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BURN BAN IN
EFFECT, NO
GROUND FIRES

by order of Presidio County

Fire at
Terlingua
CSD campus
claims
robotics
and band
building

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

TERLINGUA — Just after
midnight last Friday morning, a
fire broke out at the Terlingua CSD
campus. By the time the sun came
up, the tiny school district’s band
and robotics building was rendered
a total loss — as well as the personal
belongings and equipment of the
students in both programs.

Dispatch was alerted at 1:51
a.m. Terlingua Fire and EMS,

the Brewster County Sheriff’s
Department, and National Park
Service fire crews responded

quickly and helped prevent the
blaze from also claiming the school
library.

Former Terlingua CSD
teacher Nate Simons called 911,
initially assuming that the blaze
on the horizon was an out-of-
control burn pile. In addition to
contacting dispatch, he called
the Superintendent Reagan Reed
at home to start alerting school
leadership.

While waiting for the pros to show
up, Simons rushed to the scene as
the first first responder. Armed with
fire extinguishers from home, he did
his best to contain the blaze from
the outside — noting that the fire
had already started to destabilize the
building from below. “It was purely
a neighborly thing,” he said of his
split-second decision to assist.

Simons stayed with the fire
crews until around 3 a.m., and
Superintendent Reed stayed through
sunrise. As students and staff started
waking up and getting ready for

school, news gradually spread
through the community about what
had happened overnight.

Junior Gigi Keenan found out
about the fire from her dad. She
thought he was running late to pick
her up from school, so she gave
him a call — and he told her the
bad news. He’d just received word
that school was canceled because
of a fire that had broken out at the
band and robotics building. “It was
devastating,” Keenan said.

Some of Keenan’s classmates had
big ticket items go missing — a
guitarist lost a series of amps and
the percussionists lost two drum sets
and a keyboard. Director Bradley
Anthenat — who also serves as
the school’s robotics coach and IT
specialist — lost a trombone he’d
had since childhood.

The fire also claimed “Big Girl,”
a robot that the robotics students
would have used for a regional
competition in Lubbock. “The
robotics parts, playing field and
tools will all be replaced, but the
students’ and [Coach] Anthenat’s
hundreds of hours on design and
coding cannot,” the school wrote in
a press release.

Though Terlingua CSD students
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Staff photo by Sam Karas / Foto por Sam Karas
The Blue Devils recite the school anthem to get pumped up before Thursday’s game. READ MORE ON PAGE 2.
Los Blue Devils recitan el himno de la escuela para animarse antes del partido del jueves. LEER MAS EN LA PAGINA 3.

Presidio ISD School
Board talks security

upgrades, naming
volleyball field

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — At last Wednesday’s meeting, the Presidio ISD School
Board got much-needed facilities updates and brainstormed projects to
make the district’s campuses more secure. To cap everything off, they
decided to formally name the district’s volleyball field after local legend
and school booster Daniel G. DeAnda — a dedication that’s been two years
in the works.

The facilities updates came on the heels of a busy season of deliberating
the district’s priorities for improvements and sending potential projects out
for bids. Ruben Armendariz gave a presentation on a number of projects
up for consideration, including new security lights at the high school and
fencing for the middle school.

First up, Armendariz recommended upgrading security lights at the high
school. He pointed out that the cost of LED lights had gone down, putting
the district in a good position to replace existing lighting and add more
where needed. “We’d like to get it done before graduation, if possible,” he
said.

School board members agreed that lighting was important, especially
because the high school campus is a hub for activity long after school is
finished. Providing ample light for students leaving sporting events and

(Continued on page 2)

La Junta Escolar de
Presidio ISD habla sobre
las actualizaciones de
seguridad y nombra el
campo de voleibol

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — En la reunion del miéreoles pasado, la Junta Escolar del
Distrito Escolar Independiente de Presidio obtuvo actualizaciones de las
instalaciones muy necesarias y realiz6 una lluvia de ideas sobre proyectos
para hacer que los campus del distrito sean mas seguros. Para colmo,
decidieron nombrar formalmente el campo de voleibol del distrito en
honor a la leyenda local y promotor de la escuela Daniel G. DeAnda, una
dedicacion que lleva dos afios en proceso.

Las actualizaciones de las instalaciones se produjeron inmediatamente
después de una temporada alta de deliberaciones sobre las prioridades del
distrito para las mejoras y el envio de proyectos potenciales a licitacion.
Rubén Armendariz hizo una presentacion sobre una serie de proyectos a
considerar, incluidas nuevas luces de seguridad en la escuela secundaria y
cercas para la escuela intermedia.

Primero, Armendariz recomend6 actualizar las luces de seguridad en la
escuela secundaria. Sefial6 que el costo de las luces LED habia bajado,
poniendo al distrito en una buena posicion para reemplazar la iluminacion

(Continua en la pdgina 3)

Presidio City Council
talks funding for water
infrastructure projects

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — At Tuesday’s meeting, Presidio City Council discussed
grant-funded overhauls to the city’s aging water system — adjusting the
budget for one set of projects using existing funding and setting goals for a
new round of grant applications.

The meeting included both a second public hearing and a vote on the city’s
priorities for the Texas Community Development Block Grant (TxCDBG)
program. City Administrator Pablo Rodriguez laid out his wishlist for
grant funding with estimates from the city’s finance experts and input from
department heads.

The majority of the list concerned water infrastructure projects. Top
billing was given to the existing water tower, which needs a thorough
cleaning and a new standpipe, followed by adding and replacing valves on
service lines and thoroughly mapping those lines.

Rodriguez had also been approached by the county about potential ideas
for diverting flood water in areas of town prone to being inundated during
monsoon season — officials were interested in building and expanding
retention ponds. “The goal is improving our streets with flood control,” he
said.

Lower-priority items included adding a water catchment system to the

(Continued on page 2)

El Ayuntamiento de
Presidio habla sobre la
financiacion de proyectos
de infraestructura de ag.

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — En la reunién del martes, el Concejo Municipal de Presidio
discutio las revisiones financiadas por subvenciones al antiguo sistema de
agua de la ciudad, ajustando el presupuesto para un conjunto de proyectos
utilizando los fondos existentes y estableciendo metas para una nueva
ronda de solicitudes de subvenciones.

La reunioén incluyé una segunda audiencia publica y una votacién sobre
las prioridades de la ciudad para el programa de Subsidios en Bloque para
el Desarrollo Comunitario de Texas (TxCDBG). El administrador de la
ciudad, Pablo Rodriguez, presento su lista de deseos para la financiacion de
subvenciones con estimaciones de los expertos en finanzas de la ciudad y
aportes de los jefes de departamento.

La mayoria de la lista se referia a proyectos de infraestructura de agua.
Se otorgd la maxima facturacion a la torre de agua existente, que necesita
una limpieza a fondo y una nueva tuberia vertical, seguida de la adicion y
reemplazo de valvulas en las lineas de servicio y un mapeo completo de
esas lineas.

(Continued on page 3)

Incendio en
el campus
de Terlingua
CSD reclama
robotica y
COnStruccion
de bandas

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

TERLINGUA — Justo después de
la medianoche del pasado viernes
por la mafana, se produjo un
incendio en el campus de Terlingua
CSD. Cuando sali6 €l sol, el edificio
de robdtica y banda del pequeiio
distrito escolar se habia perdido por
completo, asi como las pertenencias
personales y el equipo de los
estudiantes en ambos programas.

Dispatch fue alertado a la 1:51
a. m. Terlingua Fire and EMS,
el Departamento del Sheriff del
Condado de Brewster y los equipos
de bomberos del Servicio de
Parques Nacionales respondieron
rapidamente y ayudaron a evitar que
el incendio también se apoderara de
la biblioteca de la escuela.

El ex maestro de Terlingua
CSD, Nate Simons, llamé al 911,
inicialmente asumiendo que el
incendio en el horizonte era una pila
de fuego fuera de control. Ademas
de comunicarse con el despacho,
llamo6 al superintendente Reagan
Reed a su casa para comenzar a
alertar al liderazgo escolar.

Mientras esperaba que aparecieran
los profesionales, Simons se
apresur6 a llegar al lugar como
el primero en responder. Armado
con los extintores de incendios
de su casa, hizo todo lo posible
para contener las llamas desde el
exterior y sefial6 que el fuego ya
habia comenzado a desestabilizar
el edificio desde abajo. “Fue
puramente una  cuestion de
vecindad”, dijo sobre su decision de
ayudar en una fraccion de segundo.

Simons se quedd con los
bomberos hasta alrededor de
las 3 a. m., y el superintendente
Reed se quedd hasta el amanecer.
A medida que los estudiantes
y el personal comenzaron a
despertarse y prepararse para la
escuela, las noticias se extendieron
gradualmente por la comunidad
sobre lo que habia sucedido durante
la noche.

Junior Gigi Keenan se enterd del
incendio por su padre. Ella penso
que ¢l llegaba tarde para recogerla
de la escuela, asi que lo llamo y €l
le conto las malas noticias. Acababa
de recibir la noticia de que la
escuela habia sido cancelada debido
a un incendio que habia estallado en
el edificio de la banda y la robotica.
“Fue devastador”, dijo Keenan.

Algunos de los compafieros de
clase de Keenan perdieron articulos
importantes: un guitarrista perdid
una serie de amplificadores y los
percusionistas perdieron dos juegos
de bateria y un teclado. El director
Bradley Anthenat, quien también
se desempefia como entrenador
de robdtica y especialista en TI de
la escuela, perdié un tromboén que
tenia desde la infancia.

Elincendiotambiénse cobroa“Big
Girl”, un robot que los estudiantes
de robodtica habrian usado para una
competencia regional en Lubbock.
“Las piezas de robotica, el campo
de juego y las herramientas seran
reemplazadas, pero los cientos de
horas de disefio y codificacion de
los estudiantes y [Coach] Anthenat
no pueden”, escribié la escuela en
un comunicado de prensa.

Aunque los estudiantes y el
personal de Terlingua CSD estaban
tristes por todo el arduo trabajo que
habian puesto en sus proyectos, la
comunidad rapidamente se puso en

(Continua en la pagina 3)
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School Board

(Continued from page 1)

club meet-ups to get to their vehicles safety was a major
concern. “Lighting — for me — is a priority,” said
Superintendent Ray Vasquez.

Armendariz also briefly discussed a longer-term
project: shifting away from traditional landscaping at
the high school campus and toward xeriscaping — in
other words, planting native species to cut costs and
make the campus easier to care for. The issue was
brought to Armendariz’s attention by Ramon Rodriguez
and Angelica Aguilar of the Presidio High chapter of
the National Honors Society.

Beyond satisfying the students’ concerns, the switch
made practical sense to the facilities crew. “There was a
time where we tried to keep the grass really green, but it
became a safety hazard,” said Armendariz — referring
to wet sidewalks and pools of water that would gather
after daily waterings.

The board also discussed pursuing grants to cover
the costs of installing new fencing around the middle
school, situated on the edge of town. “It’s wide open,”
said Armendariz.

The concern about fencing came a few months after
a series of “safety audits” carried out by the Texas
School Safety Center, in which staff posing as intruders

attempted to enter school buildings at random. Presidio
ISD performed well in this year’s district audit, but
school security has been top of mind for school officials
over the past few years. “Our priority is always the
kids,” said Vasquez.

Ending the meeting on a lighter note, the board
discussed finishing a piece of business left unfinished
since 2020: officially naming the district’s softball field
after Daniel G. DeAnda, former board member and
supporter of Presidio youth sports.

DeAnda was a graduate of Presidio High School
in 1960 and was a champion for Presidio kids for
the majority of his adult life. He was a school board
member for 12 years and was instrumental in starting
the Presidio Little League program — most notably,
leading the scrappy small-town team to the state
championship in 1983.

For years, the school board had wanted to name the
field after DeAnda, but the pandemic threw a wrench in
the plans. DeAnda passed away in February 2020, and
widespread lockdowns due to COVID-19 began shortly
thereafter.

Wednesday’s meetings put the field’s new moniker on
the books. “We just never made it official to carry the
name,” said Vasquez.

Fire

(Continued from page 1)

and staff were sad about all the hard work they’d put
into their projects, the community quickly sprung into
action to try to replace some of the lost equipment.

The senior class helped coordinate plans to receive
donations so that their classmates didn’t miss a beat.
Donations of guitars, drums and other instruments
started trickling in right away. “It makes sense because
of what a tight-knit community we are — and and
especially because we’re such a musical community,”
Keenan said.

The robotics students — officially known as the
Purobots — also received a helping hand. With just
days on the clock, El Dorado High School in El Paso
reached out to donate a robot that didn’t qualify for the
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upcoming regional competition. “It’ll be a busy couple
of days, but they’re rebuilding,” said science teacher
Marcy Reed.

The cause of the fire is still under investigation and
the total cost of repairing and repurchasing equipment
has yet to be determined. In the meantime, donations
are welcome. Funds can be addressed to Terlingua
Common School District (note band, robotics or both)
and equipment can also be mailed or dropped off at the
school.

Terlingua CSD’s mailing address is PO Box 256,
Terlingua TX, 79852. The district’s physical address
is 550 Roadrunner Circle, Terlingua TX, 79852 (first
right after the Y intersection in Study Butte, just before
Cottonwood General Store).
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- Photo courtesy of Terlingua CSD

A fire last Thursday night destroyed the band and robotics building at Terlingua CSD. Donations can be made

directly to the school (details in story).
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City Council

(Continued from page 1)

Presidio Activities Center and library, extending the
wastewater system to underserved parts of town and
beginning the expensive process of planning a new
landfill site. “There’s more on water than anything
else,” said Rodriguez.

Mayor John Ferguson explained that the Rio Grande
Council of Governments (RioCOG) will take the lead
on helping the City of Presidio apply for TxCDBG
funding. The grant process is competitive, and
prioritizing projects in advance will help increase the
likelihood that urgent needs are addressed. “It’s just one
pot of money that’s available,” he said.

Some of the hurry to complete water projects is due to
the fact that the city’s water system is made up of parts
that are designed to alternate — but is currently running
on only one well. Council ultimately moved to approve
Rodriguez’s list of priorities and move ahead with the
grant application process.

Next on the docket, the city discussed budget
adjustments to American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)

funds. ARPA funds were funds disbursed to local
governments by the Biden administration as part of
a COVID-19 relief effort — the money requires no
matching funds from the city.

Ultimately, the budget adjustments were small —
tacking on an additional $500 to the budget approved
a year ago — but council still decided to discuss the
possibility of shuffling priorities around. “We’re
reprioritizing items because wells have started having
problems since we started working on this,” said
Finance Specialist Malynda Richardson.

Mayor Pro Tempore John Razo ultimately moved
to accept the adjusted budget, so long as electrical
problems that had cropped up in the existing lift stations
were bumped up in priority. “You guys are doing a
really good job,” Razo said, addressing the city’s public
works crew, finance department and engineer Ramon
Carrasco. “We really need to get this done.”

Blue Devils narrowly miss a
shot at playoffs

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — Last Thursday, a sea of blue packed
the stands at Presidio High School to cheer on the boys
varsity basketball team. Crane ultimately came out
ahead with a final score of 51-48, but the boys brought
their best to the court after being blessed with a second
chance.

The Blue Devils thought their season was destined to
end after February 10, when they lost against Alpine.
Last Tuesday, they learned that Kermit had eked out
a win against Crane — giving them a second shot to
advance to the playoffs. “It was a big shock to us and
revitalized our energy,” said Anton Morales.

With 48 hours to prepare, the boys once again laced
up their sneakers and hit the court. “Not many people
get a second chance, and we did,” said senior Santiago
Baeza.

Thursday’s game was also a rare chance to compete
on home turf. The Blue Devils have to travel long
distances to compete — often meeting far-flung teams
across West Texas at the midpoint between the two
teams. “We never get this opportunity,” said Gabriel
Montemayor.

Herman Reyes said he had been excited all season to
compete in the new gym, which was officially unveiled
last year in time for graduation. “The energy is so great
when we play here,” he said.

First period, the Blue Devils started off strong — the
last time they played Crane, they won by 20 points.
Slowly, Crane started to build up a lead, first by three
points and then by six at halftime.

The Presidio High School band gave a spirited
performance with help from Director Molly Ferguson
Rodriguez, who put together a program of popular

—

Jose Dominguez in action on the court.

pump-up hits. Principal Hevila Ramos also made a
guest appearance and kept time with the percussionists.

In the second half of the game, Presidio wasn’t able
to take the lead, but the crowd was undeterred — they
cheered with each successful play, and in the final
minutes of the game chanted, “Si, se puede!” to keep
everyone’s spirits up.

Coach Robert Romero was proud of the kids, but
was ultimately frustrated by how close the game was.
“Honestly, I will say that I’d rather get beat by 20 points
than by three points,” he said.

Romero — who has been a coach for 13 years and
head coach for three — takes an old-school, tough-love
approach. “I want them to have a taste of what it’s like
playing at the next level,” he said. “If the kids see that
I work hard, they’re gonna work hard. If they see I’'m
a lazy coach, they’re gonna slack off — and that’s one
thing we don’t do here.”

Both the players and their coach agreed — basketball
is all mental. “It’s a lot about controlling your ups and
downs,” said Montemayor. “If the bench is excited,
everyone on the court is going to be excited.”

It also requires a flexible attitude. “There’s no
guarantees for any year — something can always
happen to a player,” said Romero.

Ultimately, the Blue Devils who will play again next
year are excited about their potential. “There’s been a
lot of ups and downs this season — but I think we have
a really good team chemistry,” said Reyes.

Being a senior comes with its own sense of
responsibility — those who will hand in their jerseys
for good have tried the best they can to set their younger
teammates up for success. “I want to leave any lesson
I can — hopefully they reach farther than we did this
year,” said Baeza.

Staff photo by Sam Karas

Staff photo by Sam Karas

Karina Baeza cheers on her son Santiago in the fourth period of Thursday’s game.
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La Junta Escolar

(Continuacioén de la pagina 1)

existente y agregar mas donde fuera necesario. “Nos
gustaria terminarlo antes de la graduacion, si es
posible”, dijo.

Los miembros de la junta escolar acordaron que la
iluminacion era importante, especialmente porque
el campus de la escuela secundaria es un centro de
actividad mucho después de que termina la escuela. Una
de las principales preocupaciones era brindar suficiente
luz a los estudiantes que salian de eventos deportivos y
reuniones de clubes para llegar seguros a sus vehiculos.
“La iluminacion, para mi, es una prioridad”, dijo el
superintendente Ray Vasquez.

Armendariz también discuti6 brevemente un proyecto
a mas largo plazo: alejarse del paisajismo tradicional
en el campus de la escuela secundaria y hacia la
xerojardineria; en otras palabras, plantar especies
nativas para reducir costos y hacer que el campus sea
mas facil de cuidar. El tema fue llevado a la atencion de
Armendariz por Ramoén Rodriguez y Angélica Aguilar
del capitulo Presidio High de la Sociedad Nacional de
Honores.

Mas alld de satisfacer las preocupaciones de los
estudiantes, el cambio tenia sentido practico para el
personal de las instalaciones. “Hubo un momento en el
que tratdbamos de mantener el césped realmente verde,
pero se convirtié en un peligro para la seguridad”, dijo
Armendariz, refiriéndose a las aceras mojadas y los
charcos de agua que se acumulaban después de los
riegos diarios.

La junta también discuti6 la busqueda de subvenciones
para cubrir los costos de instalacion de cercas nuevas
alrededor de la escuela secundaria, situada en las

afueras de la ciudad. “Estd completamente abierto”,
dijo Armendariz.

La preocupacion por las cercas surgio unos meses
después de una serie de ‘“auditorias de seguridad”
realizadas por el Centro de Seguridad Escolar de
Texas, en las que el personal que se hacia pasar por
intrusos intentaba ingresar a los edificios escolares al
azar. Presidio ISD se desempeiid bien en la auditoria
del distrito de este afio, pero la seguridad escolar ha
sido una prioridad para los funcionarios escolares en
los ultimos afios. “Nuestra prioridad siempre son los
nifios”, dijo Vasquez.

Terminando la reunién con una nota mas ligera, la
junta discutié terminar un asunto que quedo sin terminar
desde 2020: nombrar oficialmente el campo de softbol
del distrito en honor a Daniel G. DeAnda, ex miembro
de la junta y partidario de los deportes juveniles de
Presidio.

DeAnda se gradué de Presidio High School en 1960
y fue un defensor de los nifios de Presidio durante la
mayor parte de su vida adulta. Fue miembro de la junta
escolar durante 12 afios y jugd un papel decisivo en el
inicio del programa de las Pequefias Ligas de Presidio,
en particular, en la conduccion del equipo de un pequefio
pueblo al campeonato estatal en 1983.

Durante afios, la junta escolar habia querido nombrar
el campo en honor a DeAnda, pero la pandemia arruind
los planes. DeAnda falleci6 en febrero de 2020 y poco
después comenzaron los bloqueos generalizados debido
al COVID-19.

Las reuniones del miércoles pusieron el nuevo apodo
del campo en los libros. “Simplemente nunca hicimos
oficial llevar el nombre”, dijo Vasquez.

Los Blue Devils pierden por poco una
oportunidad en los playoffs

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — El jueves pasado, un mar azul llen¢ las
gradas de la Escuela Secundaria Presidio para animar
al equipo universitario de baloncesto masculino. Crane
finalmente sali6 adelante con un puntaje final de 51-48,
pero los muchachos dieron lo mejor de si mismos en
la cancha después de haber sido bendecidos con una
segunda oportunidad.

Los Blue Devils pensaron que su temporada estaba
destinada a terminar después del 10 de febrero, cuando
perdieron contra Alpine. El martes pasado, se enteraron
de que Kermit habia ganado a duras penas contra Crane,
dandoles una segunda oportunidad para avanzar a los
playoffs. “Fue un gran shock para nosotros y revitalizo
nuestra energia”, dijo Anton Morales.

Con 48 horas para prepararse, los muchachos una vez
mas se amarraron las zapatillas y salieron a la cancha.
“No mucha gente tiene una segunda oportunidad, y
nosotros la tuvimos”, dijo el estudiante de ultimo afio
Santiago Baeza.

El juego del jueves también fue una rara oportunidad
de competir en casa. Los Blue Devils tienen que
viajar largas distancias para competir, y a menudo se
encuentran con equipos lejanos en el oeste de Texas en
el punto medio entre los dos equipos. “Nunca tenemos
esta oportunidad”, dijo Gabriel Montemayor.

Herman Reyes dijo que habia estado emocionado
toda la temporada por competir en el nuevo gimnasio,
que se inaugur6 oficialmente el afio pasado a tiempo
para la graduacion. “La energia es tan grande cuando
jugamos aqui”, dijo.

En el primer periodo, los Blue Devils comenzaron con
fuerza: la Glltima vez que jugaron contra Crane, ganaron
por 20 puntos. Lentamente, Crane comenzé a acumular
una ventaja, primero por tres puntos y luego por seis en
el medio tiempo.

La banda de Presidio High School ofrecido una
animada actuacion con la ayuda de la directora Molly

Ferguson Rodriguez, quien armé un programa de
éxitos populares. La directora Hevila Ramos también
hizo una aparicion especial y mantuvo el ritmo con los
percusionistas.

En la segunda mitad del juego, Presidio no pudo tomar
la delantera, pero la multitud no se inmutoé: vitorearon
con cada jugada exitosa y en los minutos finales del
juego corearon: “jSi, se puede!” para mantener el
animo de todos.

El entrenador Robert Romero estaba orgulloso de los
nifios, pero finalmente se sinti6 frustrado por lo cerrado
que estuvo el juego. “Honestamente, diré que prefiero
ser derrotado por 20 puntos que por tres puntos”, dijo.

Romero, quien ha sido entrenador durante 13 afios y
entrenador en jefe durante tres, adopta un enfoque de
amor duro de la vieja escuela. “Quiero que prueben lo
que es jugar al siguiente nivel”, dijo. “Si los nifios ven
que trabajo duro, van a trabajar duro. Si ven que soy un
entrenador perezoso, van a holgazanear, y eso es algo
que no hacemos aqui”.

Tanto los jugadores como su entrenador estuvieron
de acuerdo: el baloncesto es mental. “Se trata mucho
de controlar tus altibajos”, dijo Montemayor. “Si el
banco estd emocionado, todos en la cancha estaran
emocionados”.

También requiere una actitud flexible. “No hay
garantias para ningun aflo, siempre le puede pasar algo
a un jugador”, dijo Romero.

En ultima instancia, los Blue Devils que volveran
a jugar el proximo aflo estan entusiasmados con su
potencial. “Ha habido muchos altibajos esta temporada,
pero creo que tenemos una muy buena quimica de
equipo”, dijo Reyes.

Ser senior viene con

su propio sentido de

responsabilidad: aquellos que entregaran sus camisetas
para siempre han hecho todo lo posible para preparar a
sus compafieros de equipo mas jovenes para el éxito.
“Quiero dejar cualquier leccidon que pueda, espero que
lleguen més lejos que nosotros este afio”, dijo Baeza.

Harper

Hardware,
LLC. st 1929

For all of your Commercial and
Residential needs.

701 O’Riley St.
Presidio, TX 7984
432-229-3256

From AC Repair Parts to Plumbing.

POR
FAVOR
RECICLA
ESTE
PERIODICO

El Internacional, February 23, 2023 / 23 febrero 2023 page 3

El Ayuntamiento de Presidio

(Continuacién de la pagina 1)

El condado también se acercdé a Rodriguez sobre
posibles ideas para desviar el agua de las inundaciones
en areas de la ciudad propensas a inundarse durante
la temporada del monzoén: los funcionarios estaban
interesados en construir y expandir los estanques de
retencion. “El objetivo es mejorar nuestras calles con
control de inundaciones”, dijo.

Los elementos de menor prioridad incluyeron
agregar un sistema de captacion de agua al Centro de
Actividades y biblioteca de Presidio, extender el sistema
de aguas residuales a partes desatendidas de la ciudad
y comenzar el costoso proceso de planificacion de un
nuevo vertedero. “Hay mas en el agua que cualquier
otra cosa”, dijo Rodriguez.

El alcalde John Ferguson explicoé que el Consejo
de Gobiernos de Rio Grande (RioCOG) tomara la
iniciativa para ayudar a la ciudad de Presidio a solicitar
fondos de TxCDBG. El proceso de subvencion es
competitivo y priorizar los proyectos por adelantado
ayudara a aumentar la probabilidad de que se aborden
las necesidades urgentes. “Es solo una olla de dinero
que esta disponible”, dijo.

Parte de la prisa por completar los proyectos de
agua se debe al hecho de que el sistema de agua de la
ciudad se compone de partes que estan disefiadas para
alternarse, pero actualmente solo funciona con un pozo.

El consejo finalmente se movid para aprobar la lista
de prioridades de Rodriguez y seguir adelante con el
proceso de solicitud de subvenciones.

A continuacién, la ciudad discutid los ajustes
presupuestarios alos fondos de la Ley del Plan de Rescate
Estadounidense (American Rescue Plan Act, ARPA).
Los fondos de ARPA fueron fondos desembolsados a
los gobiernos locales por la administracion de Biden
como parte de un esfuerzo de ayuda de COVID-19; el
dinero no requiere fondos equivalentes de la ciudad.

En ultima instancia, los ajustes presupuestarios fueron
pequetios, agregando $ 500 adicionales al presupuesto
aprobado hace un afio, pero el consejo aun decidié
discutir la posibilidad de cambiar las prioridades.
“Estamos volviendo a priorizar los elementos porque
los pozos comenzaron a tener problemas desde que
comenzamos a trabajar en esto”, dijo la especialista en
finanzas Malynda Richardson.

El alcalde pro tempore John Razo finalmente se
movid para aceptar el presupuesto ajustado, siempre
y cuando los problemas eléctricos que habian surgido
en las estaciones de bombeo existentes se priorizaran.
“Estan haciendo un muy buen trabajo”, dijo Razo,
dirigiéndose al equipo de obras publicas de la ciudad,
al departamento de finanzas y al ingeniero Ramoén
Carrasco. “Realmente necesitamos hacer esto”.

Incendio

(Continuacion de la pagina 1)

accion para tratar de reemplazar algunos de los equipos
perdidos.

La clase de tltimo afio ayud6 a coordinar los planes
para recibir donaciones para que sus compafieros de
clase no pierdan el ritmo. Las donaciones de guitarras,
tambores y otros instrumentos comenzaron a llegar de
inmediato. “Tiene sentido debido a la comunidad tan
unida que somos, y especialmente porque somos una
comunidad musical”, dijo Keenan.

Los estudiantes de robdtica, oficialmente conocidos
como los Purobots, también recibieron ayuda. Con
solo unos dias en el reloj, El Dorado High School en
El Paso se acerco para donar un robot que no calificd

para la proxima competencia regional. “Seran un par de
dias ocupados, pero se estan reconstruyendo”, dijo la
maestra de ciencias Marcy Reed.

La causa del incendio aun esta bajo investigacion y
aun no se ha determinado el costo total de reparacion
y recompra del equipo. Mientras tanto, las donaciones
son bienvenidas. Los fondos pueden dirigirse al Distrito
Escolar Comun de Terlingua (banda de notas, robdtica
0 ambos) y el equipo también puede enviarse por correo
o dejarse en la escuela.

La direccion postal de Terlingua CSD es PO Box 256,
Terlingua TX, 79852. La direccion fisica del distrito
es 550 Roadrunner Circle, Terlingua TX, 79852 (la
primera a la derecha después de la interseccion Y en
Study Butte, justo antes de Cottonwood General Store).

"NOW SERVING FOOD DAILY"

BREAKFAST FROM 7:30 AM - 3 PM
LUNCH FROM 11 AM - 3 PM

209 W EL PASO ST, MARFA, TX 79843

ALL
WINTER WEAR
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(432) 837-5792 « 2600 E US 90 « ALPINE, TEXAS 79830
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CLASSIFIED
OUR WATER MATTERS

RIO GRANDE WRECKER SERVICE THE CITY OF PRESIDIO IS ACCEPTING APPLICATION FOR
406 E. COMMERCE ST. THE POSITION OF ANIMAL CONTROL.
¢ PO BOX 628
Dl’Ought in the PRESIDIO, TX 79845 THIS POSITION WORKS UNDER THE GENERAL SUPERVISION
BUSINESS NUMBER (432) 229-3312 OF THE CHIEF OF POLICE.
wes te I'n U S . TDLR # 0644720VSF TDLR CERTIFICARE # 006178940C CANDIDATES MUST HAVE THE FOLLOWING
FIRST NOTICE MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS:
By TREY GERFERS Notice by Publication provided under section 2303.152 - MUST BE LEGAL TO WORK IN THE UNITED STATES
igerfers@pcuwcd.org www.tdIr.texas.gov notice to owners and lienholders. This vehicle is - MUST HAVE A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA OR GED
located and can be claimed at our storage yard facility, Unit #1 - MUST HAVE A VALID DRIVER’S LICENSE

2023 started off with a bang for the drought-stricken West. The regi
e O e oo e T80 - MUST BE ABLE TO PASS THE REQUIRED TEST FOR

was in the throes of what scientists are calling the driest period in 1,200 Year 2000, Make- GMC, Model- SONOMA, License Plate- X696763,

years when a series of major storms blew in off the Pacific starting just after | State- LOUISIANA, Color- BLUE, VIN # 1GTCS19WXY8148965. This unit ANIMAL CONTROL - SALARY BASED ON EXPERIENCE, AND

Christmas. The storms, also known as a “Pineapple Express,” formed so- was impounded on 02-12-23 total amount owed for Unit #1 as of 02- CERTIFICATIONS.

called atmospheric rivers over much of California and neighboring states, 12-23 is $ 250.00. Storage accruing daily at $ 20.00 + 8.25% pre day. - BILINGUAL — PREFERRED NOT REQUIRED

causing widespread flooding, refilling reservoirs, and killing at least 20 This unit was picked up in Presidio County pre order of the Presidio

people. bolice Dopartment. storage focs aceruing daly. APPLICATION AND COMPLETE JOB DESCRIPTION AVAILABLE
According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, _ AT CITY HALL OR CITY WEBSITE WWW.PRESIDIOTX.US. A CITY

atmospheric rivers are “relatively long, narrow regions in the atmosphere Year 2010, Make- GMC, Model- ACADIA, License Plate- NO TAGS, OF PRESIDIO EMPLOYMENT APPLICATION IS REQUIRED TO BE

State- NO TAGS, Color-Silver, VIN # 1GKLRED4AJ152816. This unit was CONSIDERED FOR THE POSITION.

... that transport ... an amount of water vapor roughly equivalent to the ] -
impounded on 02-14-23 total amount owed for Unit #1 as of 02-14-

average flow of water at the mouth of the Mississippi River.” When these

“rivers in the sky” make landfall, they often “release this water vapor in the 23_its $ 259.(’:(0.d5t0r§gelzaac§rdging dailty at$ ZOaOO +f8tﬁ5c? prgd(.:la\F/). 'I;his THIS POSITION IS OPEN UNTIL MARCH 3, 2023
: » Whi P : unit was picked up in Presidio County pre order of the Presidio Police
L T Wl e s el men
of 11 inches or 32 trillion gallons across the region over a period of three Year 1992, Make- CHEVY, Model- BLAZER, License Plate- NO TAGS, BRENDA ACUNA, 507 W OREILLY ST, PRESIDIO, TEXAS 79845.
weeks. ) ) ) State- NO TAGS, Color-RED, VIN # 1GNCT18Z1M8263223. This unit was MAILING ADDRESS:
While a single season of heavy rainfall may be enough to refill Cali- impounded on 02-20-23 total amount owed for Unit #1 as of 02-20- CITY SECRETARY
fornia’s biggest reservoirs, the news website CalMatters warns that “the 23 is $ 250.00. Storage accruing daily at $ 20.00 + 8.25% pre day. This PO BOX 1899
same cannot be said of the Colorado River’s huge reservoirs.” Seven states unit was picked up in Presidio County pre order of the Presidio Police
and about 40 million people rely on water from two reservoirs, Lake Mead Department, storage fees accruing daily. PRESIDIO, TX 79845
and Lake Powell, both of which have been in decline for decades. The two -
impounded lakes hold 50 million acre-feet combined and “even several wet | Year 2006, Make- FORD, Model- FOCUS, License Plate- NO TAGS, State- EMAIL APPLICATION: bornelas@presidiotx.us
winters in a row will not come close to refilling them.” NO TAGS, Color-BLACK, VIN # 1FAHP36NO9W255492. This unit was APPLICATIONS WILL BE TAKEN UNTIL MARCH 3. 2023
Part of the problem is that atmospheric rivers often fall too fast over a | impounded on 02-19-23 total amount owed for Unit #1 as of 02-19-23 -
short period. This makes it difficult to store that much water. The issue has is $ 250.00. Storage accruing daily at $ 20.00 + 8.25% pre day. This
several facets: 1) A lot of the rain falls downstream from the reservoirs and unit was picked up in Presidio County pre order of the Presidio Police PREVENTATIVE CARE HEALTH SERVICES
is not captured, and 2) Capturing such a large volume of rain early in the Department, storage fees accruing daily. JOB OPPORTUNITIES
year poses a risk of ﬂood‘ing‘ later on. Despite severe and opgoing drought Year 2005, Make- FORD, Model- FOCUS, License Plate- NO TAGS, State-
conditions, many reservoirs in the West actually opened their outflow gates NO TAGS, Color-GREEN, VIN # 3FAFP31N75R100367. This unit was Available jobs:
during the recent winter storms to prevent overflow. o impounded on 02-19-23 total amount owed for Unit #1 as of 02-19-23 Nurse Supervisor (NA, CNA, LVN or RN)
Another. chall@nge 1nvolves.the built environment, vyh1ch is designed is $ 250.00. Storage accruing daily at $ 20.00 + 8.25% pre day. This L ! . ’
to direct rainfall into storm drains apd out to sea before it can be captured unit was picked up in Presidio County pre order of the Presidio Police Applications may be picked up at
to augment water supplies. According to CalMatters, “The recent storms Department. st f ing dail 1501 N. Erma, Presidio, TX or call 432-837-4812.
et ’ - partment, storage fees accruing daily. .
have highlighted the need to design and build stormwater systems capable Please call before arrival.
of capturing runoff ... Even sinking urban runoff into the ground via rain ; i - , . .
gardens and bioswales is a better option than letting it escape to sea.” Rio Graor:l;\é\(l)riccl;i: ervice Presidio County Medical Clinic ® 1501 N. Erma Ave
One of the bright spots of the recent winter storms has been their incred- 406 E. Commerce St.
ible boost to the mountain snowpack that supplies a significant amount of Presidio, TX 79845
California’s water. The current snowpack is outpacing the state's wettest Phone: (432) 229-3312

season on record, according to state water officials. And there are still a
couple of months to go before the winter snow season is over.

Much like children on a long road trip, a lot of people throughout the
western U.S. are asking, “Is the drought over yet?” The answer is mad- FOR ADVER TISI N G R A TE S
deningly nebulous because it’s so difficult to determine when a drought
begins and ends. In the case of California’s drought, the reports are mixed.

EMAIL ADS@BIGBENDSENTINEL.COM

While some experts refer to the Drought of 2013-2016, as though it had a , .
clear beginning and end, others think that the drought of the past few years <D Notice:
never really stopped. Based on the data since the last major rainy season Dr. Katie Rays last day of seeing patients at DY CONVENIENCE
of 2006, only three of the past 16 years (2011, 2017 and 2019) have been Preventative Care Health Services (dba) STORE
notably wet in California. Many climate experts believe the predominant Presidio County Health Services, Inc. TATE B AN
weather pattern in the western United States will involve ongoing drought is February 28, 2023 ! fuel e fast food e cold beer, —
conditions interrup?ed periodically by very we't interlgdes. Accorfiing ‘to soda, water, juice * ice e lottery =1
:I‘effr.ey Mount, senior fellow at the Public Policy Institute of Callf_orma, “It has been my great pleasure getting to know you and 104 O'Reilly @ the Y 206 E O'Reilly St.
This might well be just another case of a wet year followed by a string of be a small part of your life for these last 10 years. 229 4488 Presidio, TX 79845
dry ones. o , , Wishing you the best, : 432-229-5000  www.fdsb.com
The lesson for groundwater-dependent regions like the Big Bend is clear. Dr. Katie Ray”
We need to restore and enhance our existing watersheds, design our built
environments to capture runoff, and create targeted natural infrastructure to : . @
hold the water where it falls and augment aquifer recharge as much as pos- e Remain as a paﬁe:te;tpggﬁggsng‘abye' referred to another PRESIDIO SPORTS
sible. The technologies already exist and funding from the State Revolving practicing provider at this clinic. c ALEND An
Funds could soon be on the way. Make an appointment with Dr. Edith Simmons,
] ) ) Dr. Patrick Daly, Dr. Mark Dwinell, Dr. Emily Sliz and
, YI"I;ey %g;fegs ls; L[S’;zndAntomodn%n;e agd servestqs ggl?etrc.zltmgnajgerlof William Mason-FNP today.
the Presidio County Underground Water Conservation District. He is also o ; ; ; ;
chairman of the Presidio County Water Infrastructure Steering Committee *Req uggttg”r:q»é%ﬁjga?qr%%lg?é Sr ?[;.:: r:gf?et'r?er?e;zg %fg%edther THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23:
and president of the Marfa Parks and Recreation Board. Trey has lived in health care provider. LRFMS Track Boys/Girls @ Monahans
Marfa since 2013.
AVISO: THURSDAY - SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23 - 25:
El dltimo dia de la Dr. Katie Rays de ver a los pacientes en PHS Baseball Varsity @ Ft. Stockton Tourney
Preventative Care Health Services (dba) Presidio County
Health Services, Inc. es 28 de febrero de 2023 FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24:

Sus pacientes pueden: PHS Softball JV @ Marfa, 5:00pm

e Permanecer como paciente en PCHS y ser cita con

otro proveedor practicante en esta clinica. Haga una cita FRIDAY - SATURDAY’ FEBRUARY 24 -25:
con la Dr. Edith Simmons, el Dr. Patrick Daly, el Dr. Mark PHS Softball Varsity @ Midland Tourney
Dwinell, la Dr. Emily Sliz o William Mason-FNP hoy.
* Obtenga sus registros médicos de esta oficina. SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25:
e Solicitar una liberacién de transferencia de registros PHS Track Boys & Girls @ Ft. Stockton

médicos a otro proveedor de atencién médica.

« . o TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28:
Ha sido un gran placer conocerte y ser una pequeiia PHS Softball Var/JV vs Ft. Stockton @ Presidio
parte de tu vida durante estos ultimos 10 afios. Varsity @ 5:00pm, JV @ 6:30pm

Desedndole lo mejor, Dr. Katie Ray”
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