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Monday

By ABBIE PERRAULT
abbie@bigbendsentinel.com

MARFA — A special election will
take place Tuesday, November 2,
2021, with early voting opening this
coming Monday, October 18.

On the ballot are two initiatives
that will pave the way for legalized
horse betting in Presidio County if
passed by voters. The first initiative
will ask voters to legalize “pari-
mutuel wagering on simulcast races
in Presidio County,” and the second
will ask to legalize “pari-mutuel
wagering on horse races in Presidio
County.”

Several amendments to the Texas
Constitution are also on the ballot
this election season. The eight
amendments will consider a wide
variety of topics like allowing
charitable raffles at rodeos or
authorizing counties to finance
development of transportation or
infrastructure in  “unproductive,
underdeveloped or blighted areas.”

Another initiative would prohibit
the state or its political subdivisions
from limiting or preventing
religious services, arising after
COVID-19  restrictions  were
debated for religious gatherings like
church services. Another COVID-
inspired proposition will ask Texans
to decide if residents of certain
facilities should have an established
right to designate an essential
caregiver for in-person visitation.

Other propositions would carve
out various tax exemptions for
spouses of disabled individuals
and for spouses of armed service
members who were killed in
the line of duty. The full list of
propositions is available at www.
co.presidio.tx.us under the Elections
Information tab.

Applications for ballots by mail
should be mailed to Florcita Zubia
at P.O. Box 789, Marfa, TX, 79843,
but must be received by Zubia no
later than the close of business on
October 22, 2021.

Early voting will continue on all
weekdays through October 29, from
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. North county voters
can cast their ballots at the Marfa
Visitor Center/USO Building at 302
South Highland Avenue in Marfa,
while South county voters can go to
the Presidio County Annex Building
at 300 O’Reilly Street in Presidio to
make their vote count.

On November 2, voters have
between 7 am. and 7 p.m. to get
their ballots in at either polling
place.

VOTE
iy

West Texan Media Group, LLC

8 H‘|04879

36235 7

Courtesy of University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History

El Corazon Sagrado de la Iglesia de Jesus (the Sacred Heart of the Church of Jesus) in Ruidosa, Texas was built in 1915.

Ruidosa church open
house celebrates future of
historic structure

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

RUIDOSA — For generations, the crumbling adobe church by the side
of the road in Ruidosa has piqued the curiosity of motorists on the northern
reaches of FM170, better known as the River Road. The structure’s
distinctive center arch offers a clear view through the belly of the building:
to one side, the winding highway and to the other, the towering mountain
ranges along the river in Mexico.

The building, formerly known as El Corazon Sagrado de la Iglesia de
Jesus (Sacred Heart of the Church of Jesus), hasn’t held mass since the
mid-1900s. Passers-by are few in this remote border outpost of 17 people,
but the place leaves an impression.

At the time the church was built in 1915, the town boasted a hundred
residents, a school, three general stores and a post office. The church’s
architecture reflects the town’s ambition: it was a traditional Catholic
Church with two bell towers and an arched vestibule. The only difference
from thousands of other Catholic Churches around the world with this
layout is that this one was built with adobe brick, the region’s indigenous
building material.

According to historian David Keller, as the residents of Ruidosa set out
baking mud bricks, the structure was “arguably the most monumental
religious structure in the lower Big Bend.” The adobe arches are still
believed to be the biggest in Texas.

In 1916, the Elephant Butte Dam finished construction outside of Truth
or Consequences, New Mexico, sealing the town’s fate. The dam was the

(Continued on page 2)

La iglesia de Ruidosa
abre sus puertas en
celebracion de el futuro de
la estructura historica

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

RUIDOSA — Durante generaciones, la iglesia de adobe que se derrumbo
al costado de la carretera en Ruidosa ha despertado la curiosidad de los
automovilistas en los tramos norte de FM 170, mas conocida como el
River Road. El arco central distintivo de la estructura ofrece una vista clara
a través del vientre del edificio: a un lado, la carretera sinuosa y al otro, las
imponentes cadenas montafiosas a lo largo del rio en México.

El edificio, anteriormente conocido como El Corazén Sagrado de la
Iglesia de Jests (Sagrado Corazon de la Iglesia de Jesus), no ha celebrado
misa desde mediados del siglo XX. Los transeuntes son pocos en este
remoto puesto fronterizo de 17 personas, pero el lugar deja una impresion.

Cuando se construyo la iglesia en 1915, la ciudad contaba con un
centenar de residentes, una escuela, tres almacenes generales y una oficina
de correos. La arquitectura de la iglesia refleja la ambicion de la ciudad:
era una iglesia catdlica tradicional con dos campanarios y un vestibulo
arqueado. La unica diferencia con miles de otras iglesias catélicas en todo
el mundo con este disefio es que esta fue construida con ladrillos de adobe,
el material de construccion indigena de la region.

Segun el historiador David Keller, cuando los residentes de Ruidosa se
dispusieron a hornear ladrillos de barro, la estructura era “posiblemente
la estructura religiosa mas monumental en la parte baja de Big Bend”.

(Continua en la pdgina 3)

Facing civil suit, DA Ori
White denies allegations that
he wrongly fired assistant

By ABBIE PERRAULT
abbie@bigbendsentinel.com

83rd DISTRICT — In late August, former First Assistant District Attorney
Jerry Phillips filed a civil lawsuit against District Attorney Ori White — in
his personal and professional capacity — and against Presidio, Brewster,
Jeff Davis and Pecos counties, claiming he was wrongly terminated from
the DA’s office after attempting to report what he believed was improper,
and possibly illegal, conduct within the office.

In newly filed court documents, White has given his first defense against
the claims by Phillips, and three of the counties have made motions to
move the suit out of a Travis County court and into courts within their own
counties.

In the suit, Phillips makes sweeping allegations that he was terminated by
White after whistleblowing, pointing to four incidents that had occurred or
were occurring that he suspected were illegal, and that he’d raised concerns
over, and a fifth incident that he believes was used as an excuse to fire him.

In the first claim in the suit, Phillips alleges Brewster County attorney
Steve Houston pressured the newly sworn-in DA White to take back a
pending felony criminal case against Houston’s grandson after the previous
DA, Sandy Wilson, had turned it over to the Texas Attorney General’s
Office for prosecution. Wilson believed she had a conflict of interest and
was unable to fairly prosecute the grandson, Michael Houston, so she
relinquished the case to the AG. In the suit, Phillips alleged that White and
Houston wanted the case back in local jurisdiction to get a more lenient

(Continued on page 2)

Al enfrentarse a una
demanda civil, el fiscal de
distrito Ori White niega las
acusaciones de que despidio
erroneamente a su asistente

Por ABBIE PERRAULT
abbie@bigbendsentinel.com

DISTRITO 83 — A fines de agosto, el ex fiscal de distrito adjunto Jerry
Phillips present6 una demanda civil contra el fiscal de distrito Ori White,
en su personal y capacidad profesional, y contra los condados de Presidio,
Brewster, Jeff Davis y Pecos, alegando que fue despedido injustamente de
la oficina del fiscal del distrito después de intentar denunciar lo que ¢l creia
que era una conducta inapropiada y posiblemente ilegal dentro de la oficina.

En documentos judiciales recién presentados, White ha dado su primera
defensa contra las afirmaciones de Phillips, y tres de los condados han
presentado mociones para trasladar la demanda de un tribunal del condado
de Travis a los tribunales dentro de sus propios condados.

En la demanda, Phillips hace radicales de acusaciones que fue despedido
por White después de la denuncia de irregularidades, sefialando cuatro
incidentes que habian ocurrido o estaban ocurriendo que sospechaba que
eran ilegales, y sobre los que habia expresado su preocupacion, y un quinto
incidente que ¢l cree que fue utilizado como excusa para despedirlo.

En el primer reclamo de la demanda, Phillips alega que el fiscal del
condado de Brewster, Steve Houston, presionoé al fiscal del distrito recién

(Continua en la pdgina 3)

POR ORDEN DEL CONDADO
DE PRESIDIO ENTRA EN
VIGOR UNA PROHIBICION
SOBRE EL USO DEL FUEGO,
NO SE PUEDE HACER FUEGO
SOBRE LOS TERRENOS

NOTICIAS
BREVES

La
votacion
anticipada
comienza
el lunes

Por ABBIE PERRAULT
abbie@bigbendsentinel.com

MARFA — El martes 2 de
noviembre de 2021 se llevara a cabo
una eleccidn especial, y la votacion
anticipada comienza el proximo
lunes 18 de octubre.

Enlaboletahay dos iniciativas que
allanaran el camino para legalizar
las apuestas de caballos en el
condado de Presidio si los votantes
lo aprueban. La primera iniciativa
pedira a los votantes que legalicen
las “apuestas mutuas en las carreras
de transmision simultanea en el
condado de Presidio”, y la segunda
pedira legalizar las ‘“‘apuestas
mutuas en las carreras de caballos
en el condado de Presidio”.en curso.

Varias enmiendas a la
Constitucion de Texas también
estan en la boleta esta temporada.
Las ocho enmiendas consideraran
una amplia variedad de temas
como permitir rifas caritativas en
rodeos o autorizar a los condados a
financiar el desarrollo de transporte
o infraestructura en  “areas
improductivas, subdesarrolladas o
arruinadas”.

Otra iniciativa prohibiria al estado
o sus subdivisiones politicas limitar
o prevenir los servicios religiosos,
surgida después de que se debatieran
las restricciones del COVID-19
para reuniones religiosas como los
servicios religiosos. Otra propuesta
inspirada por el COVID pedira a los
tejanos que decidan si los residentes
de ciertas instalaciones deben tener
un establecio el derecho de designar
a un cuidador esencial para las
visitas en persona.

Otras propuestas establecerian
varias exenciones fiscales
para los conyuges de personas
discapacitadas y para los conyuges
de miembros del servicio armado
que murieron en el cumplimiento
del deber. La lista completa de
propuestas esta disponible en www.

co.presidio.tx.us en la pestafia
Elections Information.

Las solicitudes para boletas
electorales por correo deben

enviarse por correo a Florcita Zubia
al PO Box 789, Marfa, TX, 79843,
pero deben ser recibidas por Zubia
a mas tardar al cierre del horario
laboral. el 22 de octubre de 2021.

La votacion anticipada continuara
todos los dias de la semana hasta
el 29 de octubre, de 8 am a 5 pm
Los votantes del norte del condado
pueden emitir su voto en Marfa
Visitor Center / USO Building en
302 South Highland Avenue en
Marfa, mientras que los votantes del
sur del condado pueden ir al edificio
anexo del condado de Presidio en
300 O’Reilly Street en Presidio para
hacer que su voto cuente.

El 2 de noviembre, los votantes
tienen entre las 7 am y las 7 pm para
obtener sus boletas en cualquiera de
los lugares de votacion.
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ENGLISH NEWS

Ruidosa church

(Continued from page 1)

first and most dramatic in a series of federal projects to
tame the Rio Grande. Over the next few decades, the
river stopped running seasonally between El Paso and
Presidio, devastating local agriculture.

By 1954, the post office had closed and local
businesses soon followed. The saints and sacraments
were taken from the church, and gradually the building
fell into disrepair. By the turn of the century, the
building was in such rough shape that the Diocese of El
Paso recommended it be torn down.

The Friends of the Ruidosa Church, a nonprofit
organization helmed by Keller, aims to preserve this
unique slice of border history. The Friends will be
hosting an open house on Saturday, October 23.

Though the group has privately been hard at work
repairing the adobe, it’s their first time hosting an
event for the greater public since the church property
was turned over from Presidio County for restoration
and repair in 2019. “It’s a bit of an experiment to see
if people will make the trip,” said Boardmember Clara
Bensen.

Those in high-clearance vehicles with good tires can

take the Pinto Canyon Road route from Marfa, offering
breathtaking views of the Chinati Mountains. Passenger
cars will want to drive to Presidio. From Presidio, head
north on FM 170 — a less direct route, but no less
scenic.

Guests are invited to tour the historic structure, which
will be decked out with an immersive art installation
by Color Condition, a pair of artists from Dallas and
Austin. At noon, Keller will lead an adobe brick-
making workshop, and at 2 p.m. Presidio’s Mariachi
Santa Cruz will perform. Food and refreshments will be
served throughout the event.

Bensen and other board members hope that the
restored structure can serve both as a reminder of the
past and an investment in the community’s future.
“The goal is not to restore the church and let it sit there
empty,” she said. “We want it to be an actively-used
space, despite its remoteness.”

The Friends of the Ruidosa Church invite you to stop
by 11 to 4 p.m. on Saturday, October 23. The church is
located just south of the junction of FM 170 and FM
2810. More detailed directions and information can be
found at their website, ruidosachurch.org.

OBITUARY

Elco S. Aranda, 79, beloved father and grandfather,
was called to his eternal resting place on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 5, 2021.

Visitation was Sunday, October 10, at Santa Teresa
de Jesus in Presidio, Texas, with a rosary to be recited
that evening. Mass was on Monday, October 11, at San-
ta Teresa de Jesus in Presidio, Texas; burial immediate-
ly followed at Desert Hills Cemetery.

Elco entered this world on August 14, 1942, in Oji-
naga, Chihuahua, Mexico; born to Hernando and Fran-
cisca Aranda. He is survived by his son, Elco Aranda
Jr.; daughter Liliana Aranda-Welsh; grandsons Patrick
Welsh and Nathan Welsh; granddaughter Carling Welsh;
son-in-law Joseph Welsh. He is also survived by his
wife, Alicia Aguilar-Aranda and by her sons and daugh-
ters.

Arrangements are entrusted to Alpine Memorial Funeral
Home. If you would like to send your condolences to the
family, you may do so by signing his guestbook at www.
alpinememorialfunerlhome.com.
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DA civil suit

(Continued from page 1)

plea deal.

In an email dated to February 2021 that is included
as an exhibit, Phillips warned White that taking the
case back would “look like you are repaying political
support” from Houston. Despite Phillips’ warnings,
White entered a motion to take back the grandson’s
criminal case — for a second-degree felony aggravated
assault with a deadly weapon — from the AG’s office.
The AG’s office told White they had “already put too
much work into Michael Houston’s case to back out
now, and that she would oppose his motion.” White
withdrew the motion one day before the hearing, ending
the saga.

Phillips alleged that Houston had called White
prior to White’s decision to ask for the case back.
The plaintiff said he told White he believed Houston
may have violated the penal code through attempting
to improperly influence White. Houston, who is not a
defendant in the case, was out of office this week and
unavailable to provide comment for this story.

The first assistant DA documented everything he
remembered from the event and sent it to a friend. “I
was very uncomfortable because I was put in a position
that if I did not take some kind of action, I would
become complicit in wrongdoing,” Phillips swore in an
affidavit submitted in the lawsuit.

Plaintiff Phillips’ second allegation is that a civil
asset forfeiture — where law enforcement can take
property related to a crime — was mishandled. Presidio
County Attorney Rod Ponton and DA Wilson both filed
motions to seize the same $81,000 that law enforcement
had taken when arresting a driver who failed to stop
at a border checkpoint in November. Phillips alleged
Ponton was wrong to file, and that “only the felony
prosecutor of the criminal matter had this authority.”
After White took office and took over Wilson’s filings,
Phillips claimed the new DA told Ponton he would
seize the money and then share it between his office,
Ponton’s office and the Presidio Police.

On the day of the hearing for White and Ponton’s
motions to take the cash, Phillips hastily logged onto
Zoom for the proceedings when he found out that no
one from the DA’s office would be attending. In a
strange twist of events, the proceeding over the civil
asset forfeiture was memorialized in the now famous
“lawyer cat” incident, where Ponton arrived on screen
with a cat-faced digital filter and struggled to remove it.
Ultimately, the court consolidated Ponton and White’s
motions, and gave the money over to White, who shared
it between his office, the Presidio Police and Ponton’s
office. Phillips called it cronyism.

In response to the claim of cronyism in the suit,
Ponton told The Big Bend Sentinel, “The state can be
represented by the district or county attorney,” and that
he had filed for the money because at the time, Wilson
hadn’t yet. A 30-day window was closing and all
$81,000 would go back to the man who’d been arrested
with it unless someone filed a motion to seize it.

Though Ponton is not a defendant in the suit, he
weighed in on the case. “All these childish and wild
allegations of cronyism and stuff like that is BS,”
Ponton said. “There is not anything like that going on
in Ori’s office.”

The third allegation of wrongdoing in the office was
Phillips’claim thatanother DA’s office employee, Leticia
Carrillo, had been forced to resign, which he believed
was on the basis of gender and age discrimination, and
was done without clear explanation to Phillips.

The fourth and final allegation made by Phillips was
that county attorneys within the 83rd District were
“habitually contacting unrepresented defendants who
had been arrested for misdemeanors, and that contact
was prior to the defendants’ first court appearances.”
Before admonishments, county attorneys would offer
plea deals to the defendants. When Phillips brought it
to White’s attention, the DA said that it was legal.

“I had been a professional prosecutor in several other
counties and offices and contacting unrepresented
defendants prior to court was absolutely forbidden
because it was an ethical violation and probably against
the law,” Phillips swore in the affidavit.

“It’s proper, it’s approved, it’s a normal routine
practice to plea bargain minor cases,” Ponton said this
week, agreeing with White. “For him to somehow say
that if I or any other county attorney dismisses a case,
that that somehow constitutes the felony of official
oppression — They’re smoking something too strong
to come up with that theory.”

Phillips planned to contact the Texas Rangers
to investigate the fourth allegation. He wrote a
memorialization of everything that had happened
for his personal file, but accidentally sent it to Judge
Roy Ferguson in May 2021, who forwarded it to
White. White told Phillips via email not to pursue an
investigation with the Rangers.

Phillips believes his firing was because he reported
his belief of wrongdoing in these four incidents to DA
White.

In his timeline of events, Phillips explained another
incident, which he believed became the pretext for his
firing, occurring after he raised issue with the first three
allegations, and right before the fourth allegation came
to pass.

In the course of his work, Phillips came across a case
that he believed was not properly indicted by the grand
jury, because they had marked the case as declined
but then also signed an indictment for it. While details

Staff photo by Maisie Crow

83rd District Attorney Ori White presents Presidio
County Attorney Rod Ponton with a $17,500 check in
April of this year.

of the specific case are not provided in the lawsuit,
Phillips filed to dismiss the case. The court, under Judge
Ferguson, asked whether Phillips had contacted the
case’s complaining witness and then ordered him to do
so. Phillips believed it was beyond the judge’s statutory
authority to ask him to do that, and he decided he would
not comply with the order.

Though Phillips drafted a letter for White to sign and
send to the AG asking for an opinion on the matter,
White declined to send it. Phillips decided he would
allow the judge to charge him for contempt of court,
which would move the case under a different judge so
he could argue it there.

When White called to ask if Phillips had instructed
the office’s victims coordinator not to send the letter
that Judge Ferguson had ordered him to send, he said
yes. White terminated Phillips on May 28.

“Neither friendship nor political alliance should ever
be the basis for a prosecutorial decision,” Phillips said
in a written statement to the press. “It is absolutely
wrong to fire an employee who objects to problematic
official conduct, and/or states an intent to expose such
problematic official conduct.”

“Our work is supposed to be ‘for the people,” never
for the personal gain of others,” Phillips wrote in his
statement. “This lawsuit speaks for itself. ‘The only
thing necessary for evil to triumph is for good men to
do nothing.’ I am a good man, and I refuse to stand by
and ‘do nothing,’” the plaintiff said.

To date, no criminal charges have been filed relating
to the allegations of improper or illegal conduct made
in the civil suit. In this case, Phillips’ attorney Jodi
Cole does not have to prove that any illegal actions
were taken, only that it appeared illegal and that there
was enough activity to prove a good faith concern
that there were activities that White should have been
investigating, and potentially prosecuting. Phillips’
attorney must then make the argument that Phillips’
termination was because he blew the whistle on these
actions.

Phillips claimed he was fired for whistleblowing and
for refusing to commit illegal acts, adding that the firing
breached his employment contract and that the DA had
intentionally inflicted emotional distress on Phillips.

This week, White struck back at the allegations in the
suit. “It’s a piece of litigation which I regard as false,
so we’re just going to fight it,” the DA told The Big
Bend Sentinel. Asked why he believed Phillips had
filed the suit, White said, “He’s not a happy person,”
and declined to comment further on the allegations.

In response to the suit, White filed an answer, saying
that he had acted in good faith both personally and as
DA, and that Phillips had “failed to initiate action under
the requisite grievance or appeal procedures.”

The suit was filed under the Texas Whistleblowers Act,
which says that if an employee is terminated within 90
days of reporting a violation of the law, there’s a legal
presumption that that is what led to the termination. The
Whistleblower Act also requires the suit be filed within
90 days after the violation occurred. Phillips was fired
on May 28, and he filed his suit exactly 90 days later,
on August 26.

The suit was filed in district court in Travis County,
home of'the state capital, since the Texas Whistleblowers
Act allows plaintiffs to file there or in a district court of
the county in which the cause of action arises.

Three of the counties named as defendants in the suit
have filed to request the venue be moved to district
court in the local counties. Brewster, Presidio and Jeff
Davis counties’ attorney Eric Brittain argues that while
the act allows the claim to be filed in Travis County,
another state code on civil cases makes it mandatory for
a suit against a county to be filed in that same county.

However, the local district judge may be a material
witness in the case, and the counties where the cause
of action arose are themselves defendants, which could
cause conflict.

On Wednesday, as The Big Bend Sentinel was going to
press, a number of affidavits from both private citizens
and elected officials were filed in support of the claim
that there would be no fair and impartial trial if the
venue was moved back into district court in Presidio,
Brewster, Jeff Davis or Pecos counties. The Big Bend
Sentinel will continue to follow the story.

Catholic church hosts parade and
fiesta this weekend

PRESIDIO — The Santa Teresa de Jesus Church is
inviting all to attend festivities that begin after Friday,
October 15 6:00pm Mass. There will be delicious food
stands, games, raffles, girls catwalk, music and a talent
show.

On Saturday, October 16, the church will host a
parade with the theme of Saint Joseph, protector of the
Catholic church.

Participants can make a float of the theme, or just
parade with their business logo. The parade begins
at Presidio Elementary School at 10:00am Saturday
and will end at Santa Teresa de Jesus Church, where
festivities will continue with food, games and raffles
throughout the day. The evening will continue with the
girls catwalk, music and a talent show.




NOTICIAS EN ESPANOL

Iglesia de Ruidosa

(Continuacioén de la pagina 1)

Todavia se cree que los arcos de adobe son los mas
grandes de Texas.

En 1916, la presa Elephant Butte termind de
construirse en las afueras de Truth or Consequences,
Nuevo México, sellando el destino de la ciudad. La
presa fue la primera y mas dramatica de una serie de
proyectos federales para domesticar el Rio Bravo.
Durante las siguientes décadas, el rio dejo de correr
estacionalmente entre El Paso y Presidio, devastando
la agricultura local.

En 1954, la oficina de correos habia cerrado y
pronto siguieron los negocios locales. Los santos
y los sacramentos fueron retirados de la iglesia y
gradualmente el edificio se fue deteriorando. Para el
cambio de siglo, el edificio estaba en tan mal estado que
la Didcesis de El Paso recomendo que fuera demolido.

Friends of the Ruidosa Church, una organizacién sin
fines de lucro dirigida por Keller, tiene como objetivo
preservar esta parte unica de la historia de la frontera.
Los Amigos organizan una jornada de puertas abiertas
el sabado 23 de octubre.

Aunque el grupo ha estado trabajando duro en privado
para reparar el adobe, es la primera vez que organiza un
evento para el piblico en general desde que la propiedad
de la iglesia fue entregada al condado de Presidio para
su restauracion. y reparacion en 2019. “Es un poco un

experimento para ver si la gente hard el viaje”, dijo la
miembro de la junta Clara Bensen.

Aquellos en vehiculos de alto espacio libre con
buenos neumaticos pueden tomar la ruta Pinto Canyon
Road desde Marfa, que ofrece impresionantes vistas
de las montafias Chinati. Los automoviles de pasajeros
querran conducir hasta el Presidio. Desde Presidio,
dirfjase hacia el norte por FM 170, una ruta menos
directa, pero no menos pintoresca.

Los visitantes estan invitados a recorrer la estructura
historica, que estara adornada con una instalacion de
arte inmersivo de Color Condition, un par de artistas de
Dallas y Austin. Al mediodia, Keller dirigira un taller de
fabricacion de ladrillos de adobe, ya las 2 pm actuara el
Mariachi Santa Cruz de Presidio. Se serviran alimentos
y refrescos durante todo el evento.

Bensen y otros miembros de la junta esperan que la
estructura restaurada pueda servir como un recordatorio
del pasado y una inversion en el futuro de la comunidad.
“El objetivo no es restaurar la iglesia y dejarla ahi
vacia”, dijo. “Queremos que sea un espacio de uso
activo, a pesar de su lejania”.

Los Amigos de la Iglesia de Ruidosa lo invitan a pasar
de 11 a 4 pm el sabado 23 de octubre. La iglesia esta
ubicada al sur del cruce de FM 170 y FM 2810. Puede
encontrar instrucciones e informacién mas detalladas
en su sitio web, ruidosachurch.org.

OBITUARIO

Aranda

Elco S. Aranda, 79, amado padre y abuelo, fue lla-
mado a su lugar de descanso eterno el martes 5 de oc-
tubre de 2021. La

La visita fue el domingo 10 de octubre en Santa Te-
resa de Jesus en Presidio, Texas, con un rosario que fue
rezado esa tarde. La misa fue el lunes 11 de octubre
en Santa Teresa de Jesus en Presidio, Texas; inmedia-
tamente siguid el entierro en el cementerio de Desert
Hills.

Elco ingres6 a este mundo el 14 de agosto de 1942,
en Ojinaga, Chihuahua, México; hijo de Hernando y
Francisca Aranda. Le sobreviven su hijo, Elco Aranda
Jr.; hija Liliana Aranda-Welsh; los nietos Patrick Welsh
y Nathan Welsh; nieta Carling Welsh; yerno Joseph
Welsh. También le sobreviven su esposa, Alicia Agui-
lar-Aranda y sus hijos e hijas.

Los arreglos se confian a Alpine Memorial Funeral
Home. Si desea enviar sus condolencias a la familia,
puede hacerlo firmando su libro de visitas en www.al-
pinememorialfunerlhome.com.

La iglesia catolica organiza
desfile y fiesta este fin de semana

PRESIDIO — La Iglesia Santa Teresa de Jesus
estd invitando a todos a asistir a las festividades que
comienzan después de la misa de las 6:00 pm el viernes
15 de octubre. Habra puestos de comida deliciosa,
juegos, rifas, pasarela de nifias, musica y un show de
talentos.

El sabado 16 de octubre, la iglesia tendra un desfile
con el tema de San José, protector de la iglesia catolica.

Los participantes pueden hacer una carroza del tema
o simplemente desfilar con el logo de su empresa. El
desfile comienza en la Escuela Elemental de Presidio
a las 10:00am el sabado y terminara en la Iglesia Santa
Teresa de Jesus, donde las festividades continuaran con
comida, juegos y rifas durante todo el dia. La velada
continuara con la pasarela de nifias, musica y un show
de talentos.

2021.

The Presidio County Appraisal District is searching
for anyone interested in serving the taxpayers

of Presidio County as an Appraisal Review

Board Member for a 2-year term (2022-2023).

If interested, please contact the Presidio CAD
office at 107 E. Texas St. (432) 729-3431 or info@
presidiocad.org. Application and Questionnaire

for Appointment are available at the Presidio CAD
or our website presidiocad.org, Applications must
be submitted to the Presidio CAD by November 1,

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Presidio County Appraisal District is seeking
proposals for Bank Financial Depository for 2022-
2023 fiscal years. Any and all interested Financial
Institutions, please submit Depository Collateral
Agreement Proposals to the Presidio CAD office at 107
E. Texas, PO Box 879, Marfa, Texas, (432)729-3431. All
proposals must be received by October 18, 2021. The
Board of Directors of the Presidio CAD reserves the
right to accept or reject any proposal.
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DA demanda civil

(Continuacion de la padgina 1)

juramentado White para que retirara un caso penal
pendiente contra el nieto de Houston después de que el
fiscal anterior, Sandy Wilson, se lo entregase al fiscal
de Texas. Fiscalia General de la Nacion. Wilson creia
que tenia un conflicto de intereses y no pudo procesar
de manera justa al nieto, Michael Houston, por lo
que entrego el caso al fiscal general. En la demanda,
Phillips aleg6 que White y Houston querian que el caso
volviera a la jurisdiccion local para obtener un acuerdo
de culpabilidad mas indulgente.

En un correo electronico con fecha de febrero
de 2021 que se incluye como una prueba, Phillips
advirti6 a White que retirar el caso “pareceria que esta
devolviendo el apoyo politico” de Houston. A pesar de
las advertencias de Phillips, White presentd una mocion
para retirar el caso penal del nieto, por un delito grave
de segundo grado agravado con un arma mortal, de la
oficina del fiscal general. La oficina del fiscal general
le dijo a White que “ya habian trabajado demasiado en
el caso de Michael Houston para echarse atras ahora,
y que ella se opondria a su mocién”. White retir6 la
mocion un dia antes de la audiencia, poniendo fin a la
saga.

Phillips aleg6 que Houston habia llamado a White
antes de la decision de White de solicitar la devolucion
del caso. El demandante dijo que le dijo a White que
creia que Houston pudo haber violado el cddigo penal
al intentar influir indebidamente en White. Houston,
que no es un acusado en el caso, estuvo fuera de su
cargo esta semana y no estuvo disponible para brindar
comentarios sobre esta historia.

El primer asistente de fiscal del distrito documento
todo lo que recordaba del evento y se lo envié a un
amigo. “Me senti muy incomodo porque me pusieron
en una posicion en la que si no tomaba algin tipo de
accion, me convertiria en complice de una infraccion”,
jurd Phillips en una declaracion jurada presentada en la
demanda.

La segunda alegacion del demandante Phillips es que
el decomiso de un activo civil, donde la policia puede
tomar propiedad relacionada con un crimen, fue mal
manejado. El fiscal del condado de Presidio, Rod Ponton
y el fiscal de distrito Wilson, presentaron mociones para
confiscar los mismos $ 81,000 que la policia se habia
llevado al arrestar a un conductor que no se detuvo en
un puesto de control fronterizo en noviembre. Phillips
alegd que Ponton se equivoco al presentar la denuncia
y que “solo el fiscal de delitos graves del asunto penal
tenia esta autoridad”. Después de que White asumio el
cargo y se hizo cargo de las presentaciones de Wilson,
Phillips afirmé que el nuevo fiscal del distrito le dijo a
Ponton que confiscar el dinero y luego lo compartiria
entre su oficina, la oficina de Ponton y la Policia de
Presidio.

El dia de la audiencia de las mociones de White
y Ponton para tomar el efectivo, Phillips se apresurd
a conectarse a Zoom para el procedimiento cuando
descubri6 que nadie de la oficina del fiscal del distrito
asistird. En un extrafio giro de los acontecimientos, el
procedimiento sobre el decomiso de activos civiles fue
conmemorado en el ahora famoso incidente del “gato
abogado”, donde Ponton llegd a la pantalla con un filtro
digital con cara de gato y luchd por quitarlo. Finalmente,
el tribunal consolidé las mociones de Ponton y White y
entreg6 el dinero a White, quien lo compartié entre su
oficina, la policia de Presidio y la oficina de Ponton.
Phillips lo llamé amiguismo.

En respuesta al reclamo de amiguismo en la demanda,
Ponton le dijo a The Big Bend Sentinel: “El estado puede
ser representado por el fiscal del distrito o del condado”,
y que habia solicitado el dinero porque en ese momento
Wilson atn no lo habia hecho. Se estaba cerrando una
ventana de 30 dias y todos los $81,000 regresaran al
hombre que habia sido arrestado con él a menos que
alguien presentara una mocidn para confiscar.

Aunque Ponton no es un acusado en la demanda,
intervino en el caso. “Todas estas acusaciones infantiles
y salvajes de amiguismo y cosas asi son una tonteria”,
dijo Ponton. “No hay nada de eso sucediendo en la
oficina de Ori”.

La tercera acusacion de irregularidades en la oficina
fue la afirmacién de Phillips de que la empleada de
la oficina del fiscal de distrito, Leticia Carrillo, habia
sido obligada a renunciar, lo que ¢l creia que se basaba
en discriminacion de género y edad, y se hizo sin una
explicacion clara a Phillips.

La cuarta y tltima alegacion hecha por Phillips fue
que los abogados del condado dentro del Distrito 83
estaban “contactando habitualmente a acusados no
representados que habian sido arrestados por delitos
menores, y ese contacto fue antes de las primeras
comparecencias de los acusados ante el tribunal”.
Antes de las amonestaciones, los abogados del condado
ofrecerian acuerdos de declaracion de culpabilidad a los
acusados. Cuando Phillips llamo la atencion de White,
el fiscal del distrito dijo que era legal.

“Habia sido fiscal profesional en varios otros condados
y oficinas y contactar a los acusados no representados
antes de la corte estaba absolutamente prohibido porque
era una violacion ética y probablemente contra la ley”,
juro Phillips en la declaracion jurada.

“Es apropiado, esta aprobado, es una practica de
rutina normal negociar casos menores”, dijo Ponton
esta semana, coincidiendo con White. “Que ¢l diga
de alguna manera que si yo o cualquier otro fiscal del
condado desestimamos un caso, eso de alguna manera
constituye un delito grave de opresion oficial: estan
fumando algo demasiado fuerte para pensar en esa
teoria”.

Phillips planeaba contactar a los Texas Rangers para
investigar la cuarta acusacion. Escribio una memoria de

todo lo que habia sucedido para su archivo personal,
pero accidentalmente se la envid al juez Roy Ferguson
en mayo de 2021, quien se la remitio a White. White le
dijo a Phillips por correo electronico que no llevara a
cabo una investigacion con los Rangers.

Phillips cree que su despido se debid a que denuncid
su creencia de haber actuado mal en estos cuatro
incidentes a DA White.

En su cronologia de eventos, Phillips explicd otro
incidente, que creia que se convirtid en el pretexto
para su despido, que ocurrié después de que planted
el problema con las tres primeras acusaciones, y justo
antes de que se cumpliera la cuarta.

En el transcurso de su trabajo, Phillips se encontrd con
un caso que creia que el gran jurado no habia acusado
debidamente, porque habian marcado el caso como
rechazado pero luego también firmaron una acusacion
formal. Si bien los detalles del caso especifico no se
proporcionan en la demanda, Phillips presentd una
solicitud para desestimar el caso. La la corte, bajo
el juez Ferguson, se le preguntd si habia puesto en
contacto Phillips testigo de una queja del caso y luego
le ordend hacerlo. Phillips creia que estaba mas alla de
la autoridad legal del juez pedirle que hiciera eso, y
decidié que no cumpliria con la orden.

Aunque Phillips redactd una carta para que White
la firmara y la enviara al fiscal general pidiendo una
opinion sobre el asunto, White se negd a enviarla.
Phillips decidié que permitiria que el juez lo acusara de
desacato al tribunal, lo que traslado el caso a otro juez
para que pudiera argumentarse alli.

Cuando White llamo para preguntar si Phillips habia
instruido al coordinador de victimas de la oficina que no
enviara la carta que el juez Ferguson le habia ordenado
que enviard, dijo que si. White despidio a Phillips el 28
de mayo.

“Ni la amistad ni la alianza politica deberian ser la base
de una decision fiscal”, dijo Phillips en un comunicado
de prensa por escrito. “Es absolutamente incorrecto
despedir a un empleado que se opone a una conducta
oficial problematica y / o manifiesta la intencion de
exponer dicha conducta oficial problematica”.

“Se supone que nuestro trabajo es ‘para la gente’,
nunca para el beneficio personal de otros”, escribio
Phillips en su declaracion. “Esta demanda habla por
si sola. “Lo unico necesario para que el mal triunfe es
que los hombres buenos no hagan nada”. Soy un buen
hombre y me niego a quedarme al margen y ‘no hacer
nada’ ”, dijo el demandante.

Hasta la fecha, no se han presentado cargos penales
relacionados con las acusaciones de conducta indebida
o ilegal realizadas en la demanda civil. En este caso,
la abogada de Phillips, Jodi Cole, no tiene que probar
que se tomaron acciones ilegales, solo que parecia
ilegal y que hubo suficiente actividad para demostrar
una preocupacion de buena fe de que habia actividades
que White deberia haber estado investigando, y
potencialmente procesando. El abogado de Phillips
debe entonces argumentar que el despido de Phillips se
debid a que denuncid estas acciones.

Phillips afirm6 que fue despedido por denunciar
irregularidades y por negarse a cometer actos ilegales, y
agreg6 que el despido viold su contrato de trabajo y que
el fiscal del distrito habia infligido intencionalmente
angustia emocional a Phillips.

Esta semana, White contraataco las acusaciones en
la demanda. “Es un litigio que considero falso, asi que
vamos a luchar”, dijo el fiscal de distrito a The Big
Bend Sentinel. Cuando se le pregunto por qué creia que
Phillips habia presentado la demanda, White dijo: “No
es una persona feliz”, y se negd a comentar mas sobre
las acusaciones.

En respuesta a la demanda, White present6 una
respuesta, diciendo que habia actuado de buena fe
tanto personalmente como como fiscal del distrito,
y que Phillips no habia “iniciado acciones bajo los
procedimientos de apelacion o agravio requeridos”.

La demanda fue presentada bajo la Ley de
Denunciantes de Texas, que dice que si un empleado
es despedido dentro de los 90 dias de reportar una
violacion de la ley, existe una presuncion legal de que
eso fue lo que llevo al despido. La Ley de denuncia de
irregularidades también requiere que la demanda se
presente dentro de los 90 dias posteriores a la ocurrencia
de la infraccion. Phillips fue despedido el 28 de mayo
y presentd su demanda exactamente 90 dias después, el
26 de agosto.

La demanda se presento en el tribunal de distrito del
condado de Travis, sede de la capital del estado, ya
que la Ley de denunciantes de Texas permite que los
demandantes presenten la denuncia alli o en un tribunal
de distrito del condado en el que surge la causa de la
accion.

Tres de los condados nombrados como acusados en la
demanda han presentado una solicitud para solicitar que
el lugar se traslade a la corte de distrito en los condados
locales. El abogado de los condados de Brewster,
Presidio y Jeff Davis, Eric Brittain, sostiene que si
bien la ley permite que se presente la reclamacion en
el condado de Travis, otro codigo estatal sobre casos
civiles obliga a presentar una demanda contra un
condado en ese mismo condado.

Sin embargo, el juez de distrito local puede ser un
testigo material en el caso, y los condados donde surgio
la causa de la accion son ellos mismos acusados, 1o que
podria causar un conflicto.

El miércoles, cuando The Big Bend Sentinel se iba a
imprimir, se presentaron varias declaraciones juradas de
ciudadanos privados y funcionarios electos en apoyo de
la afirmacion de que no habria un juicio justo e imparcial
si el lugar se trasladaba de nuevo al tribunal de distrito
en Condados de Presidio, Brewster, Jeff Davis o Pecos.

EMAIL ADS@BIGBENDSENTINEL.COM FOR ADVERTISING RATES
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CLASSIFIED & SPORTS
Lady Devils sweep

Alpine’s Lady Bucks Available jobs: Dental Hygienist, WANTED

FAR WEST TEXAS — On Saturday, October 9, the Lady Devils started Dental Assistant, Pharmacy Clerk Looking for a deer lease for 2021 season in Presidio,
their second round of district games with another victory over the Alpine Applications may be picked up at Jeff Davis or Brewster County
g Ty p 1501 N. Erma, Presidio, TX or call 432-837-4812.

Lodging not necessary, but preferred.

Please call before arrival.
Presidio County Medical Clinic ® 1501 N. Erma Ave Call Frank 210-854-9586

Bucks. They defeated the Alpine team in three sets, and the scores were
25-12, 25-18 and 25-8.
The Lady Devils traveled to Kermit on Tuesday, October 12, and they
also defeated them in three sets. The scores were 25-18, 25-23 and 25-11.
The last home game of the season will be on Friday, October 15, and it
will be Senior Night for the Lady Devils. The games will start with the JV
team at 5 p.m. and varsity at 6:30 p.m. Come support our Lady Devils!

Notice of Public Hearings on Zoning Issues
for the City of Presidio

The City of Presidio will be holding Public Hearings on Zoning
Changes from Commercial only to a new designation called
Combination Commercial — Residential Zones. The City will
address the new zoning change by Block in various sub-divisions
throughout Presidio as the need arises.

This is zoning issue has been ongoing since US 67 was built in

We Request the Pleasure of Your Company 1991 thru existing residential neighborhoods and the Zoning

at the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony and was changed to Commercial only that has created zoning
Grand Opening of the hardships for the residents living there to be issued a building

permit for residential use or improvements.
PCHS Pharmacy and the

introduction of our The City will follow the process set out for type General Law

. A in the Texas Municipal Code Section 211.006. PROCEDURES
Pharmacist, Andrea Perez GOVERNING ADOPTION OF ZONING REGULATIONS AND
DISTRICT BOUNDARIES.... A regulation or boundary is not
effective until after a public hearing on the matter at which
parties in interest and citizens have an opportunity to be heard.

-ph(l)o courtesy of Date: October 22,2021 THEREFORE THE CITY OF PRESIDIO CITY COUNCIL WILL
Friday is Senior Night for the Lady Devils. Time: 3:00 - 5:00 CONDUCT PUBLIC HEARINGS ON BLOCK ZONING CHANGES
Pictured, left to right: Seniors Ivy Aguilar, Jasmin Sotelo, Alexa Baeza, Location: Presidio County Medical Clinic AND ZONING VARIANCES STARTING AT 5:45 PM, MONDAY,
Alondra Proariio, Judith Bustamante, Nathalia Montemayor and Ysel 1501 N. Erma. Presidio. TX OCTOBER 18, 2021 PRIOR TO THE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL
Castro. Front Row: Head Coach Eduardo Proaiio : ' '

MEETING AT THE PRESIDIO ACTIVITY CENTER, 1200 E
O’RIELLY STREET
IN PRESIDIO, TEXAS.

Refreshments Will Be Served

EMAIL ADS@BIGBENDSENTINEL COM FOR 404 own property I the following Sub Diisions Blockare
ADVERTISING RATES meeting; everyone is welcome and encouragéd to attend and be
heard.

Harper Belleaire Addition, Block 9

Bellevue Addition, Block 18

Public Notice Hardware . Fort Lgﬁ';c:: :fd;‘lic:rll,ll?block 5

The Presidio County Appraisal District is seeking proposals for

Financial Auditor for year ending December 2021. Any and all For further information call the Presidio City
proposals to be submitted to the Presidio CAD office at 107 E. Secretary at (432) 229-2201
Texas, P O Box 879, Marfa, Texas, (432)729-3431. u ESt 19 2 9 y ( )

All proposals must be received by October 21, 2021. The Board From AC Repair Parts to Plumbing.
of Directors of the Presidio CAD reserves the right to accept or For all of your Commercial and

reject any proposal. Residential needs.

701 O’Riley St.

e OBDD
DY COSIET%ERI\EENCE ... Presidio, TX 798?/
el e bt~ e e R Y 432-229-3256 4~ FAST FIBER
soda, water, juice e ice ¢ lottery @ﬁ'ﬁﬁé | N T E R N E T
104 O’Reilly @ the Y 206 E O'Reilly St. S
229.4488 4329 55952;2,‘8' TX 79845 50/50M + Wi-Fi
-229-5000 » www.fdsb.com Free installation

& PRESIDIO SPORTS &
CALENDAR

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14:
PHS & LRFMS Cross Country Boys/Girls at Tornillo District Meet
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 15:

PHS Volleyball vs Anthony District Game at Presidio No Ph
9TH at 4:30 p.m. JV at 5:30 p.m. V at 6:30 p.m. + Same fast speeds for upload/download. o ione
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16: T — Requ red
PHS Band at Socorro ISD in EIl Paso DRSNS SRR eREEn :
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 19: + Best for streaming movies, smart doorbells,
PHS Volleyball at Tornillo security cameras and more.
9th @ 5:00 p.m. JV @ 5:00 p.m. Var @ 6:30 p.m.
Call today!
All Citizens and Businesses of Presidio are invited to A
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS participate in the upcoming Santa Teresa de Jesus 800.592.4781 BBT /
Presidio County Health Services, Inc. Catholic Church parade. Participants can make a float of www.bigbend.com o
1605 North Fort DaViS nghwayr SUite B the theme or jUSt parade Wlth the bUSineSS IOgO. After the Offer good for a limited time and may expire without notice. Service availability and internet speeds
A|pine’ Texas 79830 parade, there W|” be a ﬁesta beh|nd the Church_ g‘a;ri:c?:';r.}iartli:zl‘;::lieds;;?lzlard installation with a 24-month agreement. Some restrictions apply.
Separate sealed BIDS for the Renovation and Minor Alteration of THEME: St Joseph, Protector of the Catholic Church
3,800 S.F. of Outpatient Medical Clinic space in an existing building WHEN: Saturday October 16, 2021 at 10:00am
located gt_ 1707 North 4th Street in Alpine, Texas will be; (ecelyed WHERE: Parade starts at Presidio Elementary School
by Presidio County Health Services, Inc. at the Administrative : o
Offices of PCHS, Inc. until 3:00 PM, Central Daylight Savings Time, and ends at Santa Teresa de Jesus Catholic Church. In'ernailonal
October 19, 2021, and then at said office publicly opened and . - .
read aloud. Todos los ciudadanos y empresas de Presidio estan
invitados a participar en el proximo desfile de la Iglesia ©\
The CONTRACT DOCUMENTS may be examined at the following Catdlica Santa Teresa de Jesus. Los participantes Maisi; Ct))rc;w Edié?r-ri]n-Chief
7 . . ax Kaba ublisher
ITohcatlonsé d Architect. PLLC pueden hacer una carroza del tema o simplemente Abbie Perrault Managing Editor
omas Greenwood Architect, . . . . . Sam Karas Reporter
305 South Cockrell Street desfilar corr: (erlpg;)tlp}ci) dfl ge?rgcmc)j. I?esi,plueis del desfile, Arle Gontles gg% Egr"/o/&dvemsmg
ﬁglzr;§§1;6)9(351;9830-6403 abra una fiesta detras de la igiesia. Mary Etherington Office Manager
- Maria Salgad Distributi
TEMA: San José, Protector de la Iglesia Catolica Toamng_s Salgado _ D;:t:;bﬂt;gg
and CUANDO: Sabado 16 de octubre de 2021 a las 10:00am Francisco Florevillar Dstrbuton
DONDE: El desfile comienza en la Escuela Primaria
Presidio County Health Services, Inc. Presidio y termina en la Iglesia Catdlica Office: 209 1/2 W. El Paso St., Marfa, Texas
1605 North Fort Davis Highway, Suite B y gles! Mail: PO Box P, Marfa, TX 79843
Alpine, Texas 79830 Santa Teresa de Jesus. Telephone: 432.729.4342
) Email: editor@bigbendsentinel.com
(432)837-4812 For more information call. Adve\r/tvlvsvlvr\]/gpr:salsgg;ﬂ?::t?jr?:lt::tlcom
Electronic copies of the CONTRACT DOCUMENTS may be obtained Para mas informacion llame Sandra Valdez o . I .
by contacting the office of Thomas Greenwood Architect, PLLC Tel. 308-730-2389 Zh;e::%?wegt%aa?&%igS(;Prgu%??_Eg,z)nlrsaaueelEh&(;r\?;e,eTk%gggﬁﬁﬁ’si%élcr:z?
located at 305 South Cockrell Street, Alpine, Texas, 79830-6403, ) tion rates are $50 in Presidio, Brewster & Jeff Davis counties, and $60 elsewhere in
(432)837-9419 Thank you. GraCIGS! Texas and the United States. Special rates apply abroad. Periodicals class postage paid
at Marfa, Texas 79843. Postmaster: Send address changes to Box P, Marfa, TX 79843.




