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Mobile 
mammography 
unit dispatches 
to the tri-county 

this March
TRI-COUNTY — Big Bend 

Regional Hospital District has 
partnered with Desert Imaging’s 
Mammos on the Move program 
to bring mammography services 
back to the Big Bend region. 
The Big Bend Regional Hospital 
District was established in 1991 to 
provide healthcare for needy county 
residents in Presidio and Brewster 
Counties. Desert Imaging’s mobile 
mammography units have been 
serving the El Paso and surrounding 
areas since 2007. The mobile units 
are equipped to perform full-field 
digital mammograms and will 
provide the best high-resolution 
images for the radiologist to read. 
The exam takes less than 10 minutes 
to perform.

Appointments can be scheduled 
by calling 915-577-0100.  Most 
insurances are accepted and 
mammograms are typically at no 
out-of-pocket cost since they are 
covered as a preventative service. 
For those without insurance, the 
private pay cost is $145.00 and 
is all inclusive. Grant assistance 
is available for qualifying, non-
insured patients. 

Mammos on the Move will be 
in Presidio at the Presidio Activity 
Center on March 1-2 from 8 to 5 
p.m., in Alpine at the Big Bend 
Regional Medical Center on March 
3-4 from 8 to 5 p.m., and in Marfa 
at the Marfa Community Clinic on 
March 5 from 8 to 11:30 a.m. and 
the Marfa Country Clinic from 1 
to 4:30 p.m. Appointments will be 
required and safety measures will 
be in place to ensure COVID safety. 
Masks must be worn and patients 
should be symptom free at the time 
of the appointment.

Announcing 
the candidates 

for Marfa’s 
city council 
and school 
board races

By ABBIE PERRAULT
abbie@bigbendsentinel.com

MARFA — The window to file 
for Marfa City Council and Marfa 
Independent School District’s 
school board closed on Friday at 5 
p.m., finalizing the list of names that 
will appear on the ballot this May.

City and school board elections 
will take place in a joint-election this 
spring, with all races on one ballot. 
Early voting and election day voting 
will take place at Marfa’s City Hall, 
though details about the dates for 
early voting and the time for both 
early voting and election day were 
unavailable by press time, due to 
ongoing power outages at City Hall. 
Election day is on Saturday, May 1, 
this year.

Both the mayor and city council 
seats will be for two-year terms. 
Incumbent Mayor Manny Baeza 
filed to run for re-election and is 
running unopposed this year.

Two council seats are up for grabs, 
and filing to run for them are the 
two incumbents, Irma Salgado and 
Raul Lara, and candidate Stephen 
Boelter.

In the Marfa Independent 
School District Board race, Place 
3 incumbent Yolanda Jurardo will 
run unopposed. In Place 4, Rene 
Gonzalez and Jose Grajeda will be 
on the ballot.

Texas grid struggles, leaving hundreds of 
Marfa residents in the cold

Supply from generators Demand from users Outages

Expected for Monday 73 gigawatts 58 gigawatts 8.6 gigawatts

Worst case scenario for Monday 68.6 gigawatts 67 gigawatts 14 gigawatts

Actual from Monday 53 gigawatts 74.5 gigawatts 26.6 gigawatts

Fort Davis 
family seeks 

community aid 
after home fire, 
COVID death

By STEPHEN PAULSEN
stephen@bigbendsentinel.com

FORT DAVIS — As Big Bend 
residents braved another cold night 
on Tuesday, and people across the 
state turned to fireplaces and gas 
stoves to stay warm, the trailer of a 
family in Fort Davis burned to the 
ground.

Officials in Fort Davis say they’ve 
yet to determine a cause for the fire, 
which happened at around 4 p.m. 
on Tuesday on San Juan Street and 
was officially resolved by midnight. 
As emergency officials deal with 
urgent crises in the unincorporated 
community, including a widespread 
lack of heat and food resources, 
it could be a few days “at least” 
before firefighters complete an 
investigation, said Jim Fowler, a 
spokesperson for the fire department.

Regardless, for the family who 
lived there, the fire piled tragedy 
onto tragedy. The fire resulted in a 
“total loss” of the structure, Fowler 
said.

Stephanie Rubio, who lived at the 
trailer with her three children, just 
last month lost her husband Robert, 
a former City of Marfa employee, 
to COVID. Now, as the family still 
grieves from his passing, they’re 
also struggling with the loss of 
their home.

By press time, condolences 
were already coming in, and the 
fundraiser — available at https://
www.gofundme.com/f/2a7453y49c 
— has already raised $14,000 of 
its $50,000 goal. The family “lost 
everything” in the fire and was 
left with just “the clothes on their 
back,” wrote Ryan Kinkade, who 
set up the page.

“I’m setting this up to take any of 
the burden I can and help them in 
any way possible,” Kinkade wrote. 

Robert Rubio was a beloved 
figure in Marfa and across the Big 
Bend region — and Kinkade wasn’t 
the only one eager to help out.

Tara Salgado, the general 
manager at Celebration Liquor on 
the westside of Marfa, said in a 
Facebook post Tuesday that she 
was setting up a donation bin at her 
liquor store, with hope of getting 
donated clothes for the family.

“Please help this beautiful family 
out,” Salgado wrote.

In a statement to The Big Bend 
Sentinel, Ginger Rubio, Stephanie’s 
sister-in-law, said the family was 
“so very grateful for all the outreach 
and support everyone has provided 
and has been continuing to provide.”

“We’re very grateful and 
thankful,” Ginger added. The family 
had no other comments to make at 
this time, she said.

By Wednesday, officials across 
the region were also offering their 
sympathies. “The City of Marfa is 
heartsick at the news of the Rubio 

By ABBIE PERRAULT
abbie@bigbendsentinel.com

MARFA — When temperatures plummeted in 
Marfa on Sunday night, residents turned up the 
heat. This week’s extreme winter weather created 
record demand for electricity across Texas, and 
soon, hundreds of Marfa residents, along with 
nearly five million other Texas households, were 
out of power. By press time, 2.7 million Texans 
were still in the dark, and power was newly 

restored in Marfa.
All 254 counties in Texas were under a winter 

storm watch on Sunday night, creating an 
unprecedented amount of energy consumption, 
and hundreds in Marfa struggled to stay warm 
through record low, single-digit temperatures 
this week. As demand for warmth increased, 
that same icy weather was stalling out energy 
generators, creating a dangerous threat to the 
stability of Texas’ main power grid.

Almost all of Texas operates on one transmission 

grid, overseen by the Electric Reliability Council 
of Texas (ERCOT). As electricity demand 
threatened to rise higher than its declining supply 
on Monday, it was ERCOT that made drastic 
orders for electric utility companies across 
Texas to cut their customers’ power, or else risk 
uncontrolled blackouts that could damage the 
grid, leaving power out for months.

In the early hours of Monday morning, ERCOT 
directed electric utility companies to implement 

Statewide usage and generation expectations for Monday, versus the reality, where a massive shortfall in supply couldn’t meet the demand, leading 
to widespread outages. Data from ERCOT.

Photo by Maisie Crow
Illuminated by candles and the light of recently charged electronic devices, Alexia Melendez, 8, and her brother Aiden, 6, huddled in the living room 
of their southside apartment on Tuesday as the family prepared for another cold night without power. For warmth, their mother Rosa, who lives at 
the home with her own mother and five kids, had set some pots of water to boil on the stove. Rosa was worried about carbon monoxide poisoning if 
the gas flame went out — but with the coronavirus pandemic still raging, she didn’t see any better options. “I guess we have no other means,” she 
said. “I hope it doesn’t last that long.”

By ABBIE PERRAULT
abbie@bigbendsentinel.com

MARFA — Spirits were high at 
the Marfa Clinic on Friday, where 
patients were eager to get their 
first round of the Pfizer COVID-19 
vaccine, and healthcare workers 
Don Culbertson, the owner of 
the clinic, and Kasey Hernandez 
speedily distributed 60 doses.

After a 500-person vaccine event 
last week left some appointment-
holders unvaccinated, Marfa 
Clinic and Midland Memorial 
Hospital collaborated on an effort 
to bring additional shots for the 60 
individuals whose reserved vaccines 
had been given away to others.

In the wake of the appointment 
issues, “Midland really responded 
beautifully,” Culbertson said. The 

hospital worked with Marfa Clinic 
to get the extra shots allocated from 
their shares, and even sent highway 
patrol to deliver them to Marfa 
through a bout of bad weather.

While many of those whose 
appointments weren’t fulfilled were 
angry at the time, Friday was full of 
cheer and relief. “¡Gracias a Dios!” 
Village Farms employee Amelia 
Morales exclaimed before receiving 
her vaccine.

“I am very, very grateful that 
they were able to bring the vaccine 
back,” said Maria Medrano, who 
brought herself and her mother 
Lorina Tejada, “because we missed 
it last time.”

“I feel better because of her age,” 
Medrano said, who was also glad to 
be a recipient because of the extra 

Gratitude and relief for locals getting a second shot at vaccines

By STEPHEN PAULSEN
stephen@bigbendsentinel.com

MARFA — Marfa has been dealing with 
a public health crisis since early 2020, when 
coronavirus first arrived in the state. But this 
week more crises compounded on top of the 
coronavirus pandemic, from dangerously cold 
temperatures to a lack of basic resources like 
food, water and gas.

Starting before daybreak on Monday, City 
Hall and the Marfa Police Station were without 
power. Both grocery stores were closed. There 

was no available gasoline in the city. Residents 
and tourists alike were left searching for food, 
water and shelter.

In the middle of the night, with temperatures in 
the single digits, power went down across swaths 
of Marfa. But the cold temperatures were only 
the first part of the problem.

With electricity out along major arteries like 
Highland and U.S. 90, many businesses and city 
institutions that could have helped the community 
were also put out of commission. By Tuesday, 
with temperatures rising just high enough to 
spoil food in refrigerators, Marfa Police Chief 
Steve Marquez said he was concerned about food 

availability in the city.
At press time, the situation in Marfa remains 

fluid. While power has been restored in some 
parts of Marfa, it’s gone out again in others. State 
and local officials have continued to warn about 
the possibility of more blackouts.

By Wednesday afternoon, lines started forming 
at the eastside Stripes gas station. There are 
rumors that Porter’s, after days without power, 
could reopen on Wednesday night. The grocery 
chain did not respond to a request for comment 
on the situation. 

Regardless, throughout the days-long crisis, 

Marfans turn to each other for support during outage

Photo by Maisie Crow
Amelia Morales, an employee at Village Farms, got the COVID-19 
vaccine on Friday, after her original appointment was given away at a 
previous vaccine clinic.

This week, The Big Bend Sentinel’s 
offices lost power from Monday 

to Wednesday. A big thank you to 
Superintendent Oscar Aguero, who 

generously opened Marfa ISD’s 
doors and allowed us to produce 

this week’s issue there.
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CLARIFICATION: In our story last month on coronavirus fatality 
disparities across the tri-county, we noted that Jeff Davis County is 
97% white. However, since demographers consider Latino heritage 
an ethnicity — not race — this figure includes a significant number 
of Latino people. Jeff Davis County is roughly 32% Latino, according 
to census figures from 2019. We apologize for any confusion this may 
have caused.
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Marfans have been left relying on themselves 
and each other. There have so far been no signs of 
emergency state food or shelter resources in the 
city, despite the fact that Governor Greg Abbott 
declared a statewide disaster on Friday.

Many Marfans said they had no idea they 
needed to prepare for extended power outages 
at their homes. In the days and hours leading up 
to the crisis, state officials warned of “rolling” 
blackouts that might last for 30 to 45 minutes. 
Instead, hundreds of Marfans and millions of 
Texas were left without power in subfreezing 
temperatures.

On Monday, Marfa Police Chief Marquez woke 
up with power but without cell service. He used 
a police radio to communicate with his officers.

By Tuesday, as power remained out across 
the city, Marquez gave his assessment of the 
situation.

“It’s horrible,” he said. “We don’t have grocery 
stores. We don’t have gas.”

Marfa schools, where classes have been 
canceled until power resumes, have become the 
de facto emergency-resource center for the city. 
On Monday afternoon, officials scrambled to set 
up a warming station in a school building.

Gary Mitschke, the emergency resource 
coordinator for Presidio County, was there to 
help out. He warned those without power not to 
expect it back on soon.

“What we have is what we’re going to get,” he 
said. “That’s what I’ve been told.”

Oscar Aguero, the superintendent of Marfa 
ISD, still had power at his house. He has been 
working 14-hour days at the schools to make sure 
residents were fed and safe.

He was doing so, he said, in large part for the 
kids. “They need to be taken care of even if we 
don’t have school,” he said. “Unfortunately, this 
time we needed to take care of the adults as well 
— which is not a problem whatsoever.”

After speaking to local officials, including 
Presidio County Judge Cinderela Guevera, 
Aguero said local leaders agreed the school — 
with its resources and power connections — was 
a logical resource center for Marfans. Oscar and 
his wife Cheri, who teaches at the school, were 
happy to help out.

“We want to take care of the community,” 
Oscar said. “That’s what we believe in. Cheri and 
me, we’re both so blessed.”

The disaster has left locals and tourists alike 
scrambling to stay safe and fed. Jose Prat, the 
general manager at the Thunderbird, said he 
received calls from five groups of tourists on 

Monday, desperate to find warm rooms.
He couldn’t help them; Thunderbird didn’t have 

power. Prat also didn’t have heat at his home.
“We’re okay with food, but we have two two-

and-a-half year olds,” Prat said. “Luckily, in our 
house we have a gas stove in our living room. We 
all huddle together.”

On Highland and U.S. 90 on Monday, tourists 
wandered around, looking for food or gas. One 
couple from San Antonio had lost power at their 
Airbnb. They were heading to Stripes, where 
they’d heard there were hot meals.

In less than 30 minutes in the parking lot of 
Stripes, Alpine couple Tom and Johnella Strong 
handed out 45 meals, including ham, mashed 
potatoes, gravy and corn. The food would 
hopefully stick to ribs and help Marfans get 
through the day, Tom said. 

“We feel blessed that we’re able to do this for 
people,” Johnella added.

Tourists weren’t the only Big Bend visitors 
left stranded. Border Patrol had rescued 
dozens of migrants, including nine who needed 
hospitalization for exposure, said Greg Davis, a 
spokesperson for Customs and Border Protection.

So far, Davis said on Tuesday, there were no 
reported migrant deaths. But with Big Bend 
Sector Headquarters in Marfa also without 
power, agents weren’t doing standard patrols, he 
said.

“We have to be careful about risking life and 
limb to go out and drive on the roads,” Davis said. 
“If it’s not necessary, if it’s not an emergency, 
we’re on stand-by.”

On Tuesday, the food situation in Marfa was 
getting more dire. Marfa ISD started handing 
out hot meals. Shortly after opening, the center 
had already handed out around 50, said Oscar 
Aguero, superintendent of Marfa ISD.

Julie Fischer, a Marfa resident, was there to 
help out. “It’s good to be moving,” Fischer said. 
With no power in her house — and without cell 
service for more than a day — she had been 

jogging in her home in an effort to stay warm.
Across Marfa, many residents without power 

hunkered down. Patricia Meckfessel, who lives 
on the city’s southside, was staying put. “It’s just 
like a camping trip,” she said on Tuesday, “but I 
have adobe walls.”

Like others in Marfa, Meckfessel lost cell 
service for much of Monday. She couldn’t reach 
her husband Bob, who was at the family’s home 
in Dallas. But all things considered, Meckfessel 
said she was doing well. Her stove ran on gas and 
her house was well-insulated. Her dog Tony and 
cat Hank were helping to keep her warm.

By Tuesday evening, Porter’s was still without 
power and still closed. The store had donated 
food to Marfa ISD, as had The Get Go and local 
churches. What couldn’t be donated was thrown 
out, as fridges at the stores — like those in homes 
across the city — rose above the temperatures 
necessary for keeping food safe.

In the Porter’s parking lot, Ariel Saucedo, a rug 
salesman from Laudon, Oklahoma, was packing 
up. He said he hadn’t made any sales. “The 
weather affects everything,” he said. He wasn’t 
sure where he was sleeping that night.

At around 8 p.m., as the night got colder and 
darker, Marfa resident Rosa Melendez was still 
without power at her apartment on the city’s 
southside. To keep her mother and children 
warm, she was boiling big pots of water on the 
gas stove.

Melendez worried about carbon-monoxide 
poisoning, and she kept an eye on the stove to 
make sure the flame didn’t go out. But she didn’t 
see a better option. She didn’t want to sleep in 
Marfa ISD’s warming center, for fears of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Melendez was huddling in the living room 
with her mother and two children, Alexia, 8, and 
Aiden, 6. Another child, Damian, was staying 
with a friend who had power. Two other children, 
Brianna and Isaiah, had gone to Marfa schools to 
charge their phones. 

For a hot meal that night, Damian had brought 
the family two pizzas and breadsticks. Rosa 
said she planned to leave her groceries outside, 
where they’d hopefully stay cold. But the 
situation wasn’t fun, and the kids were getting 
bored. Alexia missed watching TikTok videos on 
YouTube; Aiden wanted to play Fortnite.

For now, the Melendez family is getting by. 
But with the kids out of school, with Rosa’s 
workplace closed and with the lights off for days, 
the winter storm was yet another statewide crisis 
the family didn’t need.

“I guess we have no other means,” Rosa said. 
“I hope it doesn’t last that long.”

Emma Alvarez, center, and Alexis Villela, left, get breakfast Wednesday morning in the cafeteria at Marfa ISD, with superintendent Oscar Aguero 
serving up scrambled eggs. Like many in Marfa, the sisters had been without electricity since early Monday. The school cafeteria served as a warming 
center and place for hot meals.

“It’s horrible, we 
don’t have grocery 

stores. We don’t 
have gas.”

CBP arrests two 
undocumented immigrant 
men after chase in Marfa

MARFA — Last Tuesday, Marfa Police Chief Steve Marquez was doing 
a patrol near Marfa schools when he spotted two men. They were acting 
suspicious, peering over fences and looking into yards, he recalled in a 
follow-up interview last week. 

Marquez decided to stop and ask them who they were. When he tried to 
talk to them, though, the men took off running towards the school. That was 
bad news, especially after a similar situation in 2019 prompted lockdowns 
at the schools. “It was right before lunchtime,” Marquez recalled. “Kids 
were out for P.E. and on the track.”

Marquez chased after one man on foot and ultimately caught up with 
him. Mitch Garcia, a Presidio County Sheriff’s Office deputy who’d 
heard chatter about the incident over police radio, caught the other in his 
truck. Garcia, Marquez figures, also put in a call to Customs and Border 
Protection, which soon arrived on the scene.

When Marquez asked the men for identification, he understood why 
they were running. They said, “We crossed over from Mexico,” Marquez 
recalled. “All they had were Mexican licenses.”

As police chief in Marfa, Marquez says it isn’t his policy to ask people 
he stops about their immigration status. But often, this is just how arrests 
of immigrating people happen: they panic when they encounter city police 
— and once they’re formally under arrest, authorities realize they have no 
documentation.

Both men were turned over to Border Patrol, Marquez said — but in a 
follow-up call on Tuesday, a CBP spokesperson did not yet have information 
to provide on the arrests. Instead, like many in Marfa, CBP was focused 
on more pressing challenges this week, including a lack of power and the 
safety of their agents.
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Grid struggles

Behind on rent?

COVID-19 has a�ected Texans across the state. We have 

emergency funds available to help Texas renters pay current 

and past due rent and utility bills – even if the landlord has 

already sued for eviction in their local court.

Households must have incomes at or below 80% of the

Area Median Income and meet other eligibility requirements.

For full details, visit TexasRentRelief.com.

LANDLORDS & RENTERS

The Texas Rent Relief Program
is here to help.

Texas Coronavirus Relief Bill Rental Assistance Program administered 
by the Texas Department of Housing and Community A�airs.
Providing false, incomplete, or inaccurate information on application 
forms or seeking assistance for months in which assistance has been or 
will be provided, may result in up to 5 years of imprisonment and for 
each occurrence a fine of up to $10,000. | Other program limitations and 
eligibility requirements apply, not all households may be eligible. See 
TexasRentRelief.com for details. | Funds may no longer be available by 
the time a household applies.

TexasRentRelief.com

For Information and to Apply

Assistance is available in multiple languages.

833-9TX-RENT Toll Free
833-989-7368

“rolling brownouts” where companies would rotate 
power outages between sections of their customers, 
decreasing the number of people on the grid at one time.

At 4 a.m. Monday morning, the southern section of 
Marfa went dark. The breaker for the northern side 
of town remained on. AEP put out an early morning 
statement that power outages from “30 minutes to an 
hour” had begun. But the situation worsened quickly. 

Soon, AEP was asked by ERCOT to “shed more load” 
– cutting off even more users’ electricity, rather than 
rolling between its customers. Even ERCOT’s worst 
case scenario plan had underestimated the reality it was 
now facing.

Blake Burchard, an external affairs manager at AEP 
in San Angelo, explained why the plan for rolling 
brownouts became impossible. All customers are 
connected to a circuit with a breaker and are considered 
a load. Those loads get prioritized based on who or what 
is connected to the load. Some loads are characterized 
as critical, and the company tries to refrain from turning 
off circuits that have “hospitals, nursing homes, any 
kind of care facilities, as well as water and wastewater 
treatment,” Burchard said.

The company was reluctant to add power outages 
in those critical or essential locations on Monday, 
planning to roll outages between less essential loads. 
But as ERCOT requested more and more “load shed,” 
AEP had to consider shutoffs even for those “essential” 
services. “Right now, we’re trying to determine what 
feeds can stand it that were previously labeled critical,” 
Burchard said on Tuesday.

Burchard also said the company looks at which 
breakers have bigger shares of energy consumption, 
turning off the ones that offered the biggest “bang for 
your buck.”

In Marfa, where there are two breakers, the one for 
the south side consumes the larger share of energy and 
has “most of the load,” according to George Salgado, 
the supervisor of AEP’s Marfa distribution system. 
Salgado explained, “All our businesses, the restaurants, 
two Stripes, the grocery stores, Border Patrol –– all 
those big businesses carry most of the load.” And all of 
them are on the south breaker. The north breaker is all 
residential, except for the Marfa schools.

While residents lost power, generators were tripping 
off the system, too. In a Tuesday conversation with 
WFAA in Dallas, Governor Greg Abbott said natural 
gas providers were warning his office that natural gas 
is “just frozen right now. It’s frozen in the pipeline. It’s 
frozen at the rig. It’s frozen at the transmission line.”

Instrumentation on natural gas pipelines was freezing 
up. Natural gas was unable to flow as easily under the 
extreme temperatures. Some wind turbines iced over 
and snow blocked off solar panel power generation. 
Together, it created a dangerously low level of available 
energy for consumption.

Dan Woodfin, the senior director of system operations 
for ERCOT explained at a press conference on Tuesday 
that weatherization for generators is voluntary at this 
time, “but there are significant financial penalties in 
the ability to generate during conditions like this.” 
Those penalties aren’t fines and fees though, and they 
aren’t handed down from a regulatory agency or the 
State of Texas.

Woodfin was instead suggesting the penalty is that 
companies are missing out on the economic boom that 
happens when scarcity takes hold and the market drives 
up the price for what little electricity is available. Those 
companies that manage to stay online are able to profit 
handsomely, while those generators that trip offline will 
miss out on the cashflow. 

“If you’ve got a generator not on the grid during that 
time, you’re not making a profit,” he said. There aren’t 

penalties or fines for being off, “just financial losses 
if you’re not in during the high times,” Woodfin said. 
“The incentives are aligned with reliability.” On the 
Tuesday press conference, Bill Magness, ERCOT CEO, 
reaffirmed, “We have best practices, not winterization 
requirements and fines at this time.” 

Since the grid doesn’t cross state lines, it has 
intentionally avoided oversight from the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission. But the federal government 
has weighed in on the condition of the grid before, 
because Texas has previously battled weather’s effects 
on the grid. The federal government wrote reports after 
a smaller 2011 outage, recommending the state increase 
its reserve power and add cold-weather weatherization. 

Retired Marfa resident Laura Doll worked in the 
public and private sectors of the energy industry for 
decades, and at one point was chair of the ERCOT 
board. Having worked through the 2011 outages in 
Texas, Doll doubted whether the particularly extreme 
events of this week could’ve been foreseen. But 
she believed the coming fallout in the industry is 
predictable. By Tuesday, Governor Abbott had already 
called for an investigation into the event by the Texas 
Legislature.

“We had a similar severe winter weather outage, 
and there were legislative hearings, and I believe 
everyone pledged to do better,” Doll said, referencing 
the industry going through the smaller 2011 outages in 
Texas. “They’ll talk about better winterization of power 
plants, but really, who’s going to pay for that? Nobody 
wants higher cost power,” she said. “The so-called fixes 
will undoubtedly require funding and there will be a lot 
of hard choices to make.”

“Texas as I understand it, doesn’t really have a specific 
hard requirement for a certain amount of reserve 
capacity, because if you’re going to require it, you 
have to pay for it,” Doll said. “They have hoped that 
the market would take care of that –– and sometimes 
it doesn’t.”

In the meantime, as Marfa residents dealt with the 
continuing consequences of extreme weather conditions 
clashing with an unprepared electric grid, the one 
remaining public space left with electricity, the Marfa 
ISD school campus, had turned into a warming center 
for those left in the cold.

At first, few gathered in the school’s cafeteria, but 
as the hours and days wore on, many sought refuge at 
the school tables distanced through the room. Some 
arrived to connect to wifi and get work done. Others 
needed to charge a cell phone. On Tuesday, The Get Go 
and Marfa’s Porter’s grocery store donated perishable 
goods to the cafeteria, where volunteers have since 
been serving up free hot meals.

On Tuesday night, AEP Texas announced it had rotated 
some of its outages across South and West Texas, “but 
challenges on the grid due to insufficient generation 
prevented us from rotating many of those impacted,” 
their social media accounts read. “Crews remain ready 
to restore electric service to our customers as soon as 
power is available.”

By Wednesday morning, more than 48 hours into the 
outages in Marfa, ERCOT was once again demanding 
AEP Texas turn off electricity for more customers. 
“Please prepare for more power outages and expect 
current power outages to continue,” the company 
announced. On Tuesday and Wednesday, as the winter 
storm swept east across Texas, major population centers 
and many energy generators were hit by more cold 
weather. Forecasts for the coming days promised low 
temperatures would persist throughout the state.

As The Big Bend Sentinel prepared to go to press, 
power was restored to the south side of Marfa. Local 
AEP officials were not immediately available to say if 
there was a chance either part of Marfa could be shed 
again.

family losing their home, especially 
so soon after the devastating loss of 
their husband and father Robert,” 
Manny Baeza, the mayor of Marfa, 
said in a statement on behalf of the 
city. “For such terrible things to 
happen to such a wonderful family 
is almost unimaginable. The City 
extends our thoughts and prayers to 
them and will help them in any way 

we can.”
Just last month, Teresa Todd, 

the city attorney for Marfa and 
the county attorney for Jeff Davis 
County, was grieving the loss of her 
friend Robert. She would remember 
him, she wrote, for his laughter, 
his cooking, his “great dancing” 
and “excellent coaching.” Besides 
serving as a city employee in Marfa, 
Rubio had also coached little league 
in Fort Davis.

Reached for comment on 

Wednesday, Todd was saddened 
that the family was facing another 
hardship. “The Rubios are an 
absolutely amazing family,” she said 
in a statement. “Stephanie, Allison, 
Blake and Levi have endured more 
hardship in a few weeks than many 
suffer in a lifetime.”

“I ask everyone that reads this 
to help out by donating to their 
GoFundMe account,” Todd added. 
At press time, more than 100 people 
had done just that.

exposure to people that she gets in 
her job as a bus driver for Marfa 
schools.

Not everyone who was skipped 
over at the main event was able to 
make a return to Marfa on Friday 
though. A woman who had an 
appointment at the large event but 
lives two hours from Marfa wasn’t 
able to make the drive due to fog. 
Culbertson estimated another half 
dozen who were eligible declined 
and said they’d be seeking the shot 

elsewhere.
Those doses, allocated to the 

previous appointment-holders 
but then freed up, were promptly 
scheduled to be given to other 
vaccine-eligible patients in the area. 
All 60 were spoken for on Friday, 
and Valerie Breuvart checked off the 
line of individuals as they arrived, 
received their shots and waited 
the designated 15 minutes to be 
monitored for any reaction to the 
dose.

“I think they’re really going to 
believe it when they get their second 
shot, and we don’t mess it up next 

time,” Culbertson said. All 560 
individuals who received the Pfizer 
vaccine in Marfa are asked to return 
to the USO Building on March 2 
for their second-round dose. “The 
people of our region are really 
happy to have something here in 
our own area,” Culbertson said. “It’s 
wonderful.”

Lionel Hernandez escorted his 
uncle Ruben Vasquez into the clinic, 
who gave a relieved sigh as the 
shot was administered. Around his 
neck was a pendant of Saint Jude, 
a symbol of having faith when all 
seems lost

Ruben Vasquez shows his Saint Jude pendant to nurse Kasey Hernandez after getting his first shot against 
covid-19. Hernandez Google searched Saint Jude afterward, reading to the office that he symbolizes “having 
faith when all seems lost.”

Photo by Maisie CrowPhoto by Maisie Crow

WEST TEXAS — The winter 
storm impacting Texas has slowed 
Border Patrol operations in the Big 
Bend Sector, but hasn’t stopped 
them. Agents have apprehended 
over 200 people so far in the course 
of their duties, pulling some from 
life-threatening weather conditions 
present across West Texas.

The massive winter storm 
blanketing the entire state of Texas 
has produced significant snow and 
prolonged freezing temperatures in 
West Texas between Sierra Blanca 
and Van Horn, where the majority 

of the Border Patrol apprehensions 
have occurred. One deceased 
individual, who likely succumbed 
to the harsh environmental 
elements, has been recovered by 
Big Bend Sector agents and local 
law enforcement. Approximately 
10 people were admitted to regional 
hospitals for exposure, frostbite or 
more serious medical conditions. 

Many people rescued by Big 
Bend Sector agents were found 
to have been abandoned by alien 
smugglers with some calling 911 
operators seeking help or flagging 

down motorists as they reached 
area highways. Family members 
have reported their loved ones 
missing to Border Patrol, resulting 
in additional searches that may have 
saved their lives.

The apprehended subjects were 
found to be present in the U.S. 
illegally, with citizenship from 
numerous countries including 
Ecuador, Guatemala, Honduras 
and Mexico, and were processed 
according to Big Bend Sector 
protocols for appropriate 
adjudication.

Ralph Mediano fills his car with gas that he was able to pull from a broken-down vehicle by puncturing the 
gas tank Wednesday morning. Gas station pumps across Marfa were closed from Monday until electricity was 
restored to them Wednesday afternoon.

Border Patrol apprehended more than 200 
during winter storm event
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Opinions  
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

We want to hear from YOU! 
• Letters should be sent to editor@bigbendsentinel.com, and must 

provide the writer’s full name, city of residence and an email or 
phone number, so that we may follow up and verify information as 
needed.

• Your letters may be edited for clarity and brevity. While opinions of 
all kinds are welcome, when it comes to claims of fact, we strive to 
only publish what is verifiable. 

• We have limited staff capacity to fact check unsubstantiated claims, 
so letters that include those may be held or remain unpublished if 
information is not easily verifiable.

• We may reach out to ask questions and verify the identity of the 
sender. We do not run letters anonymously unless the sender is 
privately identified and has a reasonable claim to anonymity.

• We reserve the right to hold or refrain from publishing a letter for 
any reason and we thank you for always sharing your letters with 
us. - The Big Bend Sentinel Editorial Staff

• • • 

The Chinati Foundation is a 
contemporary art museum founded  

by the artist Donald Judd.

Chinati remains closed  
until further notice.

The safety of our staff, community, 
and visitors is our highest priority. 
We look forward to welcoming 
visitors back on our grounds as 

soon as it is safe to do so.

Chinati’s website is always a place  
to explore the collection, research,  
learn, shop, become a member and 

support Chinati. 

www.chinati.org

Dear Editor,

Lobo Nation must fight back against Texas A&M move

Back in the 1980s, the Texas Legislature started talking about closing 
some state universities, including Sul Ross. Lobo Nation mobilized. 
Members of our communities went to Austin to tell lawmakers what they 
thought of that plan. They even flew a hot air balloon over the Capitol with 
a banner: “Save Sul Ross.”

Times have changed. But there is another poorly-timed proposal regarding 
SRSU coming from the legislature. And residents of Alpine, Del Rio, Eagle 
Pass and Uvalde need to do the 2021 equivalent of launching a hot air 
balloon and get out the message not to harm our beloved Sul Ross State 
University.

This year, the threat comes from Senate Bill 522 filed by Senator Roland 
Gutierrez of San Antonio. This poorly planned and ill-timed proposal would 
tear Sul Ross from its sister schools in the Texas State University System, 
its home for the past 100 years, to put it in the Texas A&M University 
System. This would most likely result in higher student tuition, as has 
happened other times when moves like this have been made.

Senator Gutierrez points to recent drops in student enrollment and says 
that this can only be reversed under the prestige of the Texas A&M banner. 
A&M is being held up as a shiny object that can solve all of our problems 
— just like other critics said nearly a decade ago when they unsuccessfully 
tried to move Sul Ross into the Texas Tech System.

Well-known and brand-new university president, Pete Gallego, is on 
track to tackle issues that Sul Ross and other rural colleges and universities 
all face whether they are part of the Texas State or other Texas university 
systems. As the first ever Sul Ross alum and Alpine native to serve as 
president, he knows the Alpine and Rio Grande communities, having 
represented all four Sul Ross campuses during his 24 years in the Texas 
Legislature and U.S. Congress. He helped balance the state budget for a 
decade during five sessions as one of only five house budget conferees. He 
knows how to get things done!

In his short tenure, Pete has worked aggressively with the SRSU staff 
and with the Texas State University System leaders on the plans they 
have already begun implementing to move Sul Ross forward. Those plans 
include promising scholarships and professional student advisors. These are 
but two of a number of initiatives to support increased student enrollment 
and student needs. They will help ensure that whether high school students 
are taking dual credit at Sul Ross or completing their first two years of 
undergraduate work at a well-respected lower cost university before 
transferring to a high-cost school like A&M, or they want to complete their 
degree at Sul Ross, they know how to get it done on time. As one of the few 
universities with no community college nearby, SRSU should be lauded for 
enabling education for all students.

The Texas State University System has proved to be a stalwart ally for 
over 100 years throughout other times of challenge and change.

Texas State University System leaders shared much of this information 
with Sen. Gutierrez in December. Rather than support the unique 
environment that all rural universities like SRSU face, he chose to file his 
bill with no Sul Ross employees having had a chance to either review or 
comment on it. In fact, the Lobo community as a whole was caught by 
surprise. That’s not an approach focused on making SRSU better.

So now it’s time to have our say. You can reach out directly to our 
House member, Rep. Eddie Morales (512.463.0566), and Sen. Gutierrez 
(512.463.0119); those in Presidio and Jeff Davis counties can contact 
Senator Cesar Blanco (512.463.0129) and Senator Brandon Creighton, 
chair of the Senate Higher Education Committee (512) 463-0104, to 
express your opposition. 

We don’t have a hot air balloon this year. But we have cell phones, email 
and social media. So, let’s tell our leaders that Sul Ross can best support its 
students, increase enrollment and serve its communities by continuing in its 
historic home -- the Texas State University System. 

Rick Stephens
Ramon Espinosa
Monica Quiroga
Eddie Natera
Ann Calaway
Carla McFarland
Alpine

Dear Editor,

Medicaid needs to be expanded to all uninsured adults in Texas this year. 
Texas has the highest rate of individuals without health insurance in the 
nation, and it is one of only 12 states that have failed to expand Medicaid 
for uninsured adults. About one in three uninsured Texans is an adult who 
could be covered under Medicaid expansion, with the federal government 
paying 90% of the cost.

By refusing to expand Medicaid, Texas is turning down $10B of federal 
funding every year. This means that Texans are paying for Medicaid 
expansion in other states without Texans getting the benefit. Please contact 
your state senator and representative and demand Medicaid expansion.

Sincerely,
Genie Mitchell
Fort Davis

Dear Editor,

I would like to discuss Texas Senator Roland Gutierrez’s Senate Bill 522, 
after reading about it in the February 4 edition of the Alpine Avalanche and 
after attending a Q&A with Texas Representative Eddie Morales Saturday 
afternoon at Sul Ross.

In my opinion, a fundamental key to a healthy, thriving university, in 
terms of academic excellence and a nurturing environment for its students, 
is a well-paid faculty and staff.

Paying faculty on par with other Texas universities attracts highly qualified 
professors who are knowledgeable in their field, creative and, perhaps, 
bring a certain reputation that’ll draw students who want to specifically 
learn from them.

And a well-paid staff means you have vital people eagerly coming to 
work every day providing Sul Ross’ students, through support and services, 
with the best university experience they’re capable of.

However, according to the University and College Employee Salaries 
Open Payrolls report for 2017, the average salary for all faculty and staff at 
Sul Ross was $45,049.

That’s 31.3% below the average salary for faculty and staff at all 
universities and colleges in Texas.

That means as recently as 2017, maintenance staff and Sul Ross clerks 
were making $1,785 to $1,639 a month, respectively.

Professors across the spectrum at Sul Ross, from geology, chemistry and 
English, to theatre arts and range animal science, were paid up to 63% to 
66% below the average salary for faculty at all universities and colleges in 
Texas.

For example, a chemistry professor with a Ph.D made $48,000. Pitiful.
And I personally know someone who has worked at Sul Ross for over two 

decades and her salary is still $3,887 a month.
These are just brief examples. I could make an endless itemized list of 

every underpaid employee, but let’s abbreviate by stating this: save one 
job, all Sul Ross faculty and staff are grossly underpaid by state university 
standards.

A valid argument could be that due to Sul Ross’ much smaller student 
body and fewer credit hours, it’s difficult for Sul Ross to compete for 
limited state funds against bigger schools like the University of Texas and 
Texas A&M. 

So, let’s ask ourselves, “How does state funding for Texas state colleges 
and universities work?”

Every fiscal year when state universities go before the Texas Legislature 
to ask for state funding, the big systems like the University of Texas, 
Texas Tech, and Texas A&M, representing all of their member university 
and college campuses, cumulative credit hours and combined student 
enrollment — 154,000 students in the case of Texas A&M — leverage their 
larger numbers to get bigger slices for themselves from the small, state 
funding pie. 

Those systems then turn around and distribute their funds to their 
respective member universities and colleges.

By contrast, each member university of the Texas State University 
System appeals to the state legislature for funding as if it were an 

Dear Editor, 

It was, and still is, nasty, freezing cold for so many. I pray for our fellow 
Texans suffering right now. Some in the Panhandle may be better prepared, 
but for parts of the state where 32°F is a cold snap: unlikely.

Along the Lower Valley where palm trees, not pear cactus, predominate, 
people aren’t faring well either, like here in West Texas. This isn’t up north 
where everyone has central heat and winter clothing. Even then, power off 
for several hours to several days is a deal breaker, risking lives and property.

For the heart-opening part, there’s been so much cooperation with people 
having power helping those without, and media posts providing updated 
information. Thanks, too, for the scenic wilderness photos and historical 
pieces highlighting regional life in Big Bend, Texas. Terlingua, Lajitas, 
Study Butte, Alpine, Marfa, Marathon Facebook groups.

And, can we begrudge an area in drought receiving some much-needed 
extra moisture?  Desert foliage thanks Mother Nature. We’re going to enjoy 
a bounty of bluebonnets, hoping they’ve survived an unusual desert deep 
freeze.

Rev. Barry Abraham Zavah
Alpine

independent university.
This unfairly forces Sul Ross to pit its 2,000 students against Texas 

A&M’s combined 154,000 students each year for the same limited state 
funds.

If Sul Ross cannot benefit from being a part of a bigger system when state 
funding rolls around each year, then we have to seriously ask, “How does 
Sul Ross benefit from being a part of the Texas State University System?”

And how do we benefit from Sul Ross remaining a part of the Texas State 
University System?

I say “we” because our local and regional economy is tied, to a large 
degree, to the health and viability of Sul Ross.

A financially healthy Sul Ross means a healthy and thriving student body. 
Which means thriving rentals, thriving small businesses and restaurants 
and occupied hotels. It means increased participation in school activities 
like football and intercollegiate events.

And all of this comes back to needing proper funding so Sul Ross can 
pay its vital faculty and staff on par with their colleagues at all Texas 
universities.

If Sul Ross has to go it alone, hat in hand every year to the state for 
funding, what’s the point of remaining with the Texas State University 
system when big systems like Texas A&M properly take care of their own?

I’m really hard pressed to understand how we benefit remaining with a 
system that doesn’t help us.

And really, does Texas State University consider us a part of their system?
For example, there’s a University of Texas at Austin, University of Texas 

at El Paso, and University of Texas Permian Basin.
There’s a Texas A&M University - College Station, Texas A&M 

University - San Antonio, and a Texas A&M University - Kingsville.
Is there a Texas State University in Huntsville? No, there’s Sam Houston 

State University in Huntsville. 
Is there a Texas State University in Beaumont? No. There’s Lamar 

University in Beaumont.
Is there a Texas State University in Alpine? No, there’s Sul Ross State 

University in Alpine. 
In fact, there is only one Texas State University, and it’s in San Marcos.
So again, “How do we benefit from being a part of the Texas State 

University System?”

Sincerely,
Amit Rangra
Alpine
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GOVERNMENT CONTACTS

Why Milton Friedman should 
not be forgiven

By GEORGE A. COVINGTON

I have been a lifelong believer in regulated capitalism. Capitalism in 
my mind is much like technology: It is not good or bad, but when it gets 
out of hand it can turn bad quickly. Many of the present-day technology 
giants started in a garage with a couple of kids who wanted to make money 
from their ideas. Like too many capitalistic endeavors, these companies 
blossomed into colossals of capitalism. Their power grew so great that they 
tended to discourage new ideas and encourage new ways of stifling small 
companies. They seemed to have forgotten their origins. 

One of the major problems today is the concept of stock value. A concept 
that found its beginnings in the economic preachings of Milton Friedman. 
Friedman, the recipient of the 1976 Nobel Prize for Economic Science, was 
a senior research fellow at the Hoover Institution, Stanford University, from 
1977 to 2006. He taught at the University of Chicago, 1946 to 1976, and 
was famous for leading the university’s brand of conservative economics. 
Friedman was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1988.

In many ways, Friedman was an idealist and libertarian activist, but his 
economic analysis was always grounded in what he called practical reality. 
He once said, “One of the great mistakes is to judge policies and programs 
by their intentions rather than their results.” He also had strong views 
of unintentional consequences. Many of Friedman’s most controversial 
positions were based on this principle. He opposed raising the minimum 
wage because he felt it unintentionally harmed young and low-skilled 
workers, particularly minorities. His famous 1989 “Open Letter” to 
then-drug czar Bill Bennett called for the decriminalization of all drugs, 
mostly because of the devastating unintended effects of the drug war. This 
letter lost Friedman many conservative supporters, who he said failed “to 
recognize that the very measures you favor are a major source of the evils 
you deplore.” This declaration lost some conservatives support and totally 
confounded the government. 

The problem with his idea of unintentional consequences is that it required 
either a mystic or a prophet to interpret. When he made his statement against 
raising the minimum wage, he lived in an era where only teenage white kids 
worked at McDonald’s. He would never have dreamed that today he would 
find his grandparents working there, and the economy has evolved into a 
situation where millions of working poor find themselves having to live 
off the minimum wage, and in many instances unable to meet their bare 
existence.

Another example of unintentional consequences was his admonition to 
corporations that profits should be distributed among stockholders, and that 
any other purpose should be outside management’s peripheral. Fresh young 
capital Masters of Business Administration (MBA) took Friedman’s concept 
of profitability like a crusade. The executive “has direct responsibility to 
his employers.” i.e. the shareholders. “That responsibility is to conduct 
the business in accordance with their desires, which generally will be to 
make as much money as possible while conforming to the basic rules of the 
society, both those embodied in law and those embodied in ethical custom.”

Friedman’s musings were meant in a different time and a radically different 
economic situation than that which exists today. He basically meant that 
there was no room for morality in a corporation, only an endless drive for 
maximum profits. Corporate funds set aside for employees’ retirement 
programs should be redirected toward increasing the stock value of the 
corporation. The 401(k) was regarded as an adequate substitute for the 
century-long-accepted retirement package. At first, it was determined that 
corporation contributions would be matched by employee contributions for 
a stock portfolio. Slowly, many corporations began to almost imperceptibly 
lower their contributions and directed them toward stock value. The 
idea of community support should not be used to drain profit away from 
stockholders. Friedman dreamed of a lean, mean, profit machine with all 
profits going to raise stock value and dividends. 

In the 1960s, stocks were kept for an average of eight years. Today, 
large hedge funds have supercomputers that can buy and sell stock in 
microseconds.

I have always dreamed of having a mythical chute directly to Hell. I 
would take the coal chunks I would get every Christmas, write a name like 
Hitler, Stalin or Mussolini a note, attach it to a chunk of my coal and fling 
it straight to Hell. “Here it comes Milton!”

George A. Covington has worked in the fields of law, education, journalism 
and disability rights. He considers himself retired from every one of them 
with the possible exception of journalism. He is a graduate of the University 
of Texas schools of Journalism and Law. He moved to West Texas – Alpine 
- in 1997 after a 20-year career in Washington, D.C. where he once served 
on the staff of the Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives (Democrat) 
and shortly thereafter served as Special Assistant to the Vice President of 
the United States (Republican) 1989 to 1993.

In pandemic era, Texans’ access 
to public information at risk

By KELLEY SHANNON

Bold steps nearly 50 years ago created a landmark protection for the 
people’s right to know in Texas.

Lawmakers approved the state’s open records law, now known as the 
Texas Public Information Act. Born out of a political financial scandal, the 
act’s aim was to allow citizens to hold public officials accountable.

For the most part, this Texas transparency law has served us well.
It’s essential in many Texans’ routine interactions with their government 

as they request police reports, school budget documents and so much more. 
It has been used to expose government action – or inaction – in the wake of 
hurricanes and floods and turbulent economic times.

Now, amid the coronavirus outbreak, the Public Information Act is having 
another pivotal moment as Texans try to keep a watch on the government 
during a pandemic.

Where are COVID-19 clusters occurring? Are elderly loved ones safe? 
What’s the latest on COVID testing and vaccine distribution? How are 
taxpayer dollars being spent on pandemic aid in our communities?

The Texas Public Information Act is supposed to help us answer these 
questions of life and death, and follow the money. But in many cases, 
governments are using the pandemic itself to ignore them.

Some government offices closed their doors to the public to prevent 
the spread of the virus and, citing attorney general guidance, declared the 
physical office closure doesn’t count as business days for responding to 
Public Information Act requests — that’s even if government employees 
are getting paid to work remotely with electronic access to records. This 
obstruction could go on indefinitely. It’s an outdated approach when much 
of the work world is operating remotely via email and Zoom meetings.

Clearly, there’s a flaw in the interpretation of the law. And it can be 
repaired.

Today’s state legislators, like their predecessors a half-century ago, have 
the chance to take their own historic stand to safeguard the free flow of 
information for years to come.

The Freedom of Information Foundation of Texas and 20 other diverse 
organizations have formed the Transparent and Accountable Government 
Coalition to raise awareness about transparency laws and to support reforms 
in the 2021 legislative session. Some of these issues already existed, but the 
pandemic magnified them.

In addition to Public Information Act updates, the virtual meetings 
provision of the Texas Open Meetings Act needs lawmakers’ attention. 
We must ensure fair rules for public participation in online government 
meetings, including having a phone call-in line for those without Internet 
access.

State law also should clarify that the locations of COVID-19 cases in 
nursing homes and other long-term care facilities are public information. 
The TAG Coalition is working on these measures and several other open 
government bills, such as one calling for posting more government contracts 
online.

Lawmakers in both political parties are interested in working together to 
protect and expand public information access. It’s a continuous job to make 
sure Texas laws keep pace with modern times and that governments adhere 
to the letter and the spirit of our transparency laws.

This pandemic era presents the opportunity to take yet another step on 
that honorable path.

Kelley Shannon is executive director of the nonprofit Freedom of Information 
Foundation of Texas. For more information go to www.foift.org.
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Arts & Community
DRAWING OF THE WEEK

Solutions from last week's puzzles

Go to zoom.us or download the app:
• ACA - Thursday 5:30 PM https://tinyurl.com/y7qyghga
• Al Anon. - Sunday 2:00 PM https://tinyurl.com/yd78lsa6
• AA - Monday, Tuesday, Friday 6:00 PM                

https://tinyurl.com/y25rsguo (new link!)
• AA - Wednesday 6:00 PM St. Paul's Episcopal Church (masks, 

distance, sanitizer, wipe down surfaces required)
• AA - Saturday 12:00 Noon                                     

https://tinyurl.com/y686nnw2 (new link!)
*Please note, you can find online meetings at any time at https://aa-
intergroup.org/oiaa/meetings/

MARFA 12 STEP MEETINGS ONLINE

Come worship with us

First United 
Methodist Church
Do not fear, for I am with you,

    do not be afraid, 
for I am your God;

I will strengthen you, 
I will help you,

    I will uphold you with my 
victorious right hand.

Isaiah 41:10

Sundays 9 am
Pastor Young Hoon Kang

110 W Washington Steet
Marfa 432-729-4534

•

•

Drawing by Landin
"Self Portrait with Mask"
Mrs. Roman's second grade class  

24 Hour ATM
Loans 

Personal Banking
Business Banking

301 S. Highland Ave. - Marfa
432-729-4344 or 877-729-4344   www.marfanb.com

co.

6
Whiskey

Open Wednesday – Sunday
12 pm – 6 pm

125 North Highland Suite #101  
Marfa, Texas

Men’s & women’s apparel, home & gift
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By J.D. GARCIA
 
MARFA — Marfa Elementary 

School students had a visit 
from singer/songwriter/multi-
instrumentalist Joachim Cooder 
Friday afternoon for a question-
and-answer session via Zoom.

Cooder, the son of iconic 
Americana musician Ry Cooder, 
has appeared on drums in many of 
his father’s records, including the 
classic 1995 debut record of Buena 
Vista Social Club.

 Cooder’s invitation to meet and 
greet the children of Marfa came 
at the behest of Marfa art teacher 
Sam Watts, who had earlier led the 
children in learning and performing 
“Over That Road I’m Bound,” from 
his 2020 record of the same name.

 Over the course of the session, 
Cooder answered questions 
from students on how he became 
a musician, what ignites his 
inspiration and his future as a 
musician.

 Though initially a drummer, 
Cooder said, answering a question 
from fifth-grade student Lily Aguero, 
he began writing his own songs later 
in life after having performed with 
his father over the years.

 “I grew up around music because 
my dad is a musician,” Cooder told 
the class. “I was an only child, so it 
was easy for him to take me around 
to shows. I could also play guitar, so 
I started singing and playing songs 

of my own and it opened up a new 
chapter of my music career.”

 Student Noah Barton inquired 
about Cooder’s first instrument, 
and Cooder answered with a drum 
set from his father’s drummer, Jim 
Keltner, whose impressive resume 
includes stints with rock luminaries 
such as Eric Clapton, George 
Harrison and Harry Nilsson.

 “[Keltner] would leave his drums 
at our house, so I’d sneak down at 
night and play his drum set. One 
night, he saw me playing and gave 
me my first drum set,” Cooder told 
the class.

 One of Cooder’s favorite parts of 
writing music, he explained, is the 
happy accident that occurs in the 

song-writing process: “When you 
make music, you think things are 
going to go one way, and sometimes 
things happen you don’t expect. 
Sometimes someone messes up and 
it ends up being the best part of the 
song.” 

 Cooder also showed the class 
his favorite instrument, the mbira, 
which is part of the idiophone 
family of musical instruments. 

 “It’s very soothing and you 
could play by yourself and be your 
own little band,” he said, adding 
that there are other instruments he 
wishes he had learned. “I always 
wanted to play the marimba. I tried 
to learn, but I didn’t stick with it and 
now I regret it.”

 Cooder also spoke about his 
experiences travelling to Cuba to 
record with Buena Vista Social 
Club, and the challenges involved 
in making the record.

“Buena Vista Social Club was a 
very accidental thing that happened. 
We flew down to make a different 
album with some African musicians 
that were supposed to [join] but 
never made it. Sometimes when 
you got one idea, something else 
happens and it’s way better,” he 
said of the making of the record. 
“We wound up playing with some 
Cuban musicians, and they were 
very warm and brought you in and 
would make you feel good.”

 “I hope I’m able to do what 
I’m doing now,” Cooder said in 
response to a question by Matteo 
Masa on whether he plans to keep 
making music in 10 years. “Music 
isn’t easy. You have to make the 
music and then play it, and then you 
have to sell it and hope people pay 
for it. I’ll do it as long as I still have 
ideas.”

 According to Cooder, through 
his experiences as a professional 
musician, the project led by Watts 
for the children to learn “Over Than 
Road I’m Bound” has been a career 
highlight.

“Seeing you guys play has been 
the most exciting thing so far,” he 
told the class. “I’ll need you guys to 
back me up next time I go to Marfa. 
We’ll do it together!”

Greater Big Bend Dark 
Sky Reserve plans virtual 

town hall meeting                                                                                    
ALPINE — The Alpine Downtown Association in cooperation with the 

West Texas Friends of the Night Sky will host a virtual town hall meeting 
regarding the development of the Greater Big Bend Dark Sky Reserve this 
month.

Subject matter experts Bill Wren and Stephen Hummel with the McDonald 
Observatory, as well as Annie Gilliland with Big Bend National Park, will 
present.

Topics of discussion will include the Dark Sky Reserve and its benefits for 
Alpine’s economy. Continued education and awareness in the community 
will enable outdoor lighting requirements to be met and sky quality to 
improve.

“McDonald Observatory is preparing an application to the International 
Dark-Sky Association (IDA) to establish the world’s largest International 
Dark Sky Reserve in the Greater Big Bend of West Texas,” Wren said. “This 
Alpine Downtown Association virtual Town Hall meeting will present the 
scope of the reserve, the IDA criteria to be met and benefits to regional 
communities.”

Dark skies in the area are important to the observatory because light 
pollution affects how their scientists can view distant objects in the cosmos. 
But they also have many economic and quality of life advantages to 
communities in the area.  

The city of Alpine is currently revising its Dark Skies ordinance to include 
technical changes that have come about since the original ordinance was 
adopted in 2000 and revised in 2010.

Comments, questions and discussion will be open for all interested.
The meeting is scheduled for 5:30 p.m. (Central Time) Monday, February 

22, to be broadcast live on Zoom.
For login information, see the Alpine Downtown Association Facebook 

page or call John T. Kennedy at 512-971-7171.

Well-known musician virtually visits MISD

Video still courtesy of Sam Watts
Students in Sam Watts’ music class in Marfa played a Joachim Cooder 
song, sharing the recording online. In return, Cooder, a professional 
musician, held a special Q&A session over Zoom with the class, calling it 
a “highlight” of his career.

subscribe at bigbensentinel.com 

MILWAUKEE — It’s been just a week since Presidio County and City 
Attorney Rod Ponton went internationally viral after logging into a Zoom 
hearing with a kitten filter. Now, the National Bobblehead Hall of Fame and 
Museum says it will release two new bobbleheads to mark the occasion.

The two bobbleheads — announced on Wednesday and available for pre-
order on the group’s website — will show Ponton during two key moments 
of his Zoom kitten mishap. The first will show Ponton as a kitten, staring 
towards the viewer with forlorn eyes. The second will also portray him as a 

kitten, but looking down and to the side awkwardly after learning last week 
that he’d logged into the court hearing with a filter. The bobbling heads will 
be positioned on a mini laptop computer, with the phrase “I’m Not a Cat” 
printed on front.

In a news release, the National Bobblehead Hall of Fame and Museum 
said the bobbleheads would commemorate a “hilarious” and “viral internet 
hit.” At a hearing last week before Local District Court Judge Roy Ferguson, 
Ponton logged into the hearing on his secretary’s computer. A filter popped 
up, replacing his face with that of a fluffy white kitten. 

As his assistant tried to fix the issue and the other lawyers on screen 
smiled wryly, Ponton can be heard saying, “I’m here live. I’m not a cat.” It 
was a one-liner heard around the world, with news outlets as far away as the 
United Kingdom and Hong Kong covering the comical mishap. 

Phil Sklar, co-founder and CEO of the National Bobblehead Hall of Fame 
and Museum, said the bobbleheads would not only remember that amusing 
viral story, but also aimed to bring smiles while people continue to struggle 
through the coronavirus pandemic.

“There’s no better way to honor a fun, viral moment than with a 
bobblehead,” he said. “With so many people working remotely and meeting 
virtually during the coronavirus pandemic, people can relate to snafus, but 
this one takes the cake and will live on for a very long time as a meme and 
now a bobblehead.”

The bobbleheads are only available for pre-order through the National 
Bobblehead Hall of Fame and Museum’s online store. The bobbleheads 
are $25 each or $45 for the set of two plus a flat-rate shipping charge of 
$8 per order. Each bobblehead will be individually numbered and they are 
expected to ship in June.

Ponton to be commemorated with Zoom cat bobbleheads

Image courtesy of Bobblehead Hall of Fame
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OBITUARY

MARFA SHORTHORNS
SPORTS CALENDAR

Bullet Transport 
Services INC.

for all your transportation needs: 
local, international, USA, Mexico, 

Canada
Presidio/Mexico/Canada

229.4427

YOUR AD HERE!
ONLY $10 / WEEK

Contact
ads@bigbendsentinel.com

Raul Lara
City Council Member

Cell# 432-249-1189
councilmemberlara@cityofmarfa.com

Post Offi ce Box 787
432-729-4315 / fax 432-729-3158

Prescription Shop Marfa
A full-service pharmacy. Now 

accepting many insurance plans 
for service while you wait.

105 East Oak Street,
next to Marfa Country Clinic

 432.729.4244 
rxshopmarfa@gmail.com

Celebration Liquor Marfa 

Mon - Thu11:30 am - 9 pm
Fri - Sat 10 am - 9 pm 

729-4682 • Alpine 

Mon - Sat 10 am - 9 pm
432-837-7479 • Marfa

Convenience West BBQ

Friday • Saturday • Sunday
5 pm - 9 pm or till gone

 1411 W San Antonio/Hwy 90

YOUR AD HERE!
ONLY $10 / WEEK

Contact
ads@bigbendsentinel.com

YOUR AD HERE!
ONLY $10 / WEEK

Contact
ads@bigbendsentinel.com

YOUR AD HERE!
ONLY $10 / WEEK

Contact
ads@bigbendsentinel.com

• Thursday, February 18: SOFTBALL Ft. Stockton Tournament, AWAY
• Friday, February 19: GOLF Boys/Girls 9:00 am vs Ft. Stockton, AWAY
• Friday, February 19: SOFTBALL Ft. Stockton Tournament, AWAY
• Saturday, February 20: GOLF Boys/Girls 9:00 am vs Ft. Stockton, AWAY
• Saturday, February 20: SOFTBALL Ft. Stockton Tournament, AWAY

Please note that all games are subject to change due
to positive COVID cases in the school districts.

FEBRUARY Thurs, Feb 18 Fri, Feb 19 Mon, Feb 22 Tues, Feb 23 Wed, Feb 24

BREAKFAST
FRENCH TOAST, 

SAUSAGE
DUTCH WAFFLE, 

BACON
BREAKFAST PIZZA FRENCH TOAST, 

SAUSAGE
EGG, BISCUIT

LUNCH
Menu courtesy of

Celebrating 70+ years of 
serving our customers.

432-729-4375
www.myporters.net

QUESADILLA, CORN, 
BEANS,

SALSA, LETTUCE & 
TOMATO

GARNISH, FRUIT

SLOPPY JOE 
SANDWICH,

BAKED FRIES, BABY 
CARROTS,

FRUIT, COOKIE

MINI CORN DOG, 
TATER TOTS,

GREEN BEANS, 
FRUIT

ASIAN BOWL, EGG 
ROLL, ASIAN RICE, 
FRESH BROCCOLI
FLORETS, FRUIT

CRISPY CHICKEN 
SANDWICH,

OVEN FRIES, 
FRESH VEGGIE

CUP, FRUIT

☺MARFA SCHOOL LUNCH MENU☺

Rawls
Joy Wade Elliott Rawls was 

born to Edith Blaine Elliott and 
Chester Harrison Elliott on June 19, 
1927,  in Ft. Stockton, Texas. She 
was the third of four brothers and 
sisters: Stanley McMillen Elliott, 
deceased; Wilborn Harrison Elliott, 
deceased, and Wilma Henrietta 
Duty of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 
Joy married Jack W. Rawls Jr. in 
1953. “Junie” preceded her in death 
in 1994.

As a child, she lived in the area 
that became the Big Bend National 
Park, at San Vicente. Though poor 
in worldly possessions, the family 
was rich in love. It was here that 
Joy learned her work ethic. Joy 
started school there, then attended 
the Edith McCurdy Mission School 
in Espanola, New Mexico. Joy 
returned to Texas and graduated 
from Alpine High School. After 
working at the Paisano Hotel in 
Marfa for six years, she attended 
Draughn’s Business College in San 
Antonio, graduating in 1952 as an 
executive secretary.

Joy and Junie lived and worked 
on the family ranch until 1981. 
They moved to Casa Piedra and 
she started raising cattle at age 54, 
beginning with 20 heifers, growing 
her herd to 60 head. Joy led a busy 
life, willing to work hard towards 

excellence in all she did. She 
began sewing her own clothes as a 
young woman and was a talented 
seamstress. She loved playing 
bridge and was a member of the 
Ace High Bridge club for about 50 
years. When her children graduated 
from high school, she started 
trapping furs and continued to do 
so for 25 years. She trimmed dogs, 
sold rocks that she had collected on 
the ranch, and raised great calves 
on slim pastures. She stayed busy 
and useful until blindness made her 
stop. Her favorite accomplishments 
were receiving the Top Hand Award 
from the Presidio County Cowboy 
Hall of Fame in 2008, when she was 
81 years old, and participating in 
the filming of the movie: There Will 
Be Blood in 2006, although her role 
in the movie grew more impressive 
each year. By the time she was 90 
years old she seemed to have had 
a starring role and actually carried 
Daniel Day-Lewis in several scenes. 

Joy is survived by her son, Thomas 
Allen Rawls of Casa Piedra, Texas/ 
Augusta, Kansas and Amy Joy 
Britton of Stephenville, Texas. 
Grandchildren:  Aubrey Mullen of 
Ft. Worth; Sarah Duerstine-Calvert 
of Smyrna, Tennessee; Travis 
Britton of San Angelo; Clint Rawls 
of Smyrna, Tennessee; Brandon 
Rawls of Alpine; and Ben Britton 
of Queensland, Australia. Also, five 
great-grandchildren and numerous 
nieces, nephews and cousins. She 
will be remembered as a West Texas 
pioneer of many talents. She was 
both extremely frugal and extremely 
generous. Blindness, dementia and 
fragile bones finally took out one 
extremely tough lady. Let Him lead 
you to those green pastures and to 
rest by the peaceful waters. 

Graveside services only, as she 
requested, are on Monday, Feb. 22, at 
10 a.m., Marfa Cemetery. Services 
entrusted to Alpine Memorial 
Funeral Home.

As severe storms led to power and water outages in some Sul Ross dorms, students relocated to the Pete P. Gallego Center on Monday night, where 
electricity remained on. The school set up video games, cots and hot meals from the university kitchen to accommodate displaced students.

Photo by Robert Greeson

Alexandra Rau, LCSW
Therapy for individuals and couples

www.alexandrarau.com
917.213.7449
alexandra@alexandrarau.com
Highland Avenue, Marfa

contact ads@bigbendsentinel.com for rates

By ABBIE PERRAULT
abbie@bigbendsentinel.com

ALPINE — Students living at the 
Sul Ross State University dorms 
found themselves in the cold and 
darkness on Monday, like millions 
of others across the state of Texas. 
Then, a pipe burst.

As power outages slammed parts 
of Alpine and freezing temperatures 
took hold, a water pipe break 
sent students fleeing to the chilly 
outdoors. At one point, a school 
official confirmed the sprinkler 
system in a dorm went off, though 
the official wasn’t sure for what 
reason.

Students sought refuge and a 
place to lay their heads, and the 
school set up cots and entertainment 
at the Gallego Center, which was 
still connected to power on Monday, 
despite widespread outages on 
campus.

Many of the campus buildings 
were affected with power outages, 
according to Dean Wilkinson, 
the school’s executive director of 
communications. “It’s been a bit of 
a mess. We’re trying to be nimble 
about it.” Hundreds of students 
moved from the residences, but 
Wilkinson was glad that at least the 
Gallego Center had enough square 
footage to hold all that needed a 
place to stay, even with COVID-19 
social distancing in place.

“There was no electricity or hot 
water this morning,” said Sul Ross 
freshman Kasey Bruce on Monday, 
“and someone smoked inside and 
set off the sprinklers,” or so she 
had heard. Bruce had left her dorm 
on Monday evening and decided 
to forego spending the night in the 
gym. “I wasn’t going to stay, I’d 
rather go home and have a nice hot 

meal,” she said.
Bruce was driving from Alpine 

to her hometown of Albuquerque, 
but was low on gas when she set 
off. Pulling over to a Stripes on her 
way through Marfa, she learned the 
pumps were shut off because of the 
power outage. She was out of gas 
and stranded.

While waiting for AAA, the 
freshman student found warmth 
in the Marfa schools cafeteria, 
converted into a warming center for 
all who needed to escape the cold. 
She was trying to avoid sleeping on 
a floor at SRSU, but now was just 

hoping to make it to a hotel in Van 
Horn if she could get the fuel to 
make it there.

Back at the Gallego Center, 
dozens of students were gathered, 
hanging out on cots, listening to 
music and playing video games on 
a few computer screens that the 
school had set up.

Bruce’s pursuit of a hot meal was 
founded, since the cafeteria at SRSU 
had lost power. But by Tuesday, 
electricity there had been restored, 
and Aramark employees were back 
to cooking up hot meals instead of 
just sandwiches. Wilkinson said 
students were being given two full 

meals a day there.
SRSU President Pete Gallego 

assured students in a letter on 
Tuesday that the Gallego Center 
would remain open as long as 
they needed it. Even so, because 
electricity had been off and on, 
classes were moved online for the 
remainder of the week. Residents 
of Lobo Village 1 and 2 were 
allowed back in their rooms to 
retrieve belongings, but will have to 
remain at the Gallego Center until 
the fire system contractor can travel 
from San Antonio to re-certify the 
school’s fire alarms.

Students find solace in the gym as power and 
water outages hit Sul Ross

Kasey Bruce sits at the warming station in Marfa schools’ cafeteria. The college freshman left her dorm at Sul 
Ross after losing power and water, headed for her hometown Albuquerque, but gas pump shut offs stranded her 
in Marfa.

Photo by Maisie Crow
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Classifieds & public notices

MARFA FLU CLINIC 
Monday - Friday, 

4:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Marfa Community Health 
Clinic • 406 S. Summer St.

Insurance accepted and 
$25.00 for cash patients.

Please call for an 
appointment: 432-729-1800

JOB: Part time Receptionist 
for our Marfa Clinic

Applications maybe picked up 
at 406 S. Summer Marfa, TX. 
or call 432-837-4812. Please 

call first before arrival.

HELP WANTED 
Construction help wanted 

for projects in the Tri-County 
area. Please call Jimmy Counts 

at 325-340-0175

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Marfa Parks and Recreation Development Corporation 
will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, February 18, 
2021 at 6:00 p.m. via Zoom to take public comments 
on the proposed capital improvements to Coffield Park, 
including a shade structure and other improvements at the 
playground, in an amount not to exceed $55,000.
The public is invited to attend and participate. 
The Zoom Meeting information for the Public Hearing is:
https://zoom.us/j/93472432282?pwd=NldLSU1McWlkYX
RqU20xTnRxWkVOZz09

Meeting ID: 934 7243 2282

Passcode: 368068

Call-in number: +1 346 248 7799

HELP WANTED

PUBLIC NOTICE

CITY OF MARFA 
PUBLIC WORKS IS 

HIRING:
• Heavy Equipment 

Operator
• Laborer I and II
All positions require 
obtaining a CDL and basic 
Water License within one 
year of hire. (Already 
having a CDL and Water 
License a plus.) Please pick 
up an application at Marfa 
City Hall. 
Thank you, 
Jeff Boyd
Public Works Director

The Brewster County Tourism Council/Visit Big Bend is currently 
accepti ng applicati ons for a full-ti me Administrati ve Assistant!

This positi on will require 40 hours per week in the BCTC offi  ce located in 
Alpine, TX and may include some weekend and holiday work and travel in 
the area. 

The Brewster County Tourism Council is funded by the Brewster County 
Hotel/Motel Occupancy tax. The Brewster County Tourism Council operates 
under the administrati ve directi on of the Brewster County Judge and 

Brewster County Commissioner’s Court. The Brewster County Tourism Council 
Administrati ve Assistant would be an employee of Brewster County and would 
need to understand and abide by the Brewster County Employee Handbook.

The Council is seeking a qualifi ed Administrati ve Assistant to perform duti es 
under the directi on of the Executi ve Director of the Brewster County Tourism 
Council. These duti es include but are not limited to: answering phones, fi ling 
(both digital and paper), maintaining email distributi on lists, general AP/AR, 
invoicing and other duti es as assigned. Skills required include: familiarity with 
QuickBooks, good computer skills, ability to type 45 WPM minimum, good 
people skills, profi ciency in all Microsoft  Offi  ce programs, good phone skills, 
offi  ce organizati on, familiarity with Zoom, fl exible team player. A Tourism/
DMO industry background is preferred and a good knowledge of all areas and 
att racti ons in Brewster County is required. This positi on will begin in February 
2021 with salary based on experience as well as a full Brewster County 
insurance and benefi t package.  

Send a resume with 3 references to: Robert Alvarez, Executi ve Director BCTC, 
PO Box 479, Alpine, TX 79831. Resumes can also be emailed to: Robert@
visitbigbend.com. For a full job descripti on call 432-837-3915 between 9a-5p 
M-F. Resumes will be accepted through March 1, 2021. EOE.

To apply for Lifeline Service, please contact our offi  ce at (432) 364-1000 or 
Lite-Up Texas at 866-454-8387.

THE SENTINEL IS HIRING!
We are looking for folks who want to be part of a team and have 
a good attitude to fill the following positions:
• Barista/Bartender (part-time)
• Line Cook (full-time)
Experience is a plus, happy to train the right candidate.
Please email your resume to brian@bigbendsentinel.com or 
stop by and pick up an application.

THE BIG BEND SENTINEL IS HIRING!
The Big Bend Sentinel and Presidio International 

newspapers are looking for freelance reporters and 
photographers in the tri-county area. If you are 

interested, please email
 editor@bigbendsentinel.com.

20% OFF ALL KID’S, WOMEN’S & MEN’S

SALE! 

O U T W E S T F E E D A N D S U P P LY. C O M

OUTERWEAR
SALE ENDS MON. FEB 21

2600 EAST ,  US-90,  ALP INE ,  TX 79830

HELP WANTED

By ERIN DOUGLAS &
ROSS RAMSEY
The Texas Tribune

TEXAS — Frozen wind turbines 
in Texas caused some conservative 
state politicians to declare Tuesday 
that the state was relying too much 
on renewable energy. But in reality, 
the wind power was expected to 
make up only a fraction of what 
the state had planned for during the 
winter.

The Electric Reliability Council 
of Texas projected that 80% of 
the grid’s winter capacity, or 67 
gigawatts, could be generated by 
natural gas, coal and some nuclear 
power.

An official with the Electric 
Reliability Council of Texas 
said Tuesday afternoon that 16 
gigawatts of renewable energy 
generation, mostly wind generation, 
were offline. Nearly double that, 
30 gigawatts, had been lost from 
thermal sources, which includes 
gas, coal and nuclear energy.

 By Wednesday, those numbers 
had changed as more operators 
struggled to operate in the cold: 45 
gigawatts total were offline, with 
28 gigawatts from thermal sources 
and 18 gigawatts from renewable 
sources, ERCOT officials said.

“Texas is a gas state,” said Michael 
Webber, an energy resources 
professor at the University of Texas 
at Austin.

While Webber said all of Texas’ 
energy sources share blame for 
the power crisis, the natural gas 
industry is most notably producing 
significantly less power than 
normal.

“Gas is failing in the most 
spectacular fashion right now,” 
Webber said.

Dan Woodfin, a senior director 
at ERCOT, echoed that sentiment 
Tuesday.

“It appears that a lot of the 
generation that has gone offline 
today has been primarily due to 
issues on the natural gas system,” 
he said during a Tuesday call with 
reporters.

Still, some have focused their 
blame on wind power.

“This is what happens when you 
force the grid to rely in part on wind 
as a power source,” U.S. Rep. Dan 
Crenshaw, R-Houston, tweeted 
Tuesday afternoon. “When weather 
conditions get bad as they did 
this week, intermittent renewable 
energy like wind isn’t there when 
you need it.”

He went on to note the shutdown 
of a nuclear reactor in Bay City 
because of the cold and finally 
got to what energy experts say is 
the biggest culprit, writing, “Low 
Supply of Natural Gas: ERCOT 
planned on 67GW from natural gas/
coal, but could only get 43GW of it 
online. We didn’t run out of natural 
gas, but we ran out of the ability to 
get natural gas. Pipelines in Texas 
don’t use cold insulation —so 

things were freezing.”
Agriculture Commissioner Sid 

Miller, known for his right-wing 
Facebook posts that have, in the 
past, spread misinformation and 
amplified conspiracy theories, 
also posted an unvarnished view 
of wind energy on Facebook: “We 
should never build another wind 
turbine in Texas.”

In another post, Miller was 
even more forthright, but also 
misleading. “Insult added to injury: 
Those ugly wind turbines out 
there are among the main reasons 
we are experiencing electricity 
blackouts,” he wrote. “Isn’t that 
ironic? ... So much for the unsightly 
and unproductive, energy-robbing 
Obama Monuments. At least they 
show us where idiots live.”

While wind power skeptics 
claimed the week’s freeze means 
wind power can’t be relied upon, 
wind turbines — like natural gas 
plants — can be “winterized,” or 
modified to operate during very low 
temperatures. Experts say that many 
of Texas’ power generators have not 
made those investments necessary 
to prevent disruptions to equipment 
since the state does not regularly 
experience extreme winter storms.

It’s estimated that of the grid’s total 
winter capacity, about 80% of it, or 
67 gigawatts, could be generated by 
natural gas, coal and some nuclear 
power. Only 7% of ERCOT’s 
forecasted winter capacity, or 6 
gigawatts, was expected to come 
from various wind power sources 
across the state.

Production of natural gas in 
the state has plunged due to the 
freezing conditions, making it 
difficult for power plants to get the 
fuel necessary to run the plants. 
Natural gas power plants usually 
don’t have very much fuel storage 
on site, experts said. Instead, the 
plants rely on the constant flow of 
natural gas from pipelines that run 
across the state from areas like 
the oil and natural gas-producing 

Permian Basin in West Texas to 
major demand centers like Houston 
and Dallas.

Gov. Greg Abbott specified that 
fossil fuel sources were contributing 
to the problems with the grid when 
describing the situation Monday 
afternoon.

“The ability of some companies 
that generate the power has been 
frozen. This includes the natural gas 
& coal generators,” he wrote in a 
tweet.

Heather Zichal, CEO of the 
industry group the American Clean 
Power Association, said opponents 
of renewable energy were trying to 
distract from the failures elsewhere 
in the system and slow the 
“transition to a clean energy future.”

“It is disgraceful to see the 
longtime antagonists of clean 
power — who attack it whether 
it is raining, snowing or the sun is 
shining — engaging in a politically 
opportunistic charade, misleading 
Americans to promote an agenda 
that has nothing to do with restoring 
power to Texas communities,” she 
said.

Matthew Watkins contributed 
reporting. 

Disclosure: Facebook and 
University of Texas at Austin 
have been financial supporters of 
The Texas Tribune, a nonprofit, 
nonpartisan news organization that 
is funded in part by donations from 
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