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BURN BAN IN
EFFECT, NO
GROUND FIRES

by order of Presidio County

Rogelio
Zubia
resigns

from city

council, city
continues
water
workshop
series

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO Presidio City
Council Mayor Pro Tempore
Rogelio Zubia resigned from his
position at this week’s city council
meeting. “I want to express the
immense pleasure to be able to
serve the community of Presidio
in the capacity of Presidio City
Council member,” he wrote in a
letter addressed to Mayor John
Ferguson.

“I hate to see him go,” said
Councilmember Nancy Arevalo.
“Such a wonderful person to work
with.”

Mayor Ferguson also sang
Zubia’s praises, with a nod to his
contributions to the community as
the principal of Lucy Rede Franco
Middle School. “I’ve known him
ever since I came to Presidio 34
years ago,” he said. “He’s a good
man and we appreciate his service.”

“This is my second term, and it’s
always good to give other people
a chance,” Zubia told The Presidio
International. “I had to be absent for
a few meetings, and I thought the
most honest thing to do is to resign.”

Councilmember Irvin  Olivas
stepped up to fill Zubia’s role as
mayor pro tempore. The mayor
pro tempore fills in for the mayor
when the mayor is absent from city
proceedings. Olivas will serve the
city in that capacity until May 2022.

After Monday’s regular meeting,
the city continued its series of
workshops designed to address
public concerns about Presidio’s
water and sewer utilities. A major
concern is raising water rates in
a way that will help balance the
city’s budget without hurting older
Presidio residents on fixed incomes.
“We are well below anything else
in the area,” Presidio EMS Director
Malynda Richardson said of the
city’s water rates.

The last time the city raised its
water rates was approximately a
year ago, and the city did not have
sufficient revenue from property
taxes to cover its operational
expenses — including maintenance
on the city’s utility systems. “We
are in crisis management mode,”
she said.

The city has taken steps to
overhaul its antiquated work order
system, with measures to improve
communication with customers
and to track the status of individual
projects. The council will convene
for another workshop on December
6, allowing more time for members
to conduct outreach and research on
Presidio residents’ water needs.

“It’s frustrating and it takes
patience — government moves
slow,” Councilmember Olivas

reminded everyone present.

(Continued on page 2)

West Texan Media Group, LLC

“04879

36235

Judge recommends lower
payout or new trial over
damages in Sanchez’s case
against Presidio County,
treasurer

By ABBIE PERRAULT
abbie@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO COUNTY — U.S. Magistrate Judge David Fannin has
recommended that Katie Sanchez, the former director of the county’s
Office of Management and Budget, can either face a new trial to reconsider
the payouts for compensatory and punitive damages, or accept a smaller
damages package devised by Fannin. He also denied nearly all of the
county and Garcia’s post-trial motions in the same document.

Earlier this summer, a jury found that Presidio County and its treasurer
Frances Garcia had retaliated against Sanchez, a former county employee,
after she ran for office against Garcia in 2018.

Initially, the jury had given a verdict that the county and Garcia should
pay $1 million in compensatory damages and another $1 million in punitive
damages, but in recommendations made this month by Fannin, the judge
wrote he believed “the amounts awarded by the jury as to compensatory
damages as well as to punitive damages are excessive.”

The court has the power to recommend a decrease in the jury’s verdict,
offering Sanchez the choice between a lower “remittitur” amount or a
new trial on the subject of damages. While Presidio County had not asked
for a reconsideration, Fannin went ahead, lowering the compensatory
damages amount from $1 million to $365,362.03, citing case precedents
and calculations that include factors like emotional distress, inflation and
economic harm.

He also dropped the punitive damages from $1 million down to $5,000.
Fannin said that for Garcia, the jury award of punitive damages beyond
$5,000 was “excessive in proportion to the evidence provided.”

In a motion to the courts, which Fannin had considered, Garcia had said
that even if malice was proven, the damages assigned to her of $500,000

were “grossly excessive.”
g Y (Continued on page 2)

El juez recomienda
Un pago menor o un
nuevo juicio por danos y
perjuicios en el caso de
Sdanchez contra el condado
de Presidio, tesorero

Por ABBIE PERRAULT
abbie@bigbendsentinel.com

CONDADO DE PRESIDIO — El juez magistrado estadounidense David
Fannin a recomendado que Katie Sanchez, exdirectora de la Oficina de
Administracion y Presupuesto del condado , puede enfrentar un nuevo
juicio para reconsiderar los pagos por dafios compensatorios y punitivos,
o aceptar un paquete de dafios mas pequefio ideado por Fannin. También
neg6 casi todas las mociones posteriores al juicio del condado y de Garcia
en el mismo documento.

A principios de este verano, un jurado determind que el condado de
Presidio y su tesorera Frances Garcia habian tomado represalias contra
Sanchez, una ex empleada del condado, después de que ella se postuld para
el cargo contra Garcia en 2018.

Inicialmente, el jurado habia emitido un veredicto de que el condado y
Garcia deberian pagar $ 1 millon en dafios compensatorios y otro $ 1 millon
en dafios punitivos, pero en las recomendaciones hechas este mes por
Fannin, el juez escribi6 que creia que “los montos otorgados por el jurado
tanto en dafios compensatorios como en dafios punitivos son excesivos”.

El tribunal tiene el poder de recomendar una disminucion en el veredicto
del jurado, ofreciendo a Sanchez la opcion entre un monto menor de
“remitente” o un nuevo juicio por el tema de dafios. Si bien el condado
de Presidio no habia pedido una reconsideracion, Fannin sigui6 adelante y
redujo la cantidad de dafios compensatorios de $ 1 millon a $ 365,362.03,
citando precedentes de casos y calculos que incluyen factores como
angustia emocional, inflaciéon y dafio econémico.

También redujo los dafios punitivos de $ 1 millén a $ 5,000. Fannin

(Continua en la pdgina 3)

Presidio County’s
candidate filing period:

Open positions and how to
run for local office

By MARY CANTRELL
mkcantrell@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO COUNTY — For those wishing to occupy public office, it’s
time to apply to appear on the local ballot for the primary elections on
March 1, 2022.

Positions up for election in Presidio County include County Judge,
District/County Clerk, County Treasurer, County Commissioner Precinct
2, County Commissioner Precinct 4, Justice of the Peace Precinct 1 and
Justice of the Peace Precinct 2. The open filing period lasts from November
13 to December 13, 2021.

To apply, candidates must go through Republican County Chair Dan
Dunlap or Democratic County Chair Clark Childers. Candidates can either
pay for entry on the ballot — fees range depending on the position from
$375 to $1,250 — or receive a certain number of signatures. Signatures
needed are 2% of people that voted in the 2018 general election, or around
34 signatures. County Clerk Florcita Zubia, who took office this past June
after Virginia Pallarez retired, is up for election. She said she plans to get
around 50 to 60 signatures in the event not all who signed are qualified as
registered voters in the county.

(Continued on page 2)

Periodo de presentacion de
candidatos del condado de
Presidio: puestos y como
postularse para un
cargo local

Por MARY CANTRELL
mkcantrell@bigbendsentinel.com

CONDADO DE PRESIDIO — Para aquellos que deseen ocupar un cargo
publico, es hora de presentar una solicitud para aparecer en la boleta local
para las elecciones primarias del 1 de marzo de 2022.

Los cargos disponibles para las elecciones en el condado de Presidio
incluyen juez del condado, secretario de distrito / condado, tesorero del
condado , Comisionado del Condado del Precinto 2, Comisionado del
Condado del Precinto 4,Juez de Paz del Precinto 1 y Juez de Paz del
Precinto 2. El periodo de presentacion abierta va del 13 de noviembre al 13
de diciembre de 2021.

Para solicitar, los candidatos deben pasar por el Condado Republicano
Presidente Dan Dunlap o Presidente del Condado Democrata Clark
Childers. Los candidatos pueden pagar la entrada en la boleta electoral (las
tarifas varian segln el puesto entre $ 375 y $ 1,250) o recibir una cierta
cantidad de firmas. Las firmas necesarias son el 2% de las personas que
votaron en las elecciones generales de 2018, o alrededor de 34 firmas. La
secretaria del condado Florcita Zubia, quien asumio el cargo en junio pasado

(Continua en la pagina 3)

County approves new
precinct boundaries

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO COUNTY — Presidio County commissioners Buddy Knight,
Jose Cabezuela and Brenda Bentley voted Monday to approve slight
changes to boundaries that will shift a few county residents’ representation
in commissioners court. Commissioner Eloy Aranda and Judge Cinderela
Guevara were absent from the proceedings. The changes follow the late
release of the 2020 Federal Census count, which reported an overall
population decline in Presidio County.

All Texas counties are split up by population into four commissioner
precincts that must be roughly equal in population, so their lines shift with
each new federal census count. The commissioners court votes on county-
level matters like taxes and roads. Those boundaries also affect electoral
precincts, which are smaller than commissioner precincts and determine
where individual voters can vote.

According to the new census, the largest underrepresentation in Presidio
County is in Precinct 3, represented by Commissioner Eloy Aranda.
The commissioners’ challenge was to shift constituents in Knight’s
overrepresented Precinct 4, but there wasn’t a straightforward way to do
that because the two precincts overlap in the rugged and remote Sierra
Vieja range in northwestern Presidio County. They decided to shift some of
Knight’s constituents to Precinct 1, represented by Bentley, who could then
give up a few of her blocks in northeastern Presidio to precincts 2 and 3.

In Marfa, those living south of Waco Street in central Marfa and west of
Edinburgh Street south of Highway 90 will now be considered Precinct 1

(Continued on page 2)

El condado aprueba nuevos
limites de precinto

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

CONDADO DE PRESIDIO — Los comisionados del condado de Presidio,
Buddy Knight, José Cabezuela y Brenda Bentley votaron el lunes para
aprobar pequefios cambios en los limites que cambiaran la representacion de
algunos residentes del condado en la corte de comisionados. El comisionado
Eloy Aranda y la jueza Cinderela Guevara estuvieron ausentes del proceso.
Los cambios siguen a la publicacion tardia del recuento del censo federal de
2020, que informé una disminucion general de la poblacion en el condado
de Presidio.

Todos los condados de Texas estan divididos por poblacion en cuatro
precintos de comisionados que deben ser aproximadamente iguales en
poblacidn, por lo que sus lineas cambian con cada nuevo recuento del censo
federal. El tribunal de comisionados vota sobre asuntos a nivel de condado
como impuestos y carreteras. Esos limites también afectan los distritos
electorales, que son mas pequefios que los distritos de los comisionados y
determinan donde pueden votar los votantes individuales.

Segun el nuevo censo, la subrepresentacion mas grande en el condado
de Presidio se encuentra en el Precinto 3, representada por el comisionado
Eloy Aranda. El desafio de los comisionados era cambiar los electores en el
precinto 4 sobrerrepresentado de Knight, pero no habia una manera sencilla
de hacerlo porque los dos recintos se superponen en la escarpada y remota
Sierra Vieja en el noroeste del condado de Presidio. Decidieron trasladar
algunos de los electores de Knight al Precinto 1, representado por Bentley,
quien luego podria ceder algunas de sus cuadras en el noreste de Presidio a

(Continuda en la pdgina 3)

POR ORDEN DEL CONDADO
DE PRESIDIO ENTRA EN
VIGOR UNA PROHIBICION
SOBRE EL USO DEL FUEGO,
NO SE PUEDE HACER FUEGO
SOBRE LOS TERRENOS

Rogelio
Zubia
renuncia
al concejo
municipal,
la ciudad
continua con
la serie de
talleres sobre
el agua

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — El alcalde Pro
Tempore del Concejo Municipal de
Presidio Rogelio Zubia renuncid a
su cargo en la reunién del Concejo
Municipal de esta semana. “Quiero
expresar el inmenso placer de poder
servir a la comunidad de Presidio
en calidad de miembro del Concejo
Municipal de Presidio”, escribio en
una carta dirigida al alcalde John
Ferguson.

“Odio verlo irse”, dijo la concejal
ancy Arévalo. “Es una persona
maravillosa para trabajar”.

El alcalde Ferguson también
elogid a Zubia, con un guifio a sus
contribuciones a lacomunidad como
director de la escuela secundaria
Lucy Rede Franco. “Lo conozco
desde que llegué a Presidio hace 34
afios”, dijo. “Es un buen hombre y
apreciamos su servicio”.

“Este es mi segundo mandato
y siempre es bueno darles una
oportunidad a otras personas”, dijo
Zubia a The Presidio International.
“Tuve que ausentarme por algunas
reuniones y pensé que lo mas
honesto que podia hacer era
renunciar”.

El concejal Irvin Olivas ocupo el
puesto de Zubia como alcalde pro
tempore. El alcalde pro tempore
reemplaza al alcalde cuando
el alcalde esta ausente de los
procedimientos de la ciudad. Olivas
prestara servicios a la ciudad en esa
capacidad hasta mayo de 2022.

Después de la reunion regular
del lunes, la ciudad continu6é con
su serie de talleres disefiados para
abordar las preocupaciones del
publico sobre los servicios publicos
de agua y alcantarillado de Presidio.
Una preocupacion importante es
aumentar las tarifas del agua de
una manera que ayude a equilibrar
el presupuesto de la ciudad sin
perjudicar a los residentes mayores
de Presidio con ingresos fijos.
“Estamos muy por debajo de
cualquier otra cosa en el area”, dijo
Malynda Richardson, directora de
Presidio EMS, sobre las tarifas de
agua de la ciudad.

La ultima vez que la ciudad
aument6 sus tarifas de agua fue
hace aproximadamente un afo, y la
ciudad no tenia suficientes ingresos
por impuestos a la propiedad
para cubrir sus gastos operativos,
incluido el mantenimiento de los
sistemas de servicios publicos de
la ciudad. “Estamos en modo de
gestion de crisis”, dijo.

La ciudad ha tomado medidas
para revisar su anticuado sistema de
ordenes de trabajo, con medidas para
mejorar la comunicacion con los
clientes y realizar un seguimiento
del estado de los proyectos
individuales. El consejo se reunird
para otro taller el 6 de diciembre, lo
que permitirda mas tiempo para que
los miembros realicen actividades
de divulgacion e investigacion
sobre las necesidades de agua de los

(Continua en la pdgina 3)
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Sanchez case

(Continued from page 1)

In his recommendations, Fannin wrote, “While
‘trickery and deceit are more reprehensible than
negligence,” Garcia’s actions in inciting the elimination
of the OMB are poised somewhat near a midpoint
of the two,” concluding that “Garcia’s conduct was
moderately reprehensible.”

Sanchez’s attorney, John Wenke, said he was
surprised by the recommendations, especially since the
county had not requested that he consider the amount
the jury awarded. “Obviously we respectfully disagree
with the magistrate judge’s recommendation regarding
remittitur,” Wenke said in an email with The Big Bend
Sentinel this week. “We believe his recommendations to
reduce the amount of damages awarded was improper.”

Wenke argued that the jury’s high award of $2 million
reflected the evidence and testimony presented at trial
and was intended to send a message to public officials.
“I’m not sure what type of message is being sent if a
$1 million dollar punitive damage award is reduced to
$5,000,” the attorney said.

“Publicly elected officials retaliated against a single
mom by ecliminating her county job simply because
she exercised her right to run for public office. You
hear about government officials in foreign countries
that retaliate against political opponents,” Wenke said.
“That should not happen in America.”

Sanchez’s team will file objections to a portion of the
magistrate’s recommendations for U.S. District Court
Judge Counts’ consideration, and there will be a new
hearing, unless Sanchez accepts the package.

Along with contesting the jury’s damages total, the
county and Garcia made post-trial motions calling other
parts of the case into question. In his recommendations
this month, Fannin denied a long list of motions for
judgement by the county and Garcia, siding with the
jury’s findings in favor of Sanchez.

In legal code, courts will “uphold a jury verdict
unless the facts and inferences point so strongly and so
overwhelmingly in favor of one party that reasonable
[jurors] could not arrive at any verdict to the contrary.”
But if a rational jury couldn’t reach the verdict that was
announced, the court can accept the county and Garcia’s
renewed motion for judgement.

In those motions Fannin considered, Garcia argued
that she did not have budget-making power when the
county voted to eliminate the Office of Management
and Budget which employed Sanchez. She claimed
she could not be held liable personally for violating

Sanchez’s constitutional rights since she didn’t have
official decision-making power.

Fannin however, determined that the jury was given
sufficient evidence that Garcia not only had “known
personal problems” with Sanchez, but “she specifically
made several efforts to bring to the Commissioners
Court’s attention the OMB and Plaintiff’s performance,”
noting that most of the evidence in the trial came from
Garcia herself.

He also pointed to case law that established those
without final decision making power can still be liable
for being a “link in the causal chain” of violating
constitutional rights.

Fannin believed a reasonable jury would see
evidence of Garcia’s discussions and relationships with
commissioners ahead of the vote to eliminate the OMB
and determine she was a link in the chain.

Fannin recommended that all of Garcia’s motions be
denied.

The county also sought a motion for judgement as to
whether Sanchez proved Presidio County had acted in
a retaliatory manner, since they had a reason to abolish
the OMB department to save money, which was non-
retaliatory.

Judge Fannin said Sanchez had brought evidence
that County Attorney Rod Ponton had informed
commissioners in a speech and a letter that their actions
could be construed as retaliatory.

The county also claimed they can’t be liable
unless the commissioners as a whole, not just some
commissioners, “acted with unconstitutional motive.”

Fannin said the testimony by Judge Cinderela
Guevara that she had developed “suspicions as to
[Commissioner Loretto] Vasquez’s and [Commissioner
Brenda] Bentley’s motivation,” made it so a jury could
reasonably believe two of the four commissioners acted
with animus. However, that didn’t meet a majority of
the court, where four commissioners and the judge all
have a vote.

Judge Fannin wrote in his recommendations that
he believed the jury could have reasonably believed
Aranda possessed a substantial retaliatory motive,
because Ponton had warned commissioners ahead of
the vote.

Overall, the judge denied nearly all of the motions,
only making a recommendation that would change
the status quo when it came to the punitive and
compensatory damages.

Candidate filing

(Continued from page 1)

Dina Jo Losoya-Marquez, who was recently appointed
to serve as Justice of the Peace Precinct 1 after Judge
David Beebe resigned, will also be on the ballot in the
upcoming election this spring.

Candidates who succeed in the spring primary
election will go on to the general election in November
2022 and will ultimately take office in January 2023 if
elected. All open positions are four-year terms. Early
voting will take place from February 14 to February
25, 2022, before Election Day on March 1. Helpful
information on qualifications and how to apply can be
found on the secretary of state’s website: https://www.
sos.state.tx.us/elections/candidates/index.shtml.

Dan Dunlap, Republican county chair for Presidio
County, said he has had three precinct chairs apply
so far and plans to run again for Republican county
chair. While his position will be up for public vote on
the ballot, precinct chairs are voted on or appointed
within the party. He says he has been in conversation
with several members of his party interested in running
for the open county positions, but no one had filed
formally as of press time. Dunlap says in his experience
candidates often wait to see who else is running, filing

closer to the deadline.

Historically, local public office has been almost
exclusively held by Democrats. According to Dunlap,
the Republican Party is making strides toward giving
Presidio County a two-party system by actively
recruiting candidates.

“We’re trying to make this a two county party and
give people a choice,” says Dunlap.

Dunlap has information packets and forms needed for
filing for the Republican Party in the primary. He can be
reached here: PO Box R, Marfa, Texas, 432-295-1668,
dandunlap69@gmail.com.

Democratic Chair Clark Childers announced recently
he will be stepping down after three years in the role. He
said he hopes to find someone equally as passionate to take
up his responsibilities and plans to train his replacement.
Reflecting on his time, he stressed the importance of
local citizens in making elections happen. Like Dunlap,
Childers has been in contact with people interested in
running for public office but no one has filed as of this
time. For more information on how to get on the ballot
for the Democratic Party, contact presidiodemocrats@
gmail.com.

Zubia resigns

(Continued from page 1)

In miscellaneous city business, the City of Presidio
accepted a $2,000 gift from the Presidio Municipal
Development District to purchase new Christmas
decorations to light up the city’s downtown. The

money will be officially given to the city on Thursday,
so Presidio residents can expect plenty of Christmas
cheer in the weeks to come.

Weatherization services expand to the Big
Bend area

FAR WEST TEXAS — Community Council of South
Central Texas was granted eight new counties by the
Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs
for weatherization assistance, bringing the tri-county
into the service area now eligible for the Weatherization
Assistance Program.

The Weatherization Assistance Program prioritizes
service to the elderly, persons with disabilities and
households with children. Since its inception in 1976,
more than 7 million households have received energy
efficiency improvements, such as heating and cooling
upgrades, the addition of insulation, air sealing,
improved home air quality and safety gains. The
program comprises a comprehensive series of energy
efficiency measures that are based on sophisticated
analyses of individual homes. These analyses take the
whole-house approach, which maximizes energy and
dollar savings. Because of this rigorous approach and
analyses backing it up, WAP has become a leader in
advancing home energy science, delivering energy-
efficiency services to low-income households. WAP
serves every county in the nation through its network of
state and local agencies.

The Texas Department of Housing and Community
Affairs moved Brewster, Crane, Culberson, Hudspeth,
Jeff Davis, Pecos, Presidio and Terrell counties under
the jurisdiction of the Community Council of South
Central Texas. This increases CCSCT’s weatherization
service area from 9 counties to 17.

“On behalf of the CCSCT Board of Directors and
Weatherization Assistance Program staff, we looking
forward to the opportunity to serve the Big Bend area of

Texas,” stated CCSCT Executive Director Bobby Deike,
“ ... Our organization has a very good track record for
delivering quality services and reducing the energy
burden for low income clients by installing allowable
energy saving measures in their homes. In addition, we
look forward to developing community partnerships in
our efforts to make this program available to eligible
low-income households.”

Application processing for Big Bend individuals and
families that wish to apply are tentatively on hold until
the finalization of the TDHCA contract, which may
conclude by mid-November. Applications are available
online at: http://www.ccsct.org/weatherization-apply-
for-services/

The Texas Department of Housing and Community
Affairs is committed to expanding fair housing choices
and opportunities for Texans through the administration
and funding of affordable housing and homeownership
opportunities, weatherization, and community-based
services with the help of for-profits, nonprofits and
local governments. For more information about fair
housing, funding opportunities or services in your area,
please visit www.tdhca.state.tx.us or the Learn about
Fair Housing in Texas page.

CCSCT is a nonprofit community action agency
that empowers vulnerable families and individuals in
the greater South Central Texas area to achieve self-
sufficiency by eliminating barriers through innovative
programs and strong community partnerships. For more
information, visit www.ccsct.org or follow us on the
socials at https:/linktr.ee/ccsct_cares.

Precinct boundaries

(Continued from page 1)

residents, represented by Bentley. In Presidio, the new
maps split the city a little more cleanly along Erma
Avenue, with most blocks to the west in Commissioner
Aranda’s Precinct 3 and the east in Precinct 1 or Precinct
2, represented by Commissioner Cabezuela. Presidio
residents in the northeast part of town will likely notice
the most changes; to achieve cleaner precinct lines, the
commissioners chose Louvain Avenue as a convenient
boundary where precincts 1, 2 and 3 meet.

Allison, Bass & Magee — the Austin-based law firm
helping the commissioners to draw up the new maps —
also drew up recommended updated justice of the peace
precincts, but departing Justice of the Peace for Precinct
1 David Beebe and Justice of the Peace for Precinct 2
Juanita Bishop agreed that the current boundaries would
be easiest on law enforcement and citizens. Justice of the
Peace precincts differ from commissioner and electoral
precincts because they aren’t representative and don’t
have to abide by the same rules about population
distribution, so they can be redistricted as needs change
but aren’t legally required to.

Redistricting at the county level happens every 10
years with the release of the decennial federal census.
This year’s census was late, putting a time crunch
on the process, but the commissioners were able to
draw up and approve the maps — with the required
public hearings — over the span of a week. The quick
turnaround will ensure that anyone who wishes to file
for local office in the March 2022 primaries will be able
to do so in the correct precinct.

The City of Presidio is working with the state
demographer to challenge the 2020 Census results,
which many officials feel dramatically undercounted
the border city’s population. It’s possible that the
county could redistrict before the next census if the
revised population counts aren’t adequately represented
by the new boundaries, but there isn’t extensive legal
precedent for that process. For now, the new boundaries
will hold. Despite the rush, commissioners Bentley,
Knight and Cabezuela agreed that the process was
“pretty painless.”

Students invited to participate in 2021-2022
Letters About Literature Texas contest

AUSTIN — The Texas Center for the Book has
launched the 2021-2022 Letters About Literature Texas
contest, a program that invites students to respond to
authors of books or poetry who have touched their
lives. The contest is open to Texas students in grades
4 through 12.

Participants select a book, book series, essay, play,
poem, short story or speech that has made a lasting
impact on their lives. They then write a personal letter
to the author that reflects how they have been changed,
inspired or motivated by the work they selected. State
winners receive $100 and will be honored at the 2022
Texas Library Association Conference.

All submissions for the 2021-2022 contest must be
submitted through the online platform by 5 p.m., Dec.

17, 2021 (CST). A permission form is required for all
students who will be younger than 13 on Nov. 4, 2021.

To learn more about the contest, how to submit and to
view winning entries from previous years, visit www.
tsl.texas.gov/lettersaboutliterature.

Established in 1987, the Texas Center for the Book
seeks to stimulate public interest in books, reading,
literacy and libraries. The center builds partnerships with
library professionals, educators, authors, publishers and
booksellers who provide support to our shared mission
of promoting a love of literature throughout the Lone
Star State. The Texas Center for the Book is under
the direction of the Texas State Library and Archives
Commission at the Lorenzo De Zavala State Archives
and Library Building in Austin, Texas.

SUBSCRIBE AT BIGBENDSENTINEL.COM

PRESIDIO COUNTY IS HONORED
TO ANNOUNCE THAT THE
COURTHOUSE CHRISTMAS TREE
WILL BE DEDICATED
TO ALL VETERANS.

The tree will be decorated in red, white and
blue and it will be a great honor to have pictures
of veterans living and deceased as ornaments.

Please bring pictures to the county judge's
office preferably no later than December 10th.

Pictures will be accepted after that date also
and returned after the Christmas holidays.

All are welcome to decorate the tree
at 4:00 pm on December 10th.
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NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

By virtue of Tox Warrast isswsd out of the 394™ District Court of Presidic County, Texas in

¥ 3272-A on the 11™ day of November, 2021, by the Clerk thercof, and 10 me
as Shenff, directed and delivered, | wall proceed 1o scll at 10:00 a.m. on the 7" dav of December, 2021
at the South Door of the Presidio County Counthouse, in Marfa, Texas, the propertics deseribed below

City of Presidio, et al vs. Owners of Various Properties Located Wighin the City Limiis of Presidio. Texas

Tract 12 Lot Theee (3), in Block Eighicen (18], Bellevise Addison, to the City of Presidio, Presidio

Tract 2: All of Lots One (1), Two (2), Three (), Four (4), and Five (5), m Block Scventy-five (T5),
Millington Addition, to the City of Presidio, Presidio County, Texas (R1538)
Uract 3: All of Lots Sax {(6) through Sixieen (16), in Block Seventy-five (73], Millington Addison, o the

Tract 4: Par of Lots One (1) and Two (2), in Block Five (5), Fort Leaton Addition, to the City of
Fresidio, Presidio County, Texas, SAVE AND EXCEFT tract desenbed in Judgment recorded in Volume
76 and Page 578, Deed Records of Presidio County, Texas (RT97)

Tract 5 Lot Eight (8). in Block Edeven (11), City Addition, 1o the City of Pressdio, Pressdio County,
Texas, SAVE AND EXCEPT all odl, gas, and mineral rights (R&659)

Tract 7: Pant of Lot Thineen (13}, in Block Ten (100, Belleaire Addition, to the City of Presidio, Presidio (SE/M4) of ¢
County, Texas, SAVE AND EXCEPT wact as desenbed in Deed recorded in Valume 272 and Page 693,
Tract 9: Lot Four (4), in Block Twenty-one (21}, Bellevoe Addition, 10 the Ciy of Pressdio, Pressdso

Tract 10: Lots Five (5} and Six (6), in Block Eleven (1), Sumset Addivion, 1o the City of Presidio,

Tract 11: All of Lots Two (2}, Three (3 and Four (45, in Block Eleven {117, Sunset Addiion, o the

Tract 12: All of Lots Seven (7), Eight (8}, Nine (%), and Ten (14}, in Block Eleven {11), Sunsct LEVIED ON the
Addition, 1o the City of Presidio, Presidio County, Texas (R2301) sattsfi 1 .
Tract 13: Pam of Lot Twenty (200, in Block Sevemeen (17), Kelly Addition # 1, 10 the City of Presidio, .

SAVE & EXCEPT property as described ina Judgment recorded im Volume 276 and Page 562 of the

(RE341)

Presidio County, Te
Tract 8: All of Lots

bezimg 2.5

Tract 11:

-* deed reconds of Pressdie County, Texas (RIOT1)
- CAUSE N0» -
. J £y Sl e
—] 2724 LATH
‘___' Shenll, Peésidio County, Texas
—-__._ STYLING ) . ) )
- Presidio County, of 3l vs. Crners of Varsows Propemics Located Within Presidio County, Texas Dieputy

LEGAL DESCRIFTION

Tract 1: Lots Nine (%) and Ten {10}, Riverdale Estates, Unit #8, out of Section 5, in Block One (13, T &
P Railroad Company, Presidio County, Texas (RG6RE)

Tract 2: The South Half (5/2) of the Morthwest Cruarter (MW/4) of the Soumhwest Cuarter (SW/4) of the
Southwes! Cuarter (SW/4) of the Southeast Quarter (SE4
EXCEPT a 30" Easement as described in Deed recorded in Volume 269 and Page 174, Deed Records of
Presidio County, Texas (RE3I3E)

Tract }: The Morth Half (N/2) of the Mortheast Quarie
Southwest Quarnter (SW4) of the Southeast Quarter
EXCEPT a 3" Easement as described In Deed recorded in Volume 269 and Page 173, Deed Reconds of
Presidio County, Texas (RE339)

Tract 4; The Nonth Half (3/2) of the MNorthwest Quarier (NWi4) of the Southeast Qrarter (SE) of the
Southwest Chaarter (SWAd) of
EXCEPT a 30" Easement as described in Deed recorded In Volume 269 and Page 172, Deed Records of
Presidio County, Texas (RE3440)

Traet 5 The Sowth Half' (572) of the Noribeast Quaster (NE4) of the Southwest Quarter (SWd) of the
Soubrwest Quanter (SWi4) of the Southeast Quarter (SE/4) in Survey 173, in Block One (1), SAVE &
EXCEPT a 30" Easement as described per deed in Volume 269 and Page 171, Presidio County, Texas

Traet 6 All of Lots Forty-one (41), Forty-two (42), and Forty-three (43], Presidio Highlands, out of
Section 57, Denver and Pacific Ry
Tract 7: The Southeast Qearter (SEM4) of the Southesst Quarter (SEM) of the Northwest Quarter (NWd)
of the Southeast Quarter (SE/M), out of

(23}, Valley View Addit

e Southwest Quarner (SW/A) of the Southeast Quaster (SE
theast Quarter (WEA4) of the T & P Ry. Con o Ser
aeres, more or bess, Abstract 1820, Subject to
Volume 256 and Page] 77, Deed Records of Presidio C
I'he Morthwes! Quarer §
Southeast Quarier (SE/4) of the Nonheast Quaner (NEA4) of Section 3, Block One (1), T & P Ry. Co.
Swrvey, Abstract 1821, Presidio County, Texas (R9423)
Tract 12: Lot Two (2), out of Section 722, GC & 5F RR Company Survey, containing 10,00 acres of
land morne or bess, &5 described in Deed recorded in Yolume 344 and Page 50, Official Public Records of
Presidio Coungy, Texas (R22053)
H-mdaa of b g gorim
<. and inderest and 2l cosis of
Wasrant and any other unknown owners in faw

1 [ w J
GIVEN INDER MY HAND THIS THE |2 DaY OF bipos rbec 2021

Survey 173, in Block One (1), SAVE &

MNEW4) of the Southwest Quaner (SWA) of ke
Survey 173, in Block One (1), SAVE &

Southeast Quarter (SE/4) in Survey 173, in Block One (1), SAVE &

omipazy, Presidio County, Texas (R3708)

ection 34, in Block One (1), Denver and Pacific Ry. Company,

een 17), and Eighteen (13), in Block Twenty-three
Texas (R7T109)
Mo, 4, out of Section 57, Block One (17, Denver and

i) of the Southeast Cruarter
1 3, in Block One (1) RG,
described in Deed recorded in

. 2021, a5 the property of those persons listed above to
cizure and sale against those persons listed in said
of the Taxing Units listed in s2id Tax Wamants
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El caso de Sanchez

(Continuacioén de la pagina 1)

dijo que para Garcia, la adjudicacion del jurado de
dafios punitivos mas alla de § 5,000 fue “excesiva en
proporcion a la evidencia proporcionada”.

En una mocién a los tribunales, que Fannin habia
considerado, Garcia habia dicho que incluso si se
probaba la malicia, los dafios y perjuicios que se
le asignaron de $ 500,000 eran “extremadamente
excesivos”.

En sus recomendaciones, Fannin escribio: “Si bien
‘el engafio y el engafio son mas reprensibles que la
negligencia’, las acciones de Garcia para incitar a la
eliminacion de la OMB se situan en un punto medio de
las dos”, concluyendo que “la conducta de Garcia fue
moderadamente reprobable”.

El abogado de Sanchez, John Wenke, dijo que estaba
sorprendido por las recomendaciones, especialmente
porque el condado no habia solicitado que considerara
la cantidad que el jurado otorgd. “Obviamente,
estamos respetuosamente en desacuerdo con la
recomendacion del juez magistrado con respecto a la
remision”, dijo Wenke en un correo electronico con
The Big Bend Sentinel esta semana. “Creemos que sus
recomendaciones para reducir la cantidad de dafios y
perjuicios otorgados fueron inapropiadas”.

Wenke argument6 que la alta adjudicacion del jurado
de $ 2 millones reflejaba la evidencia y el testimonio
presentados en el juicio y tenia la intencion de enviar un
mensaje a los funcionarios publicos. “No estoy seguro
de qué tipo de mensaje se envia si una indemnizacion
por dafios punitivos de $ 1 milloén de délares se reduce
a $5,0007, dijo el abogado.

“Los funcionarios elegidos publicamente tomaron
represalias contra una madre soltera al eliminar
su trabajo en el condado simplemente porque ella
ejercio su derecho a postularse para un cargo publico.
Escuchas sobre funcionarios gubernamentales en paises
extranjeros que toman represalias contra oponentes
politicos ”, dijo Wenke. “Eso no deberia suceder en
Estados Unidos”.

El equipo de Sanchez presentara objeciones a una
parte de las recomendaciones del magistrado para que
las consideren los jueces del Tribunal de Distrito de los
Estados Unidos, y habra una nueva audiencia, a menos
que Sanchez acepte el paquete.

Ademas de impugnar el total de dafios del jurado, el
condado y Garcia presentaron mociones posteriores al
juicio que cuestionaron otras partes del caso. En sus
recomendaciones de este mes, Fannin negd una larga
lista de mociones de juicio por parte del condado y
Garcia, poniéndose del lado de las conclusiones del
jurado a favor de Sanchez.

En el codigo legal, los tribunales “confirmaran un
veredicto del jurado a menos que los hechos y las
inferencias apunten tan fuerte y abrumadoramente a
favor de una de las partes que los [jurados] razonables
no puedan llegar a un veredicto en contrario”. Pero si
un jurado racional no pudo llegar al veredicto que se
anuncio, la corte puede aceptar la mocion renovada del

condado y de Garcia para el juicio.

En esas mociones que Fannin considerd, Garcia
argument6 que ella no tenia poder para hacer
presupuestos cuando el condado voto para eliminar la
Oficina de Administracion y Presupuesto que empleaba
a Sanchez. Afirmé que no podia ser considerada
responsable personalmente por violar los derechos
constitucionales de Sanchez, ya que no tenia poder
oficial para tomar decisiones.

Fannin, sin embargo, determind que el jurado
recibié evidencia suficiente de que Garcia no solo
tenia “problemas personales conocidos” con Sanchez,
sino que “especificamente hizo varios esfuerzos para
llamar la atencion de la Corte de Comisionados sobre el
desempeiio de la OMB y del Demandante”, sefialando
que la mayoria de los La evidencia en el juicio provino
de la propia Garcia.

También sefiald la jurisprudencia que establece que
quienes no tienen poder de decision final atin pueden
ser responsables de ser un “eslabon en la cadena causal”
de la violacion de los derechos constitucionales.

Fannin creia que un jurado razonable veria evidencia
de las discusiones y relaciones de Garcia con los
comisionados antes de la votacion para eliminar la
OMB y determinar que ella era un eslabon en la cadena.

Fannin recomend6 que se negaran todas las mociones
de Garcia.

El condado también solicitd una mocion para juzgar
si Sanchez demostr6 que el condado de Presidio habia
actuado en represalia, ya que tenian una razén para
abolir el departamento de OMB para ahorrar dinero,
que no era represalia.

El juez Fannin dijo que Sanchez habia presentado
evidencia de que el fiscal del condado Rod Ponton
habia informado a los comisionados en un discurso y
una carta que sus acciones podrian interpretarse como
represalias.

El condado también afirmdé que no pueden ser
responsables a menos que los comisionados en su
conjunto, no solo algunos comisionados, “actuaran con
motivos inconstitucionales”.

Fannin dijo que el testimonio de la jueza Cinderela
Guevara de que habia desarrollado “sospechas sobre
la motivacion de [la comisionada Loretto] Vasquez
y [la comisionada Brenda] Bentley” hizo que un
jurado pudiera creer razonablemente que dos de los
cuatro comisionados actuaron con animadversion. Sin
embargo, eso no alcanzo la mayoria de la corte, donde
cuatro comisionados y el juez tienen voto.

El juez Fannin escribid en sus recomendaciones que
creia que el jurado podria haber creido razonablemente
que Aranda poseia un motivo sustancial de represalia,
porque Ponton habia advertido a los comisionados
antes de la votacion.

En general, el juez neg6 casi todas las mociones y solo
hizo una recomendacion que cambiaria el status quo en
lo que respecta a los dafios punitivos y compensatorios.

Zubia renuncia

(Continuacioén de la pagina 1)

residentes de Presidio.

“Es frustrante y se necesita paciencia, el gobierno se mueve con lentitud”,

recordo el concejal Olivas a todos los presentes.

En diversos asuntos de la ciudad, la Ciudad de Presidio acept6 un regalo
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Los servicios de climatizacion se expanden
al area de Big Bend

OESTE LEJANO DE TEJAS — El Departamento de
Vivienda y Asuntos Comunitarios de Texas otorgd ocho
nuevos condados al Consejo Comunitario del Centro
Sur de Texas para asistencia de climatizacion, lo que
lleva al tri-condado al area de servicio que ahora es
elegible para la Climatizacion. Programa de asistencia.

El Programa de Asistencia para Climatizacion
prioriza el servicio a los ancianos, las personas con
discapacidades y los hogares con nifios. Desde su inicio
en 1976, mas de 7 millones de hogares han recibido
mejoras de eficiencia energética, como mejoras en la
calefaccion y refrigeracion, la adicion de aislamiento,
sellado de aire, mejor calidad del aire en el hogar y
ganancias en seguridad. El programa comprende una
serie completa de medidas de eficiencia energética que
se basan en analisis sofisticados de hogares individuales.
Estos analisis adoptan el enfoque de toda la casa, que
maximiza los ahorros de energia y dinero. Debido a
este enfoque riguroso y los analisis que lo respaldan,
WAP se ha convertido en un lider en el avance de la
ciencia de la energia doméstica, brindando servicios de
eficiencia energética a hogares de bajos ingresos. WAP
sirve a todos los condados de la nacion a través de su
red de agencias estatales y locales.

El Departamento de Vivienda y Asuntos Comunitarios
de Texas trasladd a los condados de Brewster, Crane,
Culberson, Hudspeth, Jeff Davis, Pecos, Presidio y
Terrell bajo la jurisdiccion del Consejo Comunitario del
Centro Sur de Texas. Esto aumenta el area de servicio
de climatizacion de CCSCT de 9 condados a 17.

“En nombre de la Junta Directiva de CCSCT y el
personal del Programa de Asistencia de Climatizacion,
esperamos la oportunidad de servir al area de Big Bend
de Texas”, declar6 el Director Ejecutivo de CCSCT,
Bobby Deike, “... Nuestra organizacion tiene una muy

buena trayectoria en la prestacion de servicios de calidad
y la reduccion de la carga de energia para los clientes
de bajos ingresos mediante la instalacion de medidas de
ahorro de energia permitidas en sus hogares. Ademas,
esperamos desarrollar asociaciones comunitarias en
nuestros esfuerzos por hacer que este programa esté
disponible para hogares elegibles de bajos ingresos .

El procesamiento de la solicitud para las personas y
familias de Big Bend que deseen presentar una solicitud
esta provisionalmente en espera hasta la finalizacion del
contrato TDHCA, que puede concluir a mediados de
noviembre. Las solicitudes estan disponibles en linea
en:http://www.ccsct.org/weatherization-apply-for-
services/

El Departamento de Vivienda y Asuntos Comunitarios
de Texas estd comprometido a expandir las opciones
de vivienda justa y las oportunidades para los tejanos
a través de la administracion y el financiamiento
de viviendas asequibles. oportunidades de vivienda
y propiedad de vivienda, climatizaciéon y servicios
comunitarios con la ayuda de organizaciones con fines
de lucro, organizaciones sin fines de lucro y gobiernos
locales. Para obtener mas informacion sobre la vivienda
justa, las oportunidades de financiacion o los servicios
en su area, visite www.tdhca.state.tx.us o la pagina
Aprenda sobre la vivienda justa en Texas.

CCSCT es una agencia de accidon comunitaria sin
fines de lucro que empodera a familias e individuos
vulnerables en el area metropolitana del centro sur
de Texas para lograr la autosuficiencia mediante
la eliminacion de barreras a través de programas
innovadores y asociaciones comunitarias soélidas.
Para obtener mas informacion, visite www.ccsct.org o
siganos en las redes sociales en https://linktr.ee/ccsct
cares.

Limites de precinto

(Continuacién de la pagina 1)

los distritos 2 y 3.

En Marfa, los que viven al sur de Waco Street en el
centro de Marfa y al oeste de Edinburgh Street al sur
de la autopista 90 ahora se consideraran residentes del
Precinto 1, representados por Bentley. En Presidio,
los nuevos mapas dividen la ciudad un poco mas
limpiamente a lo largo de la Avenida Erma, con la
mayoria de las cuadras al oeste en el Precinto 3 del
Comisionado Aranda y al este en el Precinto 1 o Precinto
2, representado por el Comisionado Cabezuela. Los
residentes de Presidio en la parte noreste de la ciudad
probablemente notaran la mayoria de los cambios; Para
lograr lineas de distrito mas limpias, los comisionados
eligieron Louvain Avenue como un limite conveniente
donde se encuentran los distritos 1,2y 3.

Allison, Bass & Magee - el bufete de abogados con
sede en Austin que ayuda a los comisionados a elaborar
los nuevos mapas - también elabor6 los precintos de
juez de paz actualizados recomendados, pero el juez de
paz saliente para el precinto 1 David Beebe y el juez
de paz para el Precinto 2 Juanita Bishop estuvieron de
acuerdo en que los limites actuales serian mas faciles
para la policia y los ciudadanos. Los precintos de Juez
de Paz se diferencian de los precintos de comisionados
y electorales porque no son representativos y no tienen
que cumplir con las mismas reglas sobre distribucion de
la poblacion, por lo que pueden redistribuirse a medida

de $ 2,000 del Distrito de Desarrollo Municipal de Presidio para comprar
nuevas decoraciones navideias para iluminar el centro de la ciudad. El dinero
se entregara oficialmente a la ciudad el jueves, por lo que los residentes de
Presidio pueden esperar mucha alegria navidefia en las proximas semanas.

Presentacion de candidatos

(Continuacion de la pagina 1)

después de que Virginia Pallarez se jubilara, esta lista para las elecciones.
Dijo que planea obtener entre 50 y 60 firmas en caso de que no todos los
que firmaron estén calificados como votantes registrados en el condado.

Dina JoLozoya-Marquez,quienfue recientemente designado para servir
como Justicia de la Paz del Precinto 1 después que el juez David Beebe
renuncio, también estara en la papeleta en las proximas elecciones de esta
primavera.

Los candidatos que tengan éxito en las elecciones primarias de primavera
pasaran a las elecciones generales en noviembre de 2022 y, en ultima
instancia, tomaran posesion del cargo en enero de 2023 si son elegidos.
Todas las posiciones abiertas son términos de cuatro afios. La votacion
anticipada se llevara a cabo del 14 de febrero al 25 de febrero de 2022, antes
del dia de las elecciones el 1 de marzo. Puede encontrar informacion til
sobre las calificaciones y como postularse en el sitio web del secretario de
estado: https: //www.sos.state.tx .us / elecciones / candidatos / index.shtml.

Dan Dunlap, presidente republicano del condado de Condado de Presidio,
dijo que ha tenido tres sillas del recinto se aplican hasta ahora y planes de
postularse nuevamente para lacrepublicano.sillaountySi bien su puesto se
sometera a votacion publica en la boleta electoral, los presidentes de los
distritos electorales se votan o se designan dentro del partido. Dice que
ha estado conversando con varios miembros de su partido interesados
en postularse para los puestos vacantes del condado, pero nadie se habia
presentado formalmente al cierre de esta edicion. Dunlap dice que, en su
experiencia, los candidatos a menudo esperan para ver quién mas se postula
y se acercan a la fecha limite.

Historicamente, los cargos publicos locales han estado ocupados casi
exclusivamente por democratas. De acuerdo con Dunlap, el Partido
Republicano esta dando pasos hacia dar Condado de Presidio un sistema de
dos partidos por reclutar activamente candidatos.

“Estamos tratando de hacer de esta una fiesta de dos condados y darle a la
gente una opcion”, dice Dunlap.

Dunlap tiene paquetes de informaciéon y formularios necesarios para
presentar su candidatura al Partido Republicano en las primarias. Puede ser
contactado aqui: PO Box R, Marfa, Texas, 432-295-1668, dandunlap69@
gmail.com.

El presidente democrata, Clark Childers, anunci6 recientemente que dejara
el cargo después de tres afios en el cargo. Dijo que espera encontrar a alguien
igualmente apasionado que asuma sus responsabilidades y planea capacitar
a su reemplazo. Reflexionando sobre su tiempo, enfatiz6 la importancia de
los ciudadanos locales para que las elecciones sucedan. Al igual que Dunlap,
Childers ha estado en contacto con personas interesadas en postularse para un
cargo publico, pero nadie se ha presentado hasta este momento. Para obtener
mas informacion sobre como participar en la boleta electoral del Partido
Democrata, comuniquese con presidiodemocrats@gmail.com.
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que cambian las necesidades, pero no estan obligados
legalmente a hacerlo.

La redistribucion de distritos a nivel de condado
ocurre cada 10 afios con la publicacion del censo federal
decenal. El censo de este afio se retraso, lo que redujo
el tiempo del proceso, pero los comisionados pudieron
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elaborar y aprobar los mapas, con las audiencias
publicas requeridas, durante el lapso de una semana. La
respuesta rapida garantizara que cualquier persona que
desee postularse para un cargo local en las primarias de
marzo de 2022 podra hacerlo en el precinto correcto.

La ciudad de Presidio estad trabajando con el
demografo estatal para desafiar los resultados del
censo de 2020, que muchos funcionarios creen que se
subestimé dramaticamente la poblacion de la ciudad
fronteriza. Es posible que el condado pueda redistribuir
antes del proximo censo si los recuentos de poblacion
revisados no estan representados adecuadamente por
los nuevos limites, pero no hay un precedente legal
extenso para ese proceso. Por ahora, los nuevos limites
se mantendran. A pesar de la prisa, los comisionados
Bentley, Knight y Cabezuela coincidieron en que el
proceso fue “bastante indoloro”.
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CLASSIFIED

OBITUARY

Jesus Manuel Aranda, age 64,
passed away Friday, November
12, 2021, in Amarillo, Texas. He
was born on February 8, 1957, in
Ojinaga, Mexico, to Florencio and
Lucia (Montoya) Aranda. Jesus
married Delma Covos on May 22,
1976, in Presidio, Texas, and they
shared 45 wonderful years together.

Jesus was a member of the
Catholic Church and a member of
the Knights of Columbus for six
years. He was an avid outdoorsman
who enjoyed hunting, fishing, horse
racing and singing. Jesus spent his
time being a cowboy and ranching.
He was a very generous and giving
person who loved spending time
with his family. His family meant
the world to him and he would do
anything for them. He will be dearly
missed.

Jesus is survived by his wife,
Delma Aranda of Kermit, Texas;
parents Florencio and Lucia Aranda
of Presidio; sons Joel Aranda and
Ricky Aranda and wife Larissa of
Kermit, Jesus Aranda Jr. and wife
Liza of Dumas, Texas, and Sergio
Aranda of Odessa, Texas; daughters
Noemi Brito and husband Jesus, and
Sadie Chavez and husband Ismael
of Odessa, Crystal Morales and
husband Victor and Lenise Aranda
of Kermit; brothers Florencio
Aranda Jr. and wife Marisela,
Eloy Aranda and wife Alma,
Samuel Aranda and wife Sandra

Gino

Odessa,

Hernandez and husband Arisdel
of Pecos, Linda Rodriguez and
husband Ramon and Monica
Alvarado and husband Leroy of
Presidio; and grandchildren Idalia,
Aylin, Elena, Jesus Jr., Ismael Jr.,
Joel Jr., Atziri, Isabel, Ricky Jr.,
Joleen, Jose Luis, Emmanuel, Josue,
Ava Grace, Vianeli and Victor Jr.

A rosary will take place on
Wednesday, November 17, 2021, at
7 p.m. at Family Services Funeral
Chapel. Mass of Christian burial
will take place at 2 p.m. on Thursday,
November 18, 2021, at St. Joseph
- St. Thomas Catholic Church in
Kermit, officiated by Father Charles
Rajan. Burial will follow at Kermit
Cemetery. Pallbearers will include:
Joel Aranda, Ricky Aranda, Jesus
Aranda Jr., Sergio Aranda, Jesus
Brito Jr., Ismael Chavez Jr., Joel

of Presidio and Alonzo Aranda and
wife Lourdes of Terlingua; sisters
Maribel Hernandez and husband

Aranda Jr. and Tyler Clair. Honorary
pallbearers are Ismael Chavez,
Jesus Brito and Victor Morales.

OP-ED

Property taxes: We need
relief

By SENATOR CESAR J. BLANCO

Property taxes in Texas are higher than all but a handful of other states.
Far West Texans and people across the state have struggled to keep up with
rising property tax rates, especially during and after the financial hardship
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. People should not have to choose
between keeping their home, affording their medication or putting food on
their table. We need relief.

In the last few years, Marfa has experienced an increase in the appraisal of
adobe houses. These high appraisals have led to a massive rise in property
taxes, forcing residents out of homes that have been in their families
for generations. Additionally, property taxes in Texas have far outpaced
inflation and eroded the average Texan’s purchasing power.

Given the economic impact of the pandemic and the subsequent rise in
unemployment, relief is more important than ever. That is why I supported
the bipartisan passage of several property tax relief bills to provide more
purchasing power for Texans, reign in the sky-rocketing property tax rates,
and help ensure Texans can continue to afford their homesteads.

I recently voted in favor of a constitutional amendment, SJR 2, and its
enabling legislation, Senate Bill 1, to provide $2 billion of property tax
relief to Texas homeowners. Homeowners can vote on this proposed
constitutional amendment at the May 2022 ballot box. If the amendment
passes, the homestead exemption for school district property taxes will
increase from $25,000 to $40,000, and the average Texas homeowner will
save roughly $176 on their property tax bill. That’s an extra $176 Texans
can use to pay for other necessities, such as healthcare and transportation.

In addition to supporting the passage of SB 1 during the third special
session, I co-authored Senate Bill 8 and Senate Bill 12 in the second special
session to provide property tax relief to approximately 2.5 million Texans.
SB 8 addresses a longstanding issue in Texas that prohibits homeowners
from tax savings in their first year of home ownership. It is estimated that
this bill will provide $600 million in relief per biennium to homeowners
for first year homestead exemptions, allowing for more first-time buyers
in Texas.

The proposed constitutional amendment in SJR 2 and its enabling
legislation, SB 12, will provide tax rate reductions for over 65 or disabled
homeowners. Homeowners can also vote on this amendment at the May
2022 ballot box. If the amendment passes, the average 65 over homeowner
will save approximately $125 a year and see an increase in tax rate
reduction every year after. SB8 helps to ensure disabled individuals and
seniors continue to have a roof over their heads.

While the bills we passed were a good start, we have more work to do to
reign in property taxes and fix the appraisal system in Texas. Homeowners
across the state are concerned about being forced out of their homes due
to the unaffordable property tax rates. This is not right. The state needs to
invest more in public education and buy down school property taxes, and
we need to continue increasing homestead exemptions. We need more bills
like House Bill 3 from 2019 which provided property tax relief by buying
down school property taxes.

We must continue our progress and push for solutions that will provide
Texans with needed tax relief. As your state senator, I will keep fighting for
lower property taxes for all Texans.

César J. Blanco is the Texas State Senator for District 29, covering El
Paso and Far West Texas.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor,

Being a longtime reader of The Big Bend Sentinel (over 50 years), 1
noticed a recent article that said the church in Ruidosa might be renovated.
If so, that is very good news.

My wife and I have spent many a great time in that country. Attached is a
picture I took of the church in 1981. It might be of some interest to you.

You have a great paper. I especially enjoy Gary Oliver’s cartoons. Keep
up the good work.

Ardis McCasland Jr.
Big Spring

CARTA A LA EDITORA

Estimado editor:

Siendo un lector desde hace mucho tiempo de The Big Bend Sentinel
(mas de 50 afios), noté un articulo reciente que decia que la iglesia en
Ruidosa podria ser renovada. Si es asi, son muy buenas noticias.

Mi esposa y yo hemos pasado muy buenos momentos en esas tierras. Se
adjunta una foto que tomé de la iglesia en 1981. Podria ser de algun interés
para usted.

Tienen un gran periodico. Disfruto especialmente de las caricaturas de
Gary Oliver. Sigan con el buen trabajo.

Ardis McCasland Jr.
Big Spring

Photo by Ardis McCasland

JOBS

Available jobs: Dental Hygienist,
Dental Assistant, Pharmacy Clerk
Applications may be picked up at
1501 N. Erma, Presidio, TX or call 432-837-4812.
Please call before arrival.
Presidio County Medical Clinic ® 1501 N. Erma Ave

PUBLIC NOTICES

The Moderna booster vaccine is available at the Presidio
County Medical Clinic located at 1501 N. Erma Ave in Presidio,
TX., on Mondays from 10am-1pm. An appointment is needed.

Please call 432-229-3030 to schedule your appointment.

EMAIL ADS@BIGBENDSENTINEL.COM
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OPINION

Impuestos a la propiedad:
Necesitamos alivio

Por el SENADOR CESAR J. BLANCO

Los impuestos a la propiedad en Texas son mas altos que todos los demas
estados, excepto unos pocos. Los tejanos del Lejano Oeste y las personas
de todo el estado han luchado por mantenerse al dia con las crecientes
tasas de impuestos a la propiedad, especialmente durante y después de
las dificultades financieras causadas por la pandemia de COVID-19. Las
personas no deberian tener que elegir entre quedarse en casa, pagar sus
medicamentos o poner comida en su mesa. Necesitamos alivio.

En los ultimos afios, Marfa ha experimentado un aumento en la tasacion de
casas de adobe. Estas altas tasaciones han llevado a un aumento masivo de
los impuestos a la propiedad, lo que ha obligado a los residentes a abandonar
las casas que han pertenecido a sus familias durante generaciones. Ademas,
los impuestos a la propiedad en Texas han superado con creces la inflacion
y han erosionado el poder adquisitivo del tejano promedio.

Dado el impacto econdmico de la pandemia y el consiguiente aumento
del desempleo, el alivio es mas importante que nunca. Es por eso que apoyé
la aprobacion bipartidista de varios proyectos de ley de alivio de impuestos
a la propiedad para proporcionar mas poder adquisitivo a los tejanos,
dominar las tasas de impuestos a la propiedad que se disparan y ayudar a
garantizar que los tejanos puedan seguir pagando sus propiedades.

Recientemente voté a favor de una enmienda constitucional, SJR 2, y su
legislacion habilitante, el Proyecto de Ley del Senado 1, para proporcionar
$ 2 mil millones de desgravacion fiscal a la propiedad a los propietarios de
viviendas de Texas. Los propietarios de viviendas pueden votar sobre esta
propuesta de enmienda constitucional en las urnas de mayo de 2022. Si se
aprueba la enmienda, la exencion de impuestos a la propiedad del distrito
escolar aumentara de $ 25,000 a § 40,000, y el propietario promedio de
Texas ahorrara aproximadamente $ 176 en su factura de impuestos a la
propiedad. Eso es $ 176 adicionales que los tejanos pueden usar para pagar
otras necesidades, como atencion médica y transporte.

Ademas de apoyar la aprobacion de la SB 1 durante la tercera sesion
especial, fui coautor del Proyecto de Ley 8 del Senado y el Proyecto de
Ley 12 del Senado en la segunda sesion especial para proporcionar alivio
de impuestos sobre la propiedad a aproximadamente 2,5 millones de
tejanos. SB 8 aborda un problema de larga data en Texas que prohibe a
los propietarios de viviendas ahorrar en impuestos en su primer afo de
propiedad de la vivienda. Se estima que este proyecto de ley proporcionara
$ 600 millones en alivio por bienio a los propietarios de viviendas para
las exenciones de vivienda del primer afio, lo que permitira que haya mas
compradores por primera vez en Texas.

La enmienda constitucional propuesta en SJR 2 y su legislacion
habilitante, SB 12, proporcionara reducciones de la tasa de impuestos
para los propietarios de viviendas mayores de 65 afios o discapacitados.
Los propietarios de viviendas también pueden votar sobre esta enmienda
en las urnas de mayo de 2022. Si se aprueba la enmienda, el propietario
promedio mayor de 65 afios ahorrara aproximadamente § 125 al aflo y vera
un aumento en la reduccion de la tasa de impuestos cada afio después. SB8
ayuda a garantizar que las personas discapacitadas y las personas mayores
sigan teniendo un techo sobre sus cabezas.

Si bien los proyectos de ley que aprobamos fueron un buen comienzo,
tenemos mas trabajo por hacer para controlar los impuestos a la propiedad
y arreglar el sistema de tasacion en Texas. Los propietarios de viviendas
en todo el estado estan preocupados por verse obligados a abandonar
sus hogares debido a las tasas de impuestos a la propiedad inasequibles.
Esto no esta bien. El estado debe invertir méas en educacion publica y
reducir los impuestos a la propiedad de las escuelas, y debemos continuar
aumentando las exenciones de vivienda. Necesitamos mas proyectos de
ley como el Proyecto de Ley 3 de la Camara de Representantes de 2019,
que proporcioné un alivio de los impuestos a la propiedad al reducir los
impuestos a la propiedad de las escuelas.

Debemos continuar nuestro progreso e impulsar soluciones que
proporcionen a los tejanos la desgravacion fiscal necesaria. Como su
senador estatal, seguiré luchando por reducir los impuestos a la propiedad
para todos los tejanos.

César J. Blanco es el Senador del Estado de Texas por el Distrito 29, que
cubre El Paso y Far West Texas.
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OCTOBER 29

NEIL TRAMMELL
NOVEMBER 5

MARIACHI SANTA CRUZ

NOVEMBER 12
Friday nights at
BANDOLEROS St. Francis Plaza
NOVEMBER 19 7-9PM

GUEST SPEAKER
TPWD Ranger
Amber Harrison
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6:30PM
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Presidio, TX 79845
432-229-5000 » www.fdsb.com

PRESIDIO SPORTS &
CALENDAR

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 18:
PCH Volleyball Awards, 7:30 PM
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 19:
PHS Bk-ball Boys at San Elizario, 4:30 PM
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 22:
PHS Bk-ball Boys at Marfa, 5:00 PM
PHS Bk-ball Girls at Ft. Stockton, 10:00 AM
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