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Hospital
district talks
plan for new

Terlingua
clinic, EMT
services

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

TERLINGUA — On Monday,
Terlinguans packed the Red Pattillo
Community Center to discuss plans
and priorities for a new clinic in
Terlingua. Big Bend Regional
Hospital District (BBRHD)
Executive Director J.D. Newsom,
grant writer Lynette Brehm and
Susan Martin of Terlingua Fire
and EMS (TFEMS) were on hand
to field questions and suggestions
from the community.

The BBRHD announced last June
that Presidio and Terlingua were the
recipients of a large grant from the
USDA — this week’s town hall was
an important step toward realizing
long-term goals. Presidio will open
an after-hours clinic; Terlingua will
have a part-time clinic for the first
time in two decades.

Exactly what Terlingua’s
clinic will look like has yet to be
determined. The original USDA
grant includes operational costs,
but does not cover the construction
of new facilities. The existing
TFEMS response building is “pretty
occupied,” according to Martin.

Instead, Newsom posed the idea
of a mobile clinic — a service that
Preventative Health Care Services
already offers in Presidio County.
Before the opening of a pharmacy
in Marfa, prescriptions for locals
were also dispensed on wheels.
“In theory, you could start that
tomorrow,” he said.

Martin thought it was a good place
to start, especially for a community
as dispersed as Terlingua — as a
first responder, she’s traveled all
over South Brewster County to treat
community members in distress.
“We can get closer to our people,
so it’s not as much of a challenge
to come to the doctor,” she said. “I
think it fits the way we live down
here.”

In addition to the new clinics,
both Presidio and Terlingua will
also benefit from a community
paramedicine program to expand
the range of services that local
EMTs are able to provide. “For me,
it’s the most exciting part of this
project,” said Newsom. “It’s going
to provide a very impactful service
to some of the most vulnerable
residents in Terlingua.”

Paramedics have an advanced
EMT certification that expands their
scope of care to provide certain
medicines en route to the hospital.
Community paramedicine takes
that training out of the ambulance
and applies to non-emergency
settings — community paramedics
can provide certain kinds of primary
care such as collecting blood and
urine samples, instructing patients
on proper use of medication and
conducting check-ups, like well
baby visits.

The BBRHD is partnering with
Texas Tech’s Health Science Center
in El Paso to provide training for
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West Texan Media Group, LLC

I|04879

36235

e

Employees of Big Bend Ranch State Park — including Brian Hernandez, Hector “Mickey” Granado, and Joaquin Peiia — learned adobe
preservation techniques at a workshop led by local experts. READ MORE ON PAGE 4.

Los empleados del Parque Estatal de Big Bend — incluidos Brian Hernandez, Hector “Mickey” Granado y Joaquin Peiia — aprendieron
técnicas de preservacion de adobe en un taller impartido por expertos locales. LEER MAS EN LA PAGINA 4.
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City of Presidio authorizes
street name changes

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — At Monday night’s meeting, Presidio City Council voted
in support of renaming several of the city’s streets as part of an ongoing
project to make Presidio easier to navigate. The project — spearheaded
by the Rio Grande Council of Governments (RioCOG) — will streamline
addresses across town to remove misspelled and redundant street names.

The project has been discussed off and on at council meetings since
December, when the plan was presented by RioCOG representatives with
the ultimate goal of improving emergency response times in Presidio. For
now, Presidio is difficult to navigate — not just for first responders new to
town, but for everyone.

Many cities have “avenues” and “streets” that run parallel to each other,
but Presidio has no consistent pattern. Some streets — like Porto Rico
Street or Puerto Rico Street — are spelled differently block by block.

There are also no standardized numbered streets — there is a house in
Presidio on the corner of First and 1st.

In April, a committee of first responders, city officials and community
members unveiled a list of potential new street names. The committee came
up with names that would reflect the local landscape and history and would
be completely unique from street names in other towns in the Big Bend.

On Monday, Presidio City Council approved an official ordinance to
adopt the new street name list, allowing the RioCOG to move forward with
a door knocking campaign to reach out to people whose addresses would be

(Continued on page 2)

La ciudad de Presidio
autoriza cambios de
nombre de calles

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — En la reunion del lunes por la noche, el Concejo Municipal
de Presidio vot6 a favor de cambiar el nombre de varias de las calles de la
ciudad como parte de un proyecto en curso para hacer que Presidio sea mas
facil de recorrer. El proyecto, encabezado por el Consejo de Gobiernos de
Rio Grande (RioCOG), optimizara las direcciones en toda la ciudad para
eliminar nombres de calles mal escritos y redundantes.

El proyecto ha sido discutido de vez en cuando en las reuniones del consejo
desde diciembre, cuando los representantes de RioCOG presentaron el plan
con el objetivo final de mejorar los tiempos de respuesta de emergencia
en Presidio. Por ahora, Presidio es dificil de navegar, no solo para los
socorristas nuevos en la ciudad, sino para todos.

Muchas ciudades tienen “avenidas” y “calles” que corren paralelas entre
si, pero Presidio no tiene un patron constante. Algunas calles, como Porto
Rico Street o Puerto Rico Street, se escriben de manera diferente bloque
por bloque.

Tampoco hay calles numeradas estandarizadas: hay una casa en Presidio
en la esquina de First y 1st.

En abril, un comité de socorristas, funcionarios de la ciudad y miembros
de la comunidad dio a conocer una lista de posibles nuevos nombres de

(Continda en la pdagina 3)

Local officials celebrate
partial reopening of
Presidio International
Bridge

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — On Monday, a ribbon cutting ceremony was held on the
Presidio International Bridge to mark an important milestone: the opening
of a newly constructed lane on the Mexico-bound side of the bridge.
Officials from the City of Presidio, Customs and Border Protection, and
CAPUFE (Caminos y Puentes Federales) gathered to mark the occasion.

It was an important milestone for the crew working on the bridge —
and an even bigger milestone for locals frustrated by years of delays. The
Trump administration signed off on a permit in 2017 to build an additional
two lanes on the bridge, in hopes of alleviating congestion and growing
cross-border trade.

Both Mexico and the United States were initially working in lock-step,
but construction on the American side stalled in 2020 due to pandemic-
related — and later, political — delays.

In order for construction on the American side to pick up where it left off,
the governor’s office needed to give the project a stamp of approval — but
for over a year, there were no signatures, leading to finger-pointing from
both sides of the border about who was to blame for the stalled construction.

In February of this year, permission was finally granted and work could
begin again. For the first time in three years, there were work boots and

(Continued on page 2)

Funcionarios locales
celebran reapertura
parcial del Puente

Internacional Presidio

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — El lunes, se llevo a cabo una ceremonia de corte de cinta
en el Puente Internacional de Presidio para marcar un hito importante: la
apertura de un carril recién construido en el lado del puente con destino
a México. Funcionarios de la Ciudad de Presidio, Aduanas y Proteccion
Fronteriza y CAPUFE (Caminos y Puentes Federales) se reunieron para
celebrar la ocasion.

Fue un hito importante para el equipo que trabajaba en el puente, y
un hito atin mayor para los lugarefios frustrados por afios de retrasos.
La administracion Trump firmé un permiso en 2017 para construir dos
carriles adicionales en el puente, con la esperanza de aliviar la congestion
y aumentar el comercio transfronterizo.

Tanto México como Estados Unidos inicialmente trabajaron en
conjunto, pero la construccion en el lado estadounidense se estancod en
2020 debido a demoras relacionadas con la pandemia y, posteriormente,
con la politica.

Para que la construccion en el lado estadounidense continuara donde se
quedd, la oficina del gobernador necesitaba aprobar el proyecto con un
sello, pero durante mas de un afio no hubo firmas, lo que llevé a sefialar
con el dedo a ambos lados del pais. frontera sobre quién tenia la culpa del

(Continued on page 3)

El distrito
hospitalario
habla del
plan para
la nueva
clinica de
Terlingua y
los servicios
de EMT

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

TERLINGUA — El lunes,
Terlinguas llenaron el Centro
Comunitario Red Pattillo para
discutir planes y prioridades para
una nueva clinica en Terlingua.
El Director Ejecutivo del Distrito
Hospitalario Regional de Big
Bend (BBRHD), J.D. Newsom, la
escritora de subvenciones Lynette
Brehm y Susan Martin de Terlingua
Fire and EMS (TFEMS) estuvieron

disponibles para responder
preguntas y sugerencias de la
comunidad.

El BBRHD anuncié en junio
pasado que Presidio y Terlingua
recibieron una gran subvencion del
USDA; el ayuntamiento de esta
semana fue un paso importante
hacia la consecucion de los
objetivos a largo plazo. Presidio
abrira una clinica fuera del horario
de atencién; Terlingua tendrd una
clinica a tiempo parcial por primera
vez en dos décadas.

Ain no se ha determinado
exactamente como sera la clinica
de Terlingua. La subvencion
original del USDA incluye
los costos operativos, pero no
cubre la construccion de nuevas
instalaciones. El edificio de
respuesta TFEMS existente esta
“bastante ocupado”, segin Martin.

En cambio, Newsom plante6 la
idea de una clinicamovil, un servicio
que los Servicios de Atencion
M¢édica Preventiva ya ofrecen en
el condado de Presidio. Antes de la
apertura de una farmacia en Marfa,
las recetas para los locales también
se dispensaban sobre ruedas. “En
teoria, podrias empezar mafana”,
dijo.

Martin pens6 que era un buen
lugar para comenzar, especialmente
para una comunidad tan dispersa
como Terlingua: como socorrista,
viajo por todo el condado de
South Brewster para tratar a los
miembros de la comunidad en
apuros. “Podemos acercarnos mas
a nuestra gente, por lo que no es
un gran desafio ir al médico”, dijo.
“Creo que encaja con la forma en
que vivimos aqui”.

Ademas de las nuevas clinicas,
tanto Presidio como Terlingua
también se beneficiarin de un
programa de paramedicina
comunitaria para ampliar la gama
de servicios que los EMT locales
pueden brindar. “Para mi, es la parte
mas emocionante de este proyecto”,
dijo Newsom. “Proporcionara
un servicio muy impactante para
algunos de los residentes mas
vulnerables de Terlingua”.

Los paramédicos tienen una
certificacion EMT avanzada que
amplia su alcance de atencion para
proporcionar ciertos medicamentos
en el camino al hospital. Los
paramédicos comunitarios sacan
ese entrenamiento de la ambulancia
y se aplican a entornos que no son
de emergencia: los paramédicos
comunitarios pueden brindar ciertos
tipos de atencidén primaria, como
recolectar muestras de sangre
y orina, instruir a los pacientes
sobre el uso adecuado de los
medicamentos y realizar chequeos,
como bebé sano visitas

(Continua en la pagina 3)
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Presidio International Bridge

(Continued from page 1)

hard hats on the bridge.

Construction is slated for completion in September,
but local officials were able to gather and celebrate a
mid-point of sorts on Monday. The crew is in the midst
of finishing up a Mexico-bound two-lane bridge parallel
to the existing bridge — one of the new lanes opened
up, marking an important next step.

Presidio Mayor John Ferguson was in attendance,
enthusiastically snapping photos and chatting with
others who were excited to see the bridge project near
completion. “[The workers] were excited to show
everybody that the bridge is coming along,” he said.

Ferguson was told that the opening of the new lanes
would lessen the strain on the existing bridge and allow
space for the crews to rchabilitate the existing two

lanes. Before calling it quits, the second lane on the
Mexico-bound bridge will be opened, as well as a brand
new pedestrian crossing on that side as well. “I think
everybody’s going to be happy to see it all wrapped up,”
he said.

Presidio County Judge Joe Portillo was also thrilled
to celebrate the milestone. He felt that the bridge
construction was moving along smoothly — he hadn’t
heard of any supply-chain issues and until this week
the crews had been working in unusually mild spring
weather.

He had faith in the contractors meeting the September
deadline. “We’ve seen more progress than we have in
three years,” he said. “We’re there to support them and
be a cheerleader for them.”

Photo by John Ferguson / Foto por John Ferguson

Local officials met on the Presidio International Bridge to celebrate the opening of a new lane.
Los funcionarios locales se encontraron en el Puente Internacional de Presidio para celebrar la apertura de

un nuevo carril.

Street name changes

(Continued from page 1)

affected by the switch.

Jesus Hermosillo, Presidio’s local RioCOG liaison,
said that his team had had plenty of practice in 2020,
when Presidio adopted official 911 addresses. He felt
this work was an extension of the last project aimed at
making streets more consistent — and ultimately safer.
“We’ve really gotten it down to an art,” he said.

RioCOG will make every effort to contact folks
living at the 215 addresses affected by the change.
Sometimes visiting addresses multiple times was the
key to success. “A lot of it is just walking the streets and

making contact,” he said. “It’s got to be one-on-one.”

Councilmember Arian Velazquez-Ornelas reiterated
her concerns that the address changes would impact
Presidians’ insurance coverage, in the event that
individual companies considered any change of address
a move, regardless of whether or not it was mandated
by local ordinance.

RioCOG Representative Kayse Muratori said that
she was working to have property documentation ready
for homeowners as soon as they were notified of the
changes. “I want to have all of those ready and in place
to go, whenever the day comes,” she said.
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Hospital district

(Continued from page 1)

first responders and to collect data to help keep the
program on target. The ultimate goal of the program
is to reduce transports to the hospital by at least 25%,
easing the pressure on a strained rural EMS system.

Martin explained that the original concept of
community paramedicine was to provide follow-up
care — providing a check-up after a hospital stay or an
office visit so that patients don’t have to leave home to
see the doctor. That model has been quickly evolving,
especially within rural medicine.

She would like to see the program adapted to suit
Terlingua’s unique needs — by encouraging folks to
call the community paramedics directly to see if issues
can be resolved at home, rather than traveling an hour
or more to see a doctor. “It’s a great unknown,” she
said. “But I want to bring healthcare to you guys.”

Monday’s conversation was just the tip of the
iceberg. One of the main challenges in Terlingua will
be determining demand — because the population
fluctuates with the seasons, it can be difficult to predict
when folks will need medical services. That same
fluctuation also makes it difficult to provide stable jobs
for the professionals who would potentially staff these
services.

Another unknown is telemedicine — in the past few
years, the field has exploded, particularly in terms of
access to mental healthcare. Newsom had even explored
the possibility of an automatic diagnostic kiosk that
could dispense medicine but wasn’t sure if that would
necessarily be the right fit for Terlingua — the machines
had only been piloted in areas with a high population
density.

Martin agreed, hoping instead to bring patients “face
to face” with people they know and trust. “You can’t
bring in a $300,000 robot and fix everything,” she said.
“I think you could do a lot more with a lot less.”

The grant also provides funding for a social worker to
help connect locals with resources — and to encourage
people to ask for help. “The bigger picture to me is
prevention — doing what you need to do before it’s an
emergency,” Martin said. “I love the people that make
up Terlingua and their independent spirit, but we all
need help sometimes.”

BBRHD is shooting to start clinic services early next
year — hopefully by February 1, if not sooner. Newsom
was also hoping that the paramedicine program could
get off the ground by August 1, dependent on TFEMS’
ability to hire new staff members. “As soon as they
come on board, they’re launching,” he said.

Brewster County Sheriff’s Office seizes
2,000 pounds of marijuana in Terlingua

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

TERLINGUA — On Sunday morning, the Brewster
County Sheriff’s Office (BCSO) responded to a call
about a truck and horse trailer that had been parked
for several days at the Motor Inn in Study Butte.
BCSO’s South County deputies responded quickly and
discovered around 2,000 pounds of marijuana partially
concealed beneath bales of alfalfa.

Shortly thereafter, the BCSO pulled over a vehicle
circling the scene. Around noon, officials apprehended
Axel Manuel Olivas of Odessa and a male Mexican
national who had the key to the truck that had allegedly
been spotted pulling the horse trailer, according to the
sheriff’s office.

Olivas was transported to the Brewster County Jail,
where he is being held on a third-degree felony human
smuggling charge. Brewster County Sheriff Ronny
Dodson explained that additional charges may be
pressed against Olivas after a pending investigation. So
far, Olivas is facing a single state charge, but he could
also face federal charges.

It was not immediately clear whether the Mexican
national, who authorities say lacked documentation
allowing entry to the U.S., would face charges, but was
turned over to Customs and Border Protection. CBP did
not return requests for comment on the matter by press
time.

It was also not immediately clear whether either of
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the men had retained legal representation. Attempts to
identify and reach defense attorneys in the case were
unsuccessful as of press time.

The seizure was the most significant drug bust
executed by the department this year — Dodson said
that the majority of smuggling arrests carried out by his
department were human trafficking. “It’s a lot easier to
smuggle humans,” he said.

The seized marijuana will be turned over to the Drug
Enforcement Administration (DEA) for destruction.
Typically, the sheriff’s office will hold seized narcotics
just long enough to collect samples for their own
investigation.

This arrangement between the DEA and the BCSO
is relatively new — Dodson said that previously the
sheriff’s department had been responsible for destroying
its own seizures.

Without the DEA’s high-powered incinerators, the
process was long and unwieldy. Dodson described a
few do-it-yourself narcotics disposals as “disastrous,”
though he felt that physics was more to blame than the
efforts of his department. “[Marijuana] doesn’t burn
like you think it would,” he said. “When it’s compacted,
no air gets in there and it’s miserable.”

Fornow, all agencies involved in the case are preparing
for the next phase of the investigation. Dodson wasn’t
holding his breath for everything to wrap up quickly.
“It doesn’t happen overnight — it could be a couple of
months,” he said.
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Photo courtesy of Brewster County Sheriff’'s Office / Foto cortesia de Brewter County Sheriff's Office
On Sunday, the Brewster County Sheriff’s Office seized nearly 2,000 pounds of marijuana concealed in a horse

trailer at the Motor Inn in Terlingua.

El domingo, la Oficina del Sheriff del Condado de Brewster incauto casi 2,000 libras de marihuana escondi-
das en un remolque para caballos en Motor Inn en Terlingua.
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Cambias de nombre de calles

(Continuacioén de la pagina 1)

calles. El comité ided nombres que reflejaran el paisaje
y la historia locales y serian completamente Unicos
de los nombres de las calles en otras ciudades del Big
Bend.

El lunes, el Concejo Municipal de Presidio aprobd
una ordenanza oficial para adoptar la nueva lista de
nombres de calles, lo que permite que RioCOG avance
con una campaiia de llamados a la puerta para llegar a
las personas cuyas direcciones se verian afectadas por
el cambio.

Jesus Hermosillo, enlace local de RioCOG de Presidio,
dijo que su equipo habia tenido mucha practica en 2020,
cuando Presidio adopt6 las direcciones oficiales del
911. Sintid que este trabajo era una extension del altimo
proyecto destinado a hacer las calles mas consistentes y,
en Ultima instancia, mas seguras. “Realmente lo hemos
convertido en un arte”, dijo.

RioCOG hara todo lo posible para comunicarse con
las personas que viven en las 215 direcciones afectadas
por el cambio. A veces, visitar direcciones varias veces
era la clave del éxito. “Mucho de esto es solo caminar
por las calles y hacer contacto”, dijo. “Tiene que ser
uno a uno”.

La concejala Arian Veldzquez-Ornelas reiteré su
preocupacion de que los cambios de direccion afectarian
la cobertura de seguro de Presidians, en caso de que las
empresas individuales consideraran cualquier cambio
de direcciéon como una mudanza, independientemente
de si lo exigia o no una ordenanza local.

La representante de RioCOG, Kayse Muratori, dijo
que estaba trabajando para tener la documentacion de la
propiedad lista para los propietarios tan pronto como se
les notifiquen los cambios. “Quiero tener todo eso listo
y en su lugar para cuando llegue el dia”, dijo.

El distrito hospitalario

(Continuacién de la pagina 1)

El BBRHD se esta asociando con el Centro de
Ciencias de la Salud de Texas Tech en El Paso para
brindar capacitacion a los socorristas y recopilar datos
para ayudar a mantener el programa en el objetivo. El
objetivo final del programa es reducir los transportes al
hospital en al menos un 25%, aliviando la presion sobre
un sistema de EMS rural sobrecargado.

Martin explico que el concepto original de la
paramedicina comunitaria era brindar atencion de
seguimiento: brindar un chequeo después de una
estadia en el hospital o una visita al consultorio para
que los pacientes no tengan que salir de casa para ver
al médico. Ese modelo ha evolucionado rapidamente,
especialmente dentro de la medicina rural.

Le gustaria ver el programa adaptado para satisfacer
las necesidades unicas de Terlingua, animando a la
gente a llamar directamente a los paramédicos de la
comunidad para ver si los problemas se pueden resolver
en casa, en lugar de viajar una hora o mas para ver a un
médico. “Es un gran desconocido”, dijo. “Pero quiero
brindarles atencion médica a ustedes”.

La conversacion del lunes fue solo la punta del
iceberg. Uno de los principales desafios en Terlingua
sera determinar la demanda: debido a que la poblacion
fluctua con las estaciones, puede ser dificil predecir
cuando la gente necesitara servicios médicos. Esa misma
fluctuacion también dificulta la provision de empleos
estables para los profesionales que potencialmente
atenderian estos servicios.

Otra incognita es la telemedicina: en los ultimos afios,
el campo se ha disparado, particularmente en términos
de acceso a la atencion de la salud mental. Newsom
incluso habia explorado la posibilidad de un quiosco
de diagnoéstico automatico que pudiera dispensar
medicamentos, pero no estaba seguro de si seria
necesariamente adecuado para Terlingua: las maquinas
solo se habian probado en areas con una alta densidad
de poblacion.

Martin estuvo de acuerdo, con la esperanza de poner
a los pacientes “cara a cara” con personas que conocen
y en las que confian. “No puedes traer un robot de
$300,000 y arreglarlo todo”, dijo. “Creo que podrias
hacer mucho mas con mucho menos”.

La subvenciéon también proporciona fondos para un
trabajador social para ayudar a conectar a los locales
con recursos y alentar a las personas a pedir ayuda.
“Para mi, el panorama general es la prevencion: hacer
lo que debe hacer antes de que sea una emergencia”,
dijo Martin. “Amo a las personas que forman Terlingua
y su espiritu independiente, pero todos necesitamos
ayuda a veces”.

BBRHD esta planeando comenzar los servicios de la
clinica a principios del préoximo afio, con suerte para el
1 de febrero, si no antes. Newsom también esperaba que
el programa de paramedicina pudiera despegar el 1 de
agosto, dependiendo de la capacidad de TFEMS para
contratar nuevos miembros del personal. “Tan pronto
como suben a bordo, se lanzan”, dijo.
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Puente Internacional Presidio

(Continuacion de la pagina 1)

estancamiento de la construccion.

En febrero de este afio, finalmente se otorgd el
permiso y se pudo comenzar de nuevo el trabajo. Por
primera vez en tres afios, habia botas de trabajo y
cascos en el puente.

La construcciéon esta programada para completarse
en septiembre, pero los funcionarios locales pudieron
reunirse y celebrar una especie de punto medio el
lunes. El equipo esta en medio de terminar un puente
de dos carriles con destino a México paralelo al puente
existente, uno de los nuevos carriles abiertos, que
marca un proximo paso importante.

El alcalde de Presidio, John Ferguson, estuvo
presente, tom6 fotos con entusiasmo y conversd
con otras personas que estaban emocionadas de
ver el proyecto del puente casi terminado. “[Los
trabajadores] estaban emocionados de mostrarles a
todos que el puente avanza”, dijo.

Se le dijo a Ferguson que la apertura de los nuevos
carriles disminuiria la tensiéon en el puente existente
y dejaria espacio para que las cuadrillas rehabilitaran
los dos carriles existentes. Antes de terminar, se abrira
el segundo carril en el puente con destino a México,
asi como un nuevo paso de peatones en ese lado
también. “Creo que todos estaran felices de verlo todo
terminado”, dijo.

El juez del condado de Presidio, Joe Portillo, también
estaba emocionado de celebrar el hito. Sintié que la
construccion del puente avanzaba sin problemas: no
habia oido hablar de ningun problema en la cadena de
suministro y hasta esta semana las cuadrillas habian
estado trabajando en un clima primaveral inusualmente
templado.

Tenia fe en que los contratistas cumplieran con la
fecha limite de septiembre. “Hemos visto mas progreso
que en tres afios”, dijo. “Estamos alli para apoyarlos y
animarlos”.

COALICION REPRODUCTIVA DEL

N~ BIG BEND

REPRODUCTIVE COALITION

Reproductive
Health Resources
& Free Emergency
Contraception
(Plan B):

BIGBENDRC.ORG

BBRC is a grassroots
mutual aid abortion
advocacy group that
provides educational
materials, resources, &
support for West Texans
in the Big Bend.

Recursos de salud

reproductiva y
anticoncepcion
de emergencia
gratuita (Plan B):

BIGBENDRC.ORG

La Coalicion Reproductiva
del Big Bend es un grupo
de defensa del aborto de
ayuda mutua que brinda
materiales educativos,
recursos, y apoyo para los
habitantes del oeste de
Texas en la region Big Bend.

BigBendRC.org * @BBReproductiveCoaltion
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Fort Leaton maintenance staff breathes new life into
historic adobe structures

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — Last month, archaeologists David Keller and Tim Gibbs
led an adobe repair workshop for new members of the maintenance staff
at Fort Leaton. Their test subject was a mausoleum at the Burgess family
cemetery just east of the fort, which they used to practice mixing and ap-
plying adobe plaster and learning about the structure of the age-old local
building material.

The story of the fort — and the Burgess family — in what’s now Presi-
dio is murky. Trader and scalp hunter Ben Leaton took over the land grant
where the fort now stands in 1848. Earlier biographical details of Leaton’s
life — as well as how exactly he came to occupy the land and what struc-
tures were already on it — are unknown.

The fort became the seat of Presidio County in 1850 — the same year
that the governor of Chihuahua accused Leaton of providing weapons and
shelter to “hostile Indians.” Leaton passed away in 1851 of unknown caus-
es.

Burgess family sources point to the family occupying the fort shortly
after the death of Leaton, though state records don’t show an ownership
claim filed before 1862 — and other sources don’t corroborate the family’s
actual occupation of the fort until around 1873.

For decades, the Burgess family feuded with the family of Leaton’s wid-
ow, Juana Pedraza, over ownership of the fort and the operation of an at-

tached trading post. The bad blood between the two families culminated in
the murder of Pedraza’s husband — and the retaliatory killing of patriarch
John Burgess by her son.

The mausoleum the team used for experimentation was built in the
1920s to honor Burgess and his wife, Tomasita Baeza. Their plot is also
the final resting place of the junior John Burgess, Paz Landrum Burgess,
Alvaro Burgess and Eloise Ramirez — all of whom passed away in the
20th century.

Joaquin Pena of Redford, who joined the maintenance staff in December,
said that the job taught him a lot about historic structures he’d passed on the
highway many times but never fully explored. “I think I’d only stepped foot
in there one time in my entire life — to get a camping [permit],” he said.

Peia said that the adobe-making process was long and complex. The
team had to experiment with different types of clay from around the area
in order to create the perfect mix — a process that has to be improvised for
each project.

They’ve had to get creative. In response to the recent storms undoing a
lot of their hard work at the mausoleum, the crew experimented with adding
the gooey insides of cactus pads to achieve the right level of moisture. “It’s
kind of an ongoing battle,” Pefia said. “You’re always having to get two
steps ahead so you can be one step behind.”

Keller was excited about bringing in a fresh perspective. “The guys who
were in this training session are motivated and inspired to do this stuff,” he
said. “It’s nice to see this fresh young energy and spirit.”

El personal de mantenimiento de Fort Leaton da
nueva vida a las estructuras historicas de adobe

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — El mes pasado, los arquedlogos David Keller y Tim Gibbs
dirigieron un taller de reparacion de adobe para los nuevos miembros del
personal de mantenimiento en Fort Leaton. Su objeto de prueba fue un
mausoleo en el cementerio de la familia Burgess, justo al este del fuerte, que
usaron para practicar mezclando y aplicando yeso de adobe y aprendiendo
sobre la estructura del antiguo material de construccion local.

La historia del fuerte, y la familia Burgess, en lo que ahora es Presidio
es turbia. El comerciante y cazador de cabelleras Ben Leaton se hizo cargo
de la concesion de tierras donde ahora se encuentra el fuerte en 1848. Se
desconocen detalles biograficos anteriores de la vida de Leaton, asi como
también como llegd exactamente a ocupar la tierra y qué estructuras ya
estaban en ella.

El fuerte se convirtid en la sede del condado de Presidio en 1850, el mismo
afio en que el gobernador de Chihuahua acusé a Leaton de proporcionar
armas y refugio a “indios hostiles”. Leaton falleciéo en 1851 por causas
desconocidas.

Las fuentes de la familia Burgess apuntan a que la familia ocupo el
fuerte poco después de la muerte de Leaton, aunque los registros estatales
no muestran un reclamo de propiedad presentado antes de 1862, y otras
fuentes no corroboran la ocupacion real del fuerte por parte de la familia
hasta alrededor de 1873.

Durante décadas, la familia Burgess pele6 con la familia de la viuda de
Leaton, Juana Pedraza, por la propiedad del fuerte y la operacion de un
puesto comercial adjunto. La mala sangre entre las dos familias culmind

con el asesinato del esposo de Pedraza y el asesinato en represalia del
patriarca John Burgess por parte de su hijo.

El mausoleo que el equipo us6 para la experimentacion se construyo en
la década de 1920 en honor a Burgess y su esposa, Tomasita Baeza. Su
parcela es también el lugar de descanso final del junior John Burgess, Paz
Landrum Burgess, Alvaro Burgess y Eloise Ramirez, quienes fallecieron
en el siglo XX.

Joaquin Pefia de Redford, quien se uni6 al personal de mantenimiento
en diciembre, dijo que el trabajo le ensefi6 mucho sobre las estructuras
historicas por las que habia pasado en la carretera muchas veces pero que
nunca explor6 por completo. “Creo que solo puse un pie alli una vez en
toda mi vida: para obtener un [permiso] para acampar”, dijo.

Pefia dijo que el proceso de elaboracion del adobe fue largo y complejo.
El equipo tuvo que experimentar con diferentes tipos de arcilla de la zona
para crear la mezcla perfecta, un proceso que debe improvisarse para cada
proyecto.

Han tenido que ser creativos. En respuesta a las tormentas recientes
que desbarataron gran parte de su arduo trabajo en el mausoleo, el equipo
experiment6 agregando el interior pegajoso de las almohadillas de cactus
para lograr el nivel correcto de humedad. “Es una especie de batalla en
curso”, dijo Pefia. “Siempre tienes que dar dos pasos adelante para poder
estar un paso atras”.

Keller estaba emocionado por traer una nueva perspectiva. “Los
muchachos que estuvieron en esta sesién de entrenamiento estan motivados
e inspirados para hacer esto”, dijo. “Es agradable ver esta energia y espiritu
joven y fresco”.

Staff photo by Sam Karas / Foto por Sam Karas

David Keller directs a plastering project on the Burgess family mausoleum at Fort Leaton.
David Keller dirige un proyecto de enyesado en el mausoleo de la familia Burgess en Fort Leaton.
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PUBLIC NOTICES

THE STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF PRESIDIC

CASE # 23-040

Before me, the undersigned authority, on this day personally appeared Sheriff Danny c
Domingueez, who after being by me duly swom deposes and says:

After the herein described estray was impounded, | made a diligent search of the register
of recorded brands in the county where said estray was found. The search did not reveal the

owner of said estray.

I did then advertise the impoundment of said estray in the FRESIDIO
INTERNATIONAL NEWSPAPER. 1 also posted a copy of the Notice of Estray and the Notice
of Impoundment of Estray on the public notice board of the courthouse of the county in which

the estrivy was found.

Motice is hereby given that, if the ownership of said estray is not determined by the 24th
of June 2023, said estray will be sold at public auction/sherifTs sale at 10 a.m. at 2119 Sockyard
Road, Presidio, TX T9E435.

Said Estray is described as the following:

- grade, color - gray, sex - gelding, age- 6 years, brand‘marks/identifying
= headsenip, B brand on thigh

| horse, breed
characteristics

- grade, color - buckskin, sex - gelding, age - 5 years, brand/'marksidentifying

- none
L 20 2-/% f
7/

kg |
SHERIFF DANNY C. DOMINGUEZ
PRESIDIQ COUNTY, TEXAS

SWORN 1o and subscribed before me by %m% thisthe ET7Y
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charactenstics

WITNESS my hand, this the B3 day of oarut

day of Ly 0L
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County, Texas

+ NEWSPAPER » COFFEE+
* COCKTAILS *

OPEN EVERY DAY
7:30 AM

209 W EL PASO ST
MARFA, TX 79843

DY CONVENIENCE G
STORE FORT DAVIS
fuel o fast food e cold beer, - —
soda, water, juice ¢ ice e lottery
104 O’Reilly @ the Y
229.4488

SEPTAFANCTERE
Fort Davis = Alpine

206 E O’Reilly St.
Presidio, TX 79845
432-229-5000 » www.fdsb.com

& PRESIDIO SPORTS %
CALENDAR

2023 SUMMER OPEN GYM SCHEDULE/HOURS
6/1/23 - 7/27/23

1:00PM - 3:00PM - GIRLS VOLLEYBALL
3:00PM - 5:00PM - GIRLS BASKETBALL
3:00PM - 4:30PM - BOYS BASKETBALL

**CONTACT COACH BARRIGA FOR WEIGHT ROOM INFO
CBARRIGA@PRESIDIO-ISD.NET
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