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BURN BAN IN
EFFECT, NO
GROUND FIRES

by order of Presidio County

FACE COVERING
ORDINANCE IN EFFECT

by order of the State of Texas

Filing period
open for City
of Presidio
candidates

PRESIDIO — Presidio is having
a general/special election on May
1, and the filing period for hopeful
officeholders opened last week.
Candidates have until Friday,
February 12, to file.

Four positions are open, including
for mayor and for two full-term
city council seats, which will last
for two years. A one-year term to
replace former Councilmember
Antonio Manriquez, who stepped
down in November before the end
of his term, will also be on the ballot

on May 1.
The mayoral and other council
member seats are currently

occupied by Mayor John Ferguson,
Councilmember Irvin Olivas and
Councilmember Rogelio Zubia. It’s
not yet certain which of them will
be seeking reelection. At press time,
no one has yet filed for the May
elections, Brenda Lee Ornelas-
Acuiia, the Presidio city secretary,
said on Wednesday.

Anyone interested in filing for city
office can contact Ornelas-Acuiia by
email at bornelas@presidiotx.us or
by phone at 432-229-2201. People
can also contact Ornelas-Acuiia for
questions about the process.

To qualify for office, candidates
must meet certain requirements,
including one-year of residency in
Texas and six months of residency
in Presidio city. Presidio city
officials are also offering COVID-
safe notary public services, which
are necessary for full completion of
the candidate applications.

Brush fire
prompts
evacuations
in Presidio

By STEPHEN PAULSEN
stephen@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — A patch of brush on
the south outskirts of Presidio went
up in flames on Sunday, burning
around five acres before firefighters
were able to put it out.

The fire, which started around
2:30 p.m., burned for around two
hours, prompting evacuations of an
unknown number of houses in the
area. Numerous agencies responded
to the inferno, including U.S.
Customs and Border Protection and
Bomberos Ojinaga, the Ojinaga fire
department.

The fire was initially discovered
by some Border Patrol agents
who were patrolling near the
Rio Grande, said Greg Davis, a
CBP spokesperson. The agency
contacted the Presidio Volunteer
Fire Department, who responded
and took over scene command.

CBP weren’t “active in the
firefighting per se,” Davis said, but

(Continued on page 4)
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Set to debut in March,
new transmigrante route
leaves Presidio preparing

Staff photo
Adain Gonzalez fills up his tank at a gas station in West Texas last week,
as he made his way from California to Belize to sell used U.S. goods for
a profit in his home country. Working as a transmigrante, he said he had
long heard rumors about the Presidio/Ojinaga transmigrante route, which
Mexican officials finally confirmed in December. But the transmigrante
doubted whether the new port would be useful for his travels.

By STEPHEN PAULSEN
stephen@bigbendsentinel.com
and

By ABBIE PERRAULT
abbie@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — Once a major topic in Presidio, the issue of transmigrantes
fell by the wayside last year as city officials scrambled to respond to
coronavirus.

But now, as The Big Bend Sentinel reported last week, the topic is back on
the radar after the Mexican government in December officially announced
the new route in its Diario Oficial de la Federacion, the Mexican equivalent
of the federal register.

That announcement was short on details. But in a short section on

(Continued on page 2)

Trial begins in case
involving Terlingua man’s
allegedly obscene website

By STEPHEN PAULSEN
stephen@bigbendsentinel.com

TERLINGUA — A criminal trial has begun against Tom Arthur, a
Terlingua-area man whom prosecutors accuse of running an obscene
website focused on child sex abuse. After more than a year of legal filings,
jury selection began this Tuesday at a federal courthouse in Pecos.

Arthur, who faces charges for allegedly possessing, transporting and
distributing obscene materials through his website, was first arrested during
an FBI raid at his house in 2019. But the case has dragged on for a number
of reasons, including disruptions from the coronavirus pandemic and the
unusual nature of the case.

The charges against Arthur focus on allegedly obscene texts and drawings
hosted on Arthur’s for-profit website. Users contributed written and drawn
content to the website, the name of which The Big Bend Sentinel is not
printing. Prosecutors alleged Arthur was earning up to $14,000 a month.

At a bail hearing last November, prosecutors said they’d also allegedly
recovered actual child pornography while searching Arthur’s home and
electronic devices. Forreasons that are not yet entirely clear, those allegations
do not appear to be part of the charges against him. The government’s
case instead focuses on three drawings and five stories which appeared on
Arthur’s website and which the government alleges are obscene. The five
stories are accounts of sexual abuse of children. Prosecutors allege that the
drawings also depict children in an obscene manner.

(Continued on page 2)

Programada para debutar
en marzo, la nueva ruta
transmigrante deja a
Presidio preparandose

Por STEPHEN PAULSEN
stephen@bigbendsentinel.com

y
Por ABBIE PERRAULT
abbie@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — Aunque alguna vez fue un tema importante en Presidio, el
tema de los transmigrantes quedé dejado a lado el afio pasado cuando los
funcionarios de la ciudad se apresuraron a responder al coronavirus.

Pero ahora, como The Big Bend Sentinel informd la semana pasada,
el tema vuelve a estar en el radar después de que el gobierno mexicano
anunciara oficialmente en diciembre la nueva ruta en su Diario Oficial de
la Federacion, el equivalente mexicano del registro federal.

Ese anuncio fue corto en detalles. Pero en una breve seccion sobre las
reglas de “equipaje y franquicia” para transmigrantes, los funcionarios
mexicanos dijeron que los transmigrantes ahora serian procesados por
funcionarios de aduanas en Ojinaga.

El anuncio dijo que estas reglas entrarian en vigencia en tres meses, lo
que indica que la ruta podria debutar en marzo. El puerto de Los Indios
/ Matamoros, actualmente la tnica ruta aprobada para transmigrantes,
también permaneceria abierto a los comerciantes, segln el anuncio.

Adain Gonzalez, un transmigrante, se abria paso por el oeste de Texas la
semana pasada. Durante los ultimos tres afios, ha escuchado rumores pero
no confirmaciones sobre el cambio de ruta.

En el pasado, los funcionarios mexicanos “cambiaron el puerto por donde
se puede pasar”, dijo Gonzales, quien ha pasado 23 afios transportando
mercancias entre Estados Unidos y su pais de origen, Belice. “Pero siempre
pasas por uno solo”. Agregar Presidio sin eliminar Los Indios marcara la
primera vez que Gonzales tiene la oportunidad de elegir qué puerto usar.

A ambos lados de la frontera de Presidio / Ojinaga, los corredores se

(Continua en la pagina 3)

Comienza el juicio en
el caso que involucra el
sitio web de Terlingua
supuestamente obsceno

Por STEPHEN PAULSEN
stephen@bigbendsentinel.com

TERLINGUA — Ha comenzado un juicio penal contra Tom Arthur, un
hombre del area de Terlingua a quien los fiscales acusan de administrar un
sitio web obsceno centrado en el abuso sexual infantil. Después de mas
de un afio de presentaciones legales, la seleccion del jurado comenzo este
martes en un juzgado federal en Pecos.

Arthur, quien enfrenta cargos por presunta posesion, transporte y
distribucion de materiales obscenos a través de su sitio web, fue arrestado
por primera vez durante una redada del FBI en su casa en 2019. Pero el
caso se ha prolongado por varias razones, incluidas las interrupciones de la
pandemia de coronavirus y la naturaleza inusual del caso.

Los cargos contra Arthur se centran en textos y dibujos supuestamente
obscenos alojados en el sitio web con fines de lucro de Arthur. Los usuarios
contribuyeron con contenido escrito y dibujado al sitio web, cuyo nombre
The Big Bend Sentinel no estd imprimiendo. Los fiscales alegaron que
Arthur ganaba hasta 14.000 délares al mes.

En una audiencia de fianza en noviembre pasado, los fiscales dijeron
que supuestamente también habian recuperado pornografia infantil real
mientras registraban la casa y los dispositivos electronicos de Arthur. Por
razones que aun no estan del todo claras, esas acusaciones no parecen
formar parte de los cargos en su contra. En cambio, el caso del gobierno
se centra en tres dibujos y cinco historias que aparecieron en el sitio web
de Arthur y que el gobierno alega que son obscenos. Las cinco historias
son relatos de abuso sexual de nifios. Los fiscales alegan que los dibujos
también representan a nifios de manera obscena.

El juicio contra Arthur podria resultar un caso de prueba sobre la ley
federal de obscenidad. La ley federal prohibe claramente la pornografia

(Continua en la pagina 3)

Lawsuit against Presidio
County gets court date
after mediation fails

By ABBIE PERRAULT
abbie@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO COUNTY — At Presidio County Commissioners Court last
week, Judge Cinderela Guevara updated elected officials, county staff and
the public about the ongoing civil case brought by Mary Catherine “Katie”
Sanchez against Presidio County, Texas, and current County Treasurer
Frances Garcia.

Guevara said that in October, Sanchez, defendants and a few other
witnesses were deposed as part of regular discovery in the case. It was
another step in the ongoing federal suit that began in July 2019, when
Sanchez alleged in court filings that the elimination of the county’s Office
of Management and Budget — and thus, her role as the department’s
director — came about because of political retaliation.

(Continued on page 2)

La demanda contra el
condado de Presidio tiene
fecha de audiencia después
de que falla la mediacion

Por ABBIE PERRAULT
abbie@bigbendsentinel.com

CONDADO DE PRESIDIO — En la Corte de Comisionados del Condado
de Presidio la semana pasada, la jueza Cinderela Guevara actualizé a los
funcionarios electos, al personal del condado y al publico sobre el caso civil
en curso presentado por Mary Catherine “Katie” Sanchez contra el condado
de Presidio, Texas, y la actual tesorera del condado, Frances Garcia.

Guevara dijo que en octubre, Sanchez, los acusados y algunos otros
testigos fueron depuestos como parte del descubrimiento regular del caso.
Fue otro paso en la demanda federal en curso que comenz6 en julio de 2019,
cuando Sanchez aleg6 en los documentos judiciales que la eliminacion de

(Continua en la pagina 4)

POR ORDEN DEL CONDADO
DE PRESIDIO ENTRA EN
VIGOR UNA PROHIBICION
SOBRE EL USO DEL FUEGO,
NO SE PUEDE HACER FUEGO
SOBRE LOS TERRENOS.

ORDENANZA DE
CUBREBOCAS EN EFECTO

por orden del estado de texas

Periodo de
presentacion

abierto para
los candidatos

de la Ciudad
de Presidio

PRESIDIO — Presidio tendra una
eleccion general / especial el 1 de
mayo y el periodo de presentacion
para los candidatos a cargos
publicos se abri6 la semana pasada.
Los candidatos tienen hasta el
viernes 12 de febrero para presentar
su candidatura.

Hay cuatro puestos disponibles,
incluido el de alcalde y dos escafios
del concejo municipal, que duraran
dos afios. Un periodo de un afio
para reemplazar al ex concejal
Antonio Manriquez, quien renuncio
en noviembre antes del final de su
mandato, también estara en la boleta
el 1 de mayo.

Los puestos de alcalde y otros
miembros del concejo estan
ocupados actualmente por el alcalde
John Ferguson, concejal Irvin Olivas
y el concejal Rogelio Zubia. Atn no
se sabe con certeza cual de ellos
buscara la reeleccion. Al cierre de
esta edicion, nadie se ha presentado
todavia para las elecciones de
mayo, dijo el miércoles Brenda
Lee Ornelas-Acuiia, secretaria de la
ciudad de Presidio.

Cualquier persona interesada
en postularse para la oficina de
la ciudad puede comunicarse
con Ornelas-Acufla por correo
electronico a bornelas@presidiotx.
us o por teléfono al 432-229-2201.
Las personas también pueden
comunicarse con Ornelas-Acufia si
tienen preguntas sobre el proceso.

Para calificar para el cargo, los
candidatos deben cumplir con
ciertos requisitos, incluido un afio de
residencia en Texas y seis meses de
residencia en la ciudad de Presidio.
Los funcionarios de la ciudad de
Presidio también estan ofreciendo
servicios de notario publico seguros
de COVID, que son necesarios
para completar por completo las
solicitudes de los candidatos.

Incendio en el
monte provoca
evacuaciones
en Presidio

Por STEPHEN PAULSEN
stephen@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — Unos matorrales
en las afueras del sur de Presidio se
incendiaron el domingo, quemando
alrededor de cinco acres antes
de que los bomberos pudieran
apagarlo.

El incendio, que comenzd
alrededor de las 2:30 pm, ardi6
durante  aproximadamente  dos
horas, lo que provocé la evacuacion
de un numero desconocido de casas
en el areca. Numerosas agencias
respondieron al infierno, incluida
la Oficina de Aduanas y Proteccion
Fronteriza de EE. UU. Y Bomberos

Ojinaga, el departamento de
bomberos de Ojinaga.
El incendio fue descubierto

inicialmente por algunos agentes
de la Patrulla Fronteriza que

(Continua en la pagina 4)
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Transmigrante

(Continued from page 1)

“baggage and allowance” rules for transmigrantes,
Mexican officials said that transmigrantes would now
be processed by customs officials in Ojinaga.

The announcement said these rules would go into
effect in three months, indicating that the route could
debut as early as March. The Los Indios/Matamoros port
— currently the only approved route for transmigrantes
— would also remain open to the merchants, the
announcement said.

Adain Gonzalez, a transmigrante, was making his
way through West Texas last week. For the past three
years, he’s heard rumors but no confirmations about the
route change.

In the past, Mexican officials have “changed the
port where you can pass,”’said Gonzales, who’s spent
23 years transporting goods between the United States
and his home country of Belize. “But you always pass
through just one.” Adding Presidio without removing
Los Indios will mark the first time Gonzales has a
chance to choose which port to use.

On both sides of the Presidio/Ojinaga border, brokers
are preparing for a mix of new customers and new
competition. Port officials are preparing for a potential
influx in traffic. And city officials in Presidio are once
again figuring out how to respond, in hopes of getting
the new route delayed or canceled altogether.

At a city council meeting last week, when
transmigrantes showed up on the agenda, people at the
meeting could not hide their disappointment.

“Oh no,” one person on an audio recording of the
meeting said, “here we go again.” Another attendee
opined that “I thought [the transmigrante issue] had
gone away.”

Transmigrantes are traveling merchants from Central
America who purchase consumer goods in the United
States and resell them back home. The merchants aren’t
allowed to sell those goods in Mexico, and the country
tightly regulates the industry, funneling transmigrantes
onto certain routes and cataloging their goods as they
enter and leave the country.

Currently, the only transmigrante route runs through
Los Indios, a South Texas town where the traveling
merchants dominate the local economy and civic life.
At least 10 brokerage and depot businesses in tiny Los
Indios (pop. 850) cater to transmigrantes. The city even
celebrates a Dia del Transmigrante, or “Day of the
Transmigrante.”

Rick Cavazos, the mayor pro tem of Los Indios, told
The Big Bend Sentinel in 2019 that transmigrantes were
an important part of the local economy. A truck stop
used by transmigrantes was “by far the [largest] sales-
tax-driver for the city,” he said. But transmigrantes also
present challenges to the city, including traffic accidents
and frequent long wait times at the port.

Over years of meetings, Presidio city officials have
made it clear where they stand on the new proposed
transmigrante route.

Officials worry the new route could overwhelm local
services, slow down the port and bring crime to the
region, as cartels prey on the traveling merchants.

Gonzalez, the transmigrante from Belize, said it is
dangerous on the Mexican side of Los Indios, where
he has been stopped and extorted for money. “They say
it’s organized crime, but you don’t ask who they are,”
he said.

The set price is 2000 pesos, around $100 USD. “If
they stop you, you don’t hesitate to give them money,”
he said. “If you hesitate, they might get more aggressive.
It’s not worth dying for $100.”

When asked if the port opening to transmigrantes
in Presidio could lead to a rise in crime in Ojinaga,
Gonzalez was blunt. “Most likely,” he said.

At best, Presidio city officials would like to see the
route canceled altogether. And at the very least, they
want better communication with Mexican, Texan and
U.S. officials, to make sure Presidio is ready for any
influx of new commercial traffic.

As early as 2017 — when rumors of a new route were
just starting to bubble up in Presidio — the city passed
an ordinance regulating transmigrante traffic. It imposes
regulations on the drivers, including barring them from
parking in residential areas.

Last March, the city went further, passing a resolution
opposing the new route. The resolution cited a
number of factors, including a lack of “overnight
accommodations” for transmigrante traffic and the fact
that U.S. Highway 67 is a “mainly two lane, curvy and
hilly roadway.” It urged Marfa and Presidio County to
pass similar resolutions and encouraged the U.S. federal
government to pay attention to local opposition.

Few concrete developments came out of last week’s
meeting, and city council took no action. Regardless,

city officials made it clear that they still oppose the
route.

“I still stand the same way,” said Councilmember
Rogelio Zubia. Mayor John Ferguson likewise said that
his feelings were “still the same as well.”

City Attorney Rod Ponton noted that “the city council
is already on record as saying y’all oppose it.” He urged
city officials to contact higher-ups in the Texas and
federal government for help in cancelling or delaying
the new route.

We should “contact our state representative and state
senator and our U.S. congressman and tell all of them
that not only is Presidio opposed to this, we don’t have
the infrastructure to handle it,” Ponton added. At press
time, city officials said they had not yet contacted U.S.
lawmakers about Mexico’s December announcement.
Tony Gonzales, the new U.S. representative for TX-23,
did not respond to a request for comment on the issue.

At the meeting, Ferguson touched on a concern he’s
brought up for months. While officials in Chihuahua
and Ojinaga make preparations — and while officials
in Presidio try to do the same — it’s been hard to get
the attention of higher-ups in the United States, he said.

“I just find it really, really weird how [information on
the new route] is all coming from Mexico,” Ferguson
said. Former Congressman Will Hurd, with whom
Ferguson previously discussed the matter, had made
little headway with the Mexican government before
leaving office, Ferguson said.

As The Big Bend Sentinel was going to press on
Wednesday, Joe Biden took the oath as president of the
United States. In an interview, Ferguson was hopeful
that the new federal government would be more
attune to the ins-and-outs of U.S.-Mexico trade policy,
including the Presidio/Ojinaga transmigrante route.

Former President Donald Trump “wasn’t about
building bridges; he was about building walls,”
Ferguson told The Big Bend Sentinel. “His interest in
the border has been building walls and denying people
entry.”

When it comes to transmigrantes, though, Presidio
city officials aren’t exactly trying to build bridges,
either.

One big concern is crime, as cartels in Mexico target
transmigrantes for bribes and merchandise. Cavazos,
the Los Indios official, said transmigrantes in Los Indios
were frequent targets of Mexican criminals and that he
felt “sorry for them.” And in a report on transmigrantes
last year, a Mexican newspaper cited similar concerns
from Mexican officials, with one official complaining
that transmigrante brokers in Matamoros had “corrupted
this activity.”

At last week’s meeting, Presidio City Administrator
Joe Portillo said that crime was likely one reason why
Mexico wanted a new transmigrante route. Another
likely reason, he said, was “politics.”

“It’s an economic stimulus” for Ojinaga, Portillo
explained. “It’s a job opportunity for businesses that
do that kind of export work.” It would also bring new
customers to other businesses in Ojinaga, from food
vendors to car mechanics.

Presidio city officials may oppose the new route, but
for brokers on both sides of the border, the mood is
more ambivalent.

A possible new parking lot development on U.S. 67
aims to profit from transmigrantes looking for places
to park. In recent weeks, brokers have reportedly had
meetings with Portillo and other city officials to discuss
preparations. Presidio city officials confirmed these
meetings, but by press time The Big Bend Sentinel was
unable to get more information.

Isela Nufiez, a broker at Pro Customs Broker in
Presidio, had mixed feelings on the new route. It would
“definitely be good for business” and would “leave
some revenue in the City of Presidio,” she said.

At the same time, she shared officials’ concerns
about transmigrantes, including traffic accidents, long
wait times at the port and a lack of facilities for the
merchants. “I don’t think we have the infrastructure to
handle the traffic that will come,” she said.

Gonzalez filled his gas tank at a Sunoco in Ozona on
Friday night, making a short pit stop along I-10 on his
way from California. He was heading to Los Indios, and
eventually to his final destination in Belize.

The transmigrante remarked that he hadn’t heard
Presidio/Ojinaga was officially announced as a new
route. He wasn’t sure he would use it.

“I’ll be honest with you,” he said, “the less time you
spend in Mexico, the better. Because Mexico is more
dangerous than here.” Traveling through Presidio could
make the route to Central America slightly shorter —
but for Gonzalez, a longer drive through the United
States was worth it for the relative safety.

Website trial

(Continued from page 1)

The trial against Arthur could prove a test case on
federal obscenity law. Federal law clearly bars child
pornography or visual depictions of it, but the laws
around similar text-based content are more convoluted.

Prosecutors argue that Arthur’s website, which was
started around 1996, violated obscenity laws. They say
Arthur and users of his website were “members of a
deviant sexual group” with a “morbid, degrading or
unhealthy interest in sex” with children. They say the
drawings and stories hosted on his website “lack serious
literary, artistic and scientific value.”

Arthur’s lawyers argue that the stories qualify as art
and are protected by the First Amendment. They’ve
made similar arguments for the visual materials,
including questioning whether all three drawings depict
minors.

Arthur’s lead lawyer, Houston-based Mark Bennett,
did not respond to a request for comment for this story.
But in court filings as well in previous interviews with
The Big Bend Sentinel, Bennett has argued the case
against Arthur is baseless.

In one filing from April, Bennett dug into the complex
and shifting rules on obscene content. “Federal law does
not even purport to forbid the mere possession of text
obscenity, whether in the home or out,” he wrote. He
also argued that — because Arthur’s website contained
content that was “allegedly obscene, but not child
pornography” — it was “Congress’s job to impose rules
on it, not prosecutors.”

Bennett argued that Arthur’s website was not focused
on child sex abuse and instead had content “concerning
a number of topics, some passe.” He compared the
charges against him to “hauling a small-town librarian
before a jury of her peers to defend stocking her shelves
with a copy of Lolita,” a famous 1955 novel depicting
a relationship between a middle-aged man and a minor
female.

In court filings from last week, Bennett said he plans
to enter excerpts of two controversial erotic books as
evidence: Delta of Venus by writer Anais Nin and /20
Days of Sodom by Marquis de Sade. He also plans to
show jurors several pictures.

Also last week, Bennett introduced expert testimony
from Dr. David Ley, a clinical psychologist based in
New Mexico. In his testimony, Dr. Ley said he reviewed
the evidence against Arthur last year at an FBI satellite
office in Alpine.

After reviewing the allegedly obscene stories, Dr.
Ley stated that one story was “reminiscent of the 1991
book American Psycho.” As for another story depicting
child abuse, Dr. Ley stated that “the author creates a
situation in which the reader empathizes with the victim
of the abuse described, a sophisticated technique in
storytelling.”

“It is my professional opinion that these materials,
while often distasteful and highly uncomfortable for
many readers, cannot be shown to lack serious scientific
or literary or artistic value,” he stated. He also stated
that readers of the stories “may experience decreased
risk of contact offending against children.”

As for the three allegedly obscene drawings, Dr.
Ley stated that only one of them, a charcoal or pencil
drawing, apparently depicted a minor. Another showed
a woman of “indeterminate age” and depicted “nothing
illegal,” he stated. He also expressed doubts that the
third drawing depicted a minor.

Arthur’s case first got pushed back last January,
after prosecutors said the case against Arthur was “so
unusual or so complex” that it was “unreasonable” to
stick to an original January 2020 court date. Prosecutors
also said that they’d seized large amounts of potential
evidence — including 25 media devices and 95 boxes
of “sexually oriented books” — that would take a
“considerable amount of time” to analyze.

In June, the court case got pushed back again. In
filings, prosecutors cited impacts from the COVID-19
pandemic, which has slowed down court proceedings
nationwide.

Prosecutors also said they were requesting “mutual
legal assistance” from the Netherlands, where Arthur’s
website was hosted. Arthur, who was denied bail at a
hearing in November 2019, has been in custody since
his arrest, according to court filings.

The pandemic and the legal complexities of obscenity
law aren’t the only things complicating the trial.
According to recent court filings, Arthur’s former wife,
Sandra, left Arthur and moved to Hawaii shortly after
his arrest. She’s also reportedly filed for divorce.

Arthur’s lawyers have argued that Sandra — as a
spouse of Arthur during the alleged offenses — should
be barred from testifying at the trial. But prosecutors
argued that Sandra is “willing to testify” and that even if
she wasn’t, “her testimony could be compelled because
their marriage is no longer viable.”

Prosecutors are also asking to seize property from
Arthur, including not only proceeds and materials
related to his website but also his home in the Terlingua
area. They argue that Arthur’s house was bought at
least partially with proceeds from his allegedly obscene
website and that regardless, Arthur used the home to
run the website. The remote dwelling helped Arthur
“facilitate his operation,” they argued.

Defense lawyers, meanwhile, have argued that Arthur
“did not seek anonymity from his remote location” or
“attempt to hide his identity.” They argued that “no
obscenity prosecution was ever sought against Mr.
Arthur” despite the fact that his website was available
for more than two decades for “anyone with a credit
card and a web browser.”

County lawsuit

(Continued from page 1)

Sanchez had sought office as treasurer of the county in
2018, but lost to Garcia, the incumbent, who is named
in her own capacity as a defendant in the case.

The suit alleges that after losing to Garcia, Sanchez’s
constitutionally protected candidacy for office turned
into “a motivating factor in the elimination of the
Office of Management and Budget, and her position
as its director.” Sanchez had worked for the county
since 2011 as a contract employee and as a permanent
employee since November 2014.

Two months after her election loss, Sanchez’s office
was eliminated when then-Commissioner Loretto
Vasquez put it on the agenda as a money saving
endeavor, and commissioners voted 4-1 to get rid of the
department. Vasquez, along with current commissioners
Eloy Aranda, Jose Cabezuela and Brenda Bentley,
approved the cutting of the office.

Only Judge Guevara dissented. Buddy Knight, the
incoming commissioner that was about to assume
Vasquez’s seat, said the move had “the appearance of
political retribution.”

The county’s external auditor Doak Painter
questioned the explanation that the move was
financially-motivated, saying during his 2019 audit
report, “I didn’t understand why they said they were
getting rid of OMB to save money and then turned
around and gave everybody raises.”

In a letter read to commissioners in August 2018
before the vote to eliminate the office, County
Attorney Rod Ponton alleged that “Garcia and others

are lobbying the county commissioners to abolish the
Office of Management & Budget.” The right to run for
office is guaranteed under the First Amendment — and
soon Sanchez would allege her constitutional rights
had been violated.

Ponton warned the move could have “the potential
appearance of political retaliation” and might lead to
litigation that “would certainly wind its way through the
courts in a protracted and expensive manner,” even if
Sanchez ultimately does not win her case.

Should she win her case, the cost to the county would
go even higher. In the suit, Sanchez is seeking back
pay and benefits, as well as front pay, compensatory
damages, and other compensations, as well as punitive
damages against Garcia only.

Sanchez’s case alleges Garcia “knew or should have
known that retaliating against a political opponent who
was also a county employee was illegal.”

Last month, as the holidays rolled around, an update in
the case was filed. Chris Antcliff of Antcliff Mediation
provided a letter to U.S. District Judge David Counts
that stated an attempt to reach an agreement through
mediation had failed.

Jon Hogg, an attorney representing the county,
said a motion for summary judgement was pending.
Depending what the judge decides, the case could
proceed as it is, be dismissed completely or be dismissed
in-part, narrowing the issues for trial.

According to Guevara, the case has received a court
date set for June 22, pending the outcome of the
summary judgement.

the area.

The Brewster County Tourism Council/Visit Big Bend is currently
accepting applications for a full-time Administrative Assistant!

This position will require 40 hours per week in the BCTC office located in
Alpine, TX and may include some weekend and holiday work and travel in

The Brewster County Tourism Council is funded by the Brewster County
Hotel/Motel Occupancy tax. The Brewster County Tourism Council operates
under the administrative direction of the Brewster County Judge and

Brewster County Commissioner’s Court. The Brewster County Tourism Council
Administrative Assistant would be an employee of Brewster County and would
need to understand and abide by the Brewster County Employee Handbook.

The Council is seeking a qualified Administrative Assistant to perform duties
under the direction of the Executive Director of the Brewster County Tourism
Council. These duties include but are not limited to: answering phones, filing
(both digital and paper), maintaining email distribution lists, general AP/AR,
invoicing and other duties as assigned. Skills required include: familiarity with
QuickBooks, good computer skills, ability to type 45 WPM minimum, good
people skills, proficiency in all Microsoft Office programs, good phone skills,
office organization, familiarity with Zoom, flexible team player. A Tourism/
DMO industry background is preferred and a good knowledge of all areas and
attractions in Brewster County is required. This position will begin in February
2021 with salary based on experience as well as a full Brewster County
insurance and benefit package.

Send a resume with 3 references to: Robert Alvarez, Executive Director BCTC,
PO Box 479, Alpine, TX 79831. Resumes can also be emailed to: Robert@
visitbigbend.com. For a full job description call 432-837-3915 between 9a-5p
M-F. Resumes will be accepted through February 1, 2021. EOE.

To apply for Lifeline Service, please contact our office at (432) 364-1000 or
Lite-Up Texas at 866-454-8387.




NOTICIAS EN ESPANOL

Transmigrante
(Continuacioén de la pagina 1)

estan preparando para una combinacién de nuevos
clientes y nueva competencia. Los funcionarios del
puerto se estan preparando para una posible afluencia
de tréfico. Y los funcionarios de la ciudad de Presidio
estan descubriendo una vez mas como responder, con la
esperanza de retrasar o cancelar la nueva ruta.

En una reunidn del consejo de la ciudad la semana
pasada, cuando los transmigrantes aparecieron en
la agenda, la gente en la reuniéon no pudo ocultar su
decepcion.

“Oh no”, dijo una persona en una grabacion de audio
de la reunién, “aqui vamos de nuevo”. Otro asistente
opind que “pensé que [el tema transmigrante] habia
desaparecido”.

Los transmigrantes son comerciantes ambulantes
de América Central que compran bienes de consumo
en los Estados Unidos y los revenden en casa. Los
comerciantes no pueden vender esos productos en
México, y el pais regula estrictamente la industria,
canalizando a los transmigrantes hacia ciertas rutas y
catalogando sus productos cuando entran y salen del
pais.

Actualmente, la Unica ruta transmigrante pasa por
Los Indios, una ciudad del sur de Texas donde los
comerciantes ambulantes dominan la economia local
y la vida civica. Al menos 10 empresas de corretaje
y deposito en la pequeiia Los Indios (poblacion 850)
atienden a transmigrantes. La ciudad incluso celebra un
Dia del Transmigrante, o “Dia del Transmigrante”.

Rick Cavazos, alcalde interino de Los Indios, le dijo
a The Big Bend Sentinel en 2019 que los transmigrantes
eran una parte importante de la economia local. Una
parada de camiones utilizada por transmigrantes era
“con mucho el [mayor] conductor de impuestos sobre
las ventas de la ciudad”, dijo. Pero los transmigrantes
también presentan desafios para la ciudad, incluidos
los accidentes de trafico y los largos tiempos de espera
frecuentes en el puerto.

Durante afios de reuniones, los funcionarios de la
ciudad de Presidio han dejado en claro cudl es su
posicién en la nueva ruta transmigrante propuesta.

A las autoridades les preocupa que la nueva ruta
pueda abrumar a los servicios locales, ralentizar el
puerto y llevar el crimen a la region, ya que los carteles
se aprovechan de los comerciantes ambulantes.

Gonzalez, el transmigrante de Belice, dijo que es
peligroso en el lado mexicano de Los Indios, donde lo
detuvieron y lo extorsionaron por dinero. “Dicen que es
crimen organizado, pero uno no pregunta quiénes son”,
dijo.

El precio fijo es de 2000 pesos, alrededor de § 100
USD. “Si te detienen, no dudes en darles dinero”, dijo.
“Si dudas, pueden volverse mas agresivos. No vale la
pena morir por $100 ™.

Cuando se le preguntd si la apertura del puerto a
los transmigrantes en Presidio podria conducir a un
aumento de la delincuencia en Ojinaga, Gonzalez fue
directo. “Lo mas probable”, dijo.

En el mejor de los casos, a los funcionarios de la
ciudad de Presidio les gustaria que la ruta se cancelara
por completo. Y, como minimo, quieren una mejor
comunicacion con los funcionarios mexicanos, texanos
y estadounidenses, para asegurarse de que Presidio
esté listo para cualquier afluencia de nuevo trafico
comercial.

Ya en 2017, cuando los rumores de una nueva ruta
estaban comenzando a surgir en Presidio, la ciudad
aprobounaordenanza queregulael trafico transmigrante.
Impone regulaciones a los conductores, incluida la
prohibicién de estacionar en areas residenciales.

El pasado mes de marzo, la ciudad fue mas alla,
aprobando una resolucion oponiéndose a la nueva ruta.
La resolucion citd una serie de factores, incluida la
falta de “alojamiento durante la noche” para el trafico
transmigrante y el hecho de que la autopista 67 de los
Estados Unidos es “principalmente una carretera de
dos carriles, con curvas y colinas”. Inst6 a Marfa y al
condado de Presidio a aprobar resoluciones similares y
alent6 al gobierno federal de Estados Unidos a prestar
atencion a la oposicion local.

De la reunion de la semana pasada surgieron pocos
desarrollos concretos y el ayuntamiento no tomo
ninguna medida. Independientemente, los funcionarios
de la ciudad dejaron en claro que todavia se oponen a
la ruta.

“Sigo estando de la misma manera”, dijo el concejal
Rogelio Zubia. El alcalde John Ferguson también dijo
que sus sentimientos “seguian siendo los mismos”.

El abogado de la ciudad, Rod Ponton, sefiald que “el
consejo de la ciudad ya esta registrado diciendo que
todos se oponen”. Insté a los funcionarios de la ciudad
aponerse en contacto con los altos mandos del gobierno
federal y de Texas para obtener ayuda para cancelar o
retrasar la nueva ruta.

Debemos “contactar a nuestro representante estatal y
senador estatal y nuestro congresista estadounidense y
decirles a todos que no solo Presidio se opone a esto,
sino que no tenemos la infraestructura para manejarlo”,
agreg6 Ponton. Al cierre de esta edicion, los funcionarios
de la ciudad dijeron que aun no se habian puesto en
contacto con los legisladores estadounidenses sobre
el anuncio de México en diciembre. Tony Gonzales,
el nuevo representante de EE. UU. Para TX-23, no
respondid a una solicitud de comentarios sobre el tema.

En la reunion, Ferguson se refiri6 a una preocupacion

que ha planteado durante meses. Mientras los
funcionarios de Chihuahua y Ojinaga hacen
preparativos, y mientras los funcionarios de Presidio
tratan de hacer lo mismo, ha sido dificil llamar la
atencion de los altos mandos de Estados Unidos, dijo.

“Me parece muy, muy extrailo como [la informacion
sobre lanueva ruta] proviene de México”, dijo Ferguson.
El excongresista Will Hurd, con quien Ferguson
discutié previamente el asunto, habia avanzado poco
con el gobierno mexicano antes de dejar el cargo, dijo
Ferguson.

Cuando The Big Bend Sentinel iba a imprimirse el
miércoles, Joe Biden presto juramento como presidente
de los Estados Unidos. En una entrevista, Ferguson
tenia la esperanza de que el nuevo gobierno federal
estaria mas en sintonia con los entresijos de la politica
comercial entre Estados Unidos y México, incluida la
ruta transmigrante de Presidio / Ojinaga.

El ex presidente Donald Trump “no se trataba de
construir puentes; se trataba de construir muros ”, dijo
Ferguson a The Big Bend Sentinel. “Su interés en la
frontera ha sido construir muros y negar la entrada de
personas”.

Sin embargo, cuando se trata de transmigrantes, los
funcionarios de la ciudad de Presidio tampoco estan
tratando de construir puentes.

Una gran preocupacion es el crimen, ya que los
carteles en México apuntan a los transmigrantes para
obtener sobornos y mercancias. Cavazos, el funcionario
de Los Indios, dijo que los transmigrantes en Los Indios
eran objetivos frecuentes de los criminales mexicanos
y que sentia “lastima por ellos”. Y en un informe sobre
transmigrantes el afio pasado, un periédico mexicano
citd preocupaciones similares de funcionarios
mexicanos, y un funcionario se quejé de que los
corredores de transmigrantes en Matamoros habian
“corrompido esta actividad”.

En la reunion de la semana pasada, el administrador
de la ciudad de Presidio, Joe Portillo, dijo que el
crimen era probablemente una de las razones por las
que México queria una nueva ruta transmigrante. Otra
posible razon, dijo, era la “politica”.

“Es un estimulo econdmico” para Ojinaga,
explicé Portillo. “Es una oportunidad de trabajo
para las empresas que realizan ese tipo de trabajo de
exportacion”. También traeria nuevos clientes a otros
negocios en Ojinaga, desde vendedores de alimentos
hasta mecanicos de automoviles.

Los funcionarios de la ciudad de Presidio pueden
oponerse a la nueva ruta, pero para los corredores
de ambos lados de la frontera, el ambiente es mas
ambivalente.

Un posible nuevo desarrollo de estacionamiento en
la US 67 tiene como objetivo sacar provecho de los
transmigrantes que buscan lugares para estacionar. En
las Gltimas semanas, los corredores se han reunido con
Portillo y otros funcionarios de la ciudad para discutir
los preparativos. Los funcionarios de la ciudad de
Presidio confirmaron estas reuniones, pero al cierre de
esta edicion, The Big Bend Sentinel no pudo obtener
mas informacion.

Isela Nufiez, agente de Pro Customs Broker en
Presidio, tenia sentimientos encontrados sobre la nueva
ruta. “Definitivamente seria bueno para los negocios”
y “dejaria algunos ingresos en la ciudad de Presidio”,
dijo.

Al mismo tiempo, comparti6 las preocupaciones de
los funcionarios sobre los transmigrantes, incluidos los
accidentes de trafico, los largos tiempos de espera en el
puerto y la falta de instalaciones para los comerciantes.
“No creo que tengamos la infraestructura para manejar
el trafico que vendra”, dijo.

Gonzalez llen6 su tanque de gasolina en un Sunoco
en Ozona el viernes por la noche, haciendo una breve
parada en boxes a lo largo de la I-10 en su camino desde
California. Se dirigia a Los Indios y, finalmente, a su
destino final en Belice.

El transmigrante comenté que no habia escuchado
que Presidio / Ojinaga fuera anunciado oficialmente
como una nueva ruta. No estaba seguro de que lo usaria.

“Seré honesto contigo”, dijo, “cuanto menos tiempo
pases en México, mejor. Porque México es mas
peligroso que aqui ”. Viajar a través de Presidio podria
hacer que la ruta a Centroamérica sea un poco mas
corta, pero para Gonzalez, un viaje mas largo a través
de los Estados Unidos valio la pena por la relativa
seguridad.

PRESIDIO FLU CLINIC
Mon, Wed & Fri
8 am - noon
Presido County Medical Clinic
1501 N. Erma Ave.
Insurance accepted and $25.00 for
cash payments.
Please call for an appoinment
432-229-3030

JOB: Part time dental receptionist
Applications may be picked up at 1501
N. Erma, Presidio, TX or call 432-837-

4812. Please call before arrival.

DY CONVENIENCE
STORE

fuel e fast food e cold beer,
soda, water, juice ¢ ice ¢ lottery
104 O’Reilly @ the Y
229.4488

206 E O’Reilly St.
Presidio, TX 79845
432-229-5000 ¢ www.fdsb.com

BUWET TRANSPORT
SERVICES INC.
Presidio/Mexico/Canada
229.4427

for all your transportation needs: local,
international, USA, Mexico, Canada

PRESIDIO SPORTS CALENDAR

THURSDAY, JAN, 21, 4:00 PM LRFMS Basketball Boys & Girls, Alpine
FRIDAY, JAN 22, 5:00 PM PHS Basketball Boys & Girls, Tornillo

MONDAY, JAN 25, 4:00 PM LRFMS Basketball Boys & Girls, Van Horn
TUESDAY, JAN 26, 5:00 PM PHS Basketball Boys & Girls, Alpine
WEDNESDAY, JAN 27, 6:00 PM PHS Cross Country Boys & Girls Recognition
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Sitio web

(Continuacioén de la pagina 1)

infantil o las representaciones visuales de la misma,
pero las leyes sobre contenido similar basado en texto
son mas complicadas.

Los fiscales argumentan que el sitio web de Arthur,
que se inici6 alrededor de 1996, viold las leyes sobre
obscenidad. Dicen que Arthur y los usuarios de su sitio
web eran “miembros de un grupo sexual desviado” con
un “interés morbido, degradante o malsano en el sexo”
con los nifios. Dicen que los dibujos e historias alojados
en su sitio web “carecen de un valor literario, artistico
y cientifico serio”.

Los abogados de Arthur argumentan que las historias
califican como arte y estan protegidas por la Primera
Enmienda. Han presentado argumentos similares para
los materiales visuales, incluido el cuestionamiento de
si los tres dibujos representan a menores.

El abogado principal de Arthur, Mark Bennett, con
sede en Houston, no respondi6 a una solicitud de
comentarios para esta historia. Pero en presentaciones
judiciales y en entrevistas anteriores con The Big Bend
Sentinel, Bennett ha argumentado que el caso contra
Arthur no tiene fundamento.

En una presentacion de abril, Bennett profundizo
en las complejas y cambiantes reglas sobre contenido
obsceno. “La ley federal ni siquiera pretende prohibir la
mera posesion de textos obscenos, ya sea dentro o fuera
del hogar”, escribio. También argumentd que, debido
a que el sitio web de Arthur tenia contenido que era
“supuestamente obsceno, pero no pornografia infantil”,
era “trabajo del Congreso imponer reglas, no fiscales”.

Bennett argument6 que el sitio web de Arthur no se
centrd en el abuso sexual infantil y en su lugar tenia
contenido “sobre una serie de temas, algunos pasados”.
El comparé los cargos en su contra con “llevar a una
bibliotecaria de un pueblo pequeilo ante un jurado de
sus compaifieros para defender el abastecimiento de sus
estantes con una copia de Lolita”. una famosa novela
de 1955 que describe una relacion entre un hombre de
mediana edad y una menor de edad.

En documentos judiciales de la semana pasada,
Bennett dijo que planea incluir extractos de dos
controvertidos libros eréticos como evidencia: Delta of
Venus, de la escritora Anais Nin, y 120 Days of Sodom,
de Marquis de Sade. También planea mostrar al jurado
varias fotografias.

También la semana pasada, Bennett present6 el
testimonio de un experto del Dr. David Ley, un psic6logo
clinico con sede en Nuevo México. En su testimonio, el
Dr. Ley dijo que reviso la evidencia contra Arthur el afio
pasado en una oficina satélite del FBI en Alpine.

Después de revisar las historias supuestamente
obscenas, el Dr. Ley declaré que una historia era “una
reminiscencia del libro de 1991 American Psycho”. En
cuanto a otra historia que describe el abuso infantil, el
Dr. Ley afirmé que “el autor crea una situacion en la que
el lector se identifica con la victima del abuso descrito,
una técnica sofisticada en la narracion”.

“En mi opinion profesional, estos materiales, aunque

a menudo son de mal gusto y muy incomodos para
muchos lectores, no puede demostrarse que carezcan de
un valor cientifico, literario o artistico serio”, afirmo.
También afirmé que los lectores de las historias “pueden
experimentar un menor riesgo de delitos de contacto
contra los nifios”.

En cuanto a los tres dibujos presuntamente obscenos,
el Dr. Ley afirmo que solo uno de ellos, un dibujo a lapiz
o carboncillo, aparentemente representaba a un menor.
Otro mostraba a una mujer de “edad indeterminada” y
no mostraba “nada ilegal”, afirm6. También expreso
dudas de que el tercer dibujo representara a un menor.

El caso de Arthur se retraso por primera vez en enero
pasado, después de que los fiscales dijeron que el caso
contra Arthur era “tan inusual o tan complejo” que era
“irrazonable” cefirse a una fecha de corte original de
enero de 2020. Los fiscales también dijeron que habian
incautado grandes cantidades de evidencia potencial,
incluidos 25 dispositivos de medios y 95 cajas de “libros
de orientacion sexual”, que llevaria una “cantidad
considerable de tiempo” para analizar.

En junio, el caso judicial se retras6 nuevamente. En
las presentaciones, los fiscales citaron los impactos
de la pandemia de COVID-19, que ha ralentizado los
procedimientos judiciales en todo el pais.

Los fiscales también dijeron que estaban solicitando
“asistencia legal mutua” de los Paises Bajos, donde
estaba alojado el sitio web de Arthur. Arthur, a quien
se le nego la libertad bajo fianza en una audiencia en
noviembre de 2019, ha estado bajo custodia desde su
arresto, segin documentos judiciales.

La pandemia y las complejidades legales de la ley
de obscenidad no son las unicas cosas que complican
el juicio. Segun documentos judiciales recientes, la ex
esposa de Arthur, Sandra, dejé a Arthur y se mudé a
Hawai poco después de su arresto. Segtin los informes,
también solicito el divorcio.

Los abogados de Arthur han argumentado que Sandra,
como esposa de Arthur durante los presuntos delitos,
deberia tener prohibido testificar en el juicio. Pero
los fiscales argumentaron que Sandra esta “dispuesta
a testificar” y que incluso si no lo estuviera, “su
testimonio podria verse obligado porque su matrimonio
ya no es viable”.

Los fiscales también estan pidiendo confiscar
propiedades de Arthur, incluidos no solo los ingresos
y los materiales relacionados con su sitio web, sino
también su casa en el area de Terlingua. Argumentan
que la casa de Arthur se compro6 al menos parcialmente
con los ingresos de su sitio web supuestamente obsceno
y que, independientemente, Arthur us6 la casa para
administrar el sitio web. La vivienda remota ayudd a
Arthur a “facilitar su operacion”, argumentaron.

Mientras tanto, los abogados defensores han
argumentado que Arthur “no buscd el anonimato desde
su ubicacion remota” ni “intentd ocultar su identidad”.
Argumentaron que “nunca se solicitd ninguin
enjuiciamiento por obscenidad contra el Sr. Arthur” a
pesar de que su sitio web estuvo disponible durante mas
de dos décadas para “cualquier persona con una tarjeta
de crédito y un navegador web”.
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Photo courtesy of The Presidio Volunteer Fire Department

A fire burned through acres of vegetation in Presidio last weekend. With
the help of many area agencies, Presidio's Volunteer Fire Department
was able to contain the blaze before it reached nearby homes and the
high school.

Fire
(Continued from page 1)

they nonetheless helped respond to the incident, helping with traffic control
in the area and evacuating residents in the fire exclusion zone.

Adrian Flores, a volunteer firefighter in Presidio, said that “due to the dry
conditions,” the fire went up in about 10 minutes, quickly ripping through
thick brush of mesquite and river cane.

“We were just lucky that it wasn’t really that windy,” Flores said.
Firefighters took defensive measures, helping to keep the fire from
spreading to nearby homes. “Our main concern was the residents,” Flores
said.

Flores thanked other agencies for helping respond to the fire. The Presidio
Volunteer Fire Department has around a dozen members, he said. But the
firefighters have jobs or are in high school and can’t always immediately
respond to an incident.

It is “very rare” for a fire to get big enough to prompt calls to Ojinaga,
Flores said. The last time the Bomberos Ojinaga responded to a fire in
Presidio was in 2019, when a large grass fire started near Alamito Creek
east of the city.

John Ferguson, the Presidio mayor, was getting ready for a bike ride with
his wife Lucy when he first spotted the fire. He soon got a call from Saul
Pardo, Presidio fire chief.

“He said, ‘Hey, do you suppose we could get the Ojinaga fire department
over?’” Ferguson recalled. Prado did not respond to a request for comment
by press time.

By press time, it’s unclear how exactly the fire started. Facing drought
conditions, Presidio County is under a near-constant burn ban.

The Presidio Police Department, who also responded to the fire, currently
has no criminal investigations into the fire’s origin, Police Chief Jose
“Cabby” Cabezuela said on Monday. Regardless, the spot where the fire
started — a patch of brush near Presidio High School — is frequently used
by residents to dump trash, he said.

Flores, the volunteer firefighter, said fire officials were also still working
out how the fire started. There are farms in the area, and it’s possible the
fire was started by someone trying to clear brush, he said. There were no
approved controlled burns in the area that day.

But, Flores said, it was also possible that the fire started without human
involvement. There are some old irrigation generators in the area that
could have also contributed to the fire — though he stressed fire officials
just weren’t sure.

“There’s too many variables,” he said. “I don’t want to speculate.”

Sunday’s burn marks the second fire near Presidio in recent weeks. On
the evening of December 28, the Presidio Volunteer Fire Department also
responded to a fire around 10 miles west of Presidio.

In that case, Flores said, the fire apparently started after farmers in
Mexico were clearing brush.

At a narrow point of the Rio Grande, “The fire happened to start in
Mexico, and with a little wind it just hopped over,” Flores said of that
incident.

SPORTS

Lady Devils varsity
basketball team rallies
after tough start to season

PRESIDIO — On January 5, the Lady Devils opened up district play
against Tornillo at home. The final score was 36-49 in favor of Tornillo.
Leading scorers were Alejandra Valles with 14 points and Sheyla Ornelas
with 10 points. The loss put the team at an 0-1 start in district play.

On January 9, the Lady Devils traveled to Alpine to take on the Lady
Bucks. It was a close game up until the fourth quarter where Presidio was
outscored 18-9. The final score was 32-49 in favor of Alpine. Leading the
way were Darinka Orona with 8 points and Iliana Morales with 6 points.
The loss gave the Lady Devils a record of 0-2 in district play.

On January 12, the Lady Devils hosted the Kermit Lady Jackets. The
Lady Devils held a 23-9 halftime lead. Turnovers and foul trouble in the
second half cost Presidio the win. 4 of the 5 starters fouled out of the
game. The final score was 38-39 in favor of Kermit. Leading the way was
senior Darinka Orona with 12 points. Other scorers who contributed were
Alondra Proano with 8 points and Sofia Garcia with 6 points. The loss gave
the Lady Devils a record of 0-3 in district.

On January 15, the Lady Devils traveled to Anthony, TX and defeated
Anthony by a score of 50-8. Leading the way was senior Alejandra Valles
with 17 points. Other scorers were Sheyla Ornelas with 9, Crystal Barriga
with 7 and Sherlyn Herman with 6 points. The win gives the Lady Devils
a district record of 1-3.

The Lady Devils will travel to Tornillo on Friday. Tip off will be at 5 p.m.

Incendio
(Continuacion de la pagina 1)

patrullaban cerca del Rio Grande, dijo Greg Davis, portavoz de CBP. La
agencia se comunicod con el Departamento de Bomberos Voluntarios de
Presidio, quien respondid y asumié el mando de la escena.

La CBP no estaba “activa en la lucha contra incendios”, dijo Davis, pero
sin embargo ayudaron a responder al incidente, ayudando con el control del
trafico en el area y evacuando a los residentes en la zona de exclusion de
incendios.

Adrian Flores, bombero voluntario de Presidio, dijo que “debido a las
condiciones secas”, el fuego se encendid en unos 10 minutos, arrasando
rapidamente a través de la espesa maleza de mezquite y cafia de rio.

“Tuvimos suerte de que no hiciera tanto viento”, dijo Flores. Los
bomberos tomaron medidas defensivas para ayudar a evitar que el fuego
se propagara a las casas cercanas. “Nuestra principal preocupacion eran los
residentes”, dijo Flores.

Flores agradeciod a otras agencias por ayudar a responder al incendio. El
Departamento de Bomberos Voluntarios de Presidio tiene alrededor de una
docena de miembros, dijo. Pero los bomberos tienen trabajos o estan en
la escuela secundaria y no siempre pueden responder de inmediato a un
incidente.

Es “muy raro” que un incendio crezca lo suficiente como para provocar
llamadas a Ojinaga, dijo Flores. La ultima vez que los Bomberos Ojinaga
respondieron a un incendio en Presidio fue en 2019, cuando comenzo6 un
gran incendio de pasto cerca de Alamito Creek al este de la ciudad.

John Ferguson, el alcalde de Presidio, se estaba preparando para dar
un paseo en bicicleta con su esposa Lucy cuando vio por primera vez el
incendio. Pronto recibié una llamada de Saul Pardo, jefe de bomberos de
Presidio.

“El dijo, ‘Oye, ¢crees que podriamos hacer que el departamento de
bomberos de Ojinaga viniera?’”, Recordd Ferguson. Prado no respondi6 a
una solicitud de comentarios al cierre de esta edicion.

Al cierre de esta edicion, no esta claro como comenzd exactamente el
incendio. Enfrentando condiciones de sequia, el condado de Presidio esta
bajo una prohibicién constante de quema.

El Departamento de Policia de Presidio, que también respondi6 al
incendio, actualmente no tiene investigaciones criminales sobre el origen
del incendio, dijo el lunes el jefe de policia José “Cabby” Cabezuela.
Independientemente, los residentes usan con frecuencia el lugar donde
comenzo6 el incendio, un parche de maleza cerca de la escuela secundaria
Presidio, para tirar basura, dijo.

Flores, el bombero voluntario, dijo que los bomberos también estaban
averiguando como comenzo el incendio. Hay granjas en el area y es posible
que el fuego haya sido iniciado por alguien que intentaba limpiar la maleza,
dijo. Ese dia no hubo quemaduras controladas aprobadas en el area.

Pero, dijo Flores, también era posible que el incendio comenzara sin
participacion humana. Hay algunos generadores de riego viejos en el area
que también podrian haber contribuido al incendio, aunque enfatiz6 que los
bomberos simplemente no estaban seguros.

“Hay demasiadas variables”, dijo. “No quiero especular”.

La quemadura del domingo marca el segundo incendio cerca de Presidio
en las ultimas semanas. En la noche del 28 de diciembre, el Departamento
de Bomberos Voluntarios de Presidio también respondi6 a un incendio a
unas 10 millas al oeste de Presidio.

En ese caso, dijo Flores, el incendio aparentemente comenz6 después de
que los agricultores en México estaban limpiando la maleza.

En un punto estrecho del Rio Bravo, “el fuego comenzo6 en México y con
un poco de viento simplemente salt6”, dijo Flores sobre ese incidente.

PUBLIC NOTICE

City of Presidio will be having
a General/Special Election
for May 1, 2021.

Applications for Place on the Ballot will
be open from January 13th, 2021 to end
on February 12th, 2021. We will be filling
a Mayoral Seat (Two Years), Two Full Term
Seats (Two Years), and One Unexpired
Term (One Year).

If you wish to receive an application or
more information, please contact the
City Presidio City Secretary at: bornelas@
presidioxtx.us or call 432-229-2201

SUBSCRIBE AT BIGBENSENTINEL.COM

UPCOMING COVID19 TESTING:

Thursday, January 21,
9am -4 pm
Marfa Visitors Center
302 Highland Street

Friday, January 22,
9am -4 pm
Fort Davis Fire Station
200 Court Ave.

La demanda
(Continuacion de la pagina 1)

la Oficina de Administracion y Presupuesto del condado, y por lo tanto,
su papel como directora del departamento, se produjo debido a represalias
politicas.

Sanchez habia buscado el cargo de tesorero del condado en 2018, pero
perdié ante Garcia, la titular, quien es nombrada en su propia capacidad
como acusada en el caso.

La demanda alega que después de perder ante Garcia, la candidatura
de Sanchez protegida constitucionalmente para el cargo se convirtié en
“un factor motivador en la eliminacion de la Oficina de Administracion
y Presupuesto, y su puesto como su directora”. Sanchez habia trabajado
para el condado desde 2011 como empleada contratada y como empleada
permanente desde noviembre de 2014.

Dos meses después de su pérdida electoral, la oficina de Sanchez fue
eliminada cuando la entonces comisionada Loretto Vasquez la puso en la
agenda como un esfuerzo para ahorrar dinero, y los comisionados votaron
4-1 para deshacerse del departamento. Vasquez, junto con los actuales
comisionados Eloy Aranda, José Cabezuela y Brenda Bentley, aprobaron
el corte de la oficina.

Sélo la ljuez Guevara discrepo. Buddy Knight, el comisionado entrante
que estaba a punto de asumir el cargo de Vasquez, dijo que la medida tenia
“la apariencia de una retribucion politica”.

El auditor externo del condado, Doak Painter, cuestioné la explicacion de
que la medida fue motivada financieramente, y dijo durante su informe de
auditoria de 2019: “No entendi por qué dijeron que se estaban deshaciendo
de OMB para ahorrar dinero y luego dieron la vuelta y dieron aumentos a
todos .

En una carta leida a los comisionados en agosto de 2018 antes de la
votacion para eliminar la oficina, el fiscal del condado Rod Ponton alegd
que “Garcia y otros estan presionando a los comisionados del condado para
que eliminen la Oficina de Administracion y Presupuesto”. El derecho a
postularse para un cargo esta garantizado bajo la Primera Enmienda, y pronto
Sanchez alegaria que se habian violado sus derechos constitucionales.

Ponton advirtié que la medida podria tener “la apariencia potencial de
represalia politica” y podria conducir a un litigio que “sin duda se abriria
camino en los tribunales de una manera prolongada y costosa”, incluso si
Sanchez finalmente no gana su caso.

Si ganaba su caso, el costo para el condado seria ain mayor. En la
demanda, Sanchez busca pagos atrasados y beneficios, asi como pago por
adelantado, dafios compensatorios y otras compensaciones, asi como dafios
punitivos contra Garcia inicamente.

El caso de Sanchez alega que Garcia “sabia o deberia haber sabido que
tomar represalias contra un oponente politico que también era un empleado
del condado era ilegal”.

El mes pasado, mientras llegaban las vacaciones, se presentd una
actualizacion del caso. Chris Antcliff de Antcliff Mediation proporciond
una carta al juez de distrito de los Estados Unidos, David Counts, en la que
decia que un intento de llegar a un acuerdo a través de la mediacion habia
fracasado.

Jon Hogg, un abogado que representa al condado, dijo que una mocion
de juicio sumario estaba pendiente. Dependiendo de lo que decida el
juez, el caso podria continuar como esta, ser desestimado por completo o
desestimado en parte, reduciendo las cuestiones para el juicio.

Segin Guevara, el caso ha recibido una fecha de audiencia fijada para el
22 de junio, a la espera del resultado del juicio sumario.
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