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BURN BAN IN
EFFECT, NO
GROUND FIRES

by order of Presidio County

Presidio
County part
of statewide

wildfire

disaster
declaration

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO COUNTY — On
Monday, Governor Greg Abbott
issued a disaster proclamation in
response to widespread wildfires
across the state. The proclamation
affects 191 counties, including
Presidio, Brewster and Jeff Davis
counties.

In a press release, Abbott
sang the praises of local first
responders who had weathered a
busy fire season. “As we continue
to respond to wildfire conditions
across the state, Texas is ready to
provide any additional resources
and aid to impacted communities,”
he wrote. “I commend the bravery
and service of the hundreds
of emergency personnel and
firefighters who have swiftly
responded to the wildfires to
protect their fellow Texans and
communities.”

According to the Texas A&M
Forest Service, 8,500 acres of
Texas land have burned since
August 1. As most of the state
faces record-high temperatures
and drought, public officials are
worried that even more land could
be at risk.

The Big Bend has been a hot
spot for fire activity this summer.
In May, Brewster County first
responders put out a spate of brush
fires in the wake of high winds,
and in late June, Presidio County
responded to a number of fires
caused by lightning strikes. Earlier
this month, Jeff Davis County has
seen so much fire activity that it
launched a formal investigation.

In more populated counties, the
increased level of wildfire activity
has translated into property
damage and major risks to humans
and animals. Last week, a fire in
the Austin suburb of Cedar Park
led hundreds of people to evacuate
their homes and businesses.

Presidio County Emergency
Management Coordinator Gary
Mitschke said that he hadn’t
personally seen a major spike in
wildfires corresponding with the
governor’s declaration — but the
measure serves as a solid fall-back
plan if fire activity worsened.

Marfa and Presidio’s volunteer
fire departments are the first to
respond to the county’s fires, but
— as their name implies — their
work is strictly volunteer. “We do
it for nothing,” Mitschke said.

While the volunteers themselves
are happy to offer their time and

training, the equipment they
use isn’t free. The governor’s
proclamation allows fire

departments the option to apply
for reimbursement for damaged
equipment and wear and tear on
vehicles. “It’s a lot of work, and
I won’t say it pays off, but we can
be reimbursed for our gear,” he
said. “Maintenance is constant.”
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Gabriel Covos of Sure Shot Racing won first place at last weekend’s drag races. From left to right: Albert Covos, Nathan Moize, Gabriel Brito,
Ricky Carrasco, Sesar Baeza and Alex Jimenez. READ MORE ON PAGE 6.

Gabriel Covos de Sure Shot Racing gano los drag races el ultimo fin de semana. De izquierda a derecha: Albert Covos, Nathan Moize, Gabriel
Brito, Ricky Carrasco, Sesar Baeza y Alex Jimenez. LEER MAS EN LA PAGINA 6.
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Facing deficit, Presidio
County officials deliberate
property tax rates

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO COUNTY — At last Friday’s meeting, the Presidio County
Commissioners Court spent hours discussing the county’s proposed budget
for Fiscal Year 2024. In the wake of property tax reform bills passed in the
Texas Legislature over the past few years, local officials have had to think
strategically about balancing the poor, isolated county’s budget — which is
currently facing a deficit of around $680,000.

The county was also in the red last year, to the tune of around $300,000.
Presidio County’s total budget is around $4 million — bare bones compared
to nearby oil rich counties.

For comparison, the state’s smallest county, Loving County, enjoys a $25
million budget for 67 residents. “I’m not saying I’m envious of people with
oil and gas in their backyard,” said Presidio County Judge Joe Portillo. “But
it sure makes things easier.”

In Texas, the bulk of taxes collected come from sales tax. A smaller portion
comes from property tax, which is split between local school districts —
which get the lion’s share — and county governments. Counties funnel
taxpayer money into their general funds, which covers the baseline costs of
running essential offices like county treasurers and clerks.

Though the county regularly pursues grants and other opportunities,

(Continued on page 2)

Frente al déficit, los
funcionarios del condado
de Presidio deliberan
sobre las tasas de
impuestos a la propiedad

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

CONDADO DE PRESIDIO — En la reunion del viernes pasado, la
Corte de Comisionados del Condado de Presidio pasé horas discutiendo
el presupuesto propuesto del condado para el afio fiscal 2024. A raiz de
los proyectos de ley de reforma del impuesto a la propiedad aprobados
en la Legislatura de Texas en los ultimos afios, los funcionarios locales
han tenido que pensar estratégicamente sobre equilibrar el presupuesto del
condado pobre y aislado, que actualmente enfrenta un déficit de alrededor
de $680,000.

El condado también estuvo en numeros rojos el afio pasado, por una suma
de alrededor de $300,000. El presupuesto total del condado de Presidio es
de alrededor de $ 4 millones, escasos en comparacion con los condados
ricos en petroleo cercanos.

A modo de comparacion, el condado mas pequefio del estado, Loving
County, disfruta de un presupuesto de $25 millones para 67 residentes.

(Continued on page 3)

Amid tense budget
season, county attorney
seeks raise

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO COUNTY — At last Thursday’s meeting, County Attorney
Rod Ponton approached the Presidio County Commissioners Court to ask
for approval to apply for a grant for new office staff — and a $12,000
raise for himself. The request came just 24 hours before the commissioners
deliberated for hours over how to handle a looming budget deficit and
address the ongoing failure of county employees’ salaries to keep up with
inflation.

The discussion over Ponton’s salary was spurred by a wider-ranging
conversation about the impact of a bill to fund law and enforcement and
prosecutors on the border. In June, the state legislature adopted SB 22,
promising large grants to certain local officials in border counties.

Under SB 22, salaries for the Presidio County Sheriff’s Office will see a
disproportionate jump compared to other offices. Sheriff Danny Dominguez
will see a raise from $54,746.64 to $75,000, a $20,253.36 increase. Precinct
1 Constable Steven Marquez and Precinct 2 Constable Adan Covos will see
their salaries increase from $15,409.68 to $45,000.

An additional $100,000 would be available to the county attorney’s office,
under a provision seeking to ease rural counties’ caseloads in the wake
of increased immigration-related arrests. Ponton was hoping to use the
money to hire a full-time assistant so that he could have help in Marfa and

(Continued on page 2)

En medio de una tensa
temporada presupuestaria,
el fiscal del condado busca

un aumento

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

CONDADO DE PRESIDIO — En la reunion del jueves pasado, el
fiscal del condado, Rod Ponton, se acercé a la Corte de Comisionados
del Condado de Presidio para solicitar la aprobacion para solicitar una
subvencion para el nuevo personal de la oficina, y un aumento de $12,000
para ¢él. La solicitud llegd solo 24 horas antes de que los comisionados
deliberaran durante horas sobre como manejar un déficit presupuestario
inminente y abordar el fracaso continuo de los salarios de los empleados
del condado para mantenerse al dia con la inflacion.

Ladiscusion sobre el salario de Ponton fue impulsada por una conversacion
mas amplia sobre el impacto de un proyecto de ley para financiar la ley y
el cumplimiento y los fiscales en la frontera. En junio, la legislatura estatal
adopto la SB 22, prometiendo grandes subvenciones a ciertos funcionarios
locales en los condados fronterizos.

Segtn la SB 22, los salarios de la Oficina del Sheriff del Condado de
Presidio experimentaran un aumento desproporcionado en comparacion
con otras oficinas. El alguacil Danny Dominguez verd un aumento de
$54,746.64 a $75,000, un aumento de $20,253.36. El alguacil del Precinto
1 Steven Marquez y el alguacil del Precinto 2 Adan Covos veran aumentar

(Continued on page 5)

El condado
de Presidio
forma
parte de la
declaracion
estatal de
desastre por
incendios
forestales

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

CONDADO DE PRESIDIO
— EI lunes, el gobernador Greg
Abbott emitié una proclamacion de
desastre en respuesta a los incendios
forestales generalizados en todo el
estado. La proclamacion afecta a 191
condados, incluidos los condados de
Presidio, Brewster y Jeff Davis.

En un comunicado de prensa,
Abbott elogit alos socorristas locales
que habian superado una temporada
de incendios muy ocupada.
“A medida que continuamos
respondiendo a las condiciones de
los incendios forestales en todo
el estado, Texas estda listo para
proporcionar recursos adicionales y
ayuda a las comunidades afectadas”,
escribio. “Felicito la valentia y el
servicio de los cientos de bomberos
y personal de emergencia que
han respondido rapidamente a los
incendios forestales para proteger a
sus compatriotas y comunidades de
Texas”.

Segtin el Servicio Forestal de Texas
A&M, 8,500 acres de tierra de Texas
se han quemado desde el 1 de agosto.
Dado que la mayor parte del estado
enfrenta sequias y temperaturas
récord, los funcionarios publicos
temen que incluso mas tierras puedan
estar en riesgo.

El Big Bend ha sido un punto
caliente para la actividad de
incendios este verano. En mayo, los
socorristas del condado de Brewster
apagaron una serie de incendios
forestales a raiz de los fuertes vientos
y, a fines de junio, el condado de
Presidio respondié a una serie de
incendios causados por la caida de
rayos. A principios de este mes, el
condado de Jeff Davis ha visto tanta
actividad de incendios que inici6 una
investigacion formal.

En los condados méas poblados,
el mayor nivel de actividad de
incendios forestales se ha traducido
en dafios a la propiedad y mayores
riesgos para humanos y animales.
La semana pasada, un incendio en
el suburbio de Cedar Park en Austin
llevo a cientos de personas a evacuar
sus hogares y negocios.

El coordinador de manejo de
emergencias del condado de
Presidio, Gary Mitschke, dijo que
personalmente no habia visto un
aumento importante en los incendios
forestales que coincidiera con la
declaracion del gobernador, pero la
medida sirve como un soélido plan
de respaldo si la actividad de los
incendios empeora.

Los departamentos de bomberos
voluntarios de Marfa y Presidio
son los primeros en responder a los
incendios del condado, pero, como
su nombre lo indica, su trabajo
es estrictamente voluntario. “Lo
hacemos por nada”, dijo Mitschke.

Si bien los propios voluntarios
estan felices de ofrecer su tiempo
y capacitacion, el equipo que usan
no es gratuito. La proclamacion
del gobernador permite a los
departamentos de bomberos la
opcion de solicitar un reembolso
por equipos dafiados y por el uso
y desgaste de los vehiculos. “Es
mucho trabajo, y no diré que valga
la pena, pero podemos recibir un
reembolso por nuestro equipo”, dijo.
“El mantenimiento es constante.”
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it does not operate enterprises like water and waste
disposal services — moneymakers for the county’s
incorporated communities of Marfa and Presidio.

The majority of the county’s budget comes from
property taxes. The state of Texas sets the standards,
which have been consistently slashed over the past
few years — this year, all eyes were on Senate Bill
2, representing the largest property tax cut in Texas
history.

Legislative sessions in Texas typically end in May,
but this year Governor Greg Abbott called a series of
special sessions that stretched through the summer.
Property tax reform — popular on both sides of the
aisle, with some caveats — was the subject of a session
called in June.

While the measure was touted as a financial relief
to many households in Texas, many local officials
couldn’t help but wonder: how would this impact local
governments?

County Judge Joe Portillo raised the question back in
March, when SB 2 was still a gleam in the governor’s
eye. Portillo approached both Presidio County and the
City of Presidio about making the Presidio International
Bridge its own taxing entity.

The goal of Portillo’s pitch was not to raise taxes,
but to ensure that the bridge could fund its own
improvements in the likely event of budget cuts caused
by slashed property tax revenue. “We are going to see
a cut — all of us are going to see a cut in our general
revenue that comes in,” he said.

SB 2 was finally passed in July, and faces a
statewide constitutional amendment election in the
fall. If voters approve the amendment, homestead
exemptions will jump from $40,000 to $100,000
for all homeowners, with a ceiling of $110,000 for
elderly and disabled Texans.

Homestead exemptions apply to property owners who
can prove that a property is their primary residence.

Taxable value is deducted from the appraised value of
a home — a homestead appraised at $300,000 before
SB 2 would be taxed as though it was worth $260,000.
Under the new law, that same property would be taxed
the same as a property valued at $200,000.

If the amendment is approved, Texas homesteaders
stand to save an average of $1,300 a year on property
taxes, a significant cut considering Texas’ property
tax rates have consistently rank among the top 10 in
the nation. “This will be a good thing for many of our
citizens,” said Precinct 4 Commissioner David Beebe.

State Representative Eddie Morales, who represents
the Big Bend, was a co-sponsor of SB 2. “No bill is
perfect, but this legislation was built on months of
negotiations between the House, Senate and governor’s
office and will provide nearly $18 billion in relief across
the state,” said Cayden McCord, Morales’ director of
communications.

If approved by voters, SB 2 will positively impact
many households across Texas — but the long-term
impacts to local governments remain to be seen. This
year’s county budget was crafted with these unknowns
in mind.

The Big Bend’s state representative in the Senate,
César Blanco, was confident that SB 2 would not
negatively impact county budgets, due to “compression
measures” built into the bill that would shift the tax
burden away from property owners and toward the
state, which is currently enjoying a budget surplus.

Blanco also knew that small and poor counties were
particularly vulnerable to shifting regulations guiding
their budgets. “I’ve also supported legislation to
prohibit unfunded mandates on local government, to
ensure counties in Far West Texas have the resources
they need to serve their communities,” he wrote in a
statement in The Big Bend Sentinel.

SB 2 was not the first time that Abbott had championed
property tax reform. In 2019, the legislature passed a bill
that caps annual growth in property tax rates by 3.5%

for county governments and 2.5% for school districts.

County officials pointed toward the 3.5% growth
cap as a major reason why the county could not keep a
balanced budget in FY 23 and the upcoming FY 24. Like
most American consumers, Presidio County has been
hit hard by inflation. For example: last year, the county’s
expenses for existing employees’ health insurance went
up 9%, and electricity in county facilities went up 12%.

Counties wishing to alter their property tax rates have
a few options. Their tax rates are tiered: the lowest is
the “no new revenue” tax rate, which keeps property
tax revenues the same year to year. Last year’s county
property tax rate was around 42 cents per $100 of
taxable value.

The “no new revenue” rate is typically a bit lower than
the proposed tax rate, prepared by the county’s appraisal
district, which allows the county to raise revenues.

The voter-approval rate is intuitive: it’s the rate the
county can raise taxes without giving taxpayers the
power to petition for an election. If appraisals go up and
new properties are added to the rolls, these proposed tax
rates decrease year to year. This year’s voter-approval
rate is 43 cents per $100 of taxable value.

Then there’s the de minimis rate. For smaller counties,
the de minimis rate allows the government to raise
$500,000 in new revenue, but that rate gives voters the
power to petition for an election that can roll back that
number to the standard voter approval rate.

The county can decide to go beyond the de minimis
rate, which triggers an automatic election. Presidio
County officials decided not to go that route and instead
to deliberate whether or not to seek the de minimis rate.

Typically, local entities will stop at nothing to prevent
any kind of election — almost universally, voters are
not in favor of raising their own taxes. “I don’t want the
cost and trouble of an election,” Beebe said. “There’s
going to be a freakout.”

Judge Portillo was adamant about going for the de
minimis rate. He felt that the situation was so dire

that he was willing to fall on his sword — politically
speaking — to help the county function. “I have no
delusions of grandeur,” he said. “Any way you look at
it, it’s going to be painful.”

Despite the fact that tax rate increases are unpopular,
Portillo felt that the county could use this year’s tax
cuts to their advantage. He was confident that Presidio
County property owners would still be able to reap
the benefits of the statewide cuts while supporting the
county’s quest to close the deficit.

Portillo pointed out that the de minimis tax rate would
only raise bills by four cents per $100 of taxable value.
A Presidio County resident homesteading a property
valued at $200,000 would only see their bill go up about
$40 per year.

Beebe agreed that the tax situation left Presidio
County in dire straits. He explained that part of the
expense was the sheer size of the county — offices like
the county clerk and judge need to be filled by a full
staff, despite the fact that the county has a population of
around 6,000 and even fewer property taxpayers.

Anything beyond these basic county services
would be on the chopping block. “I’m going to be
reevaluating everything we do,” he said. “Everything
we own owns us.”

Portillo agreed. “Do you want it, or do you need it?
That’s the million dollar question.”

The commissioners ultimately voted in favor of
adopting the de minimis tax rate for the proposed
budget. The final budget will go to public hearing on
August 28 — the proposed budget does not include
employee raises, which are currently under review for
elected officials.

If voters successfully petition, the budget will still
be adopted as-is but an election will be held during the
primary elections next spring. If voters vote against the
tax rate increase, the tax rate will return to the standard
voter approval rate. “It’s a mechanism for the voters to
speak,” Portillo said.

County attorney

(Continued from page 1)

Presidio — and potentially use any leftover to provide
for a code enforcement officer, a years-long sore spot
for the county.

The full details of the grant have yet to be fully
determined — the bill requires the comptroller’s office
to set the final restrictions and an application process by
January 2024. The bill’s text provides for assistance to
increase the salary of or create a position for an assistant
attorney, an investigative assistant, a victim assistance
coordinator or “to hire additional staff for the office.”

Precinct 1 Commissioner Brenda Silva Bentley was
concerned about rubber-stamping Ponton’s request
before the final details were ironed out by the state.
“What I don’t want to see is us approving this and it
not being used appropriately the way the grant is asking
us to,” she said. “This isn’t going to be, ‘Let’s find a
loophole and get through it.””

Ultimately the commissioners voted to approve his
request — with a promise to keep a watchful eye on
how the money would eventually be spent.

For the next agenda item, Ponton asked the
commissioners for a raise of $12,000. The county
currently pays him $40,000 a year annually — county
attorneys also receive an annual state stipend of $28,000,
bringing his total annual salary to $68,000.

Ponton felt that his salary was unfair, given the
discrepancy between his salary and those of neighboring
counties. Brewster County currently contributes
$57,000 a year to their county attorney’s salary, and
Culberson County contributes $60,000. Oil-rich Reeves
County pays $115,000.

Over the course of the past year and a half, Ponton
has resigned from two separate contract city attorney
positions after drawing ire from local officials. In April
2022, Ponton resigned from his post as Presidio city
attorney in the wake of heated discussions about the
legality of a proposed diesel shipping route — some
council members were upset that Ponton opposed an
ordinance on legal grounds that had already been passed
by the city.

In June, Ponton resigned from his position as Alpine
city attorney just ahead of a scheduled performance
review. An internal email obtained by The Big Bend
Sentinel through a public records request includes
criticism from City Manager Megan Antrim about
Ponton’s performance, including “scheduling conflicts
after meetings have been set” and “not responding in
a timely manner or providing updates/documentation.”

At the time, Ponton denied having any knowledge of
any performance issues or an impending performance

review, though he is included on the email from Antrim
and the discussion of his employment was placed on the
city council meeting agenda ahead of his resignation.

Ponton said that resigning from these positions was
not due to poor performance and instead would allow
him to dedicate himself more fully to his elected
position as county attorney. “I’ve reduced my workload
so that I can spend more time and be more focused on
doing a good job for Presidio County,” he said.

Precinct 4 Commissioner David Beebe was upset by
the proposition, given frozen salaries and pay cuts for
other officials — but did concede that Ponton had been
fulfilling his duties as county attorney. “You do show
up, and I’m happy for that,” he said.

Precinct 2 Commissioner Margarito Hernandez

initially spoke in favor of granting Ponton the extra
money, given the hefty pay increases granted to law
enforcement. “Whether we like him or don’t like him,
whether he’s a good lawyer or a bad lawyer — we
already [gave raises] for the constables,” he said.

Beebe also clarified that — unlike contracted city
positions — raises for elected officials are not based on
performance. “Even if he was doing the greatest job that
anybody could do, he wouldn’t necessarily qualify for a
$12,000 raise,” he said.

The commissioners ultimately voted against granting
the raise, and Ponton said he plans to hold off on
submitting a formal salary grievance before elected
official salaries are set on August 23. The lone dissenting
vote was County Judge Joe Portillo.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
ON TAX INCREASE

Atax rate of 80.47005 per $100 valuation has been proposed by the governing body of PRESIDIO COUNTY )

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED
PRESIDIO COUNTY BUDGET

Notice is hereby given that a public hearing on the proposed Presidio County Budget for Fiscal
Year 2023-2024 will be held on Monday, August 28, 2023, at 10:00 a.m. at the Presidio County
Courthouse, 300 N. Highland, Marfa, Texas in the County Judge’s Office. Individuals may join
the hearing via computer or mobile device at: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83974308983,
meeting ID: 839 7430 8983 passcode: 334660, or by phone by dialing 1-346-248-7799.

This budget will raise more total property taxes than last year’s budget by $459,916 (13.34%),
and of that amount, 523,488 is tax revenue to be raised from new property added to the tax
roll this year.

PRESIDIO COUNTY, TEXAS
NOTICE OF ELECTED OFFICIAL PROPOSED SALARY CHANGES FOR FY2024

In compliance with section 152.013 of the Local Government Code, The Commissioners Court does hereby
give notice of salary and allowances for the elected officials of Presidio County. Elected officials' salaries
will be set on Monday, August 28, 2023 at 10:00 a.m., as part of the FY2024 budget adoption process. The
public meeting will be held at the Presidio County Courthouse, 300 N. Highland, in the County Judge's
Office, Marfa, Texas 79843. The officials and the proposed salaries are shown below:

Current Current Proposed Proposed Increase
Elected Official Salary Allowance Salary Allowance (Decrease)
County Judge 69,233.32 66,009.32 * (3,224.00)
County/District Clerk 44,943.86 53,719.01 8,775.15
County Commissioners (4) 97,012.24 97,012.24 0.00
Justice of the Peace-Presidio 37,872.64 40,872.64 3,000.00
Justice of the Peace-Marfa 37,872.64 40,872.64 3,000.00
County Attorney 65,790.40 68,590.40 ** 2,800.00
District Judge 4,964.44 4,964.44 0.00
County Treasurer 48,687.60 52,687.60 4,000.00
County Tax Assessor/Collector 49,615.28 53,615.28 4,000.00
County Sheriff 54,746.64 75,000.00 20,253.36
Constable-Precinct 1 15,409.68 45,000.00 29,590.32
Constable-Precinct 2 15,409.68 45,000.00 29,590.32

*  Proposed salary includes State supplement of $25,200
** Proposed salary includes State supplement of $28,000

PROPOSED TAX RATE $0.47005 per $100
NO-NEW-REVENUE TAX RATE $0.41516 per $100
VOTER-APPROVAL TAX RATE $0.43046 per $100
DE MINIMIS RATE $0.47005 per $100

The no-new-revenue tax rate is the tax rate for the_ 2023 tax year that will raise the same amount of property tax revenue for PRESIDIO
COUNTY from the same properties in both the 2022 tax year and the 2023 tax year.

The voter-approval rate is the highest tax rate that PRESIDIO COUNTY may adopt without holding an election to seek voter approval of the
rate, unless the de minimis rate for PRESIDIO COUNTY  exceeds the voter-approval tax rate for PRESIDIO COUNTY.

The de minimis rate is the rate equal to the sum of the no-new-revenue maintenance and operations rate for PRESIDIO COUNTY, the rate
that will raise $500,000, and the current debt rate for PRESIDIO COUNTY.

The proposed tax rate is greater than the no-new-revenue tax rate. This means that PRESIDIO COUNTY is proposing to increase property
taxes for the 2023 tax year.

A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED TAX RATE WILL BE HELD ON MONDAY, AUGUST 28, 2023, 10:00 A.M. at the PRESIDIO
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 300 N. HIGHLAND, IN THE COUNTY JUDGE'S OFFICE, MARFA, TX 79843,

The proposed tax rate is greater than the voter-approval tax rate but not greater than the de minimis rate. However, the proposed tax rate
exceeds the rate that allows voters to petition for an election under Section 26.075, Tax Code. If PRESIDIO COUNTY adopls the proposed
tax rate, the qualified voters of PRESIDIO COUNTY may petition PRESIDIO COUNTY to require an election to be held to determine
whether to reduce the proposed tax rate. If majority of the voters reject the proposed tax rate, the tax rate of PRESIDIO COUNTY will be the
voter-approval tax rate of the. PRESIDIO COUNTY .

YOUR TAXES OWED UNDER ANY OF THE TAX RATES MENTIONED ABOVE CAN BE CALCULATED AS FOLLOWS:
Property tax amount = { tax rate ) x ( taxable value of your property ) / 100

FOR the proposal: JOSE PORTILLO, PRESIDIO COUNTY JUDGE; BRENDA BENTLEY, COMMISSIONER PCT. 1;
MARGARITO HERNANDEZ, COMMISSIONER PCT. 2; JOSE CABEZUELA, COMMISSIONER PCT 3;
DAVID BEEBE, COMMISSIONER PCT. 4

AGAINST the proposal: NONE
PRESENT and not voting: NONE
ABSENT: NONE

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you can easily access information regarding
your property taxes, including information about proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is calculated to limit the rate of growth of property
taxes in the state.

The following table compares the taxes imposed on the average residence homestead by PRESIDIO COUNTY last year to the taxes
proposed to be imposed on the average residence homestead by PRESIDIO COUNTY this year.

2022 2023 Change
Total tax rate (per $0.493833 $0.47005 Decrease of $0.023783 or 4.81%
$100 of value)
Average homestead $78,726 $87,722 Increase of $8,996 or 11.42%
taxable value
Tax on average $388.77 $412.33 Increase of $23.56 or 6.06%
homestead
Total tax levy on $3,829,577 4,340,595 Increase of $511,018 or 13.34%

all properties

For assistance with tax calculations, please contact the tax or for PRESIDIO COUNTY at 432-729-4081 or_
natalia.williams.pctac@co.presidio.tx.us or visit www.co.presidio.tx.us for more information.
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“No digo que tenga envidia de las personas que tienen
petroleo y gas en su patio trasero”, dijo el juez del
condado de Presidio, Joe Portillo. “Pero seguro que
hace las cosas mas faciles”.

En Texas, la mayor parte de los impuestos recaudados
provienen del impuesto sobre las ventas. Una porcion
mas pequeila proviene del impuesto a la propiedad,
que se divide entre los distritos escolares locales,
que reciben la parte del ledn, y los gobiernos de los
condados. Los condados canalizan el dinero de los
contribuyentes a sus fondos generales, lo que cubre
los costos basicos de funcionamiento de oficinas
esenciales como tesoreros y secretarios del condado.

Aunque el condado busca regularmente subvenciones
y otras oportunidades, no opera empresas como
servicios de eliminacion de agua y desechos, que
generan dinero para las comunidades incorporadas del
condado de Marfa y Presidio.

La mayor parte del presupuesto del condado
proviene de los impuestos a la propiedad. El estado
de Texas establece los estandares, que se han reducido
constantemente en los ultimos afios; este afio, todos
los ojos estaban puestos en el proyecto de ley 2 del
Senado, que representa el mayor recorte de impuestos
a la propiedad en la historia de Texas.

Las sesiones legislativas en Texas normalmente
terminan en mayo, pero este afio el gobernador Greg
Abbott convocd una serie de sesiones especiales que
se extendieron durante el verano. La reforma del
impuesto a la propiedad, popular en ambos lados del
pasillo, con algunas salvedades, fue el tema de una
sesion convocada en junio.

Si bien la medida se promociondé como un alivio
financiero para muchos hogares en Texas, muchos
funcionarios locales no pudieron evitar preguntarse:
(como afectaria esto a los gobiernos locales?

El juez del condado Joe Portillo planted la cuestion
en marzo, cuando la SB 2 todavia era un destello en
los ojos del gobernador. Portillo se acercd tanto al
condado de Presidio como a la ciudad de Presidio para
hacer del Puente Internacional de Presidio su propia
entidad tributaria.

El objetivo del discurso de Portillo no era aumentar
los impuestos, sino garantizar que el puente pudiera
financiar sus propias mejoras en el caso probable de
recortes presupuestarios causados por la reduccion
de los ingresos por impuestos a la propiedad. “Vamos
a ver un recorte, todos vamos a ver un recorte en
nuestros ingresos generales que ingresan”, dijo.

La SB 2 finalmente se aprobd en julio y enfrenta una
eleccion de enmienda constitucional en todo el estado
en el otofio. Si los votantes aprueban la enmienda,

las exenciones de viviendas aumentaran de $40,000
a $100,000 para todos los propietarios, con un limite
maximo de $110,000 para los tejanos ancianos y
discapacitados.

Las exenciones de Homestead se aplican a los
propietarios que pueden probar que una propiedad es
su residencia principal. El valor imponible se deduce
del valor de tasaciéon de una vivienda: una propiedad
valuada en $300,000 antes de que la SB 2 se gravara
como si valiera $260,000. Segun la nueva ley, esa
misma propiedad se gravaria igual que una propiedad
valorada en $200,000.

Si se aprueba la enmienda, los colonos de Texas
pueden ahorrar un promedio de $1,300 al afio en
impuestos sobre la propiedad, un recorte significativo
si se tiene en cuenta que las tasas de impuestos sobre la
propiedad de Texas se ubican constantemente entre las
10 mas altas de la nacion. “Esto sera algo bueno para
muchos de nuestros ciudadanos”, dijo el comisionado
del Precinto 4, David Beebe.

El representante estatal Eddie Morales, que
representa al Big Bend, fue uno de los patrocinadores
de la SB 2. “Ninglin proyecto de ley es perfecto, pero
esta legislacion se bas6 en meses de negociaciones
entre la Camara de Representantes, el Senado y la
oficina del gobernador y proporcionara casi $18 mil
millones en alivio en todo el estado”, dijo Cayden
McCord, director de comunicaciones de Morales.

Si los votantes la aprueban, la SB 2 tendra un
impacto positivo en muchos hogares de Texas, pero los
impactos a largo plazo para los gobiernos locales aun
estan por verse. El presupuesto del condado de este
afio se elabord teniendo en cuenta estas incognitas.

El representante estatal de Big Bend en el Senado,
César Blanco, confiaba en que la SB 2 no afectaria
negativamente los presupuestos del condado, debido
a las “medidas de compresion” incorporadas en el
proyecto de ley que cambiarian la carga fiscal de
los propietarios hacia el estado, lo que actualmente
disfruta de un superavit presupuestario.

Blanco también sabia que los condados pequefios
y pobres eran particularmente vulnerables a las
regulaciones cambiantes que guian sus presupuestos.
“También he apoyado la legislacion para prohibir
los mandatos no financiados del gobierno local,
para garantizar que los condados en Far West Texas
tengan los recursos que necesitan para servir a sus
comunidades”, escribié en un comunicado en The Big
Bend Sentinel.

La SB 2 no fue la primera vez que Abbott defendio
la reforma del impuesto a la propiedad. En 2019,
la legislatura aprobd un proyecto de ley que limita
el crecimiento anual de las tasas de impuestos a

la propiedad en un 3,5 % para los gobiernos de los
condados y en un 2,5 % para los distritos escolares.

Los funcionarios del condado sefialaron el limite
de crecimiento del 3,5 % como una de las principales
razones por las que el condado no pudo mantener un
presupuesto equilibrado en el afio fiscal 23 y el proximo
afo fiscal 24. Como la mayoria de los consumidores
estadounidenses, el condado de Presidio se ha visto
muy afectado por la inflacion. Por ejemplo: el afio
pasado, los gastos del condado para el seguro de salud
de los empleados existentes aumentaron un 9 % y la
electricidad en las instalaciones del condado aumento
un 12 %.

Los condados que deseen modificar sus tasas de
impuestos sobre la propiedad tienen algunas opciones.
Sus tasas impositivas estan escalonadas: la mas baja es
la tasa impositiva “sin nuevos ingresos”, que mantiene
los ingresos del impuesto a la propiedad iguales
aflo tras afio. La tasa de impuestos a la propiedad
del condado del afio pasado fue de alrededor de 42
centavos por cada $100 de valor imponible.

La tasa de “sin nuevos ingresos” suele ser un poco
mas baja que la tasa de impuestos propuesta, preparada
por el distrito de tasacion del condado, lo que permite
que el condado aumente los ingresos.

La tasa de aprobacion de los votantes es intuitiva:
es la tasa a la que el condado puede aumentar los
impuestos sin dar a los contribuyentes el poder de
solicitar una eleccion. Si las tasaciones aumentan y
se agregan nuevas propiedades a las listas, estas tasas
de impuestos propuestas disminuyen afio tras afio. La
tasa de aprobacion de los votantes de este aflo es de 43
centavos por cada $100 de valor imponible.

Luego esta la tasa de minimis. Para los condados
mas pequefios, la tasa de minimis le permite al
gobierno recaudar $500,000 en nuevos ingresos, pero
esa tasa les da a los votantes el poder de solicitar una
eleccion que puede hacer retroceder ese numero a la
tasa estandar de aprobacion de los votantes.

El condado puede decidir ir mas alla de la tasa de
minimis, lo que desencadena una eleccion automatica.
Los funcionarios del condado de Presidio decidieron
no seguir ese camino y, en cambio, deliberar si buscar
0 no la tasa de minimis.

Por lo general, las entidades locales no se detendran
ante nada para evitar cualquier tipo de eleccion; casi
universalmente, los votantes no estin a favor de
aumentar sus propios impuestos. “No quiero el costo
y los problemas de una eleccion”, dijo Beebe. “Va a
haber un escandalo”.

El juez Portillo se mantuvo firme en optar por la tasa
de minimis. Sintié que la situacion era tan grave que
estaba dispuesto a caer sobre su espada, politicamente
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hablando, para ayudar a que el condado funcionara.
“No tengo delirios de grandeza”, dijo. “Se mire como
se mire, va a ser doloroso”.

A pesar del hecho de que los aumentos de la tasa
de impuestos son impopulares, Portillo sintid que
el condado podria usar los recortes de impuestos de
este aflo a su favor. Confiaba en que los propietarios
del condado de Presidio aun podrian cosechar los
beneficios de los recortes en todo el estado mientras
apoyan la busqueda del condado para cerrar el déficit.

Seguir la tasa impositiva de minimis reduciria el
déficit del condado en alrededor de $470,000, lo
que dejaria al condado en alrededor de $110,000 en
numeros rojos. Si el condado intentara imponer una
tasa impositiva mas alta que la tasa de minimis, la ley
desencadenaria una eleccion.

Portillo sefialé que la tasa impositiva de minimis solo
aumentaria las facturas en cuatro centavos por cada
$100 de valor imponible. Un residente del condado
de Presidio que ocupa una propiedad valorada en §
200,000 solo vera que su factura aumenta alrededor
de $ 40 por afio.

Beebe estuvo deacuerdo en que la situacion fiscal dejo
al condado de Presidio en una situacion desesperada.
Explico que parte del gasto era el tamafio del condado:
las oficinas como el secretario del condado y el juez
deben ocuparse con todo el personal, a pesar de que
el condado tiene una poblacion de alrededor de 6,000
e incluso menos contribuyentes de impuestos a la
propiedad.

Cualquier cosa mas alld de estos servicios basicos
del condado estaria en el tajo. “Voy a reevaluar todo
lo que hacemos”, dijo. “Todo lo que poseemos nos
posee”.

Portillo estuvo de acuerdo. “;Lo quieres o lo
necesitas? Esa es la pregunta del millon”.

Los comisionados finalmente votaron a favor
de adoptar la tasa impositiva de minimis para el
presupuesto propuesto. El presupuesto final ird a
la audiencia publica el 28 de agosto: el presupuesto
propuesto no incluye aumentos de empleados, que
actualmente estan bajo revision para los funcionarios
electos.

Si los votantes hacen la peticiébn con éxito, el
presupuesto aun se adoptard tal como esta, pero se
llevara a cabo una eleccion durante las elecciones
primarias de la proxima primavera. Si los votantes
votan en contra del aumento de la tasa impositiva, la
tasa impositiva volvera a la tasa estandar de aprobacion
de los votantes. “Es un mecanismo para que hablen los
votantes”, dijo Portillo.

Notice of Public Hearing on
PRESIDIO COUNTY APPRAISAL DIST.

Budget

The _ PRESIDIO COUNTY APPRAISAL DIST

for the

fiscal year.

located at _107 E TEXAS ST, MARFA_ TEXAS 79843
budget follows:

appraisal district.

located at 107 E TEXAS ST, MARFA, TEXAS 79843

_ will hold a public hearing on a proposed budget

The public hearing will be held on _AUGUST 24, 2023 @2:00 pm. _ at PRESIDIO COUNTY APPRAISAL |

The total amount of the proposed budget. $ 533,752.00
The total amount of increase over the current year's budget. $ 11.316.89
The number of employees compensated under the proposed budget. 5
The number of employees compensated under the current budget. 5

The appraisal district is supported solely by payments from the local taxing units served by the

If approved by the appraisal district board of directors at the public hearing, this proposed budget
will take effect automatically unless disapproved by the governing bodies of the county, school
districts, cities and towns served by the appraisal district.

A copy of the proposed budget is available for public inspection in the office of each of those
governing bodies. A copy is also available for public inspection at the appraisal district office

A summary of the appraisal district

APOYAR EL PERIODISMO LOCAL EN SHOP.BIGBENDSENTINEL.COM

BBT" /)

A Manteniéndote

conectado

BBT lanza el Paquete de Cuidado BBT Fiber

Exclusivamente para Participantes del Programa de
Conectividad Asequible de la FCC*

https:/

BBT, el proveedoar lider de telecomunicaciones en el oeste de Texas, presenta el BET
Fiber Care Package, un plan de internet innovador y asequible exclusivo para los
participantes del Programa de Conectividad Asequible (ACP) de la FCC.

El Programa de Conectividad Asequible de la FCC esta disenado para garantizar que todos
los estadounidenses tengan acceso a servicios de banda ancha asequibles y de calidad.

EI BET Fiber Care Package ofrece velocidades rapidas de internet de fibra de
100 Mbps para descargas y 20 Mbps para subidas, asegurando experiencias en linea de calidad.
Con el generoso crédito mensual de $30 del ACP, los beneficiarios calificados
ahora pueden disfrutar de este increible paquete a un costo excepcionalmente
bajo de solo $19.95 al mes.

"BEBT cree en el poder de la conectividad y su capacidad para impactar positivamente vidas.
Con el BBT Care Package, estamos dando pasos significativos para brindar
soluciones de internet asequibles a quienes mas lo necesitan’, dijo Rusty Moore, Gerente
General de BET. "Muestra colaboracion con el Programa de Conectividad Asequible
de la FCC nos permite conectar aun mas hogares en nuestra comunidad, fomentando
oportunidades de educacion, empleo y enriguecedoras experiencias en linea".

Para aprovechar el BEBT Fiber Care Package y explorar los beneficios de internet de alta
velocidad por fibra, los participantes del Programa de Conectividad
Asequible de la FCC pueden comunicarse con BET al B00.592.4781 o visitar
fwww.bighend.com/foe-affordable-connectivity-program
para obtener mas informacion y detalles sobre como registrarse.

AFFORDABLE
CONNECTIVITY
PROGRAM
PARTICIPANTS

*Se aplican algunas restricciones y la oferta estd limitoda segun la ubicacion del servicio.

FIBER INTERNET
FOR ONLY

19~

PER MONTH
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TEXTURE PRESIDIO

Ramon Rodriguez Aranda
Photos and text by HANNAH GENTILES

Texture Presidio uses the art of photography and storytelling to explore and highlight the textures and tales that
make South Presidio County and the surrounding desert landscape both beautifully ordinary and unique.

As I chatted with Ramon Rodriguez Aranda, a recent graduate of Presidio High School, I couldn't help but feel
a sense of awe at his unwavering commitment to leading and motivating groups and initiatives toward a greener
community, especially in the face of the growing climate crisis. When I asked him about his inspiration, he replied
with a twinkle in his eye: "The whole community is my motivation. We are a town with limited resources, often
leading to a lack of education. These climate issues are new to many people here. As a young person, I feel raising
awareness about these issues is important."”

Throughout our conversation, he noted several times: "We are the generation that will be most affected.”

Aranda's leadership skills are as impressive as his passion for the environment. He has held several high-profile
positions this past year, including National Honor Society president, class president and Rocketry Committee
president. He has also revitalized several PHS traditions, such as homecoming, more frequent pep rallies, and
other spirited events throughout the school year. Despite his youth, he is an active volunteer and helps to facilitate
community events. Community leaders know they can count on Ramon.

Aranda's love for environmental causes began in his early years as he was captivated by a presentation on
recycling from local community leaders Elvira Hermosilla and Liz Rohana in his kindergarten class. They continued
to inspire and support him throughout the years as they carried out important work. He holds a special reverence
for them and got emotional while speaking about a recent event they organized together for young students through
the Big Bend Conservation Alliance — there, they commented that there might be a future Ramon in the crowd
of children who would take the initiative to benefit their community and the environment in the same way he
has. Aranda's unwavering dedication and involvement in a small town that has struggled to encourage significant
community involvement inspires hope.

Aranda has been involved in various activities over the years. Still, his greatest passion lies in addressing the
climate crisis. He is dedicated to educating others, creating real change and starting conversations about the future
impacts on the environment.

During his eighth-grade year, Aranda was stirred by the wave of youth-led protests happening across the globe
and the tenacity of his idol, Greta Thunberg. He couldn't help but take action in his community of Presidio, thus
birthing Project Homeleaf. This movement was akin to a growing tree, with each "leaf" playing a vital role in its
development. Aranda boldly rallied his classmates to join the cause, even standing on top of a cafeteria table during
lunch, calling out to his fellow students.

After a successful recruitment, 10 students banded together to make up the passionate team of Project Homeleaf.
Those 10 students remain at the helm of the organization. Often in partnership with Big Bend Conservation
Alliance, they have effectively coordinated events and initiatives to tackle the climate crisis. Amid the pandemic,
Aranda took it upon himself to grow a collection of tree saplings to distribute to each household in Presidio.
Eventually, he teamed up with BBCA and began donating trees to any community member who expressed interest,
brandishing shovels and donning gloves, ready to dig.

In 2022, Project Homeleaf organized the first Climate Summit in the area, inviting the community to learn from
local climate experts about how climate change has and will affect the region. The group also revitalized the rock
planters lining O'Reilly Street with beautiful native foliage and helped revive the city's dormant recycling program.
As a result, the recycling center is now accessible two days a week. They have also placed two recycling bins
across town to encourage community recycling further.

Aranda proposed an innovative xeriscaping design to create a green space at the high school that utilized native
plants, reduced water usage, improved commuter safety and provided better access for disabled individuals. He
presented a detailed proposal on costs, materials and installation time to the school board and maintenance director
early in the school year. His hard work paid off as the project has since been completed, leaving a true legacy as
he exited PHS.

Aranda is dedicated to expanding the success of Project Homeleaf and hopes to duplicate its model in other
small towns — Marfa, Alpine and beyond. He will soon go on to complete his biology/environmental science

Share Your Thoughts About

REPRODUCTIVE
HEALTH NEEDS

in the Big Bend Area

Big Bend Reproductive Coalition is a practical care organization that
provides support to women and people who can get pregnant in our region.
We want to hear your thoughts about our region’s needs!

TOWN HALL DISCUSSION #2:
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The Sentinel, 209 W. El Paso St., Marfa, TX

Meetings in Fort Davis, Presidio, and Terlingua coming soon. Learn more:
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"NOW SERVING FOOD DAILY"

BREAKFAST FROM 7:30 AM - 3 PM
LUNCH FROM 11 AM - 3 PM

209 W EL PASO ST, MARFA, TX 79843

degree at UTPB and pursue a master's degree at Texas Tech to best arm himself for success. Aranda and his team
operate without a formal hierarchy, as he believes in giving people the freedom to explore different roles. In
addition, they are actively engaging with young people to ensure that their work continues, and they plan to return
regularly to provide support.

Aranda’s mission is to arm people with information so that they can better understand climate change and its
impacts. In his efforts, he has become increasingly aware of how important it is to approach all climate control
conversations with care, patience and an open mind, especially in a region like West Texas, where many families
rely on work in the oil industry.

In an era where folks struggle to have productive conversations with those who think differently than them,
Aranda believes it’s his curiosity that makes all the difference. "I'm fond of other people's ideas; I'm curious. How
do they see it? How do they see me?” he said. “It's essential to see how other people view things." He said he
always tries to avoid arguments, instead sticking to the facts and being as respectful as possible.

As he moves on to the next chapter in his life, Aranda hopes that Presidio maintains a mindset of growth and
giving back — that those like him, who leave for educational purposes, come back to put their knowledge to use.

“[We should] go get our knowledge and bring it back here, shaping new leaders and coming back educated —
really value the new generation of students so they have something/someone to lean back on,” he said. “It comes
back to people specializing in certain gaps in the community and coming back to fill them."

Hannah Gentiles is a trained photographer with a background in social work who has lived in Presidio County
since 2015. She currently runs “Texture Presidio,” a photo essay-based storytelling project, and lives in Presidio.
To find out more about Texture Presidio and her photography, visit www.hannahgentiles.com/texturepresidio or
ig:texturepresidio
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TEXTURA PRESIDIO

Ramon Rodriguez Aranda
Fotos y texto de HANNAH GENTILES

Texture Presidio utiliza el arte de la fotografia y la narracion de historias para explorar y resaltar las texturas
y los cuentos que hacen que el condado de South Presidio y el paisaje desértico circundante sean hermosos,
ordinarios y unicos.

Mientras conversaba con Ramén Rodriguez Aranda, un recién graduado de la Escuela Secundaria Presidio, no
pude evitar sentir una sensacion de asombro por su compromiso inquebrantable de liderar y motivar grupos e
iniciativas hacia una comunidad mas verde, especialmente frente a la creciente crisis climatica. Cuando le pregunté
sobre su inspiracion, respondié con un brillo en los ojos: “Toda la comunidad es mi motivacion. Somos un pueblo
con recursos limitados, lo que a menudo conduce a la falta de educacion. Estos problemas climaticos son nuevos
para muchas personas aqui”. Como joven, siento que crear conciencia sobre estos temas es importante”.

A'lo largo de nuestra conversacion, sefialé varias veces: “Somos la generacion que se vera mas afectada”.

Las habilidades de liderazgo de Aranda son tan impresionantes como su pasion por el medio ambiente. Ocupd
varios puestos de alto perfil el afio pasado, incluido el de presidente de la Sociedad Nacional de Honor, presidente
de la clase y presidente del Comité Rocketry. También ha revitalizado varias tradiciones de PHS, como el regreso a
casa, reuniones de &nimo mas frecuentes y otros eventos animados durante el afio escolar. A pesar de su juventud,
es un voluntario activo y ayuda a facilitar eventos comunitarios. Los lideres comunitarios saben que pueden contar
con Ramon.

El amor de Aranda por las causas ambientales comenzé en sus primeros afios cuando quedé cautivado por una
presentacion sobre reciclaje de las lideres comunitarias locales Elvira Hermosilla y Liz Rohana en su clase de jardin
de infantes. Continuaron inspirandolo y apoyandolo a lo largo de los afios mientras realizaban un trabajo importante.
El tiene una reverencia especial por ellos y se emocioné al hablar sobre un evento reciente que organizaron juntos
para jovenes estudiantes a través de Big Bend Conservation Alliance. Alli, comentaron que podria haber un futuro
Ramon entre la multitud de nifios que tomaria la iniciativa. para beneficiar a su comunidad y al medio ambiente de
la misma manera que ¢l lo ha hecho. La inquebrantable dedicacion y participacion de Aranda en un pequefio pueblo
que ha luchado para fomentar una participacion significativa de la comunidad inspira esperanza.

Aranda ha estado involucrada en diversas actividades a lo largo de los afios. Aun asi, su mayor pasion radica
en abordar la crisis climatica. Se dedica a educar a otros, crear un cambio real € iniciar conversaciones sobre los
impactos futuros en el medio ambiente.

Durante su afio de octavo grado, Aranda se sinti6 conmovido por la ola de protestas lideradas por jovenes en todo
el mundo y la tenacidad de su idolo, Greta Thunberg. No pudo evitar actuar en su comunidad de Presidio, dando asi
nacimiento al Proyecto Homeleaf. Este movimiento era similar a un &rbol en crecimiento, con cada “hoja” jugando
un papel vital en su desarrollo. Aranda animé audazmente a sus compaiieros de clase a unirse a la causa, incluso
parandose sobre una mesa de la cafeteria durante el almuerzo, llamando a sus compafieros de estudios.

Ramon Rodriguez Aranda
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Después de un reclutamiento exitoso, 10 estudiantes se unieron para formar el apasionado equipo de Project
Homeleaf. Esos 10 estudiantes permanecen al frente de la organizaciéon. A menudo, en asociacion con Big Bend
Conservation Alliance, han coordinado eficazmente eventos e iniciativas para abordar la crisis climatica. En medio
de la pandemia, Aranda se encargd de cultivar una coleccion de arboles jovenes para distribuir a cada hogar en
Presidio. Eventualmente, se asoci6 con la BBCA y comenzd a donar arboles a cualquier miembro de la comunidad
que expresara interés, blandiendo palas y guantes, listo para cavar.

En 2022, Project Homeleaf organizé la primera Cumbre del Clima en el area, e invit6 a la comunidad a aprender
de los expertos climaticos locales sobre como el cambio climatico ha afectado y afectara a la region. El grupo
también revitalizé los maceteros de roca que bordean la calle O’Reilly con un hermoso follaje nativo y ayudé
a reactivar el programa de reciclaje inactivo de la ciudad. Como resultado, ahora se puede acceder al centro de
reciclaje dos dias a la semana. También han colocado dos contenedores de reciclaje en toda la ciudad para alentar
aun mas el reciclaje comunitario.

Aranda propuso un disefio innovador de xerojardineria para crear un espacio verde en la escuela secundaria que
utiliz6 plantas autdctonas, redujo el consumo de agua, mejor6 la seguridad de los viajeros y proporcion6 un mejor
acceso para las personas discapacitadas. Present6 una propuesta detallada sobre costos, materiales y tiempo de
instalacion a la junta escolar y al director de mantenimiento a principios del afio escolar. Su arduo trabajo valid la
pena ya que el proyecto se completd desde entonces, dejando un verdadero legado cuando sali6 de PHS.

Aranda se dedica a expandir el éxito del Proyecto Homeleaf y espera duplicar su modelo en otros pueblos
pequefios: Marfa, Alpine y mas alla. Pronto completara su licenciatura en biologia/ciencias ambientales en UTPB
y obtendra una maestria en Texas Tech para prepararse mejor para el éxito. Aranda y su equipo operan sin una
jerarquia formal, ya que cree en dar a las personas la libertad de explorar diferentes roles. Ademas, se involucran
activamente con los jovenes para garantizar que su trabajo contintie y planean regresar regularmente para brindar
apoyo.

La mision de Aranda es armar a las personas con informacion para que puedan comprender mejor el cambio
climatico y sus impactos. En sus esfuerzos, se ha vuelto cada vez mas consciente de lo importante que es abordar
todas las conversaciones sobre el control del clima con cuidado, paciencia y una mente abierta, especialmente en
una region como el oeste de Texas, donde muchas familias dependen del trabajo en la industria petrolera.

En una era en la que a la gente le cuesta tener conversaciones productivas con quienes piensan diferente a ellos,
Aranda cree que es su curiosidad lo que marca la diferencia. “Me gustan las ideas de los demas, tengo curiosidad.
(Coémo lo ven? ;Como me ven a mi?”. dijo. “Es esencial ver como otras personas ven las cosas”. Dijo que siempre
trata de evitar las discusiones, en lugar de cefiirse a los hechos y ser 1o mas respetuoso posible.

A medida que pasa al proximo capitulo de su vida, Aranda espera que Presidio mantenga una mentalidad de
crecimiento y retribucion, que aquellos como €1, que se van con fines educativos, regresen para poner en practica
sus conocimientos.

“[Deberiamos] obtener nuestro conocimiento y traerlo de vuelta aqui, formando nuevos lideres y volviendo
educados; realmente valoren a la nueva generacion de estudiantes para que tengan algo/alguien en quien apoyarse”,
dijo. “Se trata de personas que se especializan en ciertos vacios en la comunidad y regresan para llenarlos”.

Hannah Gentiles es una fotografa capacitada con experiencia en trabajo social que vive en el condado de
Presidio desde 2015. Actualmente dirige “Texture Presidio”, un proyecto de narracion basado en ensayos
fotogrdficos, y vive en Presidio. Para obtener mds informacion sobre Texture Presidio y su fotografia, visite www.
hannahgentiles.com/texturepresidio o ig:texturepresidio
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Fiscal del condado

(Continuacién de la pagina 1)

motivos legales que ya habia sido aprobada por la ciudad. .

August B

sus salarios de $15,409.68 a $45,000.

$100,000 adicionales estarian disponibles para la oficina del fiscal del
condado, bajo una disposicion que busca aliviar la cantidad de casos de
los condados rurales a raiz del aumento de los arrestos relacionados con la
inmigracion. Ponton esperaba usar el dinero para contratar a un asistente
de tiempo completo para que pudiera tener ayuda en Marfa y Presidio,
y potencialmente usar cualquier sobrante para proporcionar un oficial de
cumplimiento de codigos, un punto delicado para el condado durante afios.

Los detalles completos de la subvencion atn no se han determinado por
completo: el proyecto de ley requiere que la oficina del contralor establezca
las restricciones finales y un proceso de solicitud para enero de 2024. El
texto del proyecto de ley prevé asistencia para aumentar el salario o crear
un puesto para un asistente. abogado, un asistente de investigacion, un
coordinador de asistencia a victimas o “para contratar personal adicional
para la oficina”.

La comisionada del Precinto 1, Brenda Silva Bentley, estaba preocupada
por aprobar la solicitud de Ponton antes de que el estado resolviera los
detalles finales. “Lo que no quiero ver es que aprobemos esto y no se use de
manera adecuada de la forma en que nos lo pide la subvencion”, dijo. “Esto
no va a ser, ‘Encontremos una escapatoria y superémosla’.

En ultima instancia, los comisionados votaron para aprobar su solicitud,
con la promesa de estar atentos a como se gastaria eventualmente el dinero.

Para el siguiente tema de la agenda, Ponton pidié a los comisionados
un aumento de $12,000. Actualmente, el condado le paga $40,000 al afio;
los abogados del condado también reciben un estipendio estatal anual de
$28,000, lo que eleva su salario anual total a $68,000.

Ponton sinti6 que su salario era injusto, dada la discrepancia entre su
salario y los de los condados vecinos. El condado de Brewster actualmente
aporta $57,000 al afio al salario de su abogado del condado, y el condado
de Culberson aporta $60,000. El condado de Reeves, rico en petroleo, paga
$115,000.

En el transcurso del tGltimo afio y medio, Ponton renuncié a dos puestos
separados de abogado de la ciudad por contrato después de provocar la ira de
los funcionarios locales. En abril de 2022, Ponton renunci6 a su cargo como
abogado de la ciudad de Presidio luego de acaloradas discusiones sobre
la legalidad de una ruta de envio de diesel propuesta; algunos miembros
del consejo estaban molestos porque Ponton se opuso a una ordenanza por

En junio, Ponton renunci6é a su cargo como abogado de la ciudad de
Alpine justo antes de una revision de desempefio programada. Un correo
electronico interno obtenido por The Big Bend Sentinel a través de una
solicitud de registros publicos incluye criticas de la administradora de la
ciudad, Megan Antrim, sobre el desempeiio de Ponton, incluidos “conflictos
de programacion después de que se hayan establecido las reuniones”
y “no responder de manera oportuna o proporcionar actualizaciones/
documentacion”.

En ese momento, Ponton negd tener conocimiento de cualquier problema
de desempefio o una revision de desempefio inminente, aunque estéa incluido
en el correo electronico de Antrim y la discusion de su empleo se incluyo
en la agenda de la reunion del consejo de la ciudad antes de su renuncia.

Ponton dijo que renunciar a estos cargos no se debid a un desempeiio
deficiente y, en cambio, le permitiria dedicarse mas plenamente a su cargo
electo como fiscal del condado. “He reducido mi carga de trabajo para
poder dedicar mas tiempo y concentrarme mas en hacer un buen trabajo
para el condado de Presidio”, dijo.

El comisionado del Precinto 4, David Beebe, estaba molesto por la
propuesta, dado que congelaron los salarios y redujeron los salarios de
otros funcionarios, pero admitié que Ponton habia estado cumpliendo con
sus deberes como fiscal del condado. “Apareces, y estoy feliz por eso”, dijo.

El comisionado del Precinto 2, Margarito Hernandez, inicialmente se
pronunci6 a favor de otorgarle a Ponton el dinero adicional, dados los
considerables aumentos salariales otorgados a las fuerzas del orden. “Ya
sea que nos guste o no, ya sea un buen abogado o un mal abogado, ya
[dimos aumentos] para los agentes”, dijo.

Beebe también aclard que, a diferencia de los puestos municipales
contratados, los aumentos para los funcionarios electos no se basan en el
desempefio. “Incluso si estuviera haciendo el mejor trabajo que cualquiera
pudiera hacer, no necesariamente calificaria para un aumento de $12,000”,
dijo.

Los comisionados finalmente votaron en contra de otorgar el aumento,
y Ponton dijo que planea posponer la presentacion de una queja salarial
formal antes de que se establezcan los salarios de los funcionarios electos
el 23 de agosto. El tnico voto en contra fue el del juez del condado Joe
Portillo.
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Gabriel Brito takes first at last weekend’s drag races

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — On Saturday night, Gabriel Brito of the Sure Shot racing
team claimed first place in the Presidio International Dragstrip’s monthly
event. Robert “Coach” Romero took second place and Armando Moreno
rounded out the rankings in third.

The win was a first for Brito — last summer he placed second, but
this weekend was the first time he’d ever snagged the top prize. “I was
speechless,” he said. “The crew knew it was my first win, and we sure did
celebrate after that.”

Brito is a proud member of Sure Shot Racing, a group of Presidio locals
who all found a love for the racetrack. David Martin got the group up off
the ground and did much of the original recruiting — Brito and friends
Albert Covos and Edward Martin started working on cars together not long
after.

Though these four are the core Sure Shot competitors, Brito said that they
have too many supporters to name — numerous friends and neighbors have
lent tools, expertise and cold beverages to the effort over the years. “We all

grew up together,” he said. “Presidio’s a small town, you know everybody.”

Brito currently works in quality control at Permian Tank in Odessa, but
his roots in Presidio run deep. He tries to make it back as much as he can to
see family, but the Sure Shot team keep in close contact over the phone to
keep preparation for each race consistent.

He was grateful for the team at the Presidio International Drag Strip
for providing an outlet for fun community gatherings in his hometown.
“Everyone comes to the races — we cook out, have some drinks, hang out
with friends,” he said. “It’s something cool for Presidio, where there’s not
alot to do.”

Brito has been working on his ride — a souped up ‘81 Chevy Malibu —
for two years now, and has gained plenty of skills along the way. A few
months ago, friend Jared Schufeldt helped him rebuild the motor — Brito
had never worked with an engine in that way before. “If it wasn’t for him,
I wouldn’t be ready right now,” he said.

Despite all his preparation, Brito said that expert mechanic work and a
strong team bond weren’t enough to win races. “It’s always something,
you’re always going to have a problem,” he said. “You never know if it’1l
be your day or not. It’s all luck in this sport.”

Gabriel Brito se lleva el primer puesto en las carreras
de resistencia del pasado fin de semana

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — El sabado por la noche, Gabriel Brito del equipo de
carreras Sure Shot obtuvo el primer lugar en el evento mensual de Presidio
International Dragstrip. Robert “Coach” Romero ocup0 el segundo lugar y
Armando Moreno completo la clasificacion en tercer lugar.

La victoria fue la primera para Brito: el verano pasado qued6 en segundo
lugar, pero este fin de semana fue la primera vez que obtuvo el primer
premio. “Me quedé sin palabras”, dijo. “El equipo sabia que era mi primera
victoria, y seguro que celebramos después de eso”.

Brito es un miembro orgulloso de Sure Shot Racing, un grupo de lugarefios
de Presidio que encontraron el amor por la pista de carreras. David Martin
hizo que el grupo despegara e hizo gran parte del reclutamiento original:
Brito y sus amigos Albert Covos y Edward Martin comenzaron a trabajar
juntos en autos poco después.

Aunque estos cuatro son los principales competidores de Sure Shot, Brito
dijo que tienen demasiados partidarios para nombrarlos: numerosos amigos
y vecinos han prestado herramientas, experiencia y bebidas frias al esfuerzo
a lo largo de los afios. “Todos crecimos juntos”, dijo. “Presidio es un pueblo

pequetio, conoces a todo el mundo”.

Brito actualmente trabaja en control de calidad en Permian Tank en
Odessa, pero sus raices en Presidio son profundas. Intenta regresar tanto
como puede para ver a la familia, pero el equipo de Sure Shot se mantiene
en contacto cercano por teléfono para mantener la preparacion constante
para cada carrera.

Estaba agradecido con el equipo de Presidio International Drag Strip
por proporcionar un medio para reuniones comunitarias divertidas en su
ciudad natal. “Todo el mundo viene a las carreras: cocinamos, tomamos
unas copas, salimos con amigos”, dijo. “Es algo genial para Presidio, donde
no hay mucho que hacer”.

Brito ha estado trabajando en su automovil, un Chevy Malibu del 81
mejorado, durante dos afios y ha adquirido muchas habilidades en el
camino. Hace unos meses, su amigo Jared Schufeldt lo ayud6 a reconstruir
el motor; Brito nunca antes habia trabajado con un motor de esa manera.
“Si no fuera por €1, no estaria listo en este momento”, dijo.

A pesar de toda su preparacion, Brito dijo que el trabajo mecanico experto
y un fuerte vinculo de equipo no eran suficientes para ganar carreras.
“Siempre es algo, siempre vas a tener un problema”, dijo. “Nunca sabes si
sera tu dia o no. Todo es suerte en este deporte”.

BBT launches Fiber Care Package for FCC
Affordable Connectivity Program participants

ALPINE — Big Bend Telephone is introducing the BBT Fiber Care
Package, an affordable internet plan exclusive to participants of the FCC
Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP). With the new offering, BBT
aims to bridge the digital divide and provide individuals and families with
reliable, high-speed internet access at an exceptionally affordable price.

The FCC Affordable Connectivity Program is designed to ensure that
every American has access to affordable, quality broadband services. BBT
says that it supports this program’s mission and is committed to playing an
active role in bringing the benefits of the internet to more households.

The BBT Fiber Care Package offers fast fiber internet speeds of 100 Mbps
for downloads and 20 Mbps for uploads for a quality online experience.
With the ACP’s $30 monthly credit, qualified recipients can now enjoy this

package at only $19.95 per month.

“BBT believes in the power of connectivity and its ability to positively
impact lives. With the BBT Care Package, we are taking significant steps
to provide affordable internet solutions to those who need it the most,”
said Rusty Moore, general manager at BBT. “Our partnership with the
FCC Affordable Connectivity Program allows us to connect even more
households in our community, fostering opportunities for education,
employment, and enriching experiences online.”

Participants of the FCC Affordable Connectivity Program interested in
taking advantage of the BBT Fiber Care Package and exploring the benefits
of fiber-fast internet are encouraged to reach out to BBT at 800.592.4781 or
visit bigbend.com/FCC for more information and sign-up details.

OBITUARY

colors were red, blue and yellow.
Odilia was a member of Our Lady
of Peace Catholic Church and had
a strong devotion to Our Lady of
Guadalupe.

She is predeceased in death by
her infant son, Joseph Merino; her
mother, Jesusita Escareno; and
siblings, Scotty Escareno, Evodio
Salas, Elida Espinoza, Teresa Rios
and Maria Luisa Rodriguez.

Odilia is survived by hus-
band, Jose Merino; brother, Carlos
Vasquez; sisters, Balvina Fuentez
and Corina Lopez (Pete); and many

Merino

OBITUARIO

estaban en su presencia. Sus colores
favoritos eran el rojo, el azul y el
amarillo. Odilia era miembro de la
Iglesia Catolica de Nuestra Sefiora
de la Paz y tenia una gran devocion
por Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe.

Ella es precedida en muerte por
su hijo pequefio, Joseph Merino;
su madre, Jesusita Escareno; y
hermanos, Scotty Escareno, Evodio
Salas, Elida Espinoza, Teresa Rios y
Maria Luisa Rodriguez.

A QOdilia le sobreviven su esposo,
José Merino; hermano, Carlos
Vasquez; hermanas,  Balvina

Merino

Big Bend Regional Hospital District
Notice of Board of Director Vacancy

The Big Bend Regional Hospital District seeks to fill
vacancies on its Board of Directors.

The Board position of Director will serve constituents in Single
Member District 2 which includes parts of the Cities of Marfa
and Presidio and areas south of Alpine and north of Terlingua.
The unexpired term to be filled will begin upon appointment by
the Board of Directors and will continue through May 2026.

The Board position of Director will serve constituents in Single
Member District 1 which includes western parts of Presidio
County, the City of Marfa, and the City of Presidio. The un-

expired term to be filled will begin upon appointment by the
Board of Directors and will continue through May 2024.

To qualify, a person must be a qualified voter, reside within the
boundaries of the respective Single Member District,
and complete an application.

Interested parties should complete an application available for
download at www.bigbendhealth.org. Questions regarding the
board vacancy can be directed to J.D. Newsom,
Executive Director, at 432-837-7051 or jd@bbrhd.com.

Big Bend Regional Hospital District Budget Hearing
August 31, 2023

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of Big Bend Regional Hospital
District has caused to be prepared an annual budget for the
fiscal year beginning October 1, 2023 and ending September
30, 2024. Notice is hereby given that a public hearing on said

proposed budget will be held on August 31, 2023 at 5:00 p.m.
at the BBRHD Administrative Office at 105 W. Holland Ave,
Alpine, TX 79830.

Buddy Cavness
Chairman / Board of Directors

QOdilia Vasquez Merino, 74, of
Alpine passed away peacefully on
Tuesday evening, August 8, 2023,
following a short illness. Odilia was
born January 21, 1949, in Alpine,
where she spent most of her life.

Odilia was the daughter of the
late Jesusita Escareno.

Prior to her failing health, Odil-
ia enjoyed music, dancing and so-
cializing. Odilia’s loud and spunky
personality could not be missed by
those in her presence. Her favorite

nephews and nieces.

Services have been entrusted to
Alpine Memorial Funeral Home.
Rosary and funeral Mass will be
held at Our Lady of Peace Catholic
Church on Wednesday, August 16,
2023, beginning at 9 a.m. Pallbear-
ers are as follows: David Campbell,
Benjamin Campos, Joe Martinez,
Bobby Rodriguez, Jesse Rodriquez
and Sonny Rodriguez.

Odilia will be greatly missed by
her family and friends.
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Odilia Vasquez Merino, de

74 afios, de Alpine, fallecio
pacificamente el martes 8 de agosto
de 2023 por la noche, luego de una
breve enfermedad. Odilia nacid
el 21 de enero de 1949 en Alpine,
donde pasdé la mayor parte de su
vida.

Odilia era hija de la fallecida
Jesusita Escareno.

Antes de su delicada salud, Odilia
disfrutaba de la musica, el baile y
la socializacion. La personalidad
ruidosa y valiente de Odilia no podia
pasar desapercibida para quienes

Fuentez y Corina Lopez (Pete); y
muchos sobrinos y sobrinas.

Los servicios han sido confiados a
Alpine Memorial Funeral Home. El
rosario y la misa funebre se llevaran
a cabo en la iglesia catolica Our
Lady of Peace el miércoles 16 de
agosto de 2023 a partir de las 9 a.
m. Los portadores del féretro son
los siguientes: David Campbell,
Benjamin Campos, Joe Martinez,
Bobby Rodriguez, Jesse Rodriguez
y Sonny Rodriguez.

Su familia y amigos extrafiaran
mucho a Odilia.
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& PRESIDIO SPORTS &
~ CALENDAR

THU, AUG 17 - SAT, AUG 19: PHS VOLLEYBALL
VARSITY @ SOCORRO TOURNEY

THU, AUG 17: LRFMS VOLLEYBALL VS MARFA @ PRESIDIO

TUE, AUG 22: PHS VOLLEYBALL VS COBACH/ALUMNI @
PRESIDIO: 9TH/JV @ 4:40PM/5:30PM; VARSITY @ 6:30PM

JOBS

Want to help Presidio County residents get FREE
at-home medical care?

Apply for the Presidio Community Paramedicine Scheduler/
Coordinator
Job duties: Schedule appointments for Presidio County resi-
dents to receive at home care from the Community Paramedics,
track follow-up appointments for residents in program, monitor
inventory of medical supplies needed for residents

S15/hour
Part-time
No benefits

High school degree required.
Must be bilingual and be friendly on the phone while
speaking with residents.
Will report to the Presidio EMS Director

Request an application at:
City of Presidio
City Secretary
P.O. Box 1899
Presidio, TX 79845
Physical Address: 507 W. O’Reilly St., Presidio, Texas

Or by emailing bornelas@presidiotx.us

City of Presidio reserves the

right to negotiate with any and all individuals or firms that

submit applications, as per the Texas Professional Services Pro-
curement
Act and the Uniform Grant and Contract Management
Standards. Section 3 Residents and Business Concerns, Minority
Business Enterprises, Small Business Enterprises and Women

Business Enterprises are encouraged to submit proposals.

City of Presidio is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Em-
ployer
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