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BURN BAN IN
EFFECT, NO
GROUND FIRES

by order of Presidio County

Study Butte
Water
Supply

Corporation

awaiting test

results to lift

do-not-use
ban

By SAM KARAS
sam(@bigbendsentinel.com

TERLINGUA — For almost two
weeks, customers of the Study
Butte Water Supply Corporation
(SBWSC) — serving “on the grid”
water customers in Terlingua and
Study Butte — have been under a
do-not-use ban. The ban is a step up
from a standard boil water advisory,
requiring the SBWSC to inform its
users that the system’s water may
not be fit even for bathing or tending
to animals.

Last Thursday, the SBWSC water
board held an emergency town hall
meeting to quell rumors and field
community concerns. Fifty-three
customers attended. “It completely

defused everybody,” said Board
President Bill Gilles.
Gilles and his fellow board

members explained to the crowd
how and why the ban has stretched
on for so long. On October 9, a
mechanical failure in one of the
system’s wells led the company
to issue a notice to customers to
conserve water. In order to fill the
gaps, water was trucked in the next
day from nearby Lajitas and Big
Bend National Park.

Following the water shipments,
the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality (TCEQ)
issued the “do-not-use” restriction
on October 14. As spokesperson
Ricky Richter explained last week
to The Big Bend Sentinel, the agency
pulled the emergency lever because
“unapproved water haulers may
have introduced unknown microbial
or chemical contamination to the
system” — in other words, the
state could not be certain that water
had been hauled in potable water
containers.

Gilles was confused by the
agency’s ruling, and said that only
approved containers had been used
— trucking water for drinking
and commercial use is a reality
of life for many in Terlingua. In
order to comply with the agency’s
regulations, the SBWSC quickly
went to work compiling data and
use history of all of the vehicles
used in the water transport.

A similar concern was raised at
the town hall meeting after some
customers heard that a Terlingua
Fire and EMS vehicle had been used
to transport water. The water board
explained the situation, both in
person and in an online notice. “The
Terlingua fire truck has only ever
carried water,” the notice reads. “It
has never held chemicals.”

Others raised concerns about
the fact that notices had not been
provided in Spanish. In response,
Gilles reached out to the TCEQ and
was informed that the corporation
would have to provide their
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The boys Blue Devil cross country poses after their district win. This November, the team will once again attend the state meet.
Los chicos de campo traviesa Blue Devil posan después de la victoria de su distrito. Este noviembre, el equipo asistird una vez mds a la reunion

—
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PISD Police Chief Joel
Nunez presents triennial
school safety audit results

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — At the end of September, PISD Police Chief Joel Nuiiez
unveiled the results of the district’s latest triennial safety audit. These
reports — required by the Texas School Safety Center — help districts
identify and address potential safety concerns and keep up-to-date with
statewide requirements and recommendations, including the use of state
funds for campus safety upgrades and training for students in seventh grade
and above to treat traumatic injuries.

Nuiiez’s report detailed areas in which the district was ahead of the
curve and several policies that will need to be implemented in the next
three years. Among the new mandates, the state is requiring enhanced alert
systems, a wider range of drills and stricter training requirements for staff
and administrators in emergency management.

The triennial audit recently filed by Nuiiez is not to be confused with
security audits conducted by the state last year. After the revelation that the
Uvalde shooter entered Robb Elementary School through a faulty exterior
lock, last year’s audits tested districts on whether or not unauthorized
visitors were able to access the school building from the outside. (Both
Presidio and Marfa ISDs passed the test.)

Nuifiez explained that a lot of new statewide requirements had surfaced
over the past year and a half in the wake of the Robb Elementary School
shooting in Uvalde. As incidents of gun violence in schools have become a

(Continued on page 2)

El jefe de policia de PISD,
Joel Nunez, presenta los
resultados de la auditoria

trienal de seguridad escolar

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — A finales de septiembre, el jefe de policia de PISD, Joel
Nuiiez, dio a conocer los resultados de la ultima auditoria de seguridad
trienal del distrito. Estos informes, requeridos por el Centro de Seguridad
Escolar de Texas, ayudan a los distritos a identificar y abordar posibles
preocupaciones de seguridad y mantenerse actualizados con los requisitos y
recomendaciones estatales, incluido el uso de fondos estatales para mejoras
de seguridad en los campus y capacitacion para estudiantes de séptimo
grado y arriba para tratar lesiones traumaticas.

El informe de Nufez detalla areas en las que el distrito estaba a la
vanguardia y varias politicas que deberan implementarse en los proximos
tres afios. Entre los nuevos mandatos, el estado exige sistemas de alerta
mejorados, una gama mas amplia de simulacros y requisitos de capacitacion
mas estrictos para el personal y los administradores en el manejo de
emergencias.

La auditoria trienal presentada recientemente por Nuilez no debe
confundirse con las auditorias de seguridad realizadas por el estado el afio
pasado. Después de la revelacion de que el tirador de Uvalde ingreso a la
Escuela Primaria Robb a través de una cerradura exterior defectuosa, las
auditorias del afo pasado evaluaron a los distritos para determinar si los

(Continued on page 3)

PMDD authorizes
contract for geothermal
energy study

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — At last weekend’s meeting, the Presidio Municipal
Development District (PMDD) authorized a contract with the University of
Texas at Austin to conduct a geothermal energy study in Presidio County
near the Rio Grande. The study is estimated to take six to eight months and
will determine whether or not Presidio County is a good candidate for a
geothermal energy plant.

Ken Wisian — a geophysicist at UT-Austin — first introduced the idea
at a Presidio County Commissioners Court meeting in June, endorsed by
Trey Gerfers, general manager of the Presidio County Underground Water
Conservation District. Along with the research of two dozen scientists and
policy experts, Wisian was a lead author on a report called The Future of
Geothermal in Texas: The Coming Century of Growth & Prosperity in the
Lone Star State.

Though the report extensively outlines the science of geothermal energy
and its potential implementation, Wisian told PMDD board members in
July at a follow-up presentation that the title of the report said it all. “The
amount of heat energy beneath our feet is estimated to be many thousands
of times larger than what we would need to power not only Texas, but the
world,” he said.

Geothermal energy plants bring hot water from below the Earth’s surface

(Continued on page 2)

PMDD autoriza contrato
para estudio de energia
geotérmica

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — En la reunién del fin de semana pasado, el Distrito de
Desarrollo Municipal de Presidio (PMDD) autorizé un contrato con
la Universidad de Texas en Austin para realizar un Estudio de energia
geotérmica en el condado de Presidio, cerca del Rio Grande. Se estima
que el estudio llevara de seis a ocho meses y determinara si el condado de
Presidio es un buen candidato para una planta de energia geotérmica.

Ken Wisian, geofisico de UT-Austin, present6 la idea por primera vez
en una reunion del Tribunal de Comisionados del Condado de Presidio
en junio, respaldada por Trey Gerfers, gerente general del Distrito de
Conservacion de Agua Subterranea del Condado de Presidio. Junto con la
investigacion de dos docenas de cientificos y expertos en politicas, Wisian
fue el autor principal de un informe llamado E! futuro de la geotermia en
Texas: el proximo siglo de crecimiento y prosperidad en el estado de la
estrella solitaria.

Aunque el informe describe ampliamente la ciencia de la energia
geotérmica y su posible implementacion, Wisian dijo a los miembros de la
junta del PMDD en julio en una presentacion de seguimiento que el titulo
del informe lo dice todo. "Se estima que la cantidad de energia térmica
bajo nuestros pies es miles de veces mayor que la que necesitariamos para
alimentar no sélo a Texas, sino al mundo", dijo.

(Continued on page 3)

Study Butte
Water Supply
Corporation
espera los
resultados
de las
pruebas para
levantar la
prohibicion
de no uso

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

TERLINGUA— Durante casi
dos semanas, los clientes de Study
Butte Water Supply Corporation
(SBWSC)— sirviendo a clientes
de agua “en la red” en Terlingua
y Study Butte— han estado bajo
una prohibicion de no uso. La
prohibicién es un paso adelante
con respecto a un aviso estandar
de hervir el agua, que exige que
la SBWSC informe a sus usuarios
que el agua del sistema puede no
ser apta ni siquiera para bafiarse o
cuidar a los animales.

El jueves pasado, la junta de agua
de SBWSC celebr6 una reunion
municipal de emergencia para
sofocar los rumores y abordar las
preocupaciones de la comunidad.
Asistieron cincuenta y tres clientes.
"Esto desanimé6 a todos por
completo”, dijo el presidente de la
junta, Bill Gilles.

Gilles y sus compaiieros de la junta
directiva explicaron a la multitud
como y por qué la prohibicién se ha
prolongado durante tanto tiempo. El
9 de octubre, una falla mecanica en
uno de los pozos del sistema llevo
a la empresa a emitir un aviso a
los clientes para que conservaran
el agua. Para llenar los vacios, al
dia siguiente se transportd agua en
camiones desde las cercanas Lajitas
y el Parque Nacional Big Bend.

Tras los envios de agua, la
Comision de Calidad Ambiental de
Texas (TCEQ) emitio la restriccion
de “no usar” el 14 de octubre.
Como explico el portavoz Ricky
Richter la semana pasada a The Big
Bend Sentinel, el agencia tir6 de
la palanca de emergencia porque
“Los transportistas de agua no
aprobados pueden haber introducido
contaminacion  microbiana o
quimica desconocida en el sistema”;
en otras palabras, el estado no podia
estar seguro de que el agua habia
sido transportada en contenedores
de agua potable.

Gilles estaba confundido por el
fallo de la agencia y dijo que solo
se habian utilizado contenedores
aprobados: el transporte de agua
por camién para beber y para uso
comercial es una realidad en la
vida de muchos en Terlingua. Para
cumplir con las regulaciones de la
agencia, el SBWSC rapidamente
se puso a trabajar recopilando
datos e historial de uso de todos los
vehiculos utilizados en el transporte
acuatico.

Una preocupacion similar surgio
en la reunion del ayuntamiento
después de que algunos clientes
escucharan que se habia utilizado
un vehiculo Terlingua Fire and
EMS para transportar agua. La junta
de agua explico la situacion, tanto
en persona como en un aviso en
linea. "El camion de bomberos de
Terlingua siempre ha transportado
solo agua", se lee en el aviso.
"Nunca ha contenido productos
quimicos".

Otros expresaron su preocupacion
por el hecho de que los avisos no se
habian proporcionado en espafiol.
En respuesta, Gilles contactd a
la TCEQ y le informaron que

(Continua en la pagina 3)
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ENGLISH NEWS

PISD Police Chief

(Continued from page 1)

reality for many districts, the state has started handing
down enhanced policies and guidelines.

He felt that additional training for staff was a priority
given the fact that Presidio ISD has had major staff
shake-ups over the past few months: the 2023-24 school
year began with new leadership at the middle school
and high school, as well as a new superintendent, all
of whom had to be brought up to speed on policies
introduced over the past year and a half.

The district also swapped four seats on the board of
trustees and saw the election of a new board president.
While school board members are not technically staff
members, they must stay consistently up-to-date with
the latest shifts in district policy. Without sign-offs and
training completion from the new members, the district
would not be able to keep working toward goals set by
the next round of audits.

In July, all of the district’s new leaders worked through
and signed off on the PISD emergency management
plan. The plan — which Nuiiez refers to as a frequently-

updated “living document" — provides a protocol for
school leaders to follow in response to a range of issues
from bullying to an active shooter.

Among the six areas in which Presidio ISD received
good marks this year, the district implemented active
shooter drills as well as an alert system to notify
parents, students and staff members before drills take
place. The audit also noted that PISD had taken steps
to limit access to school grounds while students were
present — most notably on the track field, which is no
longer accessible to the public during school hours.

One area of concern that Nufiez was especially excited
about tackling was the implementation of a district-
wide counselor, Victor Hernandez, who took up his post
at the beginning of the school year. Hernandez’s job is
solely dedicated to providing mental health resources
and wellness checks to students and staff. The new
counselor will follow up on concerns raised by students
and staff and provide information and referrals to those
in need.

Over the next three years, the district will also need

PMDD

(Continued from page 1)

to ground level, where the water becomes steam. That
steam can be used to power turbines, which in turn can
generate electricity — a truly green source of energy,
producing no greenhouse gasses.

The United States produces the most geothermal
energy of any country in the world by sheer numbers
— but that energy only powers 0.5% of the nation’s
grid. In contrast, the small, Arctic nation of Iceland uses
geothermal energy to meet 90% of its citizens' heating
needs.

Unlike other renewable sources, geothermal plants
can keep the grid running regardless of environmental
conditions like sun and wind. That’s a particularly
attractive quality in a state like Texas, where record-
high demand has led to widespread grid failure — most
notably in February of 2021, when a winter storm left
millions of Texans without water or power.

Wisian told the PMDD board back in July that
Presidio County “checks all the boxes” for geothermal
production — and that the most auspicious area of the
region was located close to the river, though he could
not provide an exact location without a formal study.
He said that suitable sources of hot water would likely
be found around 6.5 kilometers below the surface — a

typical measurement for oil and gas wells.

Board members eventually voted to apportion $15,000
to fund the study. If the study produces successful
results, the cost to get a geothermal energy operation
up and running would likely cost $10 to $30 million,
depending on the depth needed to drill into a water
source.

Wisian indicated that — due to Presidio County’s
status as a low-income, border county — a local clean
energy project would likely be an attractive candidate
for grant funding.

Over the next few months, PMDD members worked
to draw up a contract with input from Bojorquez Law
Firm, the organization’s legal counsel.

Board Secretary Lizette Rohana explained that the
contract was drawn up between PMDD and UT-Austin,
rather than Wisian as an individual. Other universities
may eventually chip in on study research.

Rohana also said that money will not change hands
until the study is completed. Ultimately, the project is
a gamble — but one that the board is willing to make.
“We don’t want to get our hopes up,” she said. “But
it seems very promising because of prior studies that
other universities have done.”

Study Butte

(Continued from page 1)

own translator — local business owner Lico Miller
volunteered for the job.

In addition to providing information in Spanish, Gilles
said the board had made a series of eight freestanding
“sandwich signs” to place in strategic locations around
town. They hoped to target some of the community’s
older population not connected with their online notices
or social media. “We’ve got the locations picked out
and in colors they can’t miss,” he said.

At press time, SBWSC had not received water
quality test results from the trucked water from TCEQ
— the final piece of the puzzle that would allow the
corporation to retract the ban. (TCEQ had no update for
The Big Bend Sentinel at press time.)

The team capped off the presentation with an
explanation of the projects they hoped to complete in
the near future to prevent a repeated escalating series

of system failures leading to water bans. The faulty
well is up and running, and the corporation is working
to replace faulty pipes and fittings with longer-lasting
stainless steel, as well as secure and implement a backup
generator to ensure water service during power outages.

Gilles hoped that the silver lining of the ongoing
service interruption would be that locals would get
more involved in SBWSC meetings — fellow Board
Member Sam Bottenfield told Thursday night’s crowd
that in over a decade he had never seen more than five
people attend a monthly meeting.

Because Terlingua is unincorporated, board meetings
are one of a very few ways that residents can participate
directly in how their utilities are managed. “People [at
the meeting] said, ‘Oh, you should get paid for what
you do,”” Gilles said. “We do what we do so we can
help the community.”

Most of Big Bend Ranch State
Park closed through the weekend for
bighorn survey

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

SOUTH PRESIDIO COUNTY — The majority of
Big Bend State Ranch’s 311,000 acres will be closed
through Saturday, October 28, for a Texas Parks and
Wildlife (TPWD) aoudad survey. During the survey,
agency experts will count native desert bighorn sheep
and cull non-native aoudads “via lethal means,” reads a
park press release.

The rocky, mountainous terrain across the Big Bend’s
public lands has long been the home of bighorn sheep.
Over the past century, the native sheep have been
pushed out by aoudad — or barbary sheep — a species
introduced by private collectors and zoos and later
released into the wild in the 1950s.

Aoudads compete with desert bighorns for resources,
and their high numbers can negatively impact desert
ecosystems and sensitive geological and archaeological
sites. Though the primary goal of the bighorn surveys
are to count and classify herds of native animals,
overpopulated aoudad will be culled by TPWD staff.

This year’s survey was announced just two weeks in
advance, causing headaches for some park staff and
campers with advanced reservations. Big Bend Ranch
State Park’s River Corridor Superintendent Laura
Jennings explained that folks with reservations in the
interior were given notice a week before the general
public so that they could rearrange their plans.

An official announcement about the survey — and
subsequent park closures — was announced on October
11. Jennings said that the gap between the notifications
was due to the fact that this year’s survey required
adjusting and redrawing maps recycled from past
surveys. “It’s not the standard aerial survey that we’ve

seen in the past,” she said. “There were a lot of moving
parts.”

Lerrin Johnson, spokesperson for the wildlife division
of TPWD, explained that the short notice was not
intentional — the surveys sometimes had to be adjusted
on-the-fly in order to accommodate environmental
conditions and mechanical issues. “Though we try to
keep these adjustments to a minimum, they are often a
result of issues out of our control,” he said.

The survey will start with the river corridor and will
be conducted counter-clockwise throughout the interior
of the park. Campground reservations and commercial
river trips will not be affected, though most park trails
will be temporarily shut down — including Closed
Canyon, perhaps the most popular hike in the park.
“We’ve never closed Closed Canyon before,” Jennings
said.

Though park staff had encountered some unhappy
campers, the closures provide an opportunity for
education about local ecosystems and a wide range of
TPWD operations. “It’s always disappointing when you
hear about a closure in a park like Big Bend because
it takes a lot of time and planning to even get here,”
Jennings said. “Once the initial disappointment is
surmounted, we’re able to explain ‘the why’ and [park
guests] see it’s for a good cause.”

There will be no access to Closed Canyon Trail on
Thursday, October 26. The vast majority of the park
interior will remain closed through Saturday, October
28. Barton Warnock and Fort Leaton Visitor Centers
will remain open, as will the Hoodoos Trail and the
Contrabando Trail System. Park operations will resume
as normal on Sunday, October 29.
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to address a few key areas — Presidio ISD recently
received money from the state to be used to address
student safety. The district plans to add bulletproof
coverings to windows and doors and to build a fence
behind the middle school.

Nufiez hoped to begin these projects as soon as
possible, pending board approval.

The district will also need to implement training
programs for staff and students to deal with medical
emergencies. High school seniors will need to complete
CPR training, and all students seventh grade and above
will need to take a course called “Stop the Bleed.”

In 2019, the Texas Legislature approved Stop the
Bleed — available as an online module — as a state-
sanctioned course to teach youngsters how to respond
to “life-threatening bleeding,” per the course’s website.

The 2019 law requires school districts to stock
“bleeding stations” with trauma shears, tourniquets and
other tools used to treat major traumatic injuries. That
law requires school staff members to complete training
and to offer the course to students above elementary

Notice to Public: Recognition Achieved -

age.

Stop the Bleed came up again in the latest legislative
session — HB 1147, which died in committee, would
have lowered the age for mandatory training to eight
years and above.

Given the recurring discussion, Nufliez hoped that
Presidio ISD would be ahead of the curve for next year’s
audit. He noted in his report that staff had already been
trained and that students would be asked to complete
the training as soon as possible. “It’s not something we
can do overnight,” he said. “But as long as we have
planning in place, we’re good.”

Nufiez has traditionally been hesitant to offer safety
protocols and plans online, in the interest of keeping
information out of reach of “the bad guys.” Despite that,
he pledged to keep the information publicly accessible
in physical form — interested parents and staff can
request information from Nuiflez directly or visit the
PISD office for more information.

Patient Centered Medical Home (PCMH

Who is PCHS? We are a comprehensive network of medical, dental and behavioral health clinics whose mission Is to serve
patients of the Big Bend region. We are the largest network of medical providers in Presidio and Brewster counties.
To schedule an appointment, please call the clinic of your choice,

Medical clinic hours are Mon — Fri, 8a — 5p (clesed for lunch noon — 1p)

1707 M 4™ St, Alpine, TX
432-837-4555

Who are we? Evidence-Based Health Care O
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Patrick Daly, MO
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specialist
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406 South Summer 5t, Marfa, TX
432-729-1800

nization that follows TX Medical Board Guidelines

1501 Erma Ave, Presidio, TX
432-229-3030
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Full spectrum Family ~ William Mason, FNP MSHN, APRN, FNP-C
Medicine physician  Family Hurse Famity Nurse

with Obstetrics Practitioner Practitbomer

Our family medicine providers are multifaceted, and together we see patients of all ages across many specialties;

Pediatrics
Children, from newborns to age 18

Obstetrics and Gynecology
infertility, prenatal care, postpartum follow up,

contraception, most gynecological complaints

What medical procedures do we offer?

EKGS
Mo visits
Prabatherapy
Pulmanary Tunction testing
koint aspirations and njections.
Management of minor emengencies
Obrstetrical ultrasound in Presidio
Pap Smsbars
Colpocopies
Latevation repair
A-raysin Presidio
Lah work at a beavily discounted rate
D BNexpanan insertionremoal

Internal Medicing
Adults ages 18-65 for all medical diagnoses

Psychiatry/Behavioral Health
Depression, anxiety, bipolar disorder, dementia,
dediriurn, and schizophrenia

After-Hours Emergency
Number: 432.295.2262

Dermatologic provedures anemme e

Geriatrics
Adults over 65 and through the end of life for all
medical diagnoses

Occupational Work Exams
DOT/COL physicals, school physicals, pre-
employrment physicals, hearing screens
Wheo are our Behavioral Health
Counselors?

Roopiles Dubla. LPC | Case Manspsmant  Eleazar Cano. LPC
Hiaaith C Health Counsekr

How affordable are our services?
We offer income-based SLIDING SCALE payment, with office visits ranging in price from 525 and up
WE WILL NEVER TURMN ANY PATIENT AWAY FOR INABILITY TD PAY
Let us work with you on a payment plan so you can get the healthcare you need and deserve. 3408 drug discount program.
We offer heavily discounted lab fees that are 3-4 times cheaper than the competition when paid same-day.
If you have insurance, most offer ONE FREE PREVENTATIVE VISIT PER YEAR. Take advantage of your coverage!

WE WOULD BE HONORED AND PRIVILEGED TO CARE FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY
WE ARE PCHS: Primary Care That's Here to Serve
Visit us at www.PCHSmedclinic.org

What is PCHS?

A comprehensive network of medical, dental and behavioral health clinics whose mission is to serve the patients of the Big Bend
region. We are the largest network of medical, dental & behavioral health providers in Presidio and Brewster counties.
To schedule an appointment, please call the clinic of your choice.
Alpine Dental Tue — Wed, 8a — 5p (closed for lunch noon — 1p) * Presidio Dental Tue — Fri, 7a — 5:30p (closed for lunch noon — 1p)

1605 Fort Davis Hwy, Alpine, TX
432-837-4555

Jewerny Vielisques, DDS
General Family Dentitey
in Presidio B Alpine

Who are our PCHS Dentists?

Deidra Zahe, Hygienist
Alpine & Previdio

1501 Erma Ave, Presidio, TX
432-229-3030

BAanuela Aosila, DS
General Family Dentistry
in Preshdio & Alpne

What do our dental providers do?
Our family dentist providers are multifaceted, and together we see patients of all ages.
We provide comprehensive oral examinations, oral cancer screenings, and develop treatment plans tailored to your
wants and needs to help you achieve a beautiful, healthy smile for your overall health.

Oral Exams What dental procedures do we offer? Cavity Filling

X-rays After-Hours Emergency Root Canals

Teeth Cleaning Number: 432.295.2262 Crowns

Teeth Whitening Dentures full/partial
Gum Treatment Fixed Bridges
Extractions Referrals to Specialists Sealants

How affordable are our services?
We offer income-based SLIDING SCALE payment, with office visits ranging in price from $40 and up
'WE WILL NEVER TURN ANY PATIENT AWAY FOR INABILITY TO PAY
Let us work with you on a payment plan 50 you can get the healthcare you need and deserve.
If you have insurance, most offer TWO FREE PREVENTATIVE VISITS PER YEAR. Take advantage of your coverage!

Class A Pharmacy at our Presidio location: 432-229-2533
Pharmacist: Dr. Andrea Perez, PharmD

WE WOULD BE HONORED AND PRIVILEGED TO CARE FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

WE ARE PCHS: Primary Care That's Here to Serve
Visit us at www.PCHSmedclinic.org
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El jefe de policia de PISD

(Continuacioén de la pagina 1)

visitantes no autorizados podian acceder al edificio de
la escuela desde el exterior. (Tanto el distrito escolar
independiente de Presidio como el de Marfa pasaron la
prueba).

Nuiiez explico que durante el ultimo afio y medio
habian surgido muchos requisitos nuevos a nivel estatal a
raiz del tiroteo en la escuela primaria Robb en Uvalde.A
medida que los incidentes de violencia armada en las
escuelas se han convertido en una realidad en muchos
distritos,el estado ha comenzado a transmitir mejoras
politicas y directrices.

Consider6 que la capacitacion adicional del personal
era una prioridad dado el hecho de que Presidio ISD ha
tenido personal importante agitar-UPS en los tultimos
meses: el afio escolar 2023-24 comenzd con un nuevo
liderazgo en la escuela intermedia y secundaria, asi
como un nuevo superintendente, quienes tuvieron que
ponerse al dia sobre las politicas introducidas durante el
ultimo afio y medio.

El distrito también intercambid cuatro puestos en la
junta directiva y vio la eleccion de un nuevo presidente
de la junta. Si bien los miembros de la junta escolar
técnicamente no son miembros del personal, deben
mantenerse constantemente actualizados con los tltimos
cambios en la politica del distrito.Sin la aprobacion y la
finalizacion de la capacitacion por parte de los nuevos

miembros, el distrito no podria seguir trabajando para
alcanzar las metas establecidas en la préxima ronda de
auditorias.

Enjulio, todos los nuevos lideres del distrito trabajaron
y aprobaron el plan de manejo de emergencias de PISD.
El plan, al que Nufiez se refiere como un “documento
vivo” que se actualiza con frecuencia, proporciona un
protocolo que los lideres escolares deben seguir en
respuesta a una variedad de problemas, desde acosé
hasta un tirador activo.

Entre las seis areas en las que el Presidio ISD recibio
buenas calificaciones este afio, el distrito implemento
simulacros de tiradores activos, asi como un sistema
de alerta para notificar a los padres, estudiantes y
miembros del personal antes de que se lleven a cabo los
simulacros. La auditoria también sefial6 que PISD habia
tomado medidas para limitar el acceso a los terrenos
escolares mientras los estudiantes estaban presentes,
especialmente en el campo de atletismo, que ya no es
accesible al publico durante el horario escolar.

Un area de preocupacion que a Nuilez le entusiasmaba
especialmente abordar era la implementacion de un
consejo a nivel distrital, Victor Hernandez, quien
asumio su cargo a inicios del afio escolar. El trabajo de
Hernandez se dedica exclusivamente a brindar recursos
de salud mental y controles de bienestar a los estudiantes
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y al personal. El nuevo consejero dard seguimiento
a las inquietudes planteadas por los estudiantes y el
personal y brindara informacién y referencias a quienes
lo necesiten.

Durante los proximos tres afios, el distrito también
debera abordar algunas areas clave: el Presidio ISD
recibid recientemente dinero del estado para abordar la
seguridad de los estudiantes. El distrito planea agregar
cubiertas a prueba de balas a ventanas y puertas y
construir una cerca detras de la escuela secundaria.

Nufiez esperaba comenzar estos proyectos lo antes
posible, pendiente de la aprobacion de la junta.

El distrito también necesitara implementar programas
de capacitacion para el personal y los estudiantes para
hacer frente a emergencias médicas. Los estudiantes
del ultimo afio de secundaria deberan completar una
capacitacion en RCP, y todos los estudiantes de séptimo
grado en adelante deberan tomar un curso llamado
"Stop the Bleed".

En 2019, la Legislatura de Texas aprobd Stop the
Bleed —disponible como médulo en linea — como un
curso aprobado por el estado para ensefar a los jovenes
como responder a un “sangrado potencialmente mortal”,
segun el sitio web del curso.

Laley de 2019 exige que los distritos escolares tengan
“estaciones de sangrado”con tijeras para traumatismos,

torniquetes y otras herramientas utilizadas para
tratar lesiones traumaticas graves. Esa ley exige
que los miembros del personal escolar completen la
capacitacion y ofrezcan el curso a estudiantes mayores
de la edad primaria.

Stop the Bleed volvio a surgir en la tltima sesion
legislativa: la HB 1147, que murid en el comité, habria
reducido la edad de formacién obligatoria a ocho afios
y mas.

Dada la discusion recurrente, Nufiez esperaba que
Presidio ISD estuviera a la vanguardia en la auditoria del
proximo afio. Sefial6 en su informe que el personal ya
habia sido capacitado y que se pediria a los estudiantes
que completaran la capacitacion lo antes posible. "No
es algo que podamos hacer de la noche a la mafiana",
afirmo. "Pero mientras tengamos una planificacion en
marcha, estaremos bien".

Nuifiez tradicionalmente ha dudado en ofrecer
protocolos y planes de seguridad en linea, con el fin
de mantener la informacion fuera del alcance de “los
malos”. A pesar de eso, se comprometié a mantener la
informacién accesible ptblicamente en forma fisica:
los padres y el personal interesados pueden solicitar
informacion directamente a Nuifiez o visitar la oficina
de PISD para obtener mas informacion.

PMDD

(Continuacioén de la pagina 1)

Las plantas de energia geotérmica llevan agua caliente
desde debajo de la superficie de la Tierra hasta el nivel
del suelo, donde el agua se convierte en vapor. Ese
vapor se puede utilizar para impulsar turbinas, que a su
vez pueden generar electricidad, una fuente de energia
verdaderamente ecoldgica que no produce gases de
efecto invernadero.

Estados Unidos produce la mayor cantidad de energia
geotérmica que cualquier pais del mundo en ciftras, pero
esa energia solo alimenta el 0,5% de la red nacional.
Por el contrario, la pequefia nacion artica de Islandia
utiliza La energia geotérmica cubrira el 90% de las
necesidades de calefaccion de sus ciudadanos..

A diferencia de otras fuentes renovables, las

plantas geotérmicas pueden mantener la red en
funcionamiento independientemente de las condiciones
ambientales como el sol y el viento. Esa es una
cualidad particularmente atractiva en un estado como
Texas, donde una demanda récord ha provocado fallas
generalizadas en la red, sobre todo en febrero de 2021,
cuando una tormenta invernal dej6 a millones de tejanos
sin agua ni electricidad.

Wisian le dijo a la junta del PMDD en julio que el
condado de Presidio “cumple todos los requisitos” para
la produccién geotérmica, y que el drea mas auspiciosa
de la region estaba ubicada cerca del rio.aunque no
pudo proporcionar una ubicacion exacta sin un estudio
formal. Dijo que probablemente se encontraran fuentes
adecuadas de agua caliente a unos 6,5 kilometros debajo

de la superficie, una medida tipica para los pozos de
petrdleo y gas.

Los miembros de la junta finalmente votaron a favor
de asignar 15.000 ddlares para financiar el estudio. Si el
estudio produce resultados exitosos, el costo de poner
en funcionamiento una operacion de energia geotérmica
probablemente costaria entre 10 y 30 millones de
dolares, dependiendo de la profundidad necesaria para
perforar una fuente de agua.

Wisian indic6 que, debido a la condicién del condado
de Presidio como condado fronterizo de bajos ingresos,
un proyecto local de energia limpia probablemente seria
un candidato atractivo para recibir subvenciones.

Durante los siguientes meses, los miembros del
PMDD trabajaron para redactar un contrato con el

aporte de Bojorquez Law Firm, el asesor legal de la
organizacion.

La secretaria de la junta, Lizette Rohana, explicd que
el contrato fue redactado entre PMDD y UT-Austin,
en lugar de Wisian como individuo. Es posible que
otras universidades con el tiempo contribuyan a la
investigacion de estudios.

Rohana también dijo que el dinero no cambiara de
manos hasta que se complete el estudio. En ultima
instancia, el proyecto es una apuesta, pero la junta
estd dispuesta a asumirla. "No queremos hacernos
ilusiones", dijo. "Pero parece muy prometedor debido a
estudios previos que han realizado otras universidades".

Study Butte

(Continuacién de la pagina 1)

la corporacion tendria que proporcionar su propio
traductor; el propietario de una empresa local, Lico
Miller, se ofrecié como voluntario para el trabajo.
Ademas de brindar informacién en espaiol, Gilles
dijo que la junta habia creado una serie de ocho “letreros
sandwich” independientes para colocar en lugares
estratégicos de la ciudad. Esperaban dirigirse a parte
de la poblacion mayor de la comunidad que no estaba
conectada con sus avisos en linea o las redes sociales.
"Hemos elegido las ubicaciones y los colores que no

pueden faltar", dijo.

Al momento de esta edicion, SBWSC no habia
recibido los resultados de las pruebas de calidad del agua
transportada por camiones de la TCEQ, la tltima pieza
del rompecabezas que permitiria que la corporacion
se retracte de la prohibicion.(TCEQ no tuvo ninguna
actualizacion para El centinela de Big Bend al cierre de
esta edicion.)

El equipo culmind la presentacion con una explicacién
de los proyectos que esperaban completar en un futuro
proximo para evitar una serie repetida y creciente de

fallas en el sistema que condujeran a prohibiciones de
agua. El pozo defectuoso estd en funcionamiento y la
corporacion esté trabajando para reemplazar las tuberias
y accesorios defectuosos con acero inoxidable de
mayor duracion, asi como para asegurar e implementar
un generador de respaldo para garantizar el servicio de
agua durante los cortes de energia.

Gilles esperaba que el lado positivo de la actual
interrupcion del servicio fuera que los locales se
involucraron mas en las reuniones del SBWSC; su
compaiero miembro de la junta, Sam Bottenfield, dijo

a la multitud del jueves por la noche que en mas de
una década nunca habia visto a mas de cinco personas
asistir a una reunion mensual.

Debido a que Terlingua no esta incorporada, las
reuniones de la junta directiva son una de las pocas
formas en que los residentes pueden participar
directamente en la gestion de sus servicios publicos.
"La gente [en la reunion] dijo: 'Oh, deberian cobrar por
lo que hacen", dijo Gilles. "Hacemos lo que hacemos
para poder ayudar a la comunidad".

La mayor parte del Parque Estatal Big Bend Ranch cerro durante el fin de
semana para realizar estudios de cimarrones

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

CONDADO DE PRESIDIO SUR — La mayoria de
los 311,000 acres de Big Bend State Ranch se cerraran
hastaSabado, 28 de octubre, para una encuesta de
aoudad de Parques y Vida Silvestre de Texas (TPWD).
Durante la encuesta, los expertos de la agencia contardn
el borrego cimarron nativo del desierto y sacrificaron
los aoudads no nativos “por medios letales”, se lee en
un comunicado de prensa del parque.

El terreno rocoso y montafioso que se extiende a lo
largo de las tierras publicas de Big Bend ha sido durante
mucho tiempo el hogar del borrego cimarron. Durante el
siglo pasado, las ovejas nativas fueron expulsadas por la
aoudad (o oveja berberia), una especie introducida por
coleccionistas privados y zooldgicos y luego liberada
en la naturaleza en la década de 1950.

Los aoudads compiten con los cimarrones del desierto
por los recursos, y su gran numero puede afectar

negativamente a los ecosistemas desérticos y a los
sitios geologicos y arqueologicos sensibles. Aunque el
objetivo principal de los censos de cimarrones es contar
y clasificar manadas de animales nativos, el personal
del TPWD seleccionara los aoudad superpoblados.

La encuesta de este afio se anuncié con solo dos
semanas de anticipacidon, lo que causé dolores de
cabeza a algunos miembros del personal del parque
y a los campistas con reservaciones anticipadas. La
superintendente del corredor fluvial del Parque Estatal
Big Bend Ranch, Laura Jennings, explico que las
personas con reservaciones en el interior recibieron un
aviso una semana antes que el publico en general para
que pudieran reorganizar sus planes.

El 11 de octubre se anuncid un anuncio oficial sobre
la encuesta (y los posteriores cierres de parques).
Jennings dijo que la brecha entre las notificaciones se
debia al hecho de que la encuesta de este afio requiri6
ajustar y volver a dibujar mapas reciclados de encuestas
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anteriores. "No es el reconocimiento aéreo estandar que
hemos visto en el pasado"”, dijo. "Habia muchas partes
moviles".

Lerrin Johnson, portavoz de la division de vida
silvestre de TPWD, explicé que el corto aviso no fue
intencional: las encuestas a veces tuvieron que ajustarse
sobre la marcha para adaptarse a las condiciones
ambientales y problemas mecanicos. "Aunque tratamos
de mantener estos ajustes al minimo, a menudo son el
resultado de cuestiones que escapan a nuestro control",
afirmo.

El estudio comenzard con el corredor del rio y se
realizard en sentido antihorario por todo el interior
del parque. Las reservas de campamentos y los viajes
fluviales comerciales no se veran afectados, aunque
la mayoria de los senderos del parque se cerraran
temporalmente, incluido Closed Canyon, quizas
la caminata mas popular del parque. “Nunca antes
habiamos cerrado Closed Canyon”, dijo Jennings.

Aunque el personal del parque se habia topado con
algunos campistas descontentos, los cierres brindan
una oportunidad para educar sobre los ecosistemas
locales y una amplia gama de operaciones de TPWD.
“Siempre es decepcionante escuchar sobre el cierre de
un parque como Big Bend porque lleva mucho tiempo
y planificacion incluso llegar hasta aqui”, dijo Jennings.
"Una vez superada la decepcion inicial, podemos
explicar 'el por qué' y [los visitantes del parque] ven
que es por una buena causa'.

No habra acceso a Closed Canyon Trail el jueves 26
de octubre. La gran mayoria del interior del parque
permanecera cerrado hasta el sabado 28 de octubre.
Los centros de visitantes de Barton Warnock y Fort
Leaton permaneceran abiertos, al igual que Hoodoos
Trail y Contrabando. Sistema de senderos. Las
operaciones del parque se reanudaran con normalidad
el domingo 29 de octubre.
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Presidians to celebrate Halloween and Dia de
los Muertos next week

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — Next week, community members have plenty to look
forward to with a packed calendar of events. Halloween falls on a Tuesday
this year, and over the following two days friends and family will reunite
across the region for Dia de los Muertos. There’s something for everyone
on this partial listing of events.

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28-29

Downtown Presidio will get a little spookier this year with a haunted
house hosted by Silverio Escontrias and Maritza Armendariz. Each night’s
event is two hours long and is kid-friendly. Attendees are invited to wear
their Halloween costumes for food, fun and prizes. Entry is $5; food will
be sold separately.

Event to be held Saturday and Sunday, 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. at 308 W O Reilly
Street. Call 432-258-3023 for more information.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 30

The Presidio Public Library will be hosting its annual Halloween costume
contest, judged by representatives from the Consulado de México and the
City of Presidio. There will be plenty of candy for everyone.

Contest will begin at 5 p.m, but latecomers can still come for treats until
6 p.m.

Presidio’s Young Life — a Christian club for teenagers — will be hosting
a special Halloween edition of their regular meetings. Youngsters are

encouraged to wear costumes, but don’t have to wear one to attend the
celebration.

Event to be held 7:13 p.m. at the Presidio Activities Center.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 31

The Presidio Stockyards will host their annual “Trunk or Treat” Halloween
bash on Tuesday for Presidio kids and their families. Everyone is invited
to bring a chair to enjoy free hot dogs; beverages are BYOB. Businesses,
clubs and individuals hoping to hand out treats are encouraged to sign up in
advance and volunteers to help take down the event are much appreciated.

Set up starts at 5 p.m. and is first come, first served. If you want to sign up
to hand out candy or have any questions about the event, call Iris Galindo
at 432-634-5880.

WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1-2

Presidio’s branch of the Consulado de México will be hosting a
celebration for Dia de Los Muertos. Starting on Monday, October 30,
community members are encouraged to bring a picture of a departed loved
one to add to the consulate’s altar, which will be constructed by students
from Presidio and Ojinaga. Later in the week, the consulate will host a
courtyard celebration around the altar with traditional treats pan de muerto
and champurrado.

Photos accepted starting Monday, October 30. Celebration Wednesday
and Thursday, October 1 and 2, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. Ofrenda will be on view 9
a.m. - 5 p.m. Wednesday and Thursday.

Presidentes para celebrar Halloween y Dia de los
Muertos next week

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO— La proxima semana, los miembros de la comunidad tienen
mucho que esperar con un calendario repleto de eventos. Halloween cae
en martes este afio y durante los dos dias siguientes amigos y familiares se
reunirdn en toda la region para el Dia de los Muertos. Hay algo para todos
en esta lista parcial de eventos.

SABADO Y DOMINGO 28Y 29 DE OCTUBRE

El centro de Presidio se volvera un poco mas espeluznante este afio
con una casa embrujada presentada por Silverio Escontrias y Maritza
Armendariz. El evento de cada noche dura dos horas y es apto para nifios.
Se invita a los asistentes a usar sus disfraces de Halloween para disfrutar de
comida, diversion y premios. La entrada cuesta $5; La comida se vendera
por separado.

Evento que se llevara a cabo sabado y domingo alas 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. en 308
W O'Reilly Street. Llame al 432-258-3023 para obtener mas informacion.

LUNES 30 DE OCTUBRE

La Biblioteca Publica de Presidio organizara su concurso anual de
disfraces de Halloween, juzgado por representantes del Consulado de
México y la Ciudad de Presidio. Habra muchos dulces para todos.

El concurso comenzard a las 5 p. m., pero los que lleguen tarde aun
pueden venir a recibir golosinas hasta las 6 p. m.

La vida joven de Presidio— un club cristiano para adolescentes —
organizara una edicion especial de Halloween de sus reuniones habituales.

Se anima a los jovenes a usar disfraces, pero no es necesario que los usen
para asistir a la celebracion.

Evento que se realizard a las 19:13 horas. en el Centro de Actividades
de Presidio.

MARTES 31 DE OCTUBRE

Presidio Stockyards organizara su fiesta anual de Halloween “Trunk or
Treat” el martes para los nifios de Presidio y sus familias. Todos estan
invitados a traer una silla para disfrutar de hot dogs gratis; las bebidas son
BYOB. Se anima a las empresas, clubes e individuos que deseen repartir
obsequios a que se registren con antelacion y se agradece mucho a los
voluntarios que ayuden a organizar el evento.

El montaje comienza a las 5 p.m. y es por orden de llegada. Si deseas
inscribirte para repartir dulces o tienes alguna pregunta sobre el evento,
llama a Iris Galindo al 432-634-5880.

MIERCOLES Y JUEVES 1-2 DE NOVIEMBRE

La sucursal del Consulado de México en Presidio organizard una
celebracion del Dia de Los Muertos. A partir del lunes 30 de octubre, se
anima a los miembros de la comunidad a traer una fotografia de un ser
querido fallecido para agregarla al altar del consulado, que serd construido
por estudiantes de Presidio y Ojinaga. Més adelante durante la semana, el
consulado organizara una celebracion en el patio alrededor del altar con
delicias tradicionales pan de muerto y champurrado.

Se aceptan fotos a partir del lunes 30 de octubre. Celebracion miércoles
yjueves 1y 2 de octubre, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. La ofrenda estard abierta de 9 a.
m. a 5 p. m. Miercoles y jueves.

Photo courtesy of Alonzo Samaniego / Foto cortesia de Alonso Samaniego
Liyah Reyna (fifth from left) qualified for this year’s regional cross country competition.
Liyah Reyna (quinta desde la izquierda) califico para la competencia regional de cross country de este afio
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