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BURN BAN IN
EFFECT, NO
GROUND FIRES

by order of Presidio County

Community
party next
Saturday
to celebrate
new
playground

shade
structure

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — Next Saturday, the
Presidio Municipal Development
District (PMDD) and the American
Legion are throwing a party to
celebrate the new shade structure at
the playground. All are welcome for
a day of food, fun, and free entry to
the pool. Food will be served from
11 am.to 1 p.m.

The playground project has been
in the works for almost a year
now — PMDD started discussing
the possibility of shade for the
playground last fall. “It’s non-
negotiable,” Executive Director
Jeran Stephens said at December’s
regular meeting. “If we were
anywhere else in the country, it
might not be such a big deal. Here,
it might be eight o’clock on a July
evening, and that’s the first time
the kids can physically touch the
playground.”

The project picked up more steam
in March, when PMDD selected a
contractor for the project. The board
dispensed with the idea of a shade

sail — an out-of-town contractor
had offered an outrageous bid
on a flimsier structure — and

instead opted to go local. Presidio
contractor Ramon Rodriguez was
selected as the man for the job.

Rodriguez ultimately built a
4000-square foot structure with a
canopy made of steel. Each pole
holding up the roof is encased in
rubber bunting, preventing future
head bonks as kids run around the
structure.

Rodriguez worked diligently over
the summer to finish the project
— though Presidio kids will head
back to school next week, the need
for shade and a safe place to play
won’t fade. Project Homeleaf and
the Big Bend Conservation Alliance
(BBCA) planted trees around the
perimeter of the playground to add
more green to the parks complex
surrounding the Presidio pool.

The trees and the shade structure
will eventually come together in
a creative new concept: the shade
structure will be used as means for
water catchment. When the summer
monsoon rains come, that water
will be funneled from the shade
structure into catchment tanks and
used to water the surrounding green
space.

PMDD also hopes to one day
be able to provide shade for the
sandbox, though that will be a
separate project. Funding for the
shade structure came from PMDD’s
yearly budget, though the group has
been able to secure funding from
outside sources to fund similar
projects around town.

PMDD celebrated a “soft launch”

(Continued on page 2)
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Border Network for
Human Rights shares
resources in Presidio,

where it plans new office

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — Last weekend, El Paso’s Border Network for Human Rights
(BNHR) hosted an event at the Presidio Farmers Market to help connect
locals with information about human rights and immigration issues. The
Presidio event was presented in solidarity with marches in El Paso, Pharr
and Brownsville by a network of activist organizations including BNHR,
Frontera Texas, Proyecto Libertad and Border Workers United.

There wasn’t a march in Presidio — Saturday’s event was aimed at
spreading awareness of BNHR’s mission. BNHR is hoping to have more
of a presence in the small border city, and is currently looking for office
space and potential employees. A handful of locals have signed on to attend
training through the fall.

The actions in El Paso and other border communities, however, were
intended to protest Operation Lone Star, Governor Greg Abbott’s surge
of funding and law enforcement to border communities. “For the first
time, multiple border cities and counties unite to condemn Gov. Abbott’s
Operation Lone Star, which is responsible for the migrant deaths along the
border and the misuse of Texans’ money to fund anti-immigrant policies
and operations,” BNHR’s Mynellies Negron wrote in a press release.

Though Presidio County has been receiving Operation Lone Star money
for over a year, the debate over immigration policies has become more
heated recently as County Judge Cinderela Guevara issued a declaration
of “invasion” by undocumented migrants. Commissioner Brenda Bentley
raised concerns about the use of that rhetoric at the last Presidio County
Commissioners Court meeting.

At the meeting, Bentley reported that many constituents had written in
to her decrying the use of the word “invasion.” “It’s the kind of language
that incited what happened in El Paso,” she said, referring to the 2019 mass
shooting committed by a gunman who believed his actions were combating
a perceived “Hispanic invasion of Texas.” (Neither Bentley nor Guevara
returned requests for comment).

The materials distributed at Saturday’s event echoed these concerns.
“Immigrant advocates at the border will decry these policies and the
dangerous spread of invasion rhetoric, which stokes fear and resentment,
dehumanizes immigrants, and escalates violence, and will call for
establishing humane immigration policies that welcome migrants in an
orderly, just, and dignified manner,” Negron wrote.

One of the BNHR’s main outreach goals is helping people understand
what their rights are when they interact with local law enforcement. A

(Continued on page 2)

Border Network for
Human Rights comparte
recursos en Presidio, donde
planea una nueva oficina

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — El fin de semana pasado, la Red Fronteriza para los
Derechos Humanos (BNHR) de El Paso organiz6 un evento en el Mercado
de Agricultores de Presidio para ayudar a conectar a los locales con
informacion sobre derechos humanos y temas de inmigracion. El evento de
Presidio fue presentado en solidaridad con las marchas en El Paso, Pharr y
Brownsville por una red de organizaciones activistas que incluyen a BNHR,
Frontera Texas, Proyecto Libertad y Border Workers United.

No hubo una marcha en Presidio: el evento del sabado tuvo como objetivo
difundir la conciencia sobre la mision de BNHR. BNHR espera tener mas
presencia en la pequefia ciudad fronteriza y actualmente esta buscando
espacio para oficinas y empleados potenciales. Un pufiado de lugarefios se
ha inscrito para asistir a la capacitacion durante el otofio.

Sin embargo, las acciones en El Paso y otras comunidades fronterizas
tenian la intencion de protestar contra la Operacion Lone Star, el aumento
de fondos y aplicacion de la ley del gobernador Greg Abbott para las
comunidades fronterizas. “Por primera vez, varias ciudades y condados
fronterizos se unen para condenar la Operacion Lone Star del gobernador
Abbott, que es responsable de las muertes de migrantes a lo largo de la
frontera y el uso indebido del dinero de los tejanos para financiar politicas
y operaciones antiinmigrantes”, Mynellies de BNHR Negron en un
comunicado de prensa.

Aunque el condado de Presidio ha estado recibiendo dinero de la
Operacion Lone Star durante mas de un afio, el debate sobre las politicas
de inmigracion se ha vuelto més acalorado recientemente cuando la jueza
del condado Cinderela Guevara emitié una declaracion de “invasion” de
inmigrantes indocumentados. La comisionada Brenda Bentley expreso su
preocupacion por el uso de esa retorica en la tiltima reunién del Tribunal de
Comisionados del Condado de Presidio.

En la reunion, Bentley informé que muchos electores le habian escrito
denunciando el uso de la palabra “invasion”. “Es el tipo de lenguaje que
incitd a lo que sucedio en El Paso”, dijo, refiriéndose al tiroteo masivo de
2019 cometido por un hombre armado que creia que sus acciones estaban
combatiendo una supuesta “invasion hispana de Texas”. (Ni Bentley ni
Guevara devolvieron las solicitudes de comentarios).

Los materiales distribuidos en el evento del sdbado se hicieron eco de
estas preocupaciones. “Los defensores de los inmigrantes en la frontera
condenaran estas politicas y la peligrosa propagacion de la retorica
de invasion, que aviva el miedo y el resentimiento, deshumaniza a los
inmigrantes y aumenta la violencia, y pediran que se establezcan politicas

(Continua en la pdgina 3)

3 years later, El Paso
shooting impact seen in
Presidio County politics

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO COUNTY — Last week, West Texas passed a somber
anniversary. On August 3, three years had passed since a shooting at an El
Paso WalMart that claimed the lives of 23 people. The trial for the shooter,
who faces 90 charges including hate crimes, has not yet begun and could
be delayed until 2025.

Most Presidio County residents have some kind of relationship to El Paso
as the place they do their shopping or hop on a flight, or a place to visit
friends and family. For Marfa native L.H., it was her first taste of freedom
after graduating from Marfa High School — she got an apartment and
enrolled in a local college. “It was that stepping stone for me living on my
own,” she said.

L.H. asked to be identified only by her initials because she hadn’t yet
told everyone in her close-knit family about her experiences the day of
the shooting. On August 3, 2019, she was back home in Marfa, working
back-of-house at a local restaurant. She called into work to go spend time
with family in the big city. As she got close to her family’s neighborhood,
notifications started popping up: there was an active shooter in the Cielo
Vista Walmart.

She knew that her aunt liked hopping the bus at the Cielo Vista Mall on
Saturday mornings to go downtown — her stop was just around the corner
from the Walmart. “It scared the hell out of me, I couldn’t get a hold of her
on my device,” L.H. said. “I kept messaging her and my cousins and —
nothing. I was like, let me go see if I can find her.”

It was early in the tragic events of that morning: local media hadn’t yet
started staging on the scene, but eyewitnesses were sharing reports on
social media. Just as L.H. reached the bus stop, she got a message from her
cousin that her aunt had already been picked up. It was at that moment she
looked over her shoulder to the Walmart to see people fleeing the store. “I
had clearly just missed something really bad,” she said. “It looked like a
bunch of ants running.”

A week later, at a memorial service for victims of the shooting, an
Australian television crew approached L.H. and asked if she’d like to be on
TV — 8,000 miles away. Instead of asking about her personal connection to
the city and the tragic events that had just unfolded, the news anchor asked
how she felt about then President Donald Trump coming to town.

L.H. kept it cool on the recording, but inside, she was angry. “It pissed me
off because they were already reducing it to politics,” she said. “It already
was a racist attack. It was really touchy, it really was not the time.”

The gunman used blatantly racist language to explain his actions, saying
that he was responding to a perceived “Hispanic invasion of Texas.” In the
years since, the shooting has become a flash point that has changed a lot
of local politicians’ views, especially regarding issues of gun control and
anti-Mexican racism.

On the state level, State Senator Cesar Blanco, who represents the Big

(Continued on page 2)

3 anos después, el impacto
del tiroteo en EIl Paso se ve
en la politica del condado
de Presidio

sam@bigbendsentinel.com

CONDADO DE PRESIDIO — La semana pasada, el oeste de Texas
celebré un aniversario sombrio. El 3 de agosto, habian pasado tres afios
desde un tiroteo en un WalMart de El Paso que cobro la vida de 23 personas.
El juicio del tirador, que enfrenta 90 cargos que incluyen delitos de odio,
aun no ha comenzado y podria retrasarse hasta 2025.

La mayoria de los residentes del condado de Presidio tienen algun tipo de
relacion con El Paso como el lugar donde hacen sus compras o toman un
vuelo, o como un lugar para visitar a amigos y familiares. Para L.H., nativa
de Marfa, fue su primer contacto con la libertad después de graduarse
de Marfa High School: consiguié un apartamento y se matriculd en una
universidad local. “Fue ese trampolin para vivir sola”, dijo.

L.H. pidi6 ser identificada solo por sus iniciales porque aun no les habia
contado a todos en su familia unida sobre sus experiencias el dia del tiroteo.
El 3 de agosto de 2019, estaba de vuelta en su casa en Marfa, trabajando
en la parte trasera de un restaurante local. Llam¢ al trabajo para ir a pasar
tiempo con la familia en la gran ciudad. A medida que se acercaba al
vecindario de su familia, comenzaron a aparecer notificaciones: habia un
tirador activo en Cielo Vista Walmart.

Sabia que a su tia le gustaba tomar el autobus en el Centro Comercial
Cielo Vista los sabados por la mafiana para ir al centro; su parada estaba a
la vuelta de la esquina del Walmart. “Me asusté mucho, no pude ubicarla en
mi dispositivo”, dijo L.H. “Segui enviandole mensajes a ella y a mis primos
y nada. Yo estaba como, déjame ir a ver si puedo encontrarla”.

Fue temprano en los tragicos eventos de esa mafiana: los medios
locales atn no habian comenzado a actuar en la escena, pero los testigos
presenciales estaban compartiendo informes en las redes sociales. Justo
cuando L.H. llegaba a la parada del autobus, recibi6é un mensaje de su prima
de que su tia ya habia sido recogida. Fue en ese momento que mir6 por
encima del hombro al Walmart para ver a la gente que huia de la tienda.
“Claramente me habia perdido algo realmente malo”, dijo. “Parecia un
montdén de hormigas corriendo”.

Una semana después, en un servicio conmemorativo para las victimas del
tiroteo, un equipo de television australiano se acercéd a L.H. y le pregunto
si le gustaria estar en la television, a 8,000 millas de distancia. En lugar de
preguntar sobre su conexion personal con la ciudad y los tragicos eventos
que acababan de ocurrir, la presentadora de noticias preguntd cémo se
sentia acerca de la visita del entonces presidente Donald Trump a la ciudad.

L.H. mantuvo la calma en la grabacion, pero por dentro estaba enfadada.
“Me cabreod porque ya lo estaban reduciendo a politica”, dijo. “Ya fue un
ataque racista. Fue realmente delicado, realmente no era el momento”.

El pistolero us6 un lenguaje descaradamente racista para explicar sus

(Continda en la pagina 3)

POR ORDEN DEL CONDADO
DE PRESIDIO ENTRA EN
VIGOR UNA PROHIBICION
SOBRE EL USO DEL FUEGO,
NO SE PUEDE HACER FUEGO
SOBRE LOS TERRENOS

Fiesta
comunitaria
el proximo
sabado para
celebrar
la nueva
estructura
de sombra
del patio de
recreo

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — El proximo sabado,
el Distrito de Desarrollo Municipal
de Presidio (PMDD) y la Legion
Americana organizardn una fiesta
para celebrar la nueva estructura de
sombra en el patio de recreo. Todos
son bienvenidos para un dia de
comida, diversion y entrada gratuita
a la piscina. La comida se servira de
11 a 13 horas.

El proyecto del patio de recreo ha
estado en proceso durante casi un
afio: el PMDD comenzé a discutir
la posibilidad de sombra para el
patio de recreo el otoflo pasado.
“No es negociable”, dijo el director
ejecutivo Jeran Stephens en la
reunion ordinaria de diciembre.
“Si estuviéramos en cualquier otro
lugar del pais, podria no ser tan
importante. Aqui, podrian ser las
ocho en punto de una tarde de julio,
y esa es la primera vez que los nifios
pueden tocar fisicamente el patio de
recreo”.

El proyecto tomé mas impulso en
marzo, cuando PMDD seleccion6 un
contratista para el proyecto. La junta
prescindio6 de la idea de una vela de
sombra (un contratista de fuera de
la ciudad habia ofrecido una oferta
escandalosa por una estructura mas
endeble) y, en cambio, optd por ir
local. El contratista de Presidio,
Ramoén Rodriguez, fue seleccionado
como el hombre para el trabajo.

Rodriguez finalmente construy6
una estructura de 4000 pies
cuadrados con un dosel de acero.
Cada poste que sostiene el techo
estd revestido con banderines de
goma, lo que evita futuros golpes en
la cabeza cuando los nifios corren
alrededor de la estructura.

Rodriguez trabajo diligentemente
durante el verano para terminar
el proyecto, aunque los nifios de
Presidio regresardan a la escuela
la préxima semana, la necesidad
de sombra y un lugar seguro para
jugar no desaparecera. Project
Homeleaf y Big Bend Conservation
Alliance (BBCA) plantaron arboles
alrededor del perimetro del area de
juegos para agregar mas verde al
complejo de parques que rodea la
piscina de Presidio.

Los arboles y la estructura de
sombra eventualmente se uniran
en un nuevo concepto creativo: la
estructura de sombra se utilizara
como medio para captar agua.
Cuando lleguen las lluvias del
monzon de verano, esa agua se
canalizara desde la estructura
de sombra hacia los tanques de
captacion y se utilizara para regar el
espacio verde circundante.

PMDD también espera algin dia
poder proporcionar sombra para
el arenero, aunque ese sera un
proyecto separado. Los fondos para
la estructura de sombra provinieron

(Continta en la pagina 3)
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Border Network for Human Rights

(Continued from page 1)

pamphlet titled, “Know Your Rights!” outlines five
steps when apprehended by an officer. “What you say
to the police is very important, because what you say
can be used against you,” the pamphlet cautions.

Though you may be required to show license,
registration and insurance in a traffic stop, folks
apprehended by the police or Customs and Border
Protection are not required to show proof of nationality
or immigration status. The pamphlet advises to remain
calm and respectful but refuse to produce immigration
documents or to submit to a search without a warrant,
even if the officer threatens to enhance charges. “You
can plead the charge later in court,” it says.

BNHR is planning to open an office in Presidio, and
are looking for locals hoping to offer their services.
Celia Arzaga, a Presidio resident who has a long history
of advocacy work for rural and underserved schools
in Ojinaga, is hoping to use her knowledge of both
communities to keep neighbors informed about their

rights. “It’s been one of my dreams to be a promoter of
human rights, to make them known and put them into
practice,” she said.

Arzaga believes that questions of citizenship and
nationality are complex in a place like Presidio, where
people are used to crossing the border frequently and
having a life split between countries. Her children are
citizens; she and her husband are legal residents. “A lot
of people have commented ‘I don’t want to renounce
my Mexican citizenship,”” she said. “I tell them that
when we come to this country for better opportunities,
we are no longer going to think about ourselves but
about our families.”

Having families with mixed immigration status can
provoke anxiety and uncertainty, especially when it
comes to interacting with law enforcement. “I want to
be that voice where I can change their way of thinking,”
she said. “Whether we’re white, brown, short, tall,
whatever we may be — we all have the same rights and
we can help each other.”

New playground

(Continued from page 1)

of the structure last week, enlisting Presidio Water &
Sewer Director Cesar Leyva for a test run of the slide.
This weekend’s festivities will be a bit more formal: the
American Legion is providing hot dogs from 11 a.m. to

N

1 p.m., and the City of Presidio has decided to open the
pool free of charge for the day. “Everyone is welcome!”
said Stephens. “Let’s start the school year on a positive
note.”

Photo courtesy of Jeran Stephens

Presidio’s playground got a little cooler this week with help from a brand new shade structure.

22nd Annual Big Bend Ranch Rodeo to
be held next weekend in Alpine

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

ALPINE — This weekend, dust will rise again in the
ring at the S.A.L.E. Arena in Alpine. Working cowboys
from all over the Southwest will showcase their skills in
events like cattle sorting, wild cow milking and ranch
bronc riding. Gates open for ticket sales both Friday and
Saturday nights at 5:30 p.m. for dudes and cowpokes
alike hoping for a prime seat in the ring.

Self-proclaimed “head cat wrangler” Mattie Sargent
explained that what makes Alpine’s rodeo special
is its partnership with the Working Ranch Cowboys
Association (WRCA). Unlike pro rodeo events, WRCA
competitors showcase skills they use in everyday life.
“Our competitors have to prove that they work on a
ranch somewhere to be a member of the WRCA,” she
explained. Many of the events require them to use the
same saddles and gear they use every day, rather than
investing in glitzy show tack.

Sargent serves as the point person for the Big Bend
Ranch Rodeo Committee, which has hosted the event for
over two decades. In 2020, the group was awarded the
WRCA Rodeo of the Year. Allowing working cattlemen
and women a place to show off their stuff brings prime
family fun to Alpine year after year. “It’s got different
types of events than what you see in a normal rodeo,”
she said. “It gets you as close to watching cowboys on
aranch as you can without actually being on a ranch.”

This weekend’s festivities will also include a youth-
led event, held at 2 p.m. on Saturday. John and Mary

Ann Luedecke coordinate the Youth Working Cow
Horse competition, a Ranch Horse Association of
America (RHAA) event. “We started it for the ranch
teams that were entered, to be able to bring their kids
and have them have something to do,” John Luedecke
explained. The youngsters will compete in more or less
the same events as the adults, with two brackets split
between competitors under 12 and ages 13-17.

Ticket sales from the Big Bend Ranch Rodeo
Committee benefit the Sul Ross Rodeo Team, nine-time
national championship winners and the birthplace of
the National Intercollegiate Rodeo Association. Next
weekend’s event will take place on the Sul Ross Rodeo
Team’s turf, with concessions provided by the SRSU
Meat Lab and Wildlife Club. Stock for the competition
has been provided by a number of local ranchers,
including the Mellards, the Dyers and the Means.

Tickets for the rodeo will only be available the
night of each event, starting at 5:30 p.m. for the 7
p.m. performances on Friday and Saturday. Children
12 and under get in free; tickets for everyone else are
$10 a head. To pitch in to the “Buy a Cowboy a Meal”
program providing catering for competitors, you can
make a donation in person at Big Bend Saddlery and
OutWest Feed or mail one in to Big Bend Ranch Rodeo,
PO Box 2140, Alpine, TX, 79831.

The S.A.L.E. Arena is located just east of Alpine on
Highway 90, on the same strip as the Sul Ross Meat Lab
and the College of Natural and Agricultural Resources.
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"NOW SERVING FOOD DAILY"

BREAKFAST FROM 7:30 AM - 3 PM
LUNCH FROM 11 AM - 3 PM

209 W EL PASO ST, MARFA, TX 79843

El Paso shooting

(Continued from page 1)

Bend region, has been using the El Paso shooting —
and the more recent shooting at a school in Uvalde —
as a moment to advocate for gun reform. Last session,
Blanco passed SB162, which makes it a state crime
to lie on a background check form when purchasing a
firearm. “It’s a step in the right direction, but we still
have plenty of work to do to prevent another tragedy.
I will continue to honor the victims and survivors of
August 3, 2019 with action to end gun violence and hate
that plagues our nation,” he wrote in a press release.

The shooting has also made its mark on Presidio
County politics. At a commissioners court meeting
on July 28, Commissioner Brenda Silva Bentley
invoked the El Paso shooting to explain why she was
uncomfortable with the language of a declaration of
“invasion” issued by County Judge Cinderela Guevara,
noting it echoed the word choice used by the El Paso
gunman. (Judge Guevara did not return requests for
comment on the matter).

Just two weeks before the shooting, Commissioner
Bentley had voted in favor of a measure to make
Presidio County a “Second Amendment Sanctuary.”
The resolution was intended by gun advocates as a play
on “sanctuary cities,” in which local law enforcement
are not required to enforce federal immigration law. In
the event that the federal government handed down gun
control measures, Presidio County law enforcement
would not be expected to follow suit.

At the meeting on July 28, Bentley told the other
commissioners how much she wished she could take
that vote back. “It’s the one thing I’ve done here I really
regret,” she said. “I cried for days [after the shooting]
because we had just passed that Second Amendment
Sanctuary.”

Bentley did not return requests for additional
comment.

But Precinct 4 commissioner candidate David
Beebe, who was justice of the peace at the time, said
the measure had ultimately been symbolic, carrying
no real legal weight. Now that he’s running against
Buddy Knight — who introduced the measure — lots
of people have asked him if he will work to appeal the
Second Amendment Sanctuary resolution. “It’s a box of
air,” Beebe said. “This is not a battle I’'m going to pick
because there’s nothing there.”

Despite their difference of opinion on the sanctuary
laws, Beebe agreed with Bentley that the “invasion”
rhetoric invoked by Judge Guevara’s disaster
declaration was dangerous. “At the time, I can tell
you that a commissioners court was really despondent
about the El Paso shooting. It was taken very seriously
by Judge Guevara and every single commissioner,”

he said. “Fast forward three years, and we’re going to
use the same language and give ourselves emergency
powers and celebrate it? Optics and language matter.”

On the law enforcement side of the issue, Marfa Police
Chief Steven Marquez passed the third anniversary of
the El Paso shooting preparing for an active shooter
training at Marfa ISD. Marquez said that mass shootings
have made a massive impact in his line of work. “Since
Columbine, that’s when it started to evolve,” he said,
referring to the Colorado school shooting in 1999 that
claimed the lives of 15 people. “Since then, we’ve had
multiple other shootings, and it’s become a big priority
that law enforcement has had to prepare for.”

“At the time, I can tell you
that a commissioners court
was really despondent about
the El Paso shooting. It was
taken very seriously by Judge
Guevara and every single
commissioner. Fast forward
three years, and we 're going
to use the same language and
give ourselves emergency
powers and celebrate it? Op-

b

tics and language matter.’

In the nearly 10 years that Marquez has been an
officer, he has also seen changes in gun policy. In 2016,
the Texas Legislature passed a law allowing open carry
of firearms; in 2021, that law expanded to roll back
most permitting restrictions. “We do have situations
where we’ll have an individual that might not be of
sound mind and there’s a firearm in the house,” he said.

As a father, it’s important to Marquez to keep an
open line of communication with parents about his
department’s ability to handle active shooter situations.
“Growing up, I never went to school thinking that I
would get shot at or not come home,” he said. “Our kids
didn’t ask for this. Unfortunately, it’s the reality we live
in now. All we can do is prepare for it.”

Free meals for Presidio ISD students

PRESIDIO — The Presidio Independent School
District today announced an amendment to its policy
for serving meals for children served under the National
School Lunch Program and School Breakfast Program
for the 2022-2023 school year, which will allow for all
children at all schools/sites to be served meals at no
charge.

For the

additional information please contact

following person:

Presidio ISD
Attention: Gabriela Mills, Food Service Director
Child Nutrition Department
(432) 229-1114
gmills@presidio-isd.net

READ ONLINE AT
BIGBENDSENTINEL.COM

LEER EN LINEA EN
BIGBENDSENTINEL.COM

BIG BEND REPRODUCTIVE COALITION
provides educational materials and resources to
West Texans that want more information about
abortion and miscarriage management.

Big Bend Reproductive Coalition does not give medical or
legal advice. This information is an educational resource.

COALICION REPRODUCTIVA DEL

N9/~ BIG BEND

) REPRODUCTIVE COALITION

COALICION REPRODUCTIVA DEL
BIG BEND proveé materiales y recursos
educacionales a los habitantes de West Texas,
los cuales quieran informacion acerca del
manejo del aborto y aborto espontaneo.

La Coalicién Reproductiva del Big Bend no brinda asesoramiento
médico ni legal. Esta informacion es un recurso educativo.

BigBendRC(@proton.me

(@BBReproductiveCoalition
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Border Network for Human Rights

(Continuacioén de la pagina 1)

de inmigracion humanas que reciban a los inmigrantes
de manera ordenada, justa y digna”, escribié Negron.

Uno de los principales objetivos de divulgacion del
BNHR es ayudar a las personas a comprender cuales
son sus derechos cuando interactian con las fuerzas
del orden locales. Un folleto titulado “;Conozca sus
derechos!” describe cinco pasos cuando es detenido
por un oficial. “Lo que le dices a la policia es muy
importante, porque lo que dices puede ser usado en tu
contra”, advierte el panfleto.

Aunque es posible que deba mostrar una licencia,
registro y seguro en una parada de trafico, las personas
detenidas por la policia o la Oficina de Aduanas y
Proteccion Fronteriza no estdn obligadas a mostrar
prueba de nacionalidad o estado migratorio. El panfleto
aconseja mantener la calma y el respeto, pero negarse
a presentar documentos de inmigracion o someterse a
un registro sin una orden judicial, incluso si el oficial
amenaza con aumentar los cargos. “Puede alegar el
cargo mas tarde en la corte”, dice.

BNHR planea abrir una oficina en Presidio y esta
buscando locales que deseen ofrecer sus servicios. Celia
Arzaga, una residente de Presidio que tiene una larga
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historia de trabajo de defensa de las escuelas rurales y
desatendidas en Ojinaga, espera usar su conocimiento
de ambas comunidades para mantener a los vecinos
informados sobre sus derechos. “Ha sido uno de mis
suefios ser promotora de los derechos humanos, darlos
a conocer y ponerlos en practica”, dijo.

Arzaga cree que las cuestiones de ciudadania y
nacionalidad son complejas en un lugar como Presidio,
donde la gente esta acostumbrada a cruzar la frontera
con frecuencia ya tener una vida dividida entre
paises. Sus hijos son ciudadanos; ella y su esposo son
residentes legales. “Mucha gente ha comentado ‘No
quiero renunciar a mi ciudadania mexicana’”, dijo.
“Yo les digo que cuando vengamos a este pais en busca
de mejores oportunidades, ya no vamos a pensar en
nosotros sino en nuestras familias”.

Tener familias con estatus migratorio mixto puede
provocar ansiedad e incertidumbre, especialmente
cuando se trata de interactuar con la policia. “Quiero ser
esa voz en la que pueda cambiar su forma de pensar”,
dijo. “Seamos blancos, morenos, bajos, altos, lo que
seamos, todos tenemos los mismos derechos y podemos
ayudarnos unos a otros”.
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Tiroteo en EIl Paso

(Continuacién de la pagina 1)

acciones, diciendo que estaba respondiendo a lo que
se percibia como una “invasion hispana de Texas”.
En los afios transcurridos desde entonces, el tiroteo se
ha convertido en un punto algido que ha cambiado la
opinidon de muchos politicos locales, especialmente con
respecto a temas de control de armas y racismo contra
los mexicanos.

A nivel estatal, el senador estatal César Blanco, quien
representa a la region de Big Bend, ha estado utilizando
el tiroteo de El Paso —y el tiroteo mds reciente en una
escuela en Uvalde— como un momento para abogar
por la reforma de las armas. En la ultima sesion, Blanco
aprobo la SB162, que convierte en delito estatal mentir
en un formulario de verificacion de antecedentes al
comprar un arma de fuego. “Es un paso en la direccion
correcta, pero todavia tenemos mucho trabajo por hacer
para evitar otra tragedia. Continuaré honrando a las
victimas y sobrevivientes del 3 de agosto de 2019 con
acciones para poner fin a la violencia armada y el odio
que asola a nuestra nacioén”, escribi6é en un comunicado
de prensa.

El tiroteo también ha dejado su huella en la politica
del condado de Presidio. En una reunion de la corte de
comisionados el 28 de julio, la comisionada Brenda
Silva Bentley invoco el tiroteo de El Paso para explicar
por qué se sentia incomoda con el lenguaje de una
declaracion de “invasiéon” emitida por la jueza del
condado Cinderela Guevara, y sefial6 que se hizo eco de
la eleccion de palabras utilizada por el Pistolero de El
Paso. (Lal juez Guevara no respondi6 a las solicitudes
de comentarios sobre el asunto).

Apenas dos semanas antes del tiroteo, el comisionado
Bentley habia votado a favor de una medida para
convertir al condado de Presidio en un “Santuario de
la Segunda Enmienda”. La resolucion fue pensada por
los defensores de las armas como una obra de teatro
sobre las “ciudades santuario”, en las que las fuerzas del
orden locales no estan obligadas a hacer cumplir la ley
federal de inmigracién. En el caso de que el gobierno
federal dictara medidas de control de armas, no se
esperaria que las fuerzas del orden publico del condado
de Presidio hicieran lo mismo.

En la reunion del 28 de julio, Bentley les dijo a los
otros comisionados cuanto deseaba poder retirar ese
voto. “Es lo tinico que he hecho aqui de lo que realmente
me arrepiento”, dijo. “Lloré durante dias [después del
tiroteo] porque acababamos de pasar por el Santuario
de la Segunda Enmienda”.

Bentley no respondio a las solicitudes de comentarios

adicionales.

Pero el candidato a comisionado del Precinto 4, David
Beebe, quien era juez de paz en ese momento, dijo que
la medida habia sido en ultima instancia simbdlica, sin
ningun peso legal real. Ahora que compite contra Buddy
Knight, quien presentd la medida, muchas personas le
han preguntado si trabajara para apelar la resolucion
del Santuario de la Segunda Enmienda. “Es una caja
de aire”, dijo Beebe. “Esta no es una batalla que voy a
elegir porque no hay nada alli”.

A pesar de su diferencia de opinidon sobre las leyes
del santuario, Beebe estuvo de acuerdo con Bentley
en que la retérica de “invasion” invocada por la
declaracion de desastre del juez Guevara era peligrosa.
“En ese momento, puedo decirles que un tribunal de
comisionados estaba realmente abatido por el tiroteo en
El Paso. El juez Guevara y todos los comisionados lo
tomaron muy en serio”, dijo. “Avance rapido tres afios,
Ly vamos a usar el mismo lenguaje y darnos poderes
de emergencia y celebrarlo? La optica y el lenguaje
importan”.

En el lado de la aplicacion de la ley del asunto, el
jefe de policia de Marfa, Steven Marquez, paso el tercer
aniversario del tiroteo en El Paso preparandose para un
entrenamiento de tirador activo en Marfa ISD. Marquez
dijo que los tiroteos masivos han tenido un gran impacto
en su linea de trabajo. “Desde Columbine, fue cuando
comenz6 a evolucionar”, dijo, refiriéndose al tiroteo en
la escuela de Colorado en 1999 que cobro la vida de 15
personas. “Desde entonces, hemos tenido muchos otros
tiroteos, y se ha convertido en una gran prioridad para
la que la policia ha tenido que prepararse”.

En los casi 10 afios que Marquez ha sido oficial,
también ha visto cambios en la p hi Huolitica de
armas. En 2016, la Legislatura de Texas aprobd una
ley que permite el porte abierto de armas de fuego; en
2021, esa ley se amplio para revertir la mayoria de las
restricciones de permisos. “Tenemos situaciones en las
que tendremos un individuo que podria no estar en su
sano juicio y hay un arma de fuego en la casa”, dijo.

Como padre, es importante para Marquez mantener
una linea abierta de comunicacion con los padres
sobre la capacidad de su departamento para manejar
situaciones de tiradores activos. “Al crecer, nunca fui
a la escuela pensando que me dispararian o que no
volveria a casa”, dijo. “Nuestros hijos no pidieron esto.
Desafortunadamente, es la realidad en la que vivimos
ahora. Todo lo que podemos hacer es prepararnos para
ello”.

Foto cortesia de Lizette Rohana Nueva estru Ctura

Border Network for Human Rights de El Paso se presento en el Mercado de Agricultores de Presidio la semana pasada.

Comidas gratis para estudiantes de
Presidio ISD

PRESIDIO — El Distrito Escolar Independiente de
Presidio anuncié hoy una enmienda a su politica para
servir comidas a los nifios atendidos bajo el Programa
Nacional de Almuerzos Escolares y el Programa de
Desayunos Escolares para el afio escolar 2022-2023,
que permitira que todos los nifios en todas las escuelas/
sitios sean servidos comidas sin cargo.

Para obtener informacion adicional, comuniquese con
la siguiente persona:

Presidio ISD

Atencion: Gabriela Mills, Directora de Servicio de
Alimentos

Departamento de Nutricion Infantil

(432) 229-1114

gmills@presidio-isd.net

APOYAR EL PERIODISMO

LOCAL EN
SHOP.BIGBENDSENTINEL.COM

Harper

For all of your Commercial and
Residential needs.

701 O’Riley St.
Presidio, TX 7984
432-229-3256

Hardware,
LLC. &st 1929

From AC Repair Parts to Plumbing.

(Continuacioén de la pagina 1)

del presupuesto anual de PMDD, aunque el grupo ha
podido obtener fondos de fuentes externas para financiar
proyectos similares en la ciudad.

PMDD celebré un “lanzamiento suave” de la
estructura la semana pasada, reclutando al Director
de Agua y Alcantarillado de Presidio, César Leyva,

para una prueba del tobogan. Las festividades de este
fin de semana seran un poco mas formales: la Legion
Estadounidense ofrecera perritos calientes de 11 a.m. a 1
p.m., y la ciudad de Presidio ha decidido abrir la piscina
sin cargo durante el dia. “;Todos son bienvenidos!” dijo
Stephens. “Comencemos el afio escolar con una nota
positiva”.

El vigésimo segundo rodeo anual
Big Bend Ranch se llevara a cabo el
proximo fin de semana en Alpine

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

ALPINE — Este fin de semana, el polvo se levantara
nuevamente en el ring en el S.A.L.E. Arena en Alpine.
Los vaqueros trabajadores de todo el suroeste mostraran
sus habilidades en eventos como la clasificacion de
ganado, el ordefio de vacas salvajes y la monta de
broncos en ranchos. Las puertas abren para la venta de
boletos los viernes y sabados por la noche a las 5:30
p.m. para tipos y vaqueros por igual que esperan un
asiento privilegiado en el ring.

Mattie Sargent, autoproclamado “lider de gatos”,
explicé que lo que hace que el rodeo de Alpine sea
especial es su asociacion con la Working Ranch
Cowboys Association (WRCA). A diferencia de
los eventos de rodeo profesional, los competidores
de WRCA muestran las habilidades que usan en la
vida cotidiana. “Nuestros competidores tienen que
demostrar que trabajan en un rancho en algin lugar
para ser miembros de la WRCA”, explicé. Muchos de
los eventos requieren que usen las mismas monturas y
el mismo equipo que usan todos los dias, en lugar de
invertir en un espectaculo deslumbrante.

Sargent se desempefna como persona de contacto
para el Comité de Rodeo de Big Bend Ranch, que ha
organizado el evento durante mas de dos décadas. En
2020, el grupo recibi6 el Rodeo del afio de la WRCA.
Permitir que los ganaderos y ganaderas que trabajan
tengan un lugar para exhibir sus cosas brinda diversion
familiar de primer nivel a Alpine afo tras afio. “Tiene
diferentes tipos de eventos que los que se ven en un
rodeo normal”, dijo. “Te acerca lo mas posible a ver
vaqueros en un rancho sin estar realmente en un rancho”.

Las festividades de este fin de semana también

WWW.BIGBENDSENTINEL.COM

incluiran un evento dirigido por jovenes, que se
llevara a cabo a las 2 p.m. en sabado. John y Mary
Ann Luedecke coordinan la competencia de Caballos
Vaca Trabajadores Jovenes, un evento de la Asociacion
de Caballos de Rancho de América (RHAA). “Lo
comenzamos para los equipos del rancho que
ingresaron, para poder traer a sus hijos y tener algo que
hacer”, explicé John Luedecke. Los jovenes competiran
en mas o menos los mismos eventos que los adultos,
con dos grupos divididos entre competidores menores
de 12 afios y de 13 a 17 afios.

La venta de boletos del Comité de Rodeo de Big Bend
Ranch beneficia al Equipo de Rodeo de Sul Ross, nueve
veces ganadores de campeonatos nacionales y el lugar
de nacimiento de la Asociacion Nacional Intercolegial
de Rodeo. El evento del proximo fin de semana tendra
lugar en el césped del Sul Ross Rodeo Team, con
concesiones proporcionadas por SRSU Meat Lab and
Wildlife Club. Varios rancheros locales, incluidos
Mellards, Dyers y Means, proporcionaron ganado para
la competencia.

Los boletos para el rodeo solo estaran disponibles la
noche de cada evento, a partir de las 5:30 p.m. para las 7
p.m. Actuaciones viernes y sabado. Los nifios menores
de 12 afios entran gratis; los boletos para todos los
demas cuestan $§ 10 por cabeza. Para participar en el
programa “Buy a Cowboy a Meal” que brinda servicio
de catering para los competidores, puede hacer una
donacion en persona en Big Bend Saddlery y OutWest
Feed o enviar una por correo a Big Bend Ranch Rodeo,
PO Box 2140, Alpine, TX, 79831.

La S.A.L.E. Arena estd ubicada justo al este de Alpine
en la autopista 90, en la misma franja que Sul Ross Meat
Lab y College of Natural and Agricultural Resources.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS
BUDGET AND PROPOSED TAX RATE

The Presidio Independent School District will hold a public
meeti ng at 6:30 p.m., August 24, 2022 in the Board Room, Presidio ISD Admin. Bldg.
Presidio, Texas .The purpose of this meeting is to discuss the school

district’s budget that will determine the tax rate that will be adopted. Public participation in the
discussion is invited.

The tax rate that is ultimately adopted at this meeting or at a separate meeting at a later date may not exceed the
proposed rate shown below unless the district publishes a revised notice containing the same information and
comparisons set out below and holds another public meeting to discuss the revised notice.

Maintenance Tax $_ 098880 /5100 (Proposed rate for maintenance and operations)

School Debt Service Tax
Approved by Local Voters 5 020130 /5100 (proposed rate to pay bonded indebtedness)

Comparison of Proposed Budget with Last Year's Budget

The applicable percentage increase or decrease (or difference) in the amount budgeted in the preceding fiscal
year and the amount budgeted for the fiscal year that begins during the current tax year is indicated for each
of the following expenditure categories:

Maintenance and operations % increase or 4.94 % (decrease)
Debt service %increase or 1556  og (decrease)
Total expenditures %% increase o % (decrease)

Total Appraised Value and Total Taxable Value
(as calculated under Tax Code Section 26.04)

Preceding Tax Year Current Tax Year

Total appraised value® of all property 5 310,541,418 § 347,516,071
Total appraised value® of new property** 5 4733870 4§ 3,077,880
Total taxable value*** of all property s 202684915  § 215,652,743
Total taxable value*** of new property** ] 4,735,970 3 3,077,880

*  “Appraised value”is the amount shown on the appraisal rell and defined by Tax Code Section 1.04(8).
" “New property” is defined by Tax Code Section 26.012(17).
##= "Taxable value” is defined by Tax Code Section 1.04(10).

Bonded Indebtedness

Total amount of outstanding and unpaid bonded indebtedness* $ 2,422,077

* Qutstanding principal.

PCHS is seeking a full-time Chief Financial Officer to
oversee the financial responsibility of a federally quali-
fied community health center.

Requirements: Minimum 2 — 5 years of healthcare high-lev-
el accounting experience, preferable in a FQHC based setting
working in a financial management capacity; knowledge of
grant management, accounting and fiscal systems, prepare and
present monthly financial budgeting reports, monthly profit and
loss by division, fund raising and strategic planning is required;
Bachelors’ degree in Accounting, Health Care Administration or
related field. Masters’ degree highly desirable.

Please call Sarah at 432-837-4812 for more information.

Applications may be picked up at 1605 N. FT. Davis Hwy
Alpine, TX 79830 or call (432) 837-4555.

Please call first before arrival.
Family Health Service of Alpine ® 1605 N. FT. Davis Hwy

FOWLKES CATTLE COMPANY INC. IS NOW TAKING
APPLICATIONS FOR CLASS A CDL TRUCK DRIVERS WITH AT
LEAST 3 YEARS EXPERIENCE.

MUST HAVE A CLEAN RECORD, CURRENT MEDICAL CARD
AND PASS A PRE-EMPLOYMENT DRUG TEST.

AVERAGE YEARLY PAY STARTING $60,000 PLUS BENEFITS.

COME BY FOWLKES CATTLE CO., INC,,
1800 GOLF COURSE ROAD, MARFA, TX TO APPLY.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 432-729-4664.

FOR SALE

FOR SALE PRESIDIO LAND

80 Acres Description Tex Mex Sec 9
Split from p# 9145 lot Block 00300

Price $32,000.00

Tel: 281-969-5216
Cell: 832-520-0204

S0-280 (Hey. 42006 {Hack)

Comparison of Proposed Rates with Last Year’s Rates

Maintenance Interest Local Revenue State Revenue
& Operations & Sinking Fund*® Total Per Student Per Student
Last Year's Rate 5 101170  § 022890 " 5 1.23880 % 2782 & 10,827

Rate to Maintain Same
Level of Maintenance &
Operations Revenue &
Pay Debt Service 5 112127  § 018020 % 5 1.30147 S 3013 5 10,418

Proposed Rate 5 oossso S5 0.20130 " 5 119010 5 2695 & 10,652

* The Interest & Sinking Fund tax revenue is used to pay for bonded indebtedness on construction, equipment, or both.
The bonds, and the tax rate necessary to pay those bonds, were approved by the voters of this district.

DY CONVENIENCE i
STORE FORT DAVIS

S ’E‘ .*l\, ’I EI _ﬂ “,A\" IN K
fuel o fast food  cold beer, e —
soda, water, juice e ice ¢ lottery

104 O’Reilly @ the Y 206 E O'Reilly St.
Presidio, TX 79845
225.4488 432-229-5000 * www.fdsb.com
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Member

Comparison of Proposed Levy with Last Year's Levy on Average Residence

Last Year This Year
Average Market Value of Residences 5 54,140 5 71,011
Average Taxable Value of Residences S 29,140 5 46,011
Last Year's Rate Versus Proposed Rate per $100Value  § 1.23866 5 1.19010
Taxes Due on Average Residence 5 360.95 5 547 .58
Increase (Decreasa) in Taxes 5 186.63

Under state law, the dollar amount of school taxes imposed on the residence homestead of a person 65 years
of age or older or of the surviving spouse of such a person, if the surviving spouse was 55 years of age or older
when the person died, may not be increased above the amount paid in the first year after the person turned
65, regardless of changes in tax rate or property value.

& PRESIDIO SPORTS &
CALENDAR
SUMMER OPEN GYM HOURS:

(MIDDLE SCHOOL GYMNASIUM)

8:00 am - 10:00 am: Volleyball
10:00 am - 12:00 pm: Boy’s Basketball
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm: Girl’'s Basketball
Cross Country - Morning/Evening TBA

**Weight Room is open from 8:00 am - 12:00 pm

MNotice of Voter-Approval Rate: The highest tax rate the district can adopt before requiring voter approval at

an election is 1.19010 . This election will be automatically held if the district adoptsa

rate in excess of the voter-approval rate of _ 1.18010 .

Fund Balances

The following estimated balances will remain at the end of the current fiscal year and are not encumbered with or by
a corresponding debt obligation, less estimated funds necessary for operating the district before receipt of the first
state aid payment:

Maintenance and Operations Fund Balance(s) 5 5684330
Interest & Sinking Fund Balance(s) 5 1258872

A school district may not increase the district’s maintenance and operations tax rate to create a surplus in maintenance
and operations tax revenue for the purpose of paying the district’s debt service.

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you can easily access information
regarding your property taxes, including information about proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each
entity that taxes your property.

The &6th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is calculated to limit the rate of
growth of property taxes in the state.
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