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EFFECT, NO
GROUND FIRES

by order of Presidio County

Presidio
International
Bridge
construction
fo move
forward,

officials say

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — On Tuesday,
state Sen. César Blanco put out a
press release announcing that the
agreement between the United
States and Mexico allowing
authorities to finish construction on
the Presidio International Bridge
had “been executed by the state of
Texas.” The construction — which
will add a lane on the northbound
side of the bridge — is expected to
wrap up in the summer of 2023.

The vehicle bridge connecting
Presidio and Ojinaga is an integral
part of the region’s economy and
sees heavy traffic for its relatively
small size. In 2022, almost 1.5
million pedestrians, car passengers
and bus travelers crossed the bridge.

Discussion of expanding the
bridge began in 2011, when city and
county officials floated the idea of
instituting a toll for Mexico-bound
vehicles. That idea was scrapped,
but a presidential permit was signed
by the Trump administration in
2017 to greenlight construction
to expand the American side of
the bridge. The ribbon was cut for
construction a year later — only to
stall in August of 2020.

Since then, locals have suffered
whiplash from a series of conflicting
announcements from government
entities. The Mexican government
finished their part of the project
shortly after American construction
stalled — and hasn’t picked up
since.

Part of the confusion is that the
bridge is the only international
port of entry owned by the state of
Texas — Jake Giesbrecht, the port’s
liaison to regional transportation
authorities, once referred to it as
“TxDOT’s only child.”

In February of last year, Mayor
John Ferguson reached out to
TxDOT for an update and was
told that they were waiting on
the governor’s signature on a
memorandum of understanding
(MOU) between Texan and
Mexican authorities.

In April, Sen. Blanco’s office put
out a press release implying that the
MOU allegedly waiting on Abbott’s
desk had yet to be drafted. In June,
Giesbrecht told county officials that
he expected “boots on the ground”

by July 5.
July came and went, and in
August, officials were notified

that bridge construction hinged on
signatures from Mexico’s Secretaria
de Comunicaciones y Transportes
(SICT); American signatures had
been outstanding for so long that
the officials who had signed the
agreement on the Mexican side had
left office.

The MOU was signed by SICT in
October, and city officials met with
contractors in November, with a
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Gamaliel Bustillos Muiioz will now serve as head consul at the Mexican Consulate in Presidio.
Gamaliel Bustillos Muiioz ahora se desempeiiard como consul jefe en el Consulado de México en Presidio.

‘For the familia’: new
Mexican consul hoping
to expand community
engagement in Presidio

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — As of December 18, the Mexican Consulate in Presidio
has new leadership. Gamaliel Bustillos Muiioz — originally of Chihuahua
City — will now serve as head consul, helping Mexican citizens in 14 West
Texas counties access vital services.

Bustillos comes to Presidio with over two decades of experience
in Mexico’s Foreign Service (SRE). He originally studied business
administration but had a change of heart after his studies. At the tender
age of 24, he got his first consular job — in Cuba. He enjoyed getting the
chance to explore a new country and culture while also serving Mexicans
around the world. “I just wanted to work abroad,” he said. “That’s basically
what [ wanted to do.”

After his first gig, Bustillos also worked in Canada, Vietnam and
Guatemala before shifting toward consulates in the United States. Mexico
currently has 50 consulates in the United States and two on the way —
making it the nation with the largest consular network in another country
in the world.

Mexican consular services abroad include helping Mexican nationals
verify or troubleshoot issues with their passports or ID cards and register
to vote in elections. The consulate can issue birth certificates and marriage

(Continued on page 2)

‘Para la familia’: nuevo
consul mexicano espera
ampliar la participacion
comunitaria en Presidio

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — A partir del 18 de diciembre, el Consulado de México en
Presidio tiene un nuevo liderazgo. Gamaliel Bustillos Mufioz, originario
de la ciudad de Chihuahua, ahora se desempefiara como consul principal y
ayudara a los ciudadanos mexicanos en 14 condados del oeste de Texas a
acceder a servicios vitales.

Bustillos llega a Presidio con més de dos décadas de experiencia en el
Servicio Exterior de México (SRE). Originalmente estudié administracion
de empresas, pero cambid de opinion después de sus estudios. A la tierna
edad de 24 afios, consiguid su primer trabajo consular en Cuba. Disfruto
tener la oportunidad de explorar un nuevo pais y una nueva cultura al
tiempo que servia a los mexicanos de todo el mundo. “Solo queria trabajar
en el extranjero”, dijo. “Eso es basicamente lo que queria hacer”.

Después de su primer concierto, Bustillos también trabajé en Canada,
Vietnam y Guatemala antes de cambiarse a consulados en los Estados
Unidos. México tiene actualmente 50 consulados en los Estados Unidos
y dos en camino, lo que lo convierte en la nacion con la red consular mas
grande en otro pais del mundo.

Los servicios consulares mexicanos en el extranjero incluyen ayudar
a los ciudadanos mexicanos a verificar o solucionar problemas con sus

(Continua en la pdgina 3)

Fired administrator’s
wrongful termination
claim against City of
Presidio results in
confidential settlement

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — In August 0of 2022, former City Administrator Brad Newton
filed a wrongful termination claim against the City of Presidio. A settlement
has since been reached, according to the mayor and city secretary — but
officials say they are not privy to the terms of the settlement.

Officials maintain that documentation and details of the settlement were
never communicated with the city — they only learned of its existence
when rumors began circulating — and that their legal counsel would not
disclose those details to them when asked. The law firm representing
the city, Bojorquez Law Firm, PC, did not return repeated requests for
comment. When reached by phone Wednesday morning in a final attempt to
request comment, a representative of the law firm hung up on The Presidio
International mid-inquiry; when The International called back, the person
who answered the phone abruptly stated, “We’re not going to be making

(Continued on page 2)

El reclamo de
terminacion indebida del
administrador despedido

contra la Ciudad de
Presidio da como
resultado un acuerdo
confidencial

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — En agosto de 2022, el exadministrador de la ciudad, Brad
Newton, present6 una demanda por despido injustificado contra la ciudad
de Presidio. Desde entonces se ha llegado a un acuerdo, segin el alcalde y
el secretario de la ciudad, pero los funcionarios dicen que no estan al tanto
de los términos del acuerdo.

Los funcionarios sostienen que la documentacién y los detalles del
acuerdo nunca se comunicaron a la ciudad (solo se enteraron de su
existencia cuando comenzaron a circular los rumores) y que su asesor legal
no les reveld esos detalles cuando se les pregunt6. El bufete de abogados

(Continued on page 3)

La
construccion
del Puente
Internacional
Presidio
avanzard,
dicen las
autoridades

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — EI martes, el
senador estatal César Blanco
emiti6 un comunicado de prensa
anunciando que el acuerdo entre
los Estados Unidos y México
que permite a las autoridades
terminar la construccion del Puente
Internacional Presidio “ha sido
ejecutado por el estado de Texas”.
Se espera que la construccion, que
agregara un carril en el lado norte
del puente, finalice en el verano de
2023.

El puente vehicular que conecta
Presidio y Ojinaga es una parte
integral de la economia de la region
y tiene mucho trafico para su
tamafio relativamente pequefio. En
2022, casi 1,5 millones de peatones,
pasajeros de automoviles y viajeros
de autobuses cruzaron el puente.

La discusion sobre la expansion
del puente comenzo en 2011,
cuando los funcionarios de la
ciudad y el condado plantearon la
idea de instituir un peaje para los
vehiculos con destino a México.
Esa idea fue descartada, pero la
administracion Trump firmdé un
permiso presidencial en 2017 para
dar luz verde a la construccion para
expandir el lado estadounidense del
puente. La cinta se corté para la
construccion un afio después, solo
para detenerse en agosto de 2020.

Desde entonces, los lugarefios
han sufrido el latigazo de una serie
de anuncios contradictorios de
las entidades gubernamentales. El
gobierno mexicano termind su parte
del proyecto poco después de que
la construccion en Estados Unidos
se estancara, y no ha vuelto desde
entonces.

Parte de la confusion es que el
puente es el unico puerto de entrada
internacional propiedad del estado
de Texas: Jake Giesbrecht, el enlace
del puerto con las autoridades
regionales de transporte, una vez se
refirié a ¢l como “el Unico hijo de
TxDOT”.

En febrero del afio pasado, el
alcalde John Ferguson se comunico
con TxDOT para obtener una
actualizacion y le dijeron que
estaban esperando la firma del
gobernador en un memorando de
entendimiento (MOU) entre las
autoridades de Texas y México.

En abril, la oficina del Senador
Blanco emiti6 un comunicado de
prensa que implicaba que el MOU
que supuestamente esperaba en el
escritorio de Abbott atin no se habia
redactado. En junio, Giesbrecht les
dijo a los funcionarios del condado
que esperaba “botas sobre el
terreno” para el 5 de julio.

Julio vino y pasé, y en agosto, se
notificd a los funcionarios que la
construccion del puente dependia
de las firmas de la Secretaria de
Comunicaciones y  Transportes
(SICT) de Meéxico; Las firmas
estadounidenses habian estado
pendientes durante tanto tiempo que
los funcionarios que habian firmado
el acuerdo del lado mexicano habian
dejado el cargo.

El MOU fue firmado por SICT
en octubre, y los funcionarios de
la ciudad se reunieron con los
contratistas en noviembre, con una
fecha de finalizacién proyectada
para febrero.

Ahora, a dos tercios de febrero, la
oficina del Senador Blanco se alegrd

(Continua en la pagina 3)
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Mexican consul

(Continued from page 1)

licenses, too.

Death certificates provide a particular challenge.
“There are lots of Mexicans who die in their attempt to
cross into the United States,” he explained — a complex
problem that can spiral when trying to repatriate
remains and notify next-of-kin. “We can help [families]
deal with the whole process.”

An important part of Bustillos’ work is reaching out
to Mexican nationals navigating the American legal
system. Consuls make visits to prisons and make sure
incarcerated Mexicans are being treated humanely and
are advised of their rights.

In Texas, Mexican consulates pay special attention
to death penalty cases because the death penalty is
illegal in Mexico. “We are not lawyers, but we do have
a network of lawyers that we can [refer] and who can
tend to those cases,” he explained.

His experience in the United States has recently

included El Paso and Laredo — major port cities that
provided the necessary context for his later work in
Presidio. Prior to his relocation, he had crossed into
Mexico using the Presidio Port of Entry a few times,
but wasn’t really sure what he was in for.

With a little research, Bustillos came to like the idea
of living in Presidio. “[Presidians] appreciate family
values,” he said. “I love the town, I love the landscape
— I'love the desert.”

Last Saturday, the consulate hosted an event with
the Border Network for Human Rights (BNHR),
which recently opened an office in Presidio. The event
collected surveys from locals to help determine how
both the nonprofit and the consulate could serve their
needs and connect them to vital services they might
be afraid to ask for, in preparation for an upcoming
citizenship campaign in April.

Bustillos was familiar with the BNHR from his time

in El Paso, and found their mission complemented the
way he thinks about his work. “The Mexican population
in the United States is vulnerable and they need strong
consular protection,” he said. Folks from around the
region attended Saturday’s event and were able to
process their passports within an hour.

In the spring, Bustillos is also hoping to host more
cultural events at the consulate in Presidio. On March 8,
the office will debut an exhibition commemorating and
honoring female artists from Mexico. Later in the year,
they will also host Mexican Independence Day and Day
of the Dead celebrations.

For now, his highest volume of cases are centered in
the Permian Basin — the consulate provides mobile
services for the thousands of Mexican nationals working
in the oil and gas industry. When the consulate visits
Midland, Odessa and Pecos, his office might process
200 people a day.

Still, the consulate’s home base is small-town
Presidio, and Bustillos wants to make members of the
community aware that they are always welcome. “I
want to tell the Mexican people that this is their home
abroad,” he said. “I want to thank American citizens for
hosting us, and that we want to reassure them that we’ll
be doing our business in a respectful way.”

Bustillos insists it’s all about connection. “We want
to accomplish important things for the familia — for
Presidio, in this case,” he said. “[Anyone] can approach
the consulate if they think we can help in any way or
if we can help make the life of the community better.”

The next dates for mobile consulate services will be
held on February 25 and 26 at 201 W Florida Avenue
in Midland and 101 South Frontage Road (La Quinta
Inn & Suites) in Pecos. The Presidio office is open from
9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday through Friday. For more
information, call 424 309 0009.

Wrongful termination claim

(Continued from page 1)

any comments at this time,” before hanging up again.

Neither Newton nor his attorney, John A. Wenke,
returned repeated requests for comment.

Newton’s notice of legal claims, obtained by The
Presidio International through a public records request,
accuses the city of firing him without “good cause,”
in breach of his contract, and in retaliation for taking
protected family and medical leave.

Newton was fired by the city council on April 4, 2022.
Council members declined to comment to The Presidio
International about the reasoning behind Newton’s
termination, though all present voted in support after an
extended discussion in closed session.

Mayor John Ferguson was the sole dissenting voice.
At the same meeting, he expressed appreciation for
Newton’s service to the city in various capacities for
nearly 13 years. “Over the past year, you’ve led Presidio
out of some of our darkest times,” he said.

“You just have to
wonder. Evidently
somebody had to pay
somebody — where does
that lead back to?”

Texas is an at-will employment state, meaning that
employees can be terminated at any time for any reason.
But jobs under contract — including the position of
Presidio city administrator — are subject to different
rules. The letter sent to Mayor John Ferguson by
Newton’s legal counsel argued that Council’s decision
was a breach of contract.

Per Newton’s contract, he could only be terminated
with good cause in the case of “any willful ... disregard
or habitual neglect” of his duties as city administrator,
“misconduct ... involving a crime of moral turpitude
or criminal legality” or misuse of taxpayer money.
Newton’s lawyer argued that an explanation of “good
cause” under these stipulations was never provided by
the city.

“No explanation of what constituted ‘good cause’ was
provided to Mr. Newton, and no written termination
notice was provided,” wrote Wenke.

Wenke did not believe that Newton had violated his
contract, instead he was the victim of discriminatory
and potentially illegal conduct. He argued that Newton
had not been given adequate notice of performance

issues by Council and that he was not present in the
closed session where his performance was discussed.

Wenke claimed that a vote was taken in executive
session and Newton did not discover the results of the
vote until open session. (State law does not require
the subject of a personnel issue in closed session to
be present during that session — additionally, official
votes cannot be taken during closed session.)

Furthermore, Wenke argued that Newton was
discriminated against for taking protected leave for a
“serious medical issue” — Newton had given notice
that he would be out of office until around March 29.
He was fired on April 4 — Wenke said that the short
period of time between Newton’s medical leave and his
termination was enough to prove a “causal relationship”
between the two.

Wenke also claimed that differing reasons for
Newton’s departure were given to Newton himself and
to the Texas Workforce Commission — the city had
told the commission that Newton was laid off, which
Newton discovered when he applied for unemployment
benefits.

The notice stated that Newton would seek “back pay,
reinstatement and/or front pay, liquidated damages
(doubling of the back and front pay amount), and
attorney fees.” Wenke argued that the remaining time on
Newton’s contract would entitle him to approximately
$125,000 in back pay.

Should the claim become a lawsuit, each individual
council member who voted for Newton’s termination
would be named as a defendant.

The question of the claim’s resolution has, bizarrely,
emerged as a mystery for city officials. Both Mayor
Ferguson and City Secretary Brenda Lee Ornelas-Acufia
maintain that Wenke’s letter is the only documentation
of a complaint against the city by Brad Newton.

Through the rumor mill, they discovered that the
claim had allegedly been settled by the city — though
no documentation of the payout was provided through
city budget line-items or fluctuations in the city’s
insurance premiums.

At Ferguson’s request, Ornelas-Acufia reached out
to both Wenke’s office and the city’s official counsel.
She was able to confirm that a settlement was reached
— but that the details were confidential and the city
wouldn’t be footing the bill. “I have no idea how on
earth word got out,” Ferguson said. “But [our legal
counsel] indicated that we wouldn’t be getting anything
in writing.”

Officials remain baffled about how the affair was
handled. “You just have to wonder,” Ferguson said.
“Evidently somebody had to pay somebody — where
does that lead back to?”

Rio Bravo Ranch to host second annual
songwriters festival

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — Over the weekend of February 24, Rio
Bravo Ranch will host its second annual “unplugged”
songwriters festival. The intimate event will feature
food trucks and catering by local businesses as well as
acoustic sets by regional and up-and-coming artists.

Lauren Cecil — who runs the upscale lodging and
Jeep rental operation along with her husband, Charlie
— envisions the event as “a miniature Woodstock.” The
acoustic sets will feature Blan Scott and Drew Cooper
on Friday night and duo Mike McClure and Chrislyn
Rose on Saturday night.

So far, most of the guest list are out-of-towners com-
ing to camp on the property — but the Cecils would like
to extend a 50% discount to locals, bringing the ticket
price down to $100 a pop for music and food. Festival
attendees can extend their stay through Sunday with a

half-day river trip led by Angell Expeditions for an ad-
ditional $85 plus tip.

The list of vendors includes the Presidio Trading
Post & Cantina, the Pink Flamingo, Mayahuel Ojina-
ga, Marfa Spirit Co., Watson Vineyard Wine and Tall
City Brewing Company. Musician Chrislyn Rose will
be leading an optional outdoor yoga session on Satur-
day morning.

After a trial run last year, Cecil thinks she’s figured
out some of the secrets to hosting a successful event:
keeping things small, offering top-tier food and bev-
erages, and taking advantage of the beautiful setting
along the River Road. “It’s really organic, there’s a lot
of impromptu stuff,” she said. “You never know what’s
going to happen, but it always ends with hanging out
around the campfire.”

For more information, contact Lauren Cecil at 432
229 3302 or riobravoranchl979@gmail.com

Big Bend Reproductive
Coalition announces
workshop series

TRI-COUNTY — The Big Bend Reproductive Coalition is thrilled to
announce a new virtual workshop series for residents of the Big Bend re-
gion. The series, Knowledge Share: Reproductive Autonomy, will be eight
sessions covering a variety of topics, including the history of reproductive
justice, fertility, birth control, abortion, consent, stigma and biases, and

more.

Sessions take place online Mondays at 7 p.m. March 6 through April

17, 2023.

The online workshops are open to anyone in the Big Bend region that
wants to learn more about reproductive health, rights, justice and access.
Safety and security measures will be implemented. The sessions are free.

To purchase tickets, or to learn more, visit www.BigBendRC.org or on

Instagram @bbreproductivecoalition.

PLEASE
RECYCLE

THIS
PAPER

Presidio Bridge
(Continued from page 1)

projected end date of February.

Now, two-thirds of the way through February, Sen.
Blanco’s office was happy to announce that the project
was “finally making headway” — leaving Presidio city
officials scratching their heads.

“There’s been a lot of hearsay about where everything
stopped or started,” said Ferguson. “The often-repeated
thing was that it was on the governor’s desk, but that’s
just speculation.”

Ferguson was hopeful that Blanco’s announcement
was “the real thing.” When the project was first

announced, construction was projected to be finished in
the summer of 2019 — nearly four years later, millions
of annual bridge-crossers are still waiting. “Hopefully,
we’ll have a finished product by June,” he said.

Presidio County Judge Joe Portillo expressed relief
and gratitude that the “overdue” project may finally be
nearing completion. “Unfortunately, it was stalled, and
what was a 13-month project turned into a four-year
project,” he said.

“This is huge,” he continued. “This is big — this is
exactly what we’ve been waiting for.”

COALICION REPRODUCTIVA DEL

‘

BIG BEND

REPRODUCTIVE COALITION

BIG BEND REPRODUCTIVE COALITION

provides educational materials and resources to

West Texans that want more information about
abortion and miscarriage management.

Big Bend Reproductive Coalition does not give medical or
legal advice. This information is an educational resource.

COALICION REPRODUCTIVA DEL
BIG BEND proveé materiales y recursos
educacionales a los habitantes de West Texas,
los cuales quieran informacion acerca del
manejo del aborto y aborto espontaneo.

La Coalicion Reproductiva del Big Bend no brinda asesoramiento
médico ni legal. Esta informacion es un recurso educativo.

BigBendRC(@proton.me

(@BBReproductiveCoalition
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Consul mexicano

(Continuacioén de la pagina 1)

pasaportes o tarjetas de identificacion y registrarse
para votar en las elecciones. El consulado también
puede emitir certificados de nacimiento y licencias de
matrimonio.

Los certificados de defuncion presentan un desafio
particular. “Hay muchos mexicanos que mueren en
su intento de cruzar a Estados Unidos”, explico, un
problema complejo que puede agravarse cuando se
trata de repatriar los restos y notificar a los familiares.
“Podemos ayudar [a las familias] a lidiar con todo el
proceso”.

Una parte importante del trabajo de Bustillos es llegar
a los ciudadanos mexicanos que navegan por el sistema
legal estadounidense. Los consules visitan las prisiones
y se aseguran de que los mexicanos encarcelados sean
tratados con humanidad y se les informe sobre sus
derechos.

En Texas, los consulados mexicanos prestan especial
atencion a los casos de pena de muerte porque la pena
de muerte es ilegal en México. “No somos abogados,

pero tenemos una red de abogados a los que podemos
[referir] y que pueden atender esos casos”, explico.

Su experiencia en los Estados Unidos ha incluido
recientemente El Paso y Laredo, importantes ciudades
portuarias que proporcionaron el contexto necesario
para su trabajo posterior en Presidio. Antes de su
reubicacion, habia cruzado a México utilizando el
puerto de entrada de Presidio varias veces, pero no
estaba realmente seguro de lo que le esperaba.

Con un poco de investigacion, a Bustillos le gust6 la
idea de vivir en Presidio. “[Los presidentes] aprecian
los valores familiares”, dijo. “Amo la ciudad, amo el
paisaje, amo el desierto”.

El sdbado pasado, el consulado organiz6 un evento
con la Red Fronteriza por los Derechos Humanos
(BNHR), que recientemente abri6 una oficina en
Presidio. El evento recopild encuestas de los lugarefios
para ayudar a determinar como tanto la organizacion
sin fines de lucro como el consulado podrian satisfacer
sus necesidades y conectarlos con servicios vitales que
podrian tener miedo de solicitar, en preparacién para
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una proxima campaiia de ciudadania en abril.

Bustillos estaba familiarizado con el BNHR desde
su tiempo en El Paso y descubri6 que su mision
complementaba la forma en que piensa sobre su
trabajo. “La poblacion mexicana en Estados Unidos es
vulnerable y necesita una fuerte proteccion consular”,
dijo. Personas de toda la region asistieron al evento del
sébado y pudieron procesar sus pasaportes en una hora.

En la primavera, Bustillos también espera organizar
mas eventos culturales en el consulado de Presidio. El
8 de marzo, la oficina inaugurara una exposicion que
conmemorard y honrara a las artistas femeninas de
México. Mas adelante en el afio, también albergaran las
celebraciones del Dia de la Independencia de México y
el Dia de los Muertos.

Por ahora, su mayor volumen de casos se centra en
la cuenca del Pérmico: el consulado brinda servicios
moviles para los miles de ciudadanos mexicanos que
trabajan en la industria del petrdleo y el gas. Cuando el
consulado visita Midland, Odessa y Pecos, su oficina
puede procesar a 200 personas por dia.

Atn asi, la base de operaciones del consulado es un
pequefio pueblo de Presidio, y Bustillos quiere que
los miembros de la comunidad sepan que siempre son
bienvenidos. “Quiero decirle al pueblo mexicano que
esta es su casa en el extranjero”, dijo. “Quiero agradecer
a los ciudadanos estadounidenses por recibirnos y
queremos asegurarles que haremos nuestro negocio de
manera respetuosa’.

Bustillos insiste en que todo se trata de conexion.
“Queremos lograr cosas importantes para la familia,
para Presidio, en este caso”, dijo. “[Cualquiera] puede
acercarse al consulado si cree que podemos ayudar de
alguna manera o si podemos ayudar a mejorar la vida
de la comunidad”.

Las proximas fechas para los servicios de consulado
movil se llevaran a cabo el 25 y 26 de febrero en 201
W Florida Avenue en Midland y 101 South Frontage
Road (La Quinta Inn & Suites) en Pecos. La oficina de
Presidio esta abierta de 9 a. m. a 6 p. m., de lunes a
viernes. Para mas informacion llamar al 424 309 0009.

Del Puente Presidio

(Continuacioén de la pagina 1)

de anunciar que el proyecto “finalmente avanzaba”,
dejando a los funcionarios de la ciudad de Presidio
rascandose la cabeza.

“Ha habido muchos rumores sobre donde se detuvo
o comenzod todo”, dijo Ferguson. “Lo que se repite a
menudo es que estaba en el escritorio del gobernador,
pero eso es solo especulacion”.

Ferguson tenia la esperanza de que el anuncio de
Blanco fuera “real”. Cuando se anunci6 el proyecto por
primera vez, se proyectd que la construccion estaria
terminada en el verano de 2019; casi cuatro afios

* NEWSPAPER » COFFEE*
* COCKTAILS *

OPEN EVERY DAY
7:30 AM

209 W EL PASO ST
MARFA, TX 79843

BREAKFAST FROM
7:30 AM - 3 PM
LUNCH FROM
11 AM - 3 PM

después, millones de personas que cruzan el puente
anualmente todavia estdn esperando. “Con suerte,
tendremos un producto terminado para junio”, dijo.

El juez del condado de Presidio, Joe Portillo,
expresdo su alivio y gratitud de que el proyecto
“atrasado” finalmente esté a punto de completarse.
“Desafortunadamente, se estancé y lo que era un
proyecto de 13 meses se convirtid en un proyecto de
cuatro afios”, dijo.

“Esto es enorme”, continud. “Esto es grande, esto es
exactamente lo que hemos estado esperando”.
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NOTICE OF DEADLINE TO FILE AN APPLICATION FOR PLACE ON THE BALLOT
(AVISO DE FECHA LIMITE PARA PRESENTAR UNA SOLICITUD PARA UN LUGAR EN LA BOLETA)

Motice is hereby given that an application for a place on the
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bornelas@presidiob.us or

Email or Fax Mumber to send an application for place on the ballot:
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Reclamo de terminacion indebida

(Continuacioén de la pagina 1)

que representa a la ciudad, Bojorquez Law Firm, PC,
no respondi6 a las repetidas solicitudes de comentarios.
Cuando se contactd por teléfono el miércoles por la
mafiana en un ultimo intento de solicitar comentarios,
un representante del bufete de abogados colgo el
Presidio International a mitad de la consulta; cuando
The International volvié a llamar, la persona que
contesto el teléfono dijo abruptamente: “No vamos a
hacer ningin comentario en este momento”, antes de
colgar nuevamente.

Ni Newton ni su abogado, John A. Wenke,
respondieron repetidas solicitudes de comentarios.

El aviso de reclamos legales de Newton, obtenido
por The Presidio International a través de una solicitud
de registros publicos, acusa a la ciudad de despedirlo
sin “buena causa”, en incumplimiento de su contrato y
en represalia por tomar una licencia médica y familiar
protegida.

Newton fue despedido por el consejo de la ciudad el 4
de abril de 2022. Los miembros del consejo se negaron
a comentar con The Presidio International sobre el
razonamiento detras del despido de Newton, aunque
todos los presentes votaron a favor después de una
discusion prolongada en una sesion cerrada.

El alcalde John Ferguson fue la unica voz disidente.
En la misma reunion, expresé su agradecimiento por el
servicio de Newton a la ciudad en diversas funciones
durante casi 13 afios. “Durante el afio pasado, sacaste a
Presidio de algunos de nuestros tiempos mas oscuros”,
dijo.

Texas es un estado de empleo a voluntad, lo que
significa que los empleados pueden ser despedidos
en cualquier momento y por cualquier motivo. Pero
los trabajos bajo contrato, incluido el puesto de
administrador de la ciudad de Presidio, estan sujetos
a reglas diferentes. La carta enviada al alcalde John
Ferguson por el asesor legal de Newton argumentaba
que la decision del Concejo era un incumplimiento de
contrato.

Segtin el contrato de Newton, solo podria ser despedido
con una buena causa en el caso de “cualquier descuido
intencional o negligencia habitual” de sus deberes
como administrador de la ciudad, “mala conducta...
que involucre un delito de bajeza moral o legalidad
penal” o mal uso del dinero de los contribuyentes. . El
abogado de Newton argument6é que la ciudad nunca
proporcion6 una explicacion de “buena causa” bajo
estas estipulaciones.

“No se proporciond ninguna explicacion de lo que
constituia una ‘buena causa’ al Sr. Newton, y no se
proporciond ningin aviso de rescision por escrito”,
escribio Wenke.

Wenke no creia que Newton hubiera violado su
contrato, sino que fue victima de una conducta
discriminatoria y potencialmente ilegal. Argumento
que el Consejo no habia notificado adecuadamente a

Newton sobre los problemas de desempefio y que no
estuvo presente en la sesion cerrada donde se discutio
su desempefio.

Wenke afirmé que se realizd6 una votacion en la
sesion ejecutiva y Newton no descubrid los resultados
de la votacion hasta la sesion abierta. (La ley estatal
no requiere que el sujeto de un problema de personal
en una sesion cerrada esté presente durante esa sesion;
ademas, no se pueden realizar votaciones oficiales
durante una sesion cerrada).

Ademas, Wenke argumentd que Newton fue
discriminado por tomar una licencia protegida por un
“problema médico grave”: Newton habia notificado
que estaria fuera de su cargo hasta alrededor del 29 de
marzo. Fue despedido el 4 de abril. Wenke dijo que el
corto periodo de tiempo entre la licencia médica de
Newton y su terminacion fue suficiente para probar una
“relacion causal” entre los dos.

Wenke también afirmé que se dieron diferentes
razones para la partida de Newton al propio Newton y
a la Comision de la Fuerza Laboral de Texas: la ciudad
le habia dicho a la comision que Newton fue despedido,
lo que Newton descubrié cuando solicito los beneficios
de desempleo.

El aviso decia que Newton buscaria “pago atrasado,
reincorporacion y/o pago por adelantado, dafios
liquidados (duplicacién del monto del pago atrasado
y por adelantado) y honorarios de abogados”. Wenke
argument6 que el tiempo restante en el contrato de
Newton le daria derecho a aproximadamente $125,000
en salarios atrasados.

Si el reclamo se convierte en una demanda, cada
miembro individual del consejo que votod a favor del
despido de Newton seria nombrado como demandado.

Extrafiamente, la cuestion de la resolucion del reclamo
ha surgido como un misterio para los funcionarios de
la ciudad. Tanto el alcalde Ferguson como la secretaria
de la ciudad, Brenda Lee Ornelas-Acuia, sostienen que
la carta de Wenke es la unica documentacion de una
denuncia contra la ciudad por parte de Brad Newton.

A través de la fabrica de rumores, descubrieron que
supuestamente la ciudad habia resuelto el reclamo,
aunque no se proporcion6 documentacion del pago
a través de partidas presupuestarias de la ciudad o
fluctuaciones en las primas de seguro de la ciudad.

A pedido de Ferguson, Ornelas-Acufia se comunicd
tanto con la oficina de Wenke como con el abogado
oficial de la ciudad. Pudo confirmar que se llegd a un
acuerdo, pero que los detalles eran confidenciales y
que la ciudad no pagaria la factura. “No tengo idea de
como diablos se corri6 la voz”, dijo Ferguson. “Pero
[nuestro asesor legal] indicoé que no obtendriamos nada
por escrito”.

Los funcionarios siguen desconcertados acerca
de como se manejo el asunto. “Solo tienes que
preguntarte”, dijo Ferguson. “Evidentemente, alguien
tenia que pagarle a alguien, ;a donde lleva eso?”

Rio Bravo Ranch sera sede del segundo
festival anual de compositores

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — Durante el fin de semana del 24 de
febrero, Rio Bravo Ranch sera el anfitrion de su segundo
festival anual de compositores “desenchufados”.
El evento intimo contard con camiones de comida
y catering de empresas locales, asi como conjuntos
acusticos de artistas regionales y emergentes.

Lauren Cecil, que dirige el alojamiento exclusivo y
la operacion de alquiler de jeeps junto con su esposo,
Charlie, visualiza el evento como “un Woodstock en
miniatura”. Los sets acusticos contaran con Blan Scott
y Drew Cooper el viernes por la noche y el dio Mike
McClure y Chrislyn Rose el sabado por la noche.

Hasta ahora, la mayoria de la lista de invitados son
forasteros que vienen a acampar en la propiedad, pero a
los Cecils les gustaria extender un descuento del 50 %
a los lugarefios, bajando el precio de la entrada a $100
por musica y comida. Los asistentes al festival pueden

extender su estadia hasta el domingo con un viaje de
medio dia por el rio dirigido por Angell Expeditions por
$85 adicionales mas una propina.

La lista de proveedores incluye Presidio Trading Post
& Cantina, Pink Flamingo, Mayahuel Ojinaga, Marfa
Spirit Co., Watson Vineyard Wine y Tall City Brewing
Company. La musica Chrislyn Rose dirigird una sesion
opcional de yoga al aire libre el sdbado por la mafiana.

Después de una prueba el afno pasado, Cecil cree que
descubrio algunos de los secretos para organizar un
evento exitoso: mantener las cosas pequeflas, ofrecer
alimentos y bebidas de primer nivel y aprovechar
el hermoso entorno a lo largo de River Road. “Es
realmente orgdnico, hay muchas cosas improvisadas”,
dijo. “Nunca se sabe lo que va a pasar, pero siempre
termina pasando el rato alrededor de la fogata”.

Para obtener mas informacion, comuniquese con
Lauren Cecil al 432 229 3302 o riobravoranch1979@
gmail.com
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Convention and Visitors Bureau in talks to bring
Viva Big Bend to Presidio

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — At last Tuesday’s meeting of the Convention and Visitors
Bureau (CVB), Stewart Ramser of Viva Big Bend called in to discuss the
prospect of bringing the popular music festival to Presidio this summer.
Last year’s event brought 65 bands to 17 venues in Marfa, Fort Davis,
Alpine, Marathon and Terlingua, packing local hotels and bringing in a
much-needed economic boost to local communities.

There hasn’t yet been a Viva Big Bend offshoot in Presidio, but local
officials have been in touch with the organizers since last July’s event. As
part of a push to spruce up one of Presidio’s most popular public spaces,
former Presidio Municipal Development District Jeran Stephens hoped that
a rehabilitated bandshell at Daly Park might one day serve as an attractive
venue.

Those dreams inched closer to reality at last week’s meeting, as Ramser
and the CVB Board hashed out some of the details about cost and the
reality of hosting a summer event in Presidio. “We’ve really been trying
to showcase as many places as we can,” said Ramser. “We’ve wanted to
work with y’all in the past — budget-wise, it’s tough to do, but I’'m open
to ideas.”

A traditional Viva Big Bend weekend is typically packed with shows
mostly concentrated in Big Bend communities north of the Border Patrol
checkpoints. Part of the challenge would be spacing Presidio’s potential
events so that folks wouldn’t be deterred from making the trek between

Alpine or Marfa and Presidio for a show.

Ramser would personally like to see the program expand to include
Boquillas — a small border town that can only be accessed through Big
Bend National Park — and pitched the idea of having a “south county” day
aimed toward getting people to attend events in Presidio and Terlingua after
the Boquillas port of entry closes at 4 p.m.

Board members discussed which of the weekend’s nights would be the
best fit for either a large Presidio show or two smaller shows spaced out
through the festival. Even if Presidio’s first shows were on the smaller
side, Ramser explained that the City of Presidio would still be named as
a sponsor of the festival on all promotional materials. “Hopefully, there’s
some benefit with that,” he said.

Board President Arian Velazquez-Ornelas pointed out that a later show
would work best — hot Presidio summers make it nearly impossible to
spend time outside, let alone dance. “Honestly, the heat down here wouldn’t
allow for a day event,” she explained.

The CVB Board also discussed trying to coordinate the potential Viva
Big Bend event with the Presidio Drag Races and brainstormed potential
vendors to try to give visitors a taste of Presidio. “That can be collaborative
[with Viva Big Bend] or y’all can handle that on your own if you want,”
Ramser said.

Ultimately, the board moved to table the discussion for two more weeks
so that they could determine an exact quote for how much joining the
festival and hosting events would cost. “There’s some ambiguity right now
because there’s so many moving parts,” Ramser said.

La Oficina de Convenciones y Visitantes en
conversaciones para traer Viva Big Bend a Presidio

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — En la reunién del martes pasado de la Oficina de Visitantes
y Convenciones (CVB), Stewart Ramser de Viva Big Bend llamé para
discutir la posibilidad de llevar el festival de musica popular a Presidio
este verano. El evento del afio pasado reuni6 a 65 bandas en 17 lugares en
Marfa, Fort Davis, Alpine, Marathon y Terlingua, llenando hoteles locales
y brindando un impulso econémico muy necesario para las comunidades
locales.

Todavia no ha habido una rama de Viva Big Bend en Presidio, pero los
funcionarios locales han estado en contacto con los organizadores desde
el evento de julio pasado. Como parte de un impulso para mejorar uno
de los espacios publicos mas populares de Presidio, el antiguo Distrito de
Desarrollo Municipal de Presidio, Jeran Stephens, esperaba que una concha
acustica rehabilitada en Daly Park algtin dia pudiera servir como un lugar
atractivo.

Esos suefios se acercaron poco a poco a la realidad en la reunion de la
semana pasada, cuando Ramser y la Junta de CVB discutieron algunos de
los detalles sobre el costo y la realidad de organizar un evento de verano
en Presidio. “Realmente hemos estado tratando de mostrar tantos lugares
como podamos”, dijo Ramser. “Queriamos trabajar con todos ustedes en el
pasado; en cuanto al presupuesto, es dificil de hacer, pero estoy abierto a
ideas”.

Un fin de semana tradicional de Viva Big Bend generalmente esta repleto
de espectaculos concentrados principalmente en las comunidades de Big
Bend al norte de los puntos de control de la Patrulla Fronteriza. Parte del
desafio seria espaciar los eventos potenciales de Presidio para que la gente
no se detuviera a hacer el viaje entre Alpine o Marfa y Presidio para un

espectaculo.

A Ramser personalmente le gustaria que el programa se expandiera para
incluir a Boquillas, una pequefia ciudad fronteriza a la que solo se puede
acceder a través del Parque Nacional Big Bend, y presentd la idea de
tener un dia del “condado sur” destinado a que la gente asista a eventos en
Presidio y Terlingua después del cierre del puerto de entrada de Boquillas
alas 4 p.m.

Los miembros de la junta discutieron cudl de las noches del fin de
semana seria la mejor opcion para un gran especticulo de Presidio o dos
espectaculos mas pequefios espaciados a lo largo del festival. Incluso si los
primeros espectaculos de Presidio fueran mas pequefios, Ramser explicd
que la Ciudad de Presidio atin seria nombrada patrocinadora del festival en
todos los materiales promocionales. “Con suerte, hay algin beneficio con
eso”, dijo.

El presidente de la junta, Arian Velazquez-Ornelas, sefiald que un
espectaculo posterior funcionaria mejor: los calurosos veranos de Presidio
hacen que sea casi imposible pasar tiempo al aire libre, y mucho menos
bailar. “Honestamente, el calor aqui abajo no permitiria un evento de un
dia”, explico.

La junta directiva de CVB también discutio tratar de coordinar el posible
evento Viva Big Bend con Presidio Drag Races e hizo una lluvia de ideas
sobre posibles proveedores para tratar de darles a los visitantes una muestra
de Presidio. “Eso puede ser colaborativo [con Viva Big Bend] o pueden
manejarlo por su cuenta si lo desean”, dijo Ramser.

En tultima instancia, la junta decidi6 posponer la discusion durante dos
semanas mas para poder determinar una cotizacion exacta de cuanto
costaria unirse al festival y organizar eventos. “Hay cierta ambigiiedad en
este momento porque hay muchas partes méviles”, dijo Ramser.

StoryCorps mobile tour kicks off in the Big Bend

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

TRI-COUNTY — Earlier this week, the StoryCorps Airstream trailer
arrived in Marfa, waiting to be filled with memories and conversation. Sto-
ryCorps is a nonprofit launched in 2003 that aims to “collect, archive and
share the stories of people from all backgrounds.”

The program is aimed at recording conversations between two people on
their own terms with the help of a trained StoryCorps facilitator. Conversa-
tions are capped at 40 minutes and can be conducted in English or Spanish.
With participant permission, recordings of these conversations are shared
with the Library of Congress Folklife Center to be preserved for future
generations.

This year’s Big Bend tour will also include stops in Presidio and Terlin-
gua. Participants who can’t attend any of the regional events in person are
also invited to record virtually or in Marfa, so long as at least one of the
participants currently lives in the region.

StoryCorps will begin its stop in Marfa with an open house at Marfa
Public Library on February 16 at 11:30 a.m. More reservations in Mar-
fa will open on February 17 and appointments will be available through
March 10. In-person recordings will be hosted at Marfa Public Library.
Masks are required and participants who are not fully vaccinated are en-
couraged to request the virtual recording option.

Reservations can be made online or by calling the organization’s 24-
hour toll-free reservation line at 1-800-850-4406.
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%5 Notice:

Dr. Katie Rays last day of seeing patients at
Preventative Care Health Services (dba)
Presidio County Health Services, Inc.
is February 28, 2023

“It has been my great pleasure getting to know you and
be a small part of your life for these last 10 years.
Wishing you the best,

Dr. Katie Ray”

Her patients may:
e Remain as a patient at PCHS and be referred to another
practicing provider at this clinic.
Make an appointment with Dr. Edith Simmons,
Dr. Patrick Daly, Dr. Mark Dwinell, Dr. Emily Sliz and
William Mason-FNP today.
® Obtain your medical records from this office.
eRequest a medical records transfer release to another
health care provider.

AVISO:
El dltimo dia de la Dr. Katie Rays de ver a los pacientes en
Preventative Care Health Services (dba) Presidio County
Health Services, Inc. es 28 de febrero de 2023

Sus pacientes pueden:

* Permanecer como paciente en PCHS y ser cita con
otro proveedor practicante en esta clinica. Haga una cita
con la Dr. Edith Simmons, el Dr. Patrick Daly, el Dr. Mark

Dwinell, l1a Dr. Emily Sliz o William Mason-FNP hoy.

* Obtenga sus registros médicos de esta oficina.
e Solicitar una liberacién de transferencia de registros
médicos a otro proveedor de atencion médica.

“Ha sido un gran placer conocerte y ser una pequeiia
parte de tu vida durante estos tltimos 10 afos.
Deseandole lo mejor, Dr. Katie Ray”

.{ Notice:

Dr. John Rays last day of seeing patients at
Preventative Care Health Services (dba)
Presidio County Health Services, Inc.
is February 17, 2023

His patients may:
* Remain as a patient at PCHS and be referred to another
practicing provider at this clinic.
Make an appointment with Dr. Edith Simmons,
Dr. Patrick Daly, Dr. Mark Dwinell, Dr. Emily Sliz and
William Mason-FNP today.
¢ Obtain your medical records from this office.
*Request a medical records transfer release to another
health care provider.

AVISO:
El dltimo dia de la Dr. John Rays de ver a los pacientes en
Preventative Care Health Services (dba) Presidio County
Health Services, Inc. es 17 de febrero de 2023

Sus pacientes pueden:

e Permanecer como paciente en PCHS y ser cita con
otro proveedor practicante en esta clinica. Haga una cita
con la Dr. Edith Simmons, el Dr. Patrick Daly, el Dr. Mark

Dwinell, la Dr. Emily Sliz o William Mason-FNP hoy.

¢ Obtenga sus registros médicos de esta oficina.
e Solicitar una liberacién de transferencia de registros
médicos a otro proveedor de atencién médica.

READ ONLINE AT

BIGBENDSENTINEL.COM

JOBS

THE CITY OF PRESIDIO IS ACCEPTING APPLICATION FOR
THE POSITION OF ANIMAL CONTROL.

THIS POSITION WORKS UNDER THE GENERAL SUPERVISION
OF THE CHIEF OF POLICE.

CANDIDATES MUST HAVE THE FOLLOWING
MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS:
- MUST BE LEGAL TO WORK IN THE UNITED STATES
- MUST HAVE A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA OR GED
- MUST HAVE A VALID DRIVER’S LICENSE
- MUST BE ABLE TO PASS THE REQUIRED TEST FOR
ANIMAL CONTROL - SALARY BASED ON EXPERIENCE, AND
CERTIFICATIONS.
- BILINGUAL — PREFERRED NOT REQUIRED

APPLICATION AND COMPLETE JOB DESCRIPTION AVAILABLE
AT CITY HALL OR CITY WEBSITE WWW.PRESIDIOTX.US. A CITY
OF PRESIDIO EMPLOYMENT APPLICATION IS REQUIRED TO BE

CONSIDERED FOR THE POSITION.

THIS POSITION IS OPEN UNTIL MARCH 3, 2023

PLEASE SUBMIT APPLICATIONS TO CITY SECRETARY-
BRENDA ACUNA, 507 W OREILLY ST, PRESIDIO, TEXAS 79845.

MAILING ADDRESS:
CITY SECRETARY
PO BOX 1899
PRESIDIO, TX 79845

EMAIL APPLICATION: bornelas@presidiotx.us

APPLICATIONS WILL BE TAKEN UNTIL MARCH 3, 2023

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
ALL SHAFTER RESIDENTS AND PROPERTY OWNERS

There will be a community meeting and voting on starting an
independent water corporation on Tuesday, February 21, 2023
at 6:00 PM at the Catholic Church parish hall. All Shafter resi-

dents and property owners are encouraged to attend.

EMAIL ADS@BIGBENDSENTINEL.COM
FOR ADVERTISING RATES

CORREO ELECTRONICO
ADS@BIGBENDSENTINEL.COM
POR TARIFAS PUBLICITARIAS

DY CONVENIENCE
STORE

fuel e fast food e cold beer,
soda, water, juice e ice ¢ lottery
104 O’Reilly @ the Y
229.4488

FORT DAVI§

Member
UENBER
206 E O’Reilly St.
Presidio, TX 79845
432-229-5000 » www.fdsb.com

& PRESIDIO SPORTS &
~  CALENDAR

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16:
PHS Basketball Boys Varsity vs Crane @ Presidio

FRIDAY - SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17 - 18:
PHS Softball JV @ Pecos Tourney
PHS Softball Varsity @ Ft. Stockton Tourney

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18:
PHS Baseball Varsity vs Da Vinci Charter Scrimmage @ Presidio

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21:
PHS Softball Var/JV @ Pecos, Var 5:00pm, JV 6:30pm
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