided
to take the safe route, Cowan said.

“Not knowing, we took the
position that the decree from the
federal government was to send
everyone home,” he said. The
workers are on furlough, with pay.

Coronavirus  lockdowns have
posed unique challenges to
maquiladoras like Solitaire. With
most of its employees in Ojinaga and
facilities on both sides of the border,
workers need to regularly cross
the border in a time of restrictions
on movement. The United States
and Mexico closed their ports to
nonessential travel last month.

And while it can be hard enough
to keep track of the patchwork of
local, state and federal coronavirus
guidance, companies like Solitaire
must also worry about the rules in
another country.

Coronavirus  lockdowns  are
still a reality in Mexico, while
in Texas Governor Greg Abbott
announced he would start easing
health restrictions on Friday. Cowan
could not be immediately reached
for comment on the impact of the
revised state guidance.

In the meantime, all the company
can do is “reassess every month,”
Cowan said. He said Solitaire will
continue to pay workers even if
they can’t return by mid-May but
acknowledged, “I’m not sure it’ll be
full pay.”

Going forward, though, Cowan
was certain of one thing: Solitaire
Homes will weather the coronavirus
storm.

“This is a temporary blip for us
and thousands of factories of all
kinds,” he said. “We’re fortunate
that we have the ability to hang on
here, look for the turn and be ready
to crank back up.”

Part of that is the mobile home
business. While “demand has
dampened for a while,” he thinks
there will continue to be a market
for the company’s product.

“People haven’t said they’re not
going to buy [a mobile home],” he
said, citing recent stats from the
industry. “They’re just not going to
buy one right now.”
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National Guardsmen, whose work normally ranges from piloting to dentistry, worked on the ground in Marfa’s USO building to coordinate test
administration for the pop-up drive-through coronavirus testing site. The National Guard visited four local cities, including Presidio, to test for

coronavirus last weekend.

Local coronavirus testing yields
smooth operations, modest turnout

and still-pending results

By ABBIE PERRAULT
abbie@bigbendsentinel.com

MARFA — When the governor announced a program of temporary
drive-through testing sites across Texas and dispatched 1,200 members of
the Texas National Guard to carry out the mission last week, some were
glad to see Marfa, Presidio, Alpine and Terlingua included. Local doctors
and government officials have often cited the lack of available testing when
talking about the zero confirmed cases of coronavirus in the tri-countys; it is
why they presume there may be undiagnosed cases in the area.

Judge Cinderela Guevara called the local testing a “proactive defense
of public health for the entire community” when she announced last
weekend’s testing dates. She had heard about it from the governor’s office
late Tuesday night, giving the local counties just over three days to set up
and let residents know when, where and how to get tested.

A hotline soon sprung up, and residents were told to call it and provide
information about symptoms in order to get an appointment. But as the
Big Bend Gazette first reported, those on the other end of the line were
providing inaccurate information to some, confusing an already rapid roll
out.

Judge Guevara was told there would be somewhere around 75 tests at

(Continued on page 2)

Las pruebas locales de coronavirus producen
operaciones fluidas, una participacion
modesta y resultados aun pendientes

Por ABBIE PERRAULT
abbie@bigbendsentinel.com

MARFA — Cuando el gobernador anuncié un programa de sitios de
prueba de acceso temporal en todo Texas y envid a 1,200 miembros de la
Guardia Nacional de Texas para llevar a cabo la mision la semana pasada,
algunos se alegraron de ver a Marfa, Presidio, Alpine y Terlingua incluidos.
Los médicos locales y los funcionarios del gobierno a menudo han citado
la falta de pruebas disponibles al hablar de los cero casos confirmados de
coronavirus en el tri-condado; Es por eso que presumen que puede haber
casos no diagnosticados en el area.

La jueza Cinderela Guevara calificé las pruebas locales como una “defensa
proactiva de la salud publica para toda la comunidad” cuando anuncié las
fechas de las pruebas del fin de semana pasado. Habia escuchado al respecto
en la oficina del gobernador el martes por la noche, dandoles a los condados
locales poco mas de tres dias para establecer y dejar que los residentes sepan
cuando, donde y como hacerse la prueba.

Pronto surgio una linea directa y se les dijo a los residentes que la llamaran
y proporcionaran informacion sobre los sintomas para obtener una cita.
Pero como la Big Bend Gazette informé por primera vez, aquellos en el

(continua en la pagina 3)

Ready or not, Texas reopens Friday

By ABBIE PERRAULT
abbie@bigbendsentinel.com

TEXAS — Governor Greg Abbott announced Monday that he would
allow his stay-at-home order to expire April 30, introducing a phased
reopening plan that begins Friday, May 1.

The reopening plan has called into question the powers of counties and
cities to use emergency orders to limit activity during coronavirus. The new
mandate also revealed that while the governor said individuals have the
“ultimate control” in their choice to continue to stay home or go out, many
will risk losing unemployment if they decide not to immediately return to
work at reopened businesses.

Notably, the governor said his order supersedes all local orders, putting
an end to regulations like those in the City of Presidio that have required
residents to wear masks.

In the tri-county, officials have implemented harsher regulations during
coronavirus than the state has. Marfa and Presidio County restricted hotels
and rentals in emergency orders this April, and now the governments
question whether they will be allowed to extend those orders.

When coronavirus concerns began, Texas’ cities and counties took action,
ordering residents to stay-at-home in a patchwork of local ordinances,
rather than a state mandate. The governor issued a stay-at-home after that,
and now, that local power is dissipating as the governor supersedes local
control with his order.

Hotels and motels are not explicitly mentioned in the governor’s new
orders, something local officials think might still allow them the power to
choose to restrict them if needed.

On Tuesday, the governor’s office provided a statement to Presidio
County’s attorney, Rod Ponton, saying, “Hotels and motels have been an
essential service, which (per the Governor’s Executive Orders) means that
local governments cannot restrict them.” The Texas attorney general’s office
additionally said that restricting short-term rentals like Airbnbs is a violation
of private property rights and that hotels can not be lawfully closed.

In a memorandum to county commissioners, Ponton shared this
information and recommended county officials let their local orders expire
on April 30.

Commissioner Brenda Bentley disagreed, saying “I feel that allowing the

(Continued on page 2)

Listo o no, Texas reabre el viernes

Por ABBIE PERRAULT
abbie@bigbendsentinel.com

TEXAS — El gobernador Greg Abbott anuncio el lunes que permitiria que
su orden de quedarse en casa expire el 30 de Abril, presentando un plan de
reapertura gradual que comienza el viernes 1 de mayo.

El plan de reapertura ha cuestionado los poderes de los condados y
ciudades para usar ordenes de emergencia para limitar la actividad
durante el coronavirus. El nuevo mandato también reveld que, atin que el
gobernador dijo que las personas tienen el "control final" en su eleccion de
continuar quedandose en casa o salir, muchos correran el riesgo de perder
el desempleo si deciden no volver inmediatamente a trabajar en negocios
reabiertos.

En particular, el gobernador dijo que su orden reemplaza a todas las 6rdenes
locales, poniendo fin a regulaciones como las de la Ciudad de Presidio que
han exigido a los residentes que usen mascaras.

En el tri-condado, los funcionarios han implementado regulaciones mas
severas durante el coronavirus que el estado. El condado de Marfay Presidio
restringieron los hoteles y alquileres en 6rdenes de emergencia este Abril,
y ahora los gobiernos cuestionan si se les permitira extender esas ordenes.

Cuando comenzaron las preocupaciones por el coronavirus, las ciudades
y los condados de Texas tomaron medidas, ordenando a los residentes que
se quedaran en casa en un mosaico de ordenanzas locales, en lugar de un
mandato estatal. El gobernador emiti6é una estadia en el hogar después de
eso, y ahora, ese poder local se esta disipando a medida que el gobernador
reemplaza el control local con su orden.

Los hoteles y moteles no se mencionan explicitamente en las nuevas
ordenes del gobernador, algo que los funcionarios locales piensan que aun
podria permitirles el poder de restringirlos si fuera necesario.

El martes, la oficina del gobernador proporciond una declaracion al
abogado del condado de Presidio, Rod Ponton, diciendo: "Los hoteles y
moteles han sido un servicio esencial, que (seglin las 6rdenes ejecutivas del
gobernador) significa que los gobiernos locales no pueden restringirlos".
La oficina del fiscal general de Texas dijo ademas que restringir alquileres
a corto plazo como AirBnB's es una violacion de los derechos de propiedad
privada y que los hoteles no pueden cerrarse legalmente.

En un memorando a los comisionados del condado, Ponton compartio esta

(continda en la pagina 3)

Solitaire
Homes: estamos
pagando a
trabajadores
protegidos

Por STEPHEN PAULSEN
stephen@bigbendsentinel.com

OJINAGA — La ciudad de
Presidio ha sido severamente
afectada por las preocupaciones
sobre el coronavirus. Con pocas
o ninguna reserva de efectivo, los
lideres de la ciudad temen que
puedan maximizar su presupuesto,
como The Big Bend Sentinel le
informo la semana pasada.

Pero no todo son malas noticias
para el area de Presidio-Ojinaga.
Con algunos grandes empleadores
institucionales como la Patrulla
Fronteriza en el 4rea, muchos
trabajadores locales han tenido
trabajos esenciales. Y en Ojinaga,
alrededor de 300 empleados en las
instalaciones locales de Solitaire
Homes reciben el pago completo
mientras se refugian en casa, dijo el
representante de Solitaire Homes,
H. Cowan, en una entrevista la
semana pasada.

Como gran parte de los Estados
Unidos, México ha impuesto
ordenes de emergencia que limitan
la actividad no esencial y cierran
algunos lugares de trabajo. Esas
reglas se aplicaron a la mayoria de
las maquiladoras, excepto algunas
que se consideran esenciales.

Esas designaciones esenciales
podrian haberse aplicado a Solitaire
Homes, pero la compaifiia decidid
tomar la ruta segura, dijo Cowan.

“Sin saberlo, tomamos la posicion
de que el decreto del gobierno
federal era enviar a todos a casa”,
dijo. Los trabajadores estan en
licencia, con sueldo.

Los bloqueos de coronavirus han
planteado desafios unicos para
las maquiladoras como Solitario.
Con la mayoria de sus empleados
en Ojinaga e instalaciones en
ambos lados de la frontera, los
trabajadores deben cruzar la frontera
regularmente en un momento
de restricciones de movimiento.
Estados Unidos y México cerraron
sus puertos a viajes no esenciales el

mes pasado.
Y si bien puede ser lo
suficientemente  dificil  hacer

un seguimiento del mosaico de
orientacion local, estatal y federal
sobre coronavirus, las compaiiias
como Solitario también deben
preocuparse por las reglas en otro
pais.

Los bloqueos por coronavirus
siguen siendo una realidad en
Meéxico, mientras que en Texas el
gobernador Greg Abbott anuncid
que comenzaria a aliviar las
restricciones de salud el viernes.
Cowan no pudo ser contactado de
inmediato para comentar sobre el
impacto de la guia estatal revisada.

Mientras tanto, todo lo que la
compailia puede hacer es “reevaluar
cada mes”, dijo Cowan. Dijo que
Solitario continuara pagando a los
trabajadores, incluso si no pueden
regresar a mediados de mayo, pero
reconocid: “No estoy seguro de que
sea un pago completo”.

Sin embargo, en el futuro, Cowan
estaba seguro de una cosa: Solitaire
Homes resistira la tormenta de
coronavirus.

“Este es un problema temporal
para nosotros y miles de fabricas
de todo tipo”, dijo. “Somos
afortunados de tener la capacidad
de aguantar aqui, buscar el turno y
estar listos para volver a subir”.

Parte de eso es el negocio de casas
moviles. Si bien “la demanda se ha
atenuado por un tiempo”, cree que
seguira existiendo un mercado para
el producto de la compaiia.

“La gente no ha dicho que no va
a comprar [una casa movil]”, dijo,
citando estadisticas recientes de la
industria. “Simplemente no van a
comprar uno ahora”.
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A National Guardsman puts on a face shield as part of his full body personal protective equipment before
administering a test in Marfa on Saturday. The National Guard visited four local cities, including Presidio, to

test for coronavirus last weekend.

Un miembro de la Guardia Nacional se pone una careta como parte de su equipo de proteccion personal de
cuerpo completo antes de administrar una prueba en Marfa el sabado. La Guardia Nacional visito cuatro
ciudades locales, incluida Presidio, para detectar coronavirus el pasado fin de semana.

Testing

(Continued from page 1)

each of the four sites. On Saturday, 64 residents in
Marfa were tested and 51 in Alpine. The next day, with
fewer hours of testing, 42 were tested in Presidio and
26 in Terlingua.

“This is a good turnout,” Major John Hughes remarked
last Saturday morning outside the USO in Marfa. Their
group of guardsmen had been in Van Horn the day
before, and from noon to five, they had 18 people turn
out. In Marfa, they had already tested 20 residents by 11
a.m. The leftover tests from Van Horn had been brought
to Marfa, increasing their total available tests from the
75 tests previously announced.

Though the guardsmen that The Big Bend Sentinel
spoke to had never performed medical operations,
they were glad to be able to contribute and ran their
operation tidily. They drove to West Texas from their
base in Fort Worth, coming from various roles in
aircraft maintenance, piloting, transportation and dental
services. “This is totally out of our job description, but
we’re loving every minute of it,” said Chief Master
Sergeant Trey McKinney.

Even with smooth operations from the guard, the
hangup was in getting the word out. “We’re getting
better at this, we’re streamlining processes,” Hughes
said, but, “It’s a small community. People are nervous,
people don’t know what it is, people don’t know where
to call. It’s a lot of barriers to entry, so we want to knock
down those barriers.”

Presidio County Emergency Management Coordinator
and Marfa Fire Chief Gary Mitschke and Marfa EMS
Director Bert Lagarde were on the sidewalk, soliciting
residents to take advantage of the opportunity to be
tested. “They were pretty lenient here in Marfa, because
anyone who wanted to get tested got tested,” Lagarde
said after the event. “The fire chief and myself were
standing out there saying, ‘Hey, go get tested.”” Lagarde
and Mitschke also encouraged their own emergency
response staff to get tested, even without symptoms,
due to their regular contact with local residents and
the infirm. There were plenty of tests available, and a
good number were left over when the drive-through site
closed down Saturday evening.

For those who did take the chance, it started with a
call: those who wanted to be tested provided personal
information and answered a series of questions on
the hotline about whether or not they had various
symptoms. While the state had said two symptoms
should be exhibited, in Marfa, none were required.
Callers were then given an appointment, though if
the line was empty, there was no need to wait for that
appointment time.

“We need you to have an appointment so we can put
you in the system,” Major Hughes explained. “If we
were rolling heavy through here, that system would
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work. But our throughput in small towns — we just want
whatever’s beneficial for the people,” he said. They
adjusted operations to let callers proceed through even
before appointment times.

After calling, the person getting tested pulled into
the alley north of the USO. Pressing their Texas ID or
driver’s license to the window, an officer read off their
details into a walkie talkie. The car windows stayed up,
and a guardswoman gestured the patient on to the second
station. Another guardsman, in full body personal
protective equipment, had the patient crack a window,
pushing a COVID-19 pamphlet through. Folded inside
was a kleenex and a facemask. The patient being tested
was instructed to blow their nose and put on the mask.

At the last station, the patient’s nostrils were swabbed,
reaching all the way back to scrape against the tissue
between the nose and mouth. “It’s ten seconds out
of your entire day, so I promise it’s not bad,” the last
guardsman said before administering the test.

The guardsman swiped one swab in the left nostril,
then another in the right as the patient tilted their head
far back, still seated in their vehicle. That was it. From
there, tests were kept in coolers, later whisked away by
highway patrol or game wardens who could carry them
swiftly to state labs.

The paper the patient received explains, “You have
been swabbed for the novel Coronavirus (COVID-19).
Complete test results are expected 24-48 hours from the
time your specimen was taken. In some cases, the wait
can be up to 72 hours.”

Lagarde said he attended a Zoom discussion with Dr.
Ekta Escovar this week, who said test results might take
a little bit longer because of the sheer number of tests
arriving at labs.

The EMS director hasn’t received his results as of
Wednesday, four days — or over 96 hours — since his
test. Neither has his staff, or other patients with whom
The Big Bend Sentinel spoke.

In addition to the state providing results to individuals,
Judge Guevara said she will be immediately notified
by the Texas Department of State Health Services if
any positive tests come up. Thus far, she has not heard
anything.

Property taxes head for a
‘very large increase’ this year

PRESIDIO COUNTY — The State Comptroller
Property Value Study continues to be a problem for the
Presidio County Appraisal District and the citizens of
Marfa. Results of the 2019 value study were recently
released showing that Marfa ISD failed the study again.
This issue continues to be a contentious one, with local
taxpayers continuing to express outrage at the high
values, while local sales indicate that the appraisal
district is still not up to the required values of law.
State law requires the standard of “market value,” and
each school district in Texas must appraise within five
percent of that calculated number or the local school
loses state funding. Because Marfa is considered a “rich
district” due to high home values, Marfa actually pays
recapture amounts back to the Texas Education Agency.

Richard Petree, a consultant hired by the board to
try to fix the problems of the district five years ago,
is proposing a very large increase for 2020 to meet
the market value standard. The average home value
is increasing 58 percent, and small tracts of land and
town lots are increasing almost 50 percent due to the
sales data that was discovered by the state. The only
positive part of this news is that homesteads in Marfa
are protected from any increase greater than 10 percent,
so those taxes will only rise that amount. Over 65
homesteads are “capped” for school taxes, protecting

them from any increase.

Of the $83 million increase, almost $43 million is
protected from taxation by the cap on homesteads.
Three-hundred-seventeen  homesteads are also
protected from any increase because of the freeze on
school taxes for the disabled and elderly.

Petree stated, “I know this is going to be really
difficult, especially considering that the virus issue may
negatively impact values going forward, but we are
required to use the assessment date of January 1 as the
value date. The disaster provision in the tax code does
not allow us to consider how this epidemic will impact
value in Marfa according to Attorney General Paxton.”

Presidio ISD will also see an increase in value due to
reclassification on most homes and on land values.

Taxpayers who have evidence that their values are not
at the level estimated are asked to submit that evidence
by email. An employee of the district will call each
person who protests to share information about the
property. If an agreement on value can be reached, no
further action will be necessary. If an agreement is not
reached, then the appraisal review board will hear the
case later in the spring or early summer. It has not been
determined at this point whether or not those meetings
will be held in person or remotely.

Texas reopens

(Continued from page 1)

orders to expire would give people the impression that
because there are no orders, it’s safe, and they’re free
to just go back to life as usual.” She called the move
dangerous at this point, and hoped to implement some
orders that do not contradict the governor’s, in order to
“let people know we’re not out of the woods yet.”

Presidio County Judge Cinderela Guevara said
on Tuesday that she no longer sees a reason for the
hotel, motel and short-term rental restrictions. “At
first we had all this fear and didn’t know about the
virus or how to prevent it,” Guevara said. With more
information available now, she said people just need to
be responsible.

“I don’t know if we can continue to hurt them
economically that way,” speaking of the economic hit
the local hotel industry has taken during the closure. “I
know a lot of people are going to be upset and confused,
but I’ll go back to the governor’s orders that if people
want to shelter in place and don’t want to go out, they
don’t have to.”

As of press time, the county has not formally set a
meeting to discuss the expiring orders. The City of
Marfa held a meeting at 6 p.m. Wednesday after press
time to discuss actions going forward. They will meet
again tonight, Thursday, with details for the digital
meeting available on the city’s website.

As for the governor’s phased reopening plan, phase
one begins on Friday, May 1. In that phase, the governor
emphasizes that vulnerable populations, especially
those over age 65, should stay home “if at all possible.”

“All retail stores, restaurants, movie theaters and
malls can reopen May 1,” Abbott said of the first phase
on Friday. The order also allows museums and libraries
to reopen, as long as hands-on exhibits are closed.

“This is permission to open, not a requirement,”
Abbott said, suggesting businesses can stay closed
on their own convictions. With individuals no longer
required to stay at home, Abbott said they still have
“ultimate control” over their own safety, adding that
those who are concerned “should use that control.” But
as businesses reopen, workers will be offered their jobs
back, and that comes with consequences.

TWC spokesperson Cisco Gamez confirmed that
those who choose to continue to exercise their “ultimate
control” and stay home will lose their unemployment if
they do not return to their reopened job. “If your business
is safe and meeting those guidelines and you do not go
back to work, you will not be eligible for unemployment
insurance,” Gamez told multiple press outlets.

Texas residents, even those who are older or are
immunocompromised, may have to choose between
personal health and paying the bills. Without the security
of unemployment payments, many will return to work.

For all businesses in phase one, Abbott said, “On the
advice of doctors, occupancy is limited to no more than
25 percent.” He called that limitation a proven business
strategy, noting that HEB and Home Depot have used it.

But in communities like each of the three tri-counties,
the state will potentially allow even more capacity to
open in businesses. For counties in Texas with fewer
than five cases recorded, 50 percent capacity is permitted
at businesses.

Presidio, Brewster and Jeff Davis counties meet
that provision, and may submit a form to the state for
approval to open at 50 percent capacity. On the subject
of the more relaxed rules for counties with fewer than
five cases, Abbott said, “If there is an outbreak, it could
cause them to revert back to a more limited capacity.”

Phase one allows doctors, nurses and dentists to
return to regular operations with general advice
to social distance and take precautions. It allows
essential businesses to continue as they have and also
expands infectious disease protocols for senior living
communities.

The first phase does not allow for barbershops, hair
salons, bars or gyms to reopen, though the governor said
he hoped to have those up and running by mid-May.

That will all depend on the success of phase one. If the
state sees a bounce in cases after phase one is in effect,
that’s not enough by itself. “Just because there may be
an increase in the number of people who test positive,
that’s not a decisive criteria,” Abbott said. The governor
said hospitalization rates and death rates also weigh into
the calculation of moving to phase two.

Phase two opens more businesses and is scheduled for
May 18, pending any flare up of cases, hospitalizations
and deaths that would cause the state to reconsider.

“There’s a reason that not all businesses in Texas can
open all at once,” Abbott said. He cited “precautionary
tales” like a new growth in cases in certain parts of
China and Singapore experiencing a second wave that
is bigger than its first.

Defending his decision to reopen at this time, the
governor pointed to his recently deployed mobile testing
units run by the National Guard, a new contact-tracing
effort and an aspirational goal to test 26,000 Texans a
day as reasons it is now safer to reopen businesses in
the state.

“It’s hard to get rid of this virus because it is so
contagious,” Abbott said. “We’re not just going to open
up and hope for the best.” He told the press the phases
were put in place so “we don’t have to reopen and have
to close down” again, and mentioned again that present
and future decisions rely on “doctors and data.”

The governor also signed a new executive order
Monday that states, “Every person who enters the State
of Texas as the final destination through an airport, from
apoint of origin or point of last departure in the following
— State of California; State of Connecticut; State of
New York; State of New Jersey; State of Washington;
City of Atlanta, Georgia; City of Chicago, Illinois; City
of Detroit, Michigan; or City of Miami, Florida — shall
be subject to mandatory self-quarantine for a period of
14 days from the time of entry into Texas or the duration
of the person’s presence in Texas, whichever is shorter.”
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Pruebas

(continua de la pagina 1)

otro extremo de la linea estaban proporcionando
informacion inexacta a algunos, confundiendo un
despliegue ya rapido.

Al juez Guevara se le dijo que habria alrededor
de 75 pruebas en cada uno de los cuatro sitios.
El sabado, 64 residentes en Marfa fueron
examinados y 51 en Alpine. Al dia siguiente, con
menos horas de pruebas, 42 fueron evaluadas en
Presidio y 26 en Terlingua.

“Esta es una buena participacién”, comento
el mayor John Hughes el sabado por la mafiana
afuera de la USO en Marfa. Su grupo de guardias
habia estado en Van Horn el dia anterior, y desde
el mediodia hasta las cinco, tuvieron 18 personas.
En Marfa, ya habian examinado a 20 residentes
a las 11 de la mafana. Las pruebas sobrantes de
Van Horn se habian llevado a Marfa, aumentando
su total de pruebas disponibles de las 75 pruebas
anunciadas previamente.

Aunque los guardias con los que The Big
Bend Sentinel hablé nunca habian realizado
operaciones médicas, se alegraron de poder
contribuir y ejecutar su operacion ordenadamente.
Condujeron al oeste de Texas desde su base en
Fort Worth, provenientes de diversos roles en el
mantenimiento de aeronaves, pilotaje, transporte
y servicios dentales. “Esto esta totalmente fuera
de nuestra descripcion del trabajo, pero nos
encanta cada minuto”, dijo el Sargento Primero
en Jefe Trey McKinney.

Incluso con las suaves operaciones del guardia,
el problema fue hacer correr la voz. “Estamos
mejorando en esto, estamos simplificando los
procesos”, dijo Hughes, pero, “es una comunidad
pequeia. La gente esta nerviosa, la gente no sabe
qué es, la gente no sabe a donde llamar. Son
muchas barreras de entrada, asi que queremos
derribar esas barreras .

El coordinador de manejo de emergencias del
condado de Presidio y el jefe de bomberos de

Marfa, Gary Mitschke, y el director de Marfa

EMS, Bert Lagarde, estaban en la acera,
solicitando a los residentes que aprovechen la
oportunidad de hacerse la prueba. “Eran bastante
indulgentes aqui en Marfa, porque cualquiera que
quisiera hacerse la prueba se hizo la prueba”, dijo
Lagarde después del evento. “El jefe de bomberos
y yo estabamos parados alli diciendo: ‘Oye,
hazte la prueba’”. Lagarde y Mitschke también
alentaron a su propio personal de respuesta de
emergencia a hacerse la prueba, incluso sin
sintomas, debido a su contacto regular con los
residentes locales y los enfermos. . Hubo muchas
pruebas disponibles, y un buen nimero quedd
cuando el sitio de transito cerrd el sabado por la
noche.

Para aquellos que aprovecharon la oportunidad,
comenz6 con una llamada: aquellos que querian
hacerse la prueba proporcionaron informacioén
personal y respondieron una serie de preguntas
en la linea directa sobre si tenian o no varios
sintomas. Si bien el estado habia dicho que se
debian exhibir dos sintomas, en Marfa no se
requeria ninguno. Las personas que llamaron
recibieron una cita, aunque si la linea estaba
vacia, no habia necesidad de esperar esa hora.

“Necesitamos que tenga una cita para que
podamos ponerlo en el sistema”, explic el mayor
Hughes. “Si estuviéramos rodando por aqui, ese
sistema funcionaria. Pero nuestro rendimiento en
las ciudades pequeiias, solo queremos lo que sea
beneficioso para la gente ”, dijo. Ajustaron las
operaciones para permitir que las personas que
Ilaman contintien incluso antes de las citas.

Después de llamar, la persona que se hizo
la prueba se meti6 en el callejon al norte de la
USO. Al presionar su identificacion de Texas o su
licencia de conducir en la ventana, un oficial leyo
sus detalles en un walkie talkie. Las ventanillas
del automovil se mantuvieron abiertas, y una
mujer de la guardia sefial6 a la paciente hacia la
segunda estacion. Otro guardia, con equipo de

proteccion personal de cuerpo completo, hizo
que el paciente abriera una ventana, empujando
un folleto COVID-19. Doblado dentro habia
un kleenex y una mascarilla. El paciente que
estaba siendo examinado recibi6 instrucciones de
sonarse la nariz y ponerse la mascara.

En la ultima estacion, se frotaron las fosas
nasales del paciente, alcanzando todo el camino
para raspar el tejido entre la nariz y la boca. “Son
diez segundos de todo el dia, asi que prometo
que no esta mal”, dijo el Gltimo guardia antes de
administrar la prueba.

El guardia guarddé un hisopo en la fosa nasal
izquierda, luego otro en la derecha mientras el
paciente inclinaba la cabeza hacia atras, atn
sentado en su vehiculo. Eso fue todo. A partir de
ahi, las pruebas se mantuvieron en refrigeradores,
y luego las patrullas de carretera o los guardias de
caza los llevaron rapidamente a los laboratorios
estatales.

El documento que recibid el paciente explica:
“Tehan tomado unamuestradel nuevo coronavirus
(COVID-19). Se esperan resultados completos de
la prueba entre 24 y 48 horas desde el momento
en que se tomo la muestra. En algunos casos, la
espera puede ser de hasta 72 horas “.

Lagarde dijo que asistid a una discusion de
Zoom con el Dr. Ekta Escovar esta semana, quien
dijo que los resultados de las pruebas podrian
tardar un poco mas debido a la gran cantidad de
pruebas que llegan a los laboratorios.

El director de EMS no ha recibido sus resultados
hasta el miércoles, cuatro dias, o mas de 96 horas,
desde su prueba. Tampoco su personal u otros
pacientes con quienes The Big Bend Sentinel
hablo.

Ademas de que el estado proporciona resultados
a las personas, el juez Guevara dijo que el
Departamento de Servicios de Salud del Estado
de Texas le notificara de inmediato si se presentan
pruebas positivas. Hasta el momento, ella no ha
escuchado nada.

Texas reabre
(continda de la pagina 1)

informacion y recomendo a los funcionarios del condado que sus 6rdenes
locales expiren el 30 de Abril. La comisionada Brenda Bentley no estuvo
de acuerdo y dijo: "Siento que permitir que las 6rdenes expiren le daria a la
gente la impresion de que no hay érdenes". , es seguro y son libres de volver
a la vida como siempre ". Ella califico el movimiento como peligroso en
este punto, y esperaba implementar algunas 6rdenes que no contradicen las
del gobernador, con el fin de "dejar que la gente sepa que aun no estamos
fuera de peligro".

La jueza del condado de Presidio, Cinderela Guevara, dijo el martes que
ya no ve una razon para las restricciones del hotel, el motel y el alquiler a
corto plazo. "Al principio teniamos todo este miedo y no sabiamos sobre el
virus o como prevenirlo", dijo Guevara. Con mas informacion disponible
ahora, dijo que las personas solo necesitan ser responsables.

"No sé si podemos continuar perjudicandolos econémicamente de esa
manera", hablando del impacto econdémico que la industria hotelera local
ha sufrido durante el cierre. "S¢ que mucha gente se va a enojar y confundir,
pero volveré a las 6rdenes del gobernador de que si la gente quiere refugiarse
en el lugar y no quiere salir, no tiene que hacerlo".

Al momento de la publicacion, el condado no ha establecido formalmente
una reunion para discutir las ordenes que expiran. La ciudad de Marfa
celebro una reunion a las 6 pm del miércoles después del horario de prensa
para discutir las acciones que se llevaran a cabo. Se reuniran nuevamente
esta noche, jueves, con los detalles de la reunion digital disponibles en el
sitio web de la ciudad.

En cuanto al plan de reapertura por etapas del gobernador, la fase uno
comienza el viernes 1 de abril. En esa fase, el gobernador enfatiza que
las poblaciones vulnerables, especialmente las abrilres de 65 afos, deben
quedarse en casa "si es posible".

"Todas las tiendas minoristas, restaurantes, cines y centros comerciales
pueden reabrir el 1 de abril", dijo Abbott sobre la primera fase el viernes.
La orden también permite la reapertura de museos y bibliotecas, siempre y
cuando las exposiciones practicas estén cerradas.

"Este es un permiso para abrir, no un requisito", dijo Abbott, sugiriendo
que las empresas pueden permanecer cerradas por sus propias convicciones.
Como las personas ya no tienen que quedarse en casa, Abbott dijo que
todavia tienen el "control final" sobre su propia seguridad, y agregd que
aquellos que estan preocupados "deberian usar ese control". Pero a medida
que las empresas vuelvan a abrir, a los trabajadores se les ofrecera sus
trabajos nuevamente, y eso conlleva consecuencias. El vocero de TWC,
Cisco Gamez, confirmo6 que aquellos que eligen continuar ejerciendo su
"control final" y quedarse en casa perderan su desempleo si no regresan
a su trabajo reabierto ". Si su negocio esta seguro y cumple con esos y
no regrese al trabajo, no sera elegible para el seguro de desempleo ", dijo
Gamez a varios medios de prensa. Los

residentes de Texas, incluso aquellos que son mayores o estan
inmunocomprometidos, pueden tener que elegir entre salud personal y
pagar las facturas. Sin la seguridad de los pagos por desempleo, muchos
volveran a trabajar.

Para todos los negocios en la fase uno, Abbott dijo: "Por consejo de los
médicos, la ocupacion se limita a no mas del 25 por ciento". Llamo a esa
limitacion una estrategia comercial probada, sefialando que HEB y Home
Depot la han usado.

Pero en comunidades como cada uno de los tres condados, el estado
potencialmente permitird atin mdas capacidad para abrir en las empresas.
Para los condados en Texas con menos de cinco casos registrados, se

permite un 50 por ciento de capacidad en las empresas.

Los condados de Presidio, Brewster y Jeff Davis cumplen con esa
disposicion y pueden enviar un formulario al estado para su aprobacion
para abrir al 50 por ciento de su capacidad. Sobre el tema de las reglas mas
relajadas para los condados con menos de cinco casos, Abbott dijo: "Si hay
un brote, podria hacer que vuelvan a una capacidad mas limitada".

La fase uno permite a los médicos, enfermeras y dentistas volver a las
operaciones regulares con consejos generales sobre la distancia social y
tomar precauciones. Permite que las empresas esenciales continien como
lo han hecho y también expande los protocolos de enfermedades infecciosas
para las comunidades de ancianos.

La primera fase no permite la reapertura de peluquerias, peluquerias,
bares o gimnasios, aunque el gobernador dijo que esperaba tenerlos en
funcionamiento a mediados de Mayo.

Todo eso dependera del éxito de la fase uno. Si el estado ve un rebote en
los casos después de que la fase uno esté vigente, eso no es suficiente por si
solo. "Solo porque puede haber un aumento en el nimero de personas que
dan positivo, ese no es un criterio decisivo", dijo Abbott. El gobernador dijo
que las tasas de hospitalizacion y mortalidad también influyen en el calculo
de pasar a la fase dos.

La fase dos abre mas negocios y esta programada para el 18 de mayo, a la
espera de cualquier brote de casos, hospitalizaciones y muertes que podrian
reconsiderar el estado.

"Hay una razoén por la cual no todas las empresas en Texas pueden abrir
todas a la vez", dijo Abbott. Cit6 "cuentos de precaucion”" como un nuevo
crecimiento en casos en ciertas partes de China y Singapur que experimentan
una segunda ola que es mas grande que la primera.

En defensa de su decision de reabrir en este momento, el gobernador sefialo
sus unidades de prueba moviles recientemente desplegadas administradas
por la Guardia Nacional, un nuevo esfuerzo de rastreo de contactos y un
objetivo aspiracional para evaluar a 26,000 tejanos por dia como razones
por las cuales ahora es mas seguro reabrir negocios en el estado.

"Es dificil deshacerse de este virus porque es muy contagioso", dijo
Abbott. "No solo vamos a abrirnos y esperar lo mejor". Le dijo a la prensa
que las fases se pusieron en marcha para que "no tengamos que volver
a abrir y cerrar", y mencion6 nuevamente que las decisiones presentes y
futuras dependen de "médicos y datos".

El gobernador también firmoé una nueva orden ejecutiva el Lunes que dice:
"Toda persona que ingresa al Estado de Texas como el destino final a través
de un aeropuerto, desde un punto de origen o el ltimo punto de partida
en el siguiente - Estado de California; Estado de Connecticut ; Estado de
Nueva York; Estado de Nueva Jersey; Estado de Washington; Ciudad de
Atlanta, Georgia; Ciudad de Chicago, Illinois; Ciudad de Detroit, Michigan;
o Ciudad de Miami, Florida - estaran sujetas a una cuarentena obligatoria
para un periodo de 14 dias desde el momento de entrada en Texas o la
duracion de la presencia de la persona en Texas, lo que sea mas corto ".
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Los impuestos a la
propiedada un “gran
aumento” este ano

CONDADO DE PRESIDIO — EI Estudio del Valor de la Propiedad del
Contralor del Estado continta siendo un problema para el Distrito de Ta-
sacion del Condado de Presidio y los ciudadanos de Marfa. Los resulta-
dos del estudio de valor de 2019 se publicaron recientemente y muestran
que Marfa ISD fallé nuevamente en el estudio. Este problema sigue siendo
polémico, ya que los contribuyentes locales contintian expresando su indig-
nacion por los altos valores, mientras que las ventas locales indican que el
distrito de tasacion aun no cumple con los valores legales exigidos. La ley
estatal requiere el estandar de “valor de mercado”, y cada distrito escolar en
Texas debe evaluar dentro del cinco por ciento de ese nimero calculado o la
escuela local pierde fondos estatales. Debido a que Marfa se considera un
“distrito rico” debido a los altos valores de las viviendas, Marfa realmente
paga las cantidades recuperadas a la Agencia de Educacion de Texas.

Richard Petree, un consultor contratado por la junta para tratar de solu-
cionar los problemas del distrito hace cinco afios, propone un aumento muy
grande para 2020 para cumplir con el estandar de valor de mercado. El
valor promedio de las viviendas aumenta un 58 por ciento, y las pequefias
extensiones de terrenos y lotes urbanos aumentan casi un 50 por ciento de-
bido a los datos de ventas descubiertos por el estado. La tnica parte positiva
de esta noticia es que las granjas en Marfa estan protegidas de cualquier
aumento superior al 10 por ciento, por lo que esos impuestos solo aumen-
taran esa cantidad. Mas de 65 viviendas estan “limitadas™ a los impuestos
escolares, protegiéndolos de cualquier aumento.

Del aumento de $ 83 millones, casi $ 43 millones estan protegidos de los
impuestos por el limite de las granjas. Trescientas diecisiete casas también
estan protegidas de cualquier aumento debido a la congelacion de los im-
puestos escolares para discapacitados y ancianos.

Petree declard: “Sé que esto va a ser realmente dificil, especialmente te-
niendo en cuenta que el problema del virus puede afectar negativamente
los valores en el futuro, pero estamos obligados a utilizar la fecha de evalu-
acion del 1 de enero como la fecha de valor. La disposicion sobre desastres
en el codigo tributario no nos permite considerar como esta epidemia afec-
tara el valor en Marfa segun el Procurador General Paxton”.

Presidio ISD también vera un aumento en el valor debido a la reclasifi-
cacion en la mayoria de las viviendas y en los valores de la tierra.

Los contribuyentes que tienen evidencia de que sus valores no estan en
el nivel estimado deben enviar esa evidencia por correo electronico. Un
empleado del distrito llamara a cada persona que proteste para compartir
informacion sobre la propiedad. Si se puede llegar a un acuerdo sobre el
valor, no sera necesaria ninguna otra accion. Si no se llega a un acuerdo, la
junta de revision de tasacion escuchara el caso mas tarde en la primavera
o0 a principios del verano. En este momento no se ha determinado si esas
reuniones se realizaran en persona o de forma remota.

Anuncie su negocio

The
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HELP FUND LOCAL

COVID-19 REPORTING
IN OUR COMMUNITY

As of press time, 69 donors have contributed over $10,000 to our COVID-19 Local
News Fund. Thank you. From the bottom of our hearts.

Make a tax-deductible donation today at
givebutter.com/thesentinel

The

CITY OF PRESIDIO, TEXAS

WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT IN PRESIDIO, TEXAS
NOTICE OF INVITATION FOR BIDS
NO. TX8090-OBR

The City of Presidio, Texas (the “Owner”) requests bids for construction of the Water Systems
Improvements Project (the “Project”). The Project will be constructed in the City of Presidio in the
Big Bend region of Texas, roughly 200 miles southeast of El Paso, Texas, on the U.S.-Mexico border.
The purpose of the Project is to improve sustainability by reducing pressure in the water distribution
system, protect water quality by eliminating line breaks that can lead to contamination of the water
supply, and to extend the distribution system to an unserved area.

The Project is being partially financed by the North American Development Bank (NADB), through its
Border Environment Infrastructure Fund Program (BEIF) which is funded by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA). EPA-funded or assisted projects must comply with the Civil Rights Act, Equal
Employment Opportunity requirements, and promote Small, Minority and Women-owned Businesses
participation through EPA’s Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) Program. Bidding for contracts
to be financed with the proceeds of a NADB grant are open to firms from any eligible country.

PROJECT: Water System Improvements Project in Presidio, Texas
BID DUE DATE: Thursday, May 28, 2020.
CLOSING TIME: 3:00 PM. (CDT).

The City of Presidio, Texas, will receive sealed bids for the Presidio Water System Improvements
Project at the City offices at 507 E. O’Reilly St. Presidio, Texas 79845 until 3:00 pm on Thursday,
May 28, 2020, at which time and place the sealed bids will be publicly opened and read aloud. Bids
received after closing time will be returned unopened.

Bids are invited for several items and quantities of work as follows:

1. Construction of approximately 8,400 linear feet of 12” DR-18 PVC water line with associated
valves, fittings, and appurtenance, as shown in the plans;

2. Construction of 3 pressure reducing valve stations in the existing water system;

3. Construction of approximately 16,400 linear feet of 8” DR-18 PVC water line with associated
valves, fittings, and appurtenance, as shown in the plans;

4. A packaged water booster station, as shown in the plans; and

5. A 50,000-gallon pedesphere -type elevated welded steel water tank, as shown in the plans.

Contract Documents including bid proposals forms, plan sheets, and specifications for the Project may
be viewed and downloaded free of charge with the option to purchase hard copies at www.civcastusa.
com.

A MANDATORY pre-bid conference will be conducted by the City of Presidio, Texas on Tuesday,
May 5, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. (CDT). The pre-bid conference is MANDATORY and shall be conducted
by video teleconference via a computer, tablet or smartphone at the following link: https://global.
gotomeeting.com/join/882303605 or via toll free telephone dial-in +1 (866) 899-4679 and
access code: 882-303-605. The Pre-Bid Meeting is MANDATORY, and the video conference will
hold a list of attendees (prospective Bidders).

Questions about this project must be submitted at least 5 business days prior to bid opening through
www.civcastusa.com in the Q&A portal. All addenda issued for this project will only be posted on www.
civcastusa.com.

A bid bond in the amount of 5 percent of the bid issued by an acceptable surety shall be submitted
with each bid. A certified check or bank draft payable to the City of Presidio, Texas or negotiable U.S.
Government Bonds (as par value) may be submitted in lieu of the Bid Bond.

The bid process will be carried out in accordance with NADB'’s procurement policies and procedures.
Companies that have been previously penalized by NADB and/or by the City of Presidio, Texas are not
eligible. Contractors/subcontractors that have been debarred, suspended or otherwise excluded from
or are ineligible for participation in federal assistance programs may not undertake any activity in part
or in full under this project.

Small, minority and female-owned firms are encouraged to submit bids for this project.

The City of Presidio, Texas reserves the right to reject any or all bids or to waive any informalities in the
bidding. In case of ambiguity or lack of clearness in stating prices in any bid, the Owner reserves the
right to consider the most advantageous construction thereof or to reject the bid. The contract will be
awarded to the highest ranked, responsible bidder with the lowest evaluated bid.

Bids may be held by the City of Presidio, Texas for a period not to exceed 60 days from the date of the
bid opening for the purpose of reviewing the bids and investigating the bidder’s qualifications prior
to the contract award.

Owner: City of Presidio, Texas
By: Brenda Acuna

Title:  City Secretary

Date: April 19,2020
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