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Local
COVID-19
booster shot

availability,
an overview

By MARY CANTRELL
mkcantrell@bigbendsentinel.com

TRI-COUNTY — Those due for
their COVID-19 booster shots have
many options in the tri-county area,
though clinics vary in days and
times they offer the immunization.
The Presidio International has
compiled this non-exhaustive list of
current booster availability, which
is subject to change.

To be eligible to receive the
booster shot, individuals must
have received their first two doses
of either the Moderna or Pfizer
vaccine, with the second dose being
administered at least six months
ago. For those who received the
single dose Johnson and Johnson
vaccine, they are eligible for the
booster two months after their
initial vaccination. While there are
booster shots available for Pfizer,
Moderna and Johnson and Johnson
vaccines, local clinics may not have
all three available. The CDC allows
for the mixing of different brands of
the vaccine.

While COVID-19 vaccinations
have recently been approved by
the CDC for children ages five to
11, booster doses have not yet been
approved for anyone under the age
of 18. All booster shots are free to
receive, regardless of the location,
but some locations may ask for
proof of insurance or a form of ID
for reporting purposes.

The authorizations and
availability of each booster has
come at a time when the world is
once again facing a new variant
of the coronavirus, which the
World Health Organization dubbed
“Omicron” last Friday. The vaccine
and its booster are key preventatives
against contracting and spreading
the virus that has been impacting
the world since early 2020.

The Texas Department of State
Health Services is offering Moderna
and Pfizer booster shots in Presidio,
and residents can get the booster
Tuesdays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
701 Bomar Avenue. To schedule an
appointment in Presidio, call (432)
229-1540.

The PCHS Presidio location, or
Presidio County Medical Clinic,
is offering the Moderna booster
Mondays from 10:30 a.m. to 1
p.m. They are also offering the
Pfizer vaccination for kids Fridays
from 3 to 5 p.m. Appointments are
recommended, call (432) 229-3030.

For those looking for shots
on days other than Mondays or
Tuesdays, Highland Drug in Alpine
has all three brands of the booster
available every day they are open.
No appointment is needed. They
are open from 8 am. to 6 p.m.
Monday through Friday, but offer
boosters up until 5 p.m. most days.
They are open Saturday from 9 a.m.
to noon and stop offering boosters
around 11:30 a.m. Children’s
Pfizer vaccines will be available
Saturdays. Proof of vaccination card
is recommended but not required.
Call (432) 837-3931 to get available
times.
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Presidio Posada lights up
O’Reilly Street with holiday
cheer

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — Last Friday night, Presidio residents lined the street in
anticipation of the Presidio Posada, kicking off the holiday season in high
style. Lights were hung up and down O’Reilly Street and families huddled
on the tailgates of their trucks to take in the festivities.

“It was Presidio style — chaotic, but fun,” said Arian Velasquez-Ornelas,
who organized the event through her role as president of the tourism board.
She’s been organizing city events since the early 2000s, when she served
as director of the Chamber of Commerce. Locals had been telling her
throughout the pandemic that they missed the big events that the city used
to throw. This year, she knew she had to make up for all the pandemic shut
downs with a big party.

“Everybody was really excited that we were able to do something like
this again, with the band from the school and the floats and the choir,” she

(Continued on page 2)

Photo by Hannah Gentiles for The Presidio International
Children from the local C.0.0.L Kids Choir, perform Christmas songs on the steps of the St. Francis Plaza, just before the tree lighting during Friday
Night’s Posada. Picturedfrom left to right: Alina Lara, Sarah Sanchez and Luisa Fernanda Franco. Choir members not pictured: Maria Christina
Marquez, Laizzah Joan Carrasco, Sabrina Covos, Miguel Angel Madrid, Jesus Carrasco and Izaac Lara.

Presidio Posada ilumina la
calle O’Reilly con alegria
navidena

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — El viernes pasado por la noche, los residentes de Presidio
se alinearon en la calle anticipando la posada de Presidio, dando inicio a la
temporada navidefia con gran estilo. Se colgaron luces en O’Reilly Street
y las familias se apifiaron en las puertas traseras de sus camiones para
disfrutar de las festividades.

“Fue al estilo de Presidio, cadtico, pero divertido”, dijo Arian Velasquez-
Ornelas, quien organizé el evento a través de su papel como presidenta
de la junta de turismo. Ha estado organizando eventos en la ciudad desde
principios de la década de 2000, cuando se desempeiid como directora de la
Camara de Comercio. Los lugarefios le habian estado diciendo durante toda
la pandemia que se habian perdido los grandes eventos que solia organizar
la ciudad. Este afio, sabia que tenia que compensar todos los cierres por

(Continua en la pdgina 3)

Presidio Municipal
Development District
paints the town, plans new
recreational facilities

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — The Presidio Municipal Development District, or PMDD,
made progress at last Wednesday’s regular meeting toward a more colorful
and active future for Presidio visitors and residents. First on the docket
was the Paint Presidio Project, an initiative to beautify local buildings
and encourage business owners to get creative. The program was created
three years ago with the intention of giving $1,000 grants to local business
owners to spruce up the outside of their establishments.

“It’s not just for the beautification aspect — it’s also going to attract people,
people that live here or people who are passing through,” Board Member
Lizette Rohana explained.

(Continued on page 2)

El Distrito de Desarrollo
Municipal de Presidio pinta
la ciudad, planea nuevas
instalaciones recreativas

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — El Distrito de Desarrollo Municipal de Presidio, o PMDD,
avanzd en la reunion regular del miércoles pasado hacia un futuro mas
colorido y activo para los visitantes y residentes de Presidio . Primero en
el expediente fue el Proyecto Paint Presidio, una iniciativa para embellecer
los edificios locales y alentar a los duefios de negocios a ser creativos. El
programa se cred hace tres afios con la intencion de otorgar subvenciones
de $ 1,000 a los duenios de negocios locales para que arreglen el exterior de
sus establecimientos.

“No es solo por el aspecto deembellecimiento , también va a atraer gente,
gente que vive aqui o gente que esta de paso”, explicd la miembro de la

(Continda en la pagina 3)

‘Big Bend Big Fix’ low-
cost spay and neuter clinic
returns to Presidio County

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO COUNTY — The Big Bend Big Fix, a low-cost spay
and neuter clinic sponsored by the Far West Texas Rescue Coalition, is
returning to the region next weekend for Presidio County pet owners
seeking veterinary care at reduced rates. Their services include spay and
neuter surgeries, vaccines and microchips.

The program began in February and was an instant success. They started
small, with a pop-up clinic out of the Marfa Animal Shelter, and expanded
to programs in Marathon, Fort Davis and Fort Stockton, serving anywhere
from 50 to 100 animals a day. “It was incredible to us,” said Jeanine Bishop,
executive director of the Alpine Humane Society. “It saves [our shelters] a
lot of money and it gets a lot of animals done.”

Bishop explained that there are many barriers to pet owners looking

(Continued on page 2)

La clinica de esterilizacion

y castracion de bajo costo

‘Big Bend Big Fix’ regresa
al condado de Presidio

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

CONDADO DE PRESIDIO — The Big Bend Big Fix, una clinica de
esterilizacion y castracion de bajo costo patrocinada por Far West Texas
Rescue Coalition , regresa a la region el proximo fin de semana para los
duefios de mascotas del condado de Presidio que buscan atencion veterinaria
a precios reducidos. Sus servicios incluyen cirugias de esterilizacion y
castracion, vacunas y microchips.

El programa comenzo en febrero y fue un éxito instantdneo. Comenzaron
de a poco, con una clinica emergente en el refugio de animales de Marfa,
y se expandieron a programas en Marathon, Fort Davis y Fort Stockton,
atendiendo entre 50 y 100 animales por dia. “Fue increible para nosotros”,

(Continua en la pdgina 3)

POR ORDEN DEL CONDADO
DE PRESIDIO ENTRA EN
VIGOR UNA PROHIBICION
SOBRE EL USO DEL FUEGO,
NO SE PUEDE HACER FUEGO
SOBRE LOS TERRENOS

Disponibilidad
de refuerzo
local de
COVID-19,
una descripcion

general

Por MARY CANTRELL
mkcantrell@bigbendsentinel.com

TRI-CONDADO — Aquellos
que deben recibir sus vacunas
de refuerzo de COVID-19 tienen
muchas opciones en el area de
los tres condados, aunque las
clinicas varian en dias y horas
Ofrezca la inmunizacion. Presidio
International ha compilado esta lista
no exhaustiva de la disponibilidad
actual de refuerzos, que esta sujeta
a cambios.

Para ser elegible para recibir la
vacuna de refuerzo, las personas
deben haber recibido sus dos
primeras dosis de la vacuna
Moderna o Pfizer, y la segunda dosis
se debe haber administrado hace al
menos seis meses. Para aquellos
que recibieron la vacuna Johnson
and Johnson de dosis Unica, son
elegibles para el refuerzo dos meses
después de su vacunacion inicial.
Si bien hay vacunas de refuerzo
disponibles para las vacunas Pfizer,
Moderna y Johnson and Johnson, es
posible que las clinicas locales no
tengan las tres disponibles. El CDC
permite la mezcla de diferentes
marcas de vacuna.

Si bien los CDC aprobaron
recientemente  las  vacunas
COVID-19 para nifios de cinco
a 11 afos, las dosis de refuerzo
ain no han sido aprobadas para
menores de 18 afios. Todas las
vacunas de refuerzo son gratuitas,
independientemente del lugar, pero
en algunos lugares puede solicitar
un comprobante de seguro o una
forma de identificacion para fines
de presentacion de informes.

Las autorizaciones y disponibilidad
de cada refuerzo ha llegado en
un momento en que el mundo se
enfrenta una vez mas a una nueva
variante del coronavirus, que la
Organizacién Mundial de la Salud
denomin6d “Omicron” el pasado
viernes. La vacuna y su refuerzo
son preventivos clave para contraer
y propagar el virus que ha estado
afectando al mundo desde principios
de 2020.

El Departamento de Servicios de
Salud del Estado de Texas ofrece
vacunas de refuerzo de Moderna y
Pfizer en Presidio, y los residentes
pueden recibir el refuerzo los martes
a partir de las 9 de la mafiana. am a
3 pm en 701 Bomar Avenue. Para
programar una cita en Presidio,
llame al (432) 229-1540.

La ubicacion de PCHS Presidio,
o Clinica Médica del Condado
de Presidio, ofrece el refuerzo de
Moderna los lunes de 10:30 am a
1 pm También estan ofreciendo la
vacuna Pfizer para nifios los viernes
de 3 a 5 pm Se recomiendan citas,
llame al (432) 229- 3030.

Para aquellos que buscan vacunas
en dias que no sean lunes o martes,
Highland Drug en Alpine tiene las
tres marcas de refuerzo disponibles
todos los dias que estan abiertos.
No se necesita cita. Estan abiertos
de 8 am a 6 pm de lunes a viernes,
pero ofrecen refuerzos hasta las 5
pm la mayoria de los dias. Estan
abiertos los sabados de 9 am
al mediodia y dejan de ofrecer
refuerzos alrededor de las 11:30
am. Las vacunas Pfizer para nifios
estaran disponibles los sabados.
Se recomienda comprobante de
tarjeta de vacunacion, pero no es
obligatorio. Llame al (432) 837-
3931 para conocer los horarios
disponibles.
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Spay/neuter clinic

(Continued from page 1)

to spay or neuter their pets in the Big Bend. Vet
care at traditional clinics can be expensive — local
practitioners can charge anywhere from $130 to $350
for the procedure. Female dogs are priced on the more
expensive end of the spectrum because spaying is a
more invasive surgery. For lower-income residents in
the Big Bend, these costs can be prohibitive. “We felt
there was a need to go into markets where people don’t
have a lot of money,” said Nina Dietzel, a Marfa-based
artist and dog lover who has supported these clinics
since their inception.

Those barriers can also be cultural. “It’s not a real
common thing along the border for folks to spay and
neuter their pets,” Bishop explained. “It’s been a big
education and outreach project.”

For male animals, neutering can prevent behavioral
issues like roaming and spraying household belongings.
Spayed female animals tend to get fewer infections in
their reproductive system. “There’s this mistaken belief
that a female pet should have a litter before they’re
spayed,” Bishop explained. “That’s just not true.
Spaying and neutering is really important for all pets.
There’s so many unwanted animals and so little shelter
space, and we all try really hard to be no-kill.”

This time around, the Far West Texas Rescue Coalition
is partnering with Animal Balance, an organization that
got their start serving pets in the Galapagos Islands.
According to their website, Animal Balance volunteers
are “very used to working in remote settings with few
resources, often in another culture.”

“I’ve done dog rescue since I first landed in the
States,” Dietzel said. “In a small community like Marfa,
I think a lot of people find something that they feel fits
a need. I just kind of felt like personally I could foster
and foster and foster, but the only thing that truly moves
the needle out here in West Texas is to spay and neuter,
to make those litters of puppies not even appear in the
first place.”

The next Big Bend Big Fix will be held in Presidio
on Saturday, December 11, and in Marfa on Sunday,
December 12. The cost is $85 per cat or dog and includes
a rabies vaccine. For an additional cost, microchips and
vaccines against parvo and distemper are also available.
The organization can offer limited financial assistance
and transportation options to those who qualify. For
more information or to schedule an appointment, call
(432) 837-2532.

Giving tree at Presidio library to bring

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — Presidio residents hoping to make the
holidays a little brighter for the city’s kids are signing
up at the library to sponsor Christmas presents for
underprivileged local youth. The program was dreamed
up by Guadalupe Carrera of the Children’s Advocacy
Center of the Big Bend and Carmen Elguezabal of the
Presidio Public Library.

This is the first year Elguezabal is co-hosting the event.
Last year’s festivities were dampened by COVID. This
year, guests to the library had the opportunity to visit
the Giving Tree and choose an angel ornament with a
child’s name, their gender and their age. “We’re not
setting a price limit — it’s whatever you can afford to
donate,” Elguezabal explained.

The tree itself was donated by Terry and Tammy
Bishop, with additional support from Brenda Witty.
Terry Bishop is a frequent financial supporter of the
library, and Brenda Witty, a former Presidio Elementary
School principal, has always been generous in donating
her time. “I’ve got a lot of friends,” Elguezabal said.

Those friends were quick to act when flyers around
town advertising the program started popping up.
Carrera had come up with a list of 40 children in need
of gifts, and all of them were quickly claimed. The gifts
are due on December 17, when Elguezabal will deliver
them from the library to the Presidio branch of the

holiday joy to underprivileged kids
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Photo by Carmen Elguezabal
Carmen Elguezabal (left) of the Presidio Public Library
poses with Guadalupe Carrera of the Children’s
Advocacy Center in firont of the Giving Tree.
Children’s Advocacy Center.

Presidio residents who missed their chance to pick up
an angel can still support youth in need. Extra gifts can
be brought to the library at 1200 East O’Reilly Street
in case Giving Tree participants can’t bring goodies
to the library by the deadline. Cash donations can be
sent directly to the Children’s Advocacy Center of the
Big Bend, which has been supporting victims of child
abuse for over 25 years. For more information, call the
Presidio branch of the Children’s Advocacy Center at
(432) 229-4515.
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PMDD meeting

(Continued from page 1)

Executive Director Jeran Stephens put it more bluntly:
“The sun out here just eats paint.”

For unclear reasons, perhaps due to the pandemic,
the group hadn’t received as many applications as they
would have liked in the past year. “It’s coming up on
the end of 2021 and we haven’t funded a single grant,”
Board Member Patrick Manian fretted.

“It’s based on who applies,” Stephens explained. “If
we don’t get people applying, we don’t spend the money.
And the outside of a building aesthetically probably
hasn’t been your priority for the past 18 months [during
the pandemic].”

Despite those hurdles, the group hopes the program
will be a visual and economic boost for the town. “The
application is only one page and your materials have to
be local,” she stressed.

One business owner had slipped through the cracks
as the organization changed hands halfway through this
year: Juany Rodriguez of Ell’s Beauty Salon. The board
moved to approve her request for reimbursement of
paint and supplies, and hoped to promote and amplify
the project in the future.

Next, the PMDD tackled an ongoing conversation
about the role of the Presidio Cultural Development
Association. Back in August, Presidio City Council
rescinded a resolution recognizing the PCDA,
essentially cutting the organization’s ties with the city,
including a controversial mural and a series of rock
planters outside city hall. The PMDD offered to take
over the rest of the project and discussed the future of
their role in another important PCDA initiative: the
Presidio Farmer’s Market.

The Presidio Farmers Market has been around in
different forms and run by different groups since 2012.
After a long hiatus, it was re-started by the PCDA in
2020, and is hosted along O’Reilly Street in downtown
Presidio every Saturday. Elvira Hermosillo has been
volunteering to run the market since its rebranding. “The
market is all about the vendors, I’m just here to support
them,” she emphasized. Her duties involve opening the
door to the Slack building — the stone building with
the shade structure that serves as the backdrop for the
weekly Saturday markets — and helping vendors set up
chairs and tables.

The market’s attendance and offerings have fluctuated
in the past year. One challenge its boosters face is
diversifying the market’s offerings, which typically
include food stands that sell barbeque, tortas, gorditas,
tacos and other street food items. “I’ve only seen one
person selling something that wasn’t a prepared food
item once in 90 days,” Stephens said.

PMDD members officially voted not to advertise or
financially support the farmer’s market unless specially

asked by Hermosillo but tossed around ideas that might
help make it a more popular event. Live music, better
seating and more shade structures were touted as ways
to drive business. “For some of the vendors, that’s their
livelihood,” Hermosillo explained. “I want it to be a
place where we can go eat and socialize, a weekend
activity where you can go hang out.”

To cap off the meeting, the board discussed expanding
Presidio’s recreational offerings, a hot topic among
locals at a brainstorming workshop hosted at the Oasis
Restaurant on November 17. Motorcycle culture is
thriving in Presidio — the city’s website touts itself as
“motorcycle heaven” — but board members wanted to
improve spaces to get outside and play, especially for
cyclists, skateboarders, dog lovers and local kids.

Since November’s workshop, the PMDD has launched
a survey over social media to gauge the public’s interest
in different types of outdoor recreational facilities.
Stephens reported that there was overwhelming support
for the idea of a town skate park. “A few years ago,
some of the high school kids got together and tried to
raise money to build a skate park. I don’t really know
why that didn’t happen — maybe they just didn’t put
enough cash together,” Stephens said.

“But I think it was still a great idea. And I think it
would still be something that would benefit our existing
population and visitors.”

The group also surveyed the public about support for
more biking trails and a dog park. The board is also
seeking bids for a contractor to build a large shade
structure for the playground next to the public pool. It’1l
be a high-dollar project, but one that the board feels is
“non-negotiable.”

“If we were any place else in the country, it might
not be such a big deal,” Stephens said. “I’ve driven by
at eight o’clock at night on a July evening, and that’s
the first time kids can physically touch the playground
because it’s so darn hot. My goal is to have that done by
May. I’m not sure yet if that’s possible, but we’re sure
going to try to have it done by summer.”

The group hopes that having more attractive outdoor
facilities will entice families passing through Presidio as
part of a Big Bend vacation, and, long term, encourage
folks born and raised in Presidio to have families of
their own in town. “I think one of the things that sets
us apart is we are very family oriented,” Stephens said.
“The majority of the people who live here have been
here for generations and they love this place. They want
good things for this community and they want their
children to be able to come back here and earn a living,
a good quality of life. But first you’ve got to build the
infrastructure.”

Presidio posada

(Continued from page 1)

said. “The best part was just being able to see everyone
smiling.”

A highlight of any parade in Presidio, including
this one, is an appearance by the Classic Car Club, an
informal alliance of local folks with vintage wheels.
“We have a lot of classic cars here in Presidio,”
Velasquez-Ornelas explained. “This year they decided
to put [Christmas] lights on their vehicles.”

Most of the unofficial members of the Classic Car
Club are business owners from around town, with
representatives from Rohana Auto Service, First
Presidio Bank, Pancho’s Pizza and many more.
Local businesses of all stripes as well as the Presidio
Municipal Development District donated time, money
and goodies to the cause. “The city employees also did
a lot, man,” Velasquez-Ornelas said. “I want to thank
everyone who worked really hard on this event.”

This was the fourth year in a row Presidio has rigged
up a Christmas tree made of creosote for the official
city tree lighting ceremony. It’s a tradition that comes
from the Mexican side of the Big Bend, where pine
trees are few but guame, or greasewood, is plentiful. It
was chosen over other local woody bushes for practical
reasons. Mesquite, though its branches are a bit more
rugged, is treacherously spiky.

The creosote tree is made by lashing individual
branches to a wooden frame and then decorating it like
a typical pine Christmas tree. The new tradition means
that Presidio has developed its own signature Christmas
smell. “When it rains in Presidio, that’s the first thing
you smell, the guame,” Velasquez-Ornelas explained.
“When you smell our tree, it doesn’t smell like pine —
it smells like rain.”

Nereida Marquez led the children’s choir, one of the
highlights of Friday night’s festivities. The C.0.O.L.
Kids, short for “Christ our only Lord,” performed at
Santa Teresa Catholic Church last year as a way to
spread holiday cheer when services were few and far

between during the pandemic.

The kids have been hard at work for weeks learning
their Christmas program. They started off their
performance with a few church classics, but wrapped
up with secular hits, including the group’s favorite,
“Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree.”

Most of the C.0.0.L. Kids are in their second year of
First Communion class at Santa Teresa, but they range
in age from four to 12. Marquez’s four-year-old son
is the youngest participant — so young he can’t read
the group’s lyrics, but instead memorizes the music
by coming to practice. “He’s always like, ‘Mom, you
didn’t get sheets for me!” I tell him ‘Christopher, you
don’t know how to read yet, hold on!’ But he’s always
there, he sings the chorus lines, he remembers them all.”

Though the group is based at the Catholic church, it’s
open to anybody who wants to participate. In less-busy
weeks, they try to get together a few times a week, but
lately they’ve been lucky to coordinate twice-a-week
practice. Still, for Marquez and the rest of the C.O.O.L.
Kids crew, it’s a labor of love. “It’s really joyful because
they’re so young,” she said. “Whatever you teach them,
they just soak it in. They don’t hold back. It’s beautiful.”

As part of the tree-lighting ceremony and Santa meet-
and-greet, every young Presidio resident was invited
to pick out gifts. Funding came in part from private
donations and from the Dollar Tree, whose program to
round up purchases contributed to the 350 Christmas
gifts distributed at the event. “As long as you involve the
children of Presidio, people will come out,” Velasquez-
Ornelas attested.

“The whole production went off without a hitch,”
said City Administrator Brad Newton. “What I really
liked about it is we kicked off the Christmas season in
Presidio early, on the 3rd. So everybody’s in the spirit,
the decorations are up. We’re already saying ‘Merry
Christmas’ around here.”
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Photo by Hannah Gentiles for The Presidio International

The Presidio Volunteer Fire Department drives their festively decorated fire truck in the parade, kicking off Friday
Night’s posada.
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Clinica de esterilizacion / castracion

(Continuacién de la pagina 1)

dijo Jeanine Bishop, directora ejecutiva de Alpine
Humane Society. “Ahorra [a nuestros refugios] mucho
dinero y hace que se fabriquen muchos animales”.

Bishop explicoé que existen muchas barreras para los
duefios de mascotas que buscan esterilizar o castrar a
sus mascotas en Big Bend. La atencion veterinaria
en las clinicas tradicionales puede ser costosa: los
médicos locales pueden cobrar entre $ 130 y $ 350
por el procedimiento. Las perras tienen un precio en el
extremo mas caro del espectro porque la esterilizacion
es una cirugia mas invasiva. Para los residentes de
bajos ingresos en Big Bend, estos costos pueden ser
prohibitivos. “Sentimos que era necesario ingresar a
mercados donde la gente no tiene mucho dinero”, dijo
Nina Dietzel, una artista de Marfa y amante de los
perros que ha apoyado a estas clinicas desde sus inicios.

Esas barreras también pueden ser culturales. “No
es algo muy comun a lo largo de la frontera que las
personas esterilicen y castren a sus mascotas”, explico
Bishop. “Ha sido un gran proyecto educativo y de
divulgacion”.

Para los animales machos, la esterilizacion puede
prevenir problemas de comportamiento como deambular
y rociar las pertenencias del hogar. Las hembras
esterilizadas tienden a contraer menos infecciones en su
sistema reproductivo. “Existe la creencia erronea de que
una mascota hembra debe tener una camada antes de
ser esterilizada”, explicd Bishop. “Eso no es cierto. La
esterilizacion y castracion es realmente importante para

todas las mascotas. Hay tantos animales no deseados
y tan poco espacio de refugio, y todos nos esforzamos
mucho para no matar ”.

Esta vez, la Coalicion de Rescate del Far West Texas
se esta asociando con Animal Balance, una organizacion
que comenz0d a servir mascotas en las Islas Galapagos.
Segtin su sitio web, los voluntarios de Animal Balance
estin “muy acostumbrados a trabajar en entornos
remotos con pocos recursos, a menudo en otra cultura”.

“He rescatado perros desde que aterricé por primera
vez en Estados Unidos”, dijo Dietzel. “En una
comunidad pequefia como Marfa, creo que mucha
gente encuentra algo que siente que se adapta a una
necesidad. Senti que personalmente podia criar y criar
y criar, pero lo tinico que realmente mueve la aguja aqui
en el oeste de Texas es esterilizar y castrar, para hacer
que esas camadas de cachorros ni siquiera aparezcan en
primer lugar .

El préximo Big Bend Big Fix se llevara a cabo en
Presidio el sabado 11 de diciembre y en Marfa el
domingo 12 de diciembre. El costo es de $ 85 por gato
o perro ¢ incluye una vacuna contra la rabia. Por un
costo adicional, también se encuentran disponibles
microchips y vacunas contra el parvo y el moquillo.
La organizacion puede ofrecer asistencia financiera
limitada y opciones de transporte a quienes califiquen.
Para obtener mas informacion o para programar una
cita, llame al (432) 837-2532.

La Escuela de Artes
Constructivas de
Terlingua lanza

una recaudacion de

fondos para expandir
la programacion

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

RANCHO DE TERLINGUA — “;Como podemos
ofrecer hogares de la tierra sin destruir nuestro hogar,
la tierra?” Esa es la pregunta que Bob Estrin, director
ejecutivo de la Escuela de Artes Constructivas de
Terlingua, usa para guiar a la organizacion. En una
region conocida por el adobe, Estrin estd combinando
métodos de construccion locales basados en la tierra
con un enfoque mundial, extrayendo informacion de las
tradiciones de construccion antiguas en todo el mundo,
asi como la ultima tecnologia en vida sostenible.

La Escuela de Artes Constructivas es una escuela de
campo con sede en la antigua granja de Don Bryant,
un antiguo residente de Terlingua Ranch conocido por
construir cupulas distintivas con barras de refuerzo y
ferrocemento. “Era amado por muchos”, dijo Estrin.
“Era un constructor, un maestro, un granjero, una
especie de tipo excéntrico”.

Dré Williams, un cocinero del Bad Rabbit Café de
Terlingua Ranch Lodge, posee 65 acres justo al final
de la calle del antiguo lugar de Bryant. “Solia andar en
bicicleta a todas partes o hacer autostop en la carretera
del rancho”, record6 Williams. “Le estaba dando un
aventon, y asi fue como me lo presentaron. Me conto
todo sobre las casas abovedadas ““. Durante los siguientes
afios, Williams y Bryant entablaron una amistad como
vecinos y compaileros constructores de la tierra. “Me
ensefld mucho sobre como hacer las cosas, trabajar con
rocas y todo tipo de cosas que puedes usar aqui sin tener
que pagar un centavo en McCoy”.

Estrin, un arquitecto, conocié a Bryant en un viaje
a Big Bend en 2017. Fue presentado a Bryant por
James Jackson, un agrimensor y activista ambiental.
Jackson y Bryant habian querido durante mucho tiempo
comenzar una escuela de campo juntos en el rancho,
luego llamaron Brighter Day School. Justo antes de su
muerte en 2019, un grupo de lugarefios de toda la region
se formo para ayudar a hacer realidad ese suefio. Era
una coalicion poco probable forjada por constructores
locales, duefios de negocios y bichos raros, incluidos los
notables residentes del sur del condado Jon Sufficool y
Cynta de Narvaez.

Mientras Bryant todavia estaba vivo, Estrin se
desempend como consultor para la construccion de
la escuela. Después de su muerte, la pasion de Estrin
por el proyecto se intensificé y dio un paso al frente
para servir como lider de una organizacion que haria
avanzar la vision de Bryant de un centro educativo para
la construccion basada en la tierra, la vida en el desierto
y el estudio ecoldgico. Los rumores comenzaron a
arremolinarse en el rancho sobre lo que sucederia con
la casa de Bryant. “Estdbamos un poco preocupados
cuando nos enteramos de que iban a hacer un museo,
pero luego conocimos a los muchachos que estaban
aqui y eran muy buenos. Parecia que le darian vida a
todo lo que empez6 aqui ”, recordé Williams.

Con la bendicion de la comunidad, Estrin avanzo6 a
toda velocidad, con la ayuda del cofundador James
Jackson y Lizette Rohana, una amiga de Bryant de

Presidio que ha servido a la organizacion desde el
primer dia. “Estamos a punto de hacer crecer la junta,
es un gran grupo formando”, dijo Estrin. “Somos
una organizacion pequefia, por lo que todos llevamos
muchos sombreros”.

Laprimaverapasada, la Escuela de Artes Constructivas
lanzé un programa piloto de voluntarios destinado
a limpiar la propiedad y construirla como un campus
que podria albergar a futuros estudiantes. El esfuerzo
de limpieza no fue poca cosa. A lo largo de los afios,
uno de los edificios se habia visto abrumado por mas
de cuatro pies de basura. “Lo limpiamos por completo,
lo estabilizamos, arreglamos el techo.. Lo volvimos
a cablear y pusimos en marcha un taller basico de
carpinteria ”, dijo Estrin.

A cambio de todo su arduo trabajo, los voluntarios
disfrutaron de un mundo de experiencias reveladoras.
En un viaje de campo, el grupo piloto de seis se
aventurd a Ojinaga, donde participaron en un taller de
adobe dirigido por el adobero local Sandro Cénovas.
Luego, Rohana coordiné una visita a la casa de adobe
del artista Carlos Rohana para estudiar técnicas de
enfriamiento pasivo. De vuelta en su campamento
base de Terlingua Ranch, también construyeron un
panel solar, construyeron un horno de pizza de barro y
caminaron hasta el South Rim.

Estrin quiere expandir la programacion a estudiantes
de todas las edades. Actualmente esta trabajando con un
salon de clases en Presidio ISD para, con suerte, traer a
los estudiantes mas jovenes a Terlingua Ranch para “un
plan de estudios basado en la experiencia”. “;Por qué
ocurren las estaciones? ;Qué es el ciclo del carbono?
Este tipo de preguntas, pero a través de programas
practicos ”, explico.

Idealmente, la programacion en vivo estara dirigida a
estudiantes en edad universitaria. “La gran idea para el
futuro es acoger a estudiantes en edad universitaria que
salen, aprenden, viven alli, experimentan el desierto,
experimentan vivir minimamente cerca de la tierra, y
luego regresan a sus programas, y eso transforma su
educacion y su practica profesional ”, explico. “Ese es el
objetivo a largo plazo, tratar de integrarse con colegios
y universidades y conseguir una conexion institucional
que tenga un alcance mas amplio”.

Para albergar a la proxima clase de voluntarios, Estrin
ha lanzado una recaudacion de fondos para ayudar
a construir una ducha, un inodoro de compostaje
y una estructura de sombra liviana para albergar y
cocinar. Los estudiantes que lleguen en el otofno de
2022 comenzaran a trabajar en el edificio principal
del campus, una estructura basada en la tierra que se
utilizara para albergar talleres y eventos.

Para Estrin, un graduado de Cooper Union y ex
arquitecto de la firma, el proyecto es mas que solo
hacer ladrillos de barro en el calor de Terlingua. “El
conocimiento tradicional, el conocimiento incorporado
que las personas obtienen al construir por si mismas, no
se abre camino en el mundo académico”, explico. “Y
luego la gente se graduara de la escuela de arquitectura
y pasard toda su vida disefiando edificios con muy poca
experiencia o conocimiento directo de la construccion,
de las realidades materiales que estan dictando.
Entonces, un gran aspecto de lo que estamos tratando
de hacer es unir esos dos mundos “.

Se anima a los locales que deseen visitar la escuela
o asistir a futuros talleres a que visiten el sitio web de
la Escuela de Artes Constructivas y se suscriban a la
opcion “local” del boletin. “Cualquiera que quiera venir
y trabajar con nosotros por un dia o dos, o simplemente
venir y decir ‘hola’, lo agradecemos”, dijo Estrin. La
escuela también alberga una pagina de Instagram @
constructivearts para aquellos que deseen estar al tanto
del progreso de la organizacion. Las donaciones se
pueden hacer en linea en constructivearts.org.
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junta Lizette Rohana.

El director ejecutivo Jeran Stephens lo expres6é de
manera mas directa: “El sol aqui solo come pintura”.

Por razones poco claras, quizés debido a la pandemia,
el grupo no habia recibido tantas solicitudes como les
hubiera gustado el afio pasado. “Esta llegando elfinal de
2021 y no hemos financiado una sola subvencion,” se
preocupd miembro de la Junta Patrick Manian.

“Se basa en quién se postula”, explicd Stephens.
“Si no conseguimos que la gente presente la solicitud,
no gastamos el dinero. Y el exterior de un edificio,
estéticamente, probablemente no ha sido su prioridad
durante los Gltimos 18 meses [durante la pandemia] “.

A pesar de esos obstaculos, el grupo espera que el
programa sea un impulso visual y econdémico para
la ciudad. “La aplicacion es de una sola pagina y sus
materiales tienen que ser locales”, enfatizo.

El propietario de un negocio se habia escapado de
las grietas cuando la organizacion cambié de manos a
mediados de este afio: Juany Rodriguez de Ell’s Beauty
Salon. La junta hizo la mocidn para aprobar su solicitud
de reembolso de pintura y suministros, y esperaba
promover y ampliar el proyecto en el futuro.

A continuacion, el PMDD abordd una conversacion
en curso sobre el papel de la Asociacion de Desarrollo
Cultural de Presidio. En agosto, el Ayuntamiento de
Presidio anuld una resolucion que reconocia a la PCDA,
esencialmente cortando los lazos de la organizacion
con la ciudad, incluido un mural controvertido y una
serie de plantadores de rocas fuera del ayuntamiento. El
PMDD se ofreci6 a hacerse cargo del resto del proyecto
y discutio el futuro de su papel en otra importante
iniciativa de PCDA: el mercado de agricultores de
Presidio.

El mercado de agricultores de Presidio ha existido
en diferentes formas y dirigido por diferentes grupos
desde 2012. Después de una larga pausa, el PCDA lo
reinicié en 2020 y se realiza a lo largo de O’Reilly
Street en el centro de Presidio todos los sabados.
Elvira Hermosillo se ha ofrecido como voluntaria para
administrar el mercado desde su cambio de marca.
“El mercado se trata de proveedores, solo estoy aqui
para apoyarlos”, enfatizd. Sus deberes incluyen abrir
la puerta del edificio Slack, el edificio de piedra con
la estructura de sombra que sirve como telon de fondo
para los mercados semanales de los sabados, y ayudar a
los vendedores a instalar sillas y mesas.

La asistencia y las ofertas del mercado han fluctuado
durante el ultimo afio. Un desafio que enfrentan sus
impulsores es la diversificacion de las ofertas del
mercado, que generalmente incluyen puestos de
comida que venden parrilladas, tortas, gorditas, tacos
y otros articulos de comida callejera. “Solo he visto a
una persona vendiendo algo que no era un alimento
preparado una vez en 90 dias”, dijo Stephens.

Los miembros del PMDD votaron oficialmente para
no publicitar o apoyar financieramente el mercado
de agricultores a menos que Hermosillo lo pidiera

especialmente, pero arrojaron ideas que podrian ayudar
a que sea un evento mas popular. Se promocionod la
musica en vivo, mejores asientos y mas estructuras de
sombra como formas de impulsar el negocio. “Para
algunos de los vendedores, ese es su medio de vida”,
explicé Hermosillo. “Quiero que sea un lugar donde
podamos ir a comer y socializar, una actividad de fin de
semana donde puedas pasar el rato .

Para culminar la reunion, la junta discutio la expansion
de las ofertas recreativas de Presidio, un tema candente
entre los lugarefios en un taller de intercambio de ideas
que se llevé a cabo en el Restaurante Oasis el 17 de
noviembre. pero los miembros de la junta querian
mejorar los espacios para salir y jugar, especialmente
para ciclistas, patinadores, amantes de los perros y
nifios locales.

Desde el taller de noviembre, el PMDD ha lanzado una
encuesta en las redes sociales para medir el interés del
publico en diferentes tipos de instalaciones recreativas
al aire libre. Stephens inform6é que hubo un apoyo
abrumador para la idea de un parque de patinaje en la
ciudad. “Hace unos afios, algunos de los estudiantes de
secundaria se reunieron y trataron de recaudar fondos
para construir un parque de patinaje. Realmente no sé
por qué no sucedi6 eso, tal vez simplemente no juntaron
suficiente efectivo ”, dijo Stephens.

“Pero creo que aun fue una gran idea. Y creo que
aun seria algo que beneficiaria a nuestra poblacion y
visitantes actuales “.

El grupo también encuestd al publico sobre el apoyo
a mas senderos para bicicletas y un parque para perros.
La junta también estd buscando ofertas para que un
contratista construya una gran estructura de sombra
para el patio de recreo junto a la piscina publica. Sera
un proyecto de mucho dinero, pero uno que la junta
considera “no negociable”.

“Si estuviéramos en cualquier otro lugar del pais,
podria no ser tan importante”, dijo Stephens. “Pasé¢ a
las ocho de la noche en una noche de julio, y esa es la
primera vez que los nifios pueden tocar fisicamente el
patio de recreo porque hace mucho calor. Mi objetivo es
lograrlo en mayo. Todavia no estoy seguro de si eso es
posible, pero estamos seguros de que intentaremos que
esté listo para el verano “.

El grupo espera que tener instalaciones al aire libre
mas atractivas atraiga a las familias que pasan por
Presidio como parte de unas vacaciones en Big Bend
y, a largo plazo, anime a las personas nacidas y criadas
en Presidio a tener sus propias familias en la ciudad.
“Creo que una de las cosas que nos distingue es que
estamos muy orientados a la familia”,Stephens dijo. “La
mayoria de las personas que viven aqui han estado aqui
durante generaciones y les encanta este lugar. Quieren
cosas buenas para esta comunidad y quieren que sus
hijos puedan volver aqui y ganarse la vida, una buena
calidad de vida. Pero primero tienes que construir la
infraestructura .

Presidio posada
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pandemia con una gran fiesta.

“Todos estaban realmente emocionados de que
pudiéramos hacer algo como esto nuevamente, con la
banda de la escuela y las carrozas y el coro”, dijo. “La
mejor parte fue poder ver a todos sonriendo”.

Un punto culminante de cualquier desfile en Presidio,
incluido este, es la aparicion del Classic Car Club,
una alianza informal de gente local con automobiles
antiguos. “Tenemos muchos autos clasicos aqui en
Presidio”, explicd Velasquez-Ornelas. “Este afio
decidieron poner luces [de Navidad] en sus vehiculos”.

La mayoria de los miembros no oficiales del Classic
Car Club son duefios de negocios de la ciudad, con
representantes de Rohana Auto Service, First Presidio
Bank, Pancho’s Pizza y muchos mas. Empresas
locales de todo tipo, asi como el Distrito de Desarrollo
Municipal de Presidio, donaron tiempo, dinero y
obsequios a la causa. “Los empleados de la ciudad
también hicieron mucho, hombre”, dijo Velasquez-
Ornelas. “Quiero agradecer a todos los que trabajaron
muy duro en este evento”.

Este fue el cuarto afio consecutivo que Presidio ha
instalado un arbol de Navidad hecho de creosota para la
ceremonia oficial de iluminacion del arbol de la ciudad.
Es una tradicion que proviene del lado mexicano del
Big Bend, donde los pinos son pocos, pero el guame,
o greasewood, es abundante. Se eligid sobre otros
arbustos lefiosos locales por razones practicas. El
mezquite, aunque sus ramas son un poco mas rugosas,
es traicioneramente puntiagudo.

El arbol de creosota se hace amarrando ramas
individuales a un marco de madera y luego decorandolo
como un arbol de Navidad de pino tipico. La nueva
tradicion significa que Presidio ha desarrollado su
propio olor navidefio caracteristico. “Cuando llueve
en Presidio, eso es lo primero que hueles, el guame”,
explico Velasquez-Ornelas. “Cuando hueles nuestro
arbol, no huele a pino, huele a lluvia”.

Nereida Marquez dirigi6 el coro de nifios, uno de los
aspectos mas destacados de las festividades del viernes
por la noche. Los COOL Kids, abreviatura de “Cristo

nuestro Unico Seflor”, se presentaron en la Iglesia
Catolica de Santa Teresa el afio pasado como una forma
de difundir la alegria navidefia cuando los servicios
eran pocos y espaciados durante la pandemia.

Los nifios han estado trabajando duro durante semanas
aprendiendo su programa navidefio. Comenzaron
su actuacion con algunos clésicos de la iglesia, pero
terminaron con éxitos seculares, incluido el favorito del
grupo, “Rockin ‘Around the Christmas Tree”.

La mayoria de los COOL Kids estan en su segundo
afno de la clase de Primera Comunidn en Santa Teresa,
pero tienen entre 4 y 12 afios. El hijo de Marquez de
cuatro afos es el participante mas joven, tan joven que
no puede leer la letra del grupo, sino que memoriza la
musica viniendo a practicar. “Siempre me dice, ‘{Mama,
no me compraste partituras!” Le digo ‘Christopher,
todavia no sabes leer, jespera!’ Pero ¢l siempre esta ahi,
canta las lineas del coro, las recuerda todas “.

Aunque el grupo tiene su sede en la iglesia catolica,
estd abierto a cualquiera que quiera participar. En
las semanas menos ocupadas, intentan reunirse unas
cuantas veces a la semana, pero ultimamente han tenido
la suerte de coordinar la practica dos veces por semana
. Auln asi, para Marquez y el resto del equipo de COOL
Kids, es una labor de amor. “Es muy alegre porque son
tan jovenes”, dijo. “Lo que sea que les ensefies, ellos
simplemente lo absorben. No se detienen. Es hermoso.”

Como parte de la ceremonia de encendido del arbol
y el encuentro con Santa, se invitd a todos los jovenes
residentes de Presidio a elegir regalos. La financiacion
provino en parte de donaciones privadas y del Dollar
Tree, cuyo programa de redondeo de compras contribuy6
a los 350 obsequios de Navidad distribuidos en el
evento. “Mientras involucre a los niflos de Presidio, la
gente saldra del armario”,Velasquez-Ornelas atestiguo.

“Toda la produccion se desarrolld sin problemas”, dijo
el administrador de la ciudad Brad Newton. “Lo que
realmente me gustd es que comenzamos la temporada
navidefia en Presidio temprano, el dia 3. Asi que todo el
mundo esta en el espiritu, las decoraciones estan listas.
Ya estamos diciendo ‘Feliz Navidad’ por aqui “.

Regalando un arbol en la biblioteca de Presidio para traer alegria navidena a los
ninos desfavorecidos

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — Los residentes de Presidio que esperan
hacer las fiestas un poco mas alegres para los nifios de
la ciudad se estan inscribiendo en la biblioteca para
patrocinar regalos de Navidad para los jovenes locales
desfavorecidos . El programa fue ideado por Guadalupe
Carrera del Centro de Defensa de la Infancia de Big
Bend y Carmen Elguezabal de la Biblioteca Publica de
Presidio.

Este es el primer afio que Elguezabal es coanfitrion
del evento. Las festividades del afio pasado se vieron
empafiadas por COVID. Este afio, los invitados a la
biblioteca tuvieron la oportunidad de visitar el arbol de
donaciones y elegir un adorno de angel con el nombre
de un niflo, su género y su edad. “No estamos fijando un
limite de precio, es todo lo que puede donar”, explico
Elguezabal.

El arbol en si fue donado por Terry y Tammy Bishop,
con el apoyo adicional de Brenda Witty. Terry Bishop
es un partidario financiero frecuente de la biblioteca,

—,

y Brenda Witty, ex directora de la Escuela Primaria
Presidio, siempre ha sido generosa al donar su tiempo.
“Tengo muchos amigos”, dijo Elguezabal.

Esos amigos se apresuraron a actuar cuando empezaron
a aparecer volantes por la ciudad que anunciaban el
programa. Carrera habia elaborado una lista de 40 nifios
que necesitaban regalos, y todos fueron rapidamente
reclamados. Los obsequios vencen el 17 de diciembre,
cuando Elguezabal los entregara de la biblioteca a la
sucursal de Presidio del Children’s Advocacy Center.

Losresidentes de Presidio que perdieron la oportunidad

— o,

de recoger a un angel atin pueden apoyar a los jovenes
necesitados. Se pueden traer regalos adicionales a la
biblioteca en 1200 East O’Reilly Street en caso de que
los participantes de Giving Tree no puedan traer regalos
a la biblioteca antes de la fecha limite. Las donaciones
en efectivo se pueden enviar directamente al Children’s
Advocacy Center of the Big Bend, que ha estado
apoyando a las victimas de abuso infantil durante mas
de 25 afos. Para obtener mas informacion, llame a la
sucursal de Presidio del Children’s Advocacy Center al
(432) 229-4515.
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Terlingua’s School of
Constructive Arts launches
fundraiser to expand
programming

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

TERLINGUA RANCH — “How do we provide homes from the earth
without destroying our home, the earth?” That’s the question that Bob
Estrin, executive director of Terlingua’s School of Constructive Arts, uses
to guide the organization. In a region known for adobe, Estrin is combining
local earth-based building methods with a worldwide focus, pulling insight
from ancient building traditions across the globe as well as the latest
technology in sustainable living.

The School of Constructive Arts is a field school based in the former
homestead of Don Bryant, a longtime Terlingua Ranch resident known for
building distinctive domes out of rebar and ferrocement. “He was beloved
by many,” Estrin said. “He was a builder, a teacher, a farmer, kind of an
eccentric guy.”

Dré Williams, a cook at Terlingua Ranch Lodge’s Bad Rabbit Café, owns
65 acres just down the road from Bryant’s old place. “He used to ride his
bike everywhere, or hitchhike the ranch road,” Williams remembered. “I
was giving him a ride, and that’s how I was introduced to him. He told me
all about the dome houses.” Over the next few years, Williams and Bryant
struck up a friendship as neighbors and fellow earth builders. “He taught
me a lot about how to do things, working with rocks and all kinds of stuff
you can use out here without having to pay a pretty penny at McCoy’s.”

Estrin, an architect, met Bryant on a trip to the Big Bend in 2017. He was
introduced to Bryant by James Jackson, a land surveyor and environmental
activist. Jackson and Bryant had long wanted to start a field school together
on the ranch, then called the Brighter Day School. Just before his death
in 2019, a group of locals from across the region formed to help make
that dream a reality. It was an unlikely coalition forged by local builders,
business owners and oddballs, including notable south county residents Jon
Sufficool and Cynta de Narvaez.

Photo by Rinne Allen
From left to right: T Palermo, Bob Estrin, Jack Brooks and Francis Rosa
participate in a workshop at the School of Constructive Arts

While Bryant was still alive, Estrin served as a consultant for the school’s
construction. After his death, Estrin’s passion for the project intensified, and
he stepped up to serve as a leader for an organization that would advance
Bryant’s vision of an educational center for earth-based building, desert
living and ecological study. Rumors started to swirl around the ranch about
what would happen to Bryant’s place. “We were a little worried when we
heard they were going to make a museum, but then we met the guys that
were out here, and they were pretty cool. It seemed like they would bring to
life everything he started out here,” Williams remembered.

With the community’s blessing, Estrin went full speed ahead, aided by
co-founder James Jackson and Lizette Rohana, a friend of Bryant’s from
Presidio who has served the organization since day one. “We’re about to
grow the board — it’s a great group forming,” Estrin said. “We’re a small
organization, so we’re all wearing many hats.”

Last spring, the School of Constructive Arts launched a pilot volunteer
program aimed at cleaning up the property and building it out as a campus
that could host future students. The cleanup effort was no small feat. Over
the years, one of the buildings had become weighed down with over four
feet of trash. “We’ve totally cleared it out, stabilized it, got the roof sound.
We rewired it and got a basic woodworking shop going,” Estrin said.

In return for all their hard work, the volunteers were treated to a world of
eye-opening experiences. On one field trip, the pilot group of six ventured
to Ojinaga, where they participated in an adobe workshop led by local
adobero Sandro Canovas. Rohana then coordinated a visit to the adobe
home of artist Carlos Rohana to study passive cooling techniques. Back at
their Terlingua Ranch base camp, they also constructed a solar array, built
an earthen pizza oven and hiked to the South Rim.

Estrin wants to expand programming to students of all ages. He’s currently
working with a classroom at Presidio ISD to hopefully bring younger
students out to Terlingua Ranch for “an experience-based curriculum.”
“Why do seasons happen? What’s the carbon cycle? These kinds of
questions, but through hands-on programs,” he explained.

The live-in programming will ideally be aimed at college-aged students.
“The big idea for the future is to host college-aged students who come out,
they learn, they live there, they experience the desert, they experience living
minimally close to the land, and then they go back to their programs, and
it transforms their education and their professional practice,” he explained.
“That’s the long-term goal, trying to integrate with colleges and universities
and get an institutional connection that will have a broader reach.”

To house the next class of volunteers, Estrin has launched a fundraiser to
help build a shower, a composting toilet and a lightweight shade structure
for shelter and cooking. The students who arrive in fall 2022 will then begin
work on the campus’ main building, an earth-based structure that will be
used to host workshops and events.

For Estrin — a graduate of Cooper Union and a former firm architect
— the project is about more than just making mud bricks in the Terlingua
heat. “Traditional knowledge, embodied knowledge that people gain from
building by themselves, doesn’t make its way into the academic world,”
he explained. “And then people will graduate from architecture school and
spend an entire lifetime designing buildings with very little experience or
direct knowledge of construction, of the material realities which they’re
dictating. So a big aspect of what we’re trying to do is bring together those
two worlds.”

Locals who wish to visit the school or attend future workshops are
encouraged to visit the School for Constructive Arts website and sign up for
the newsletter’s “local” option. “Anyone who wants to come out and work
with us for a day or two, or just come by and say ‘hi,” we welcome that,”
Estrin said. The school also hosts an Instagram page @constructivearts for
those who wish to keep tabs on the organization’s progress. Donations can
be made online at constructivearts.org.

JOBS PUBLIC NOTICES

Available jobs: Full Time Front Desk Supervisor,
Dental Hygienist, Pharmacy Clerk
Applications may be picked up at
1501 N. Erma, Presidio, TX or call 432-837-4812.
Please call before arrival.

Presidio County Medical Clinic ® 1501 N. Erma Ave

PRESIDIO COUNTY, COUNTY & DISTRICT CLERK'S OFFICE IS5
HIRING FOR FULL TIME DEPUTY CLERK.

* Looking for a dependable, hardworking, organized person.
= Office experience a plus but not necessary.
= Bilingual preferred but not required

lob Description — Assist customers, filing records, filing cases, all and

any duties pertaining to the County Office and District Office.

Pay rate depending on experience. Benefits given.
Please come by the Office and pick up an application.
Email to flor.zubia@co.presidio.tx.us
Application deadline is December 17, 2021.

For any question please call 432-729-3857

US Government Property for Sale
SEALED BID SALE

304 N. Bagley Ave., Presidio, TX
0.23 Acres +/-
3BR, 2 Bath
1,150 Sq. Ft. House

https://realestatesales.gov
For more information contact
William Rollings at 817-978-4324
U.S. GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

PRESIDIO COUNTY TAX OFFICE IS ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS FOR A FULL TIME DEPUTY CLERK IN THE
PRESIDIO COUNTY ANNEX TAX OFFICE

_Requirements:
¢ High School Diploma or GED
e Dependable, reliable, hardworking organized person
* Office experience a Elus but not necessary
e Bilingual in English/Spanish preferred

Job Description — Assist the public, process property tax,
motor vehicle, alcoholic beverage license fees, voter
registration and other duties required in the everyday
operation of the tax office

Please come by the office in Marfa or Presidio and pick up
. . anapplication L
Email to natalia.williams.pctac@co.presidio.tx.us
Application deadline is December 22, 2021
For any questions please call 432-729-4081

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of Public Meeting to Discuss the Presidio ISD State
Financial Accountability Rating.

Presidio I1SD will hold a public meeting at 6:30 p.m. on
December 14, 2021, in the Board Room at the Presidio
Administration Building on 701 E. Market Street in
Presidio, Texas.

The purpose of this meeting is to discuss the Presidio ISD
rating on the State’s Financial Accountability System.

NOW HIRING
THE BIG BEND SENTINEL/PRESIDIO INTERNATIONAL 1S HIRING A MANAGING
EDITOR. VISIT OUR WEBPAGE TO LEARN MORE AND APPLY:
HTTPS://BIGBENDSENTINEL.COM/REPORTER-APPLICATION/

THE PRESIDIO COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT
WILL BE CLOSED

DECEMBER 13 - 16
MONDAY THRU THURSDAY

FOR STAFF TRAINING IN SAN MARCOS
IF YOU NEED ASSISTANCE PLEASE CONTACT OUR ANNEX

OFFICE IN PRESIDIO AT (432) 229-3963
OR EMAIL PCAD7223@BIGBEND.NET

PRESIDIO COUNTY IS HONORED
TO ANNOUNCE THAT THE
COURTHOUSE CHRISTMAS TREE
WILL BE DEDICATED
TO ALL VETERANS.

The tree will be decorated in red, white and
blue and it will be a great honor to have pictures
of veterans living and deceased as ornaments.

Please bring pictures to the county judge’s
office preferably no later than December 10th.

Pictures will be accepted after that date also
and returned after the Christmas holidays.

All are welcome to decorate the tree
at 4:00 pm on December 10th.

CEBD

FAST FIBER
INTERNET

50/50M + Wi-Fi

Free installation

No Phone
Required

- Same fast speeds for upload/download.
+ Fast and reliable connection - NO CAPS!

+ Best for streaming movies, smart doorbells,
security cameras and more.
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LENDER
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PRESIDIO SPORTS
CALENDAR

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 9 - SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11:
PHS Bk-ball Boys JV Black at Van Horn Tourney
PHS Bk-ball Boys Varsity at Ft. Stockton Tourney
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14:
PHS Bk-ball Boys JV Blue vs Terlingua at Presidio, 6:00 PM
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