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BURN BAN IN
EFFECT, NO
GROUND FIRES

by order of Presidio County

Appeal for
charges
against
Hector

Flores Jr.
scheduled
for oral
argument
this week

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

NEW ORLEANS — The case of
Hector Flores Jr. — a Fort Stockton

man charged last September
with child endangerment after
disappearing with his daughter

from Big Bend National Park —
will return to the courts Tuesday
morning for oral arguments before
the 5th Circuit Court of Appeals in
New Orleans.

In two separate appeals — filed
April and July of this year — Flores’
legal counsel requested that the
court dismiss the indictment against
him or order a new trial based on a
lack of evidence and “reverse and
vacate” a sentence handed down
after Flores violated the terms of his
probation.

In February 2022, Flores and his
daughter were the subjects of a
nine-day multiagency search in Big
Bend National Park. A park ranger
found an abandoned truck along the
rugged Old Ore Road, launching
a seven-month-long legal saga
that would eventually leave Flores
facing five years of probation for
child endangerment.

Flores and his daughter were
eventually found onthe Mexicanside
of the border outside of Boquillas
del Carmen, Coahuila. Further
investigation revealed that Flores
had been interested in pursuing off-
grid living in Mexico and had made
preparations before their trip to Big
Bend by pulling his daughter out of
school, disconnecting his phone and
quitting his job at a supermarket.

Federal prosecutor Scott
Greenbaum argued that Flores had
intentionally put his child in danger
by depriving her of adequate food,
water and shelter on their journey
through the park.

Though she had been found alive,
Greenbaum implored the jury to
consider all she had experienced on
her odyssey through the wilderness.
“Would an ordinary person go
and feed their kid berries for 14
days [or] drink out of puddles for
14 days?” he asked the jury in his
closing argument. “An ordinary
person would not do that — expose
their child to harm.”

The jury found Flores guilty of
child endangerment, and District
Judge David Counts added
psychological ~ treatment  and
parenting classes as a condition of
release.

Shane  O’Neal, representing
Flores, told The Big Bend Sentinel
last year that he intended to file
an appeal. He argued that federal
prosecution did not have enough
evidence to convict on a child
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This section of railroad — which hasn’t seen a train since 2009 — has become densely overgrown.
Esta seccion del ferrocarril, que no ha visto un tren desde 2009, se ha vuelto densamente cubierta de maleza.

Delayed Presidio
International Rail
Bridge project to chug on
into 2025

sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — The timeline for reopening the international rail bridge
between Presidio and Ojinaga has been pushed back a few months, with
the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) estimating that the line
will now reopen in summer 2025, rather than December of 2024. The
project will allow commercial rail service between Presidio and Ojinaga
for the first time since a fire destroyed the bridge in 2008.

The delay is mostly due to difficulties in securing an X-ray machine
for the future Customs and Border Protection inspection station at the
bridge. The agency refers to the unit as an “NII”” machine, an acronym for
“non-invasive inspection” that aims to intercept illegal activity without
impeding the flow of trade.

Adam Hammons, spokesperson for TxDOT, was able to confirm that the
contract to purchase the NII machine had finally been secured. “TxDOT
is set to work on improvements to the crossing, which are expected to
begin in the first half of 2024,” he wrote to The Big Bend Sentinel.

Despite the delays, the news is a positive step forward in a nearly 15-
year saga. After the bridge’s destruction in 2008, construction would not
begin again until 2018. Major flooding had shifted the shape of the land

(Continued on page 2)

El retrasado proyecto
del Puente Ferroviario
Internacional de Presidio
continuard hasta 2025

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO— EIl cronograma para reabrir el puente ferroviario
internacional entre Presidio y Ojinaga se retrasé unos meses, y el
Departamento de Transporte de Texas (TxDOT) estima que la linea ahora
reabrir en el verano de 2025, en lugar de diciembre de 2024. El proyecto
permitira el servicio ferroviario comercial entre Presidio y Ojinaga por
primera vez desde que un incendio destruyd el puente en 2008.

El retraso se debe principalmente a dificultades para conseguir una
maquina de rayos X para la futura estacion de inspeccion de Aduanas y
Proteccion Fronteriza en el puente. La agencia se refiere a la unidad como
una maquina “NII”, acréonimo de “inspeccion no invasiva” que tiene como
objetivo interceptar actividades ilegales sin impedir el flujo comercial.

Adam Hammons, portavoz de TxDOT, pudo confirmar que finalmente
se habia asegurado el contrato para comprar la maquina NII. “TxDOT esta
listo para trabajar en mejoras al cruce, que se espera que comiencen en la
primera mitad de 2024”, escribi6 al The Big Bend Sentinel.

A pesar de los retrasos, la noticia es un paso positivo en una saga de casi
15 afios. Después de la destruccion del puente en 2008, la construccion
no comenzaria de nuevo hasta 2018. Las inundaciones importantes habian

(Continued on page 3)

Presidio ISD School
Board hopes to hire
new superintendent by
early spring

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — At a special-called meeting of the Presidio ISD School
Board on November 13, trustees set goals and intentions for hiring a new
superintendent, which they hope to accomplish before the busy final weeks
of the school year. The position will be formally posted and advertised on
January 8.

Shortly after former Superintendent Ray Vasquez resigned in May, former
Blue Devil coach and administrator Carmen Rubner assumed the role on a
temporary basis for the start of the 2023-24 school year. This year has also
seen some shake-ups down the chain of command, with new principals at
Presidio High School and Lucy Rede Franco Middle School.

Doug Karr, consultant for Arrow Educational Services, is helping guide
the district through the daunting process. He has successfully consulted
superintendent searches at Presidio ISD before, playing a supporting role
in hiring former superintendent Vasquez in 2019. More recently, he guided
Alpine ISD toward hiring Dr. Michelle Rinehart.

Karr explained that all superintendent searches are different and cater to
the district’s individual needs. At November’s special meeting, he presented
board trustees with a list of attractive candidate qualities and asked them to

(Continued on page 2)

La junta escolar de
Presidio ISD espera
contratar un nuevo
superintendente a
principios de la primavera

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — En una reunién especial de la Junta Escolar de Presidio
ISD el 13 de noviembre, los miembros de la junta directiva establecieron
metas e intenciones para contratar un nuevo superintendente.que esperan
lograr antes de las ocupadas ultimas semanas del afio escolar. El puesto se
publicara y anunciara formalmente el 8 de enero.

Poco después de que el ex superintendente Ray Vasquez renuncid en
mayo, la ex entrenadora y administradora de los Blue Devil, Carmen
Rubner, asumi6 el cargo de forma temporal para el inicio del afio escolar
2023-24. Este afio también se han producido algunos cambios en la cadena
de mando, con nuevos directores en Presidio High School y Lucy Rede
Franco Middle School.

Doug Karr, consultor de Arrow Educational Services, esta ayudando a
guiar al distrito a través de este dificil proceso. Ha consultado con éxito
sobre busquedas de superintendentes en Presidio ISD antes, desempefiando
un papel de apoyo en la contrataciéon del ex superintendente Vasquez en
2019. Mas recientemente, guid a Alpine ISD hacia la contratacion de la Dra.

(Continued on page 3)

Apelacion
de cargos
contra
Heéctor
Flores Jr.
programada
para alegato
oral esta
semana

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

NUEVA ORLEANS — El caso de
Héctor Flores Jr., un hombre de Fort
Stockton acusado en septiembre
pasado de poner en peligro a un
nifio después de desaparecer con su
hija del Parque Nacional Big Bend,
volvera a los tribunales.Martes
mafana para alegatos orales ante el
Tribunal de Apelaciones del Quinto
Circuito en Nueva Orleans.

En dos apelaciones separadas
——presentadas en abril y julio de
este afo—El abogado de Flores
solicitd que el tribunal desestimara
la acusacion en su contra o ordenara
un nuevo juicio por falta de pruebas
y “revoca y anula” una sentencia
dictada luego de que Flores
violara los términos de su libertad
condicional.

En febrero de 2022, Flores y su
hija fueron objeto de una busqueda
de nueve dias por parte de varias
agencias en el Parque Nacional Big
Bend. Un guardaparque encontrd
un camioén abandonado a lo largo
de la accidentada Old Ore Road,
lanzando una saga legal de siete
meses que eventualmente dejaria
a Flores enfrentando cinco afos de
libertad condicional por poner en
peligro a un nifio.

Flores y su hija finalmente fueron
encontrados en el lado mexicano
de la frontera en las afueras de
Boquillas del Carmen, Coahuila.
Una investigacion mas profunda
reveld que Flores habia estado
interesado en vivir fuera de la red
eléctrica en México y habia hecho
preparativos antes de su viaje a
Big Bend sacando a su hija de la
escuela, desconectando su teléfono
y renunciando a su trabajo en un
supermercado.

El fiscal federal Scott Greenbaum
argument6 que Flores habia puesto
intencionalmente en peligro a su
hija al privarla de comida, agua y
refugio adecuados en su viaje por el
parque.

Aunque ella se encontraba con
vida, Greenbaum implor6 al jurado
que considerara todo lo que habia
experimentado en su odisea por el
desierto. “;Una persona comin y
corriente iria y alimentaria a sus
hijos con bayas durante 14 dias
[o] beberia de los charcos durante
14 dias?” preguntd al jurado en
su argumento final. "Una persona
comun y corriente no haria eso:
exponer a su hijo a sufrir dafios".

Eljurado declar6 a Flores culpable
de poner en peligro a un menor
y el juez de distrito David Counts
afiadi6 tratamiento psicologico y
clases para padres como condicion
para su liberacion.

Shane O'Neal, en representacion
de Flores, dijo a El Sentinel de
Big Bend el afio pasado que tenia
intencion de presentar un recurso de
apelacion. Argument6 que la fiscalia
federal no tenia pruebas suficientes
para condenarla por un cargo de
poner en peligro a un menor, dado
que la hija de Flores fue encontrada
“ilesa y no requirio tratamiento
médico ni un examen”, segin los
documentos judiciales.

Los esfuerzos de O'Neal para
apelar la condena de Flores se
complicaron apenas unas semanas

(Continua en la pagina 3)
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International Rail Bridge

(Continued from page 1)

and riverbank underneath the bridge, requiring major
engineering intervention.

Parallel to the also-delayed process of opening
two new lanes on the vehicle-and-pedestrian bridge
upstream, the railroad project has a lot of moving
parts. The redesign has required coordination between
the City of Presidio, Presidio County, International
Boundary and Water Commission, Customs and
Border Protection, Texas Pacifico Railroad and HDR
Engineering, per TxXDOT Spokesperson Tanya Brown.

Though the former bridge was a century old,
modern rail operations were assumed by Ferromex, a
rail company owned in part by mining and logistics
corporation Grapo México and the U.S.-based Union
Pacific Railroad.

In 2000, Ferromex was the only bidder on
international operations at the end of the South Orient
Line, which ran — and will run again — between
Ojinaga and Presidio. The Mexican line ends at the
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Pacific port town of Topolobampo, connecting local
markets in Texas with interior Mexico and the rest of
the world.

Ferromex oversees rail operations on the Mexican
side of the border, and subsidiary company Texas
Pacifico will oversee the line from the U.S. The bridge
is owned by TxDOT — just like the international
vehicle bridge, it is the only international rail bridge
owned by the agency.

Texas Pacifico was responsible for replacing the
wooden remains of the ruined bridge with a modernized
steel structure, which was completed in May 2021.
In October of that year, the Legislature approved a
$15.5 million earmark to complete the project from
the state’s American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds.

Stan Meador of Texas Pacifico — which leases the
bridge from the state of Texas — explained that the
ball was now squarely in the state’s court. “We’ve met
our obligation,” he said.
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The rail bridge between Presidio and Ojinaga has been ready for use since 2021 — but may have to wait until

summer 2025 to see the first official crossing.

El puente ferroviario entre Presidio y Ojinaga ha estado listo para su uso desde 2021, pero es posible que
tenga que esperar hasta el verano de 2025 para ver el primer cruce oficial.

Democrat with Marathon family ties to
run for Congress

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

DISTRICT 23 — Republican Tony Gonzales
— who serves the Big Bend in the U.S. House of
Representatives — will likely face an opponent with
local roots this election season. Democrat Santos
Limon, born and raised along the border, has been
hitting the campaign trail hard in Texas’ vast District
23.

Limon’s grandfather was born in Marathon to a
Mexican family working the railroad. The family
eventually settled in Del Rio, running an auto shop
that served both sides of the border. These ecarly
experiences sparked an interest in bridging gaps
between the two countries — and in exploring the
vast Texas borderlands by rail, car and foot.

His training is in civil engineering, specializing
in light rail systems and working closely with Latin
American markets. These facets of his work have
helped him see the challenges the district faces with
a unique perspective — for Limon, infrastructure is
everything.

Earlier this month, he met with local leadership in
Presidio County to get a better feel for what life is
like in the 23rd District’s most remote reaches —
healthcare was a major issue. Though many locals
live below the poverty line, hypothetically they
should have access to healthcare through programs
like Medicare, Medicaid and VA benefits for veterans.

Limon wondered how effective those programs can
be if there are not convenient physical locations for
Presidio County residents to receive services. “We do
have people with medical benefits, but what good can
they do if you have to travel three, four hours to get
to a clinic?” he said. “It shouldn’t be like that, but it’s
been going on for years.”

In addition to beefing up the region’s medical
infrastructure, Limon would like to see more business
come to the Presidio International Bridge. Texas’s
District 23 includes the powerhouse port towns of
El Paso, Del Rio and Eagle Pass — the candidate
hopes to bring more money to what he referred to as
a “forgotten city.”

Having studied — and lived through — cross-
border trade most of his life, he is intimately familiar
with patterns of trade. Nearby Laredo — the country’s
busiest port — and El Paso has been experiencing

growing pains, with longer wait times to cross goods
back and forth. Why not skim some business off
the top of these overcrowded ports? “The border is
overwhelmed and can’t keep up with that growth,”
he said.

Limon would like to see Presidio become an
“agricultural hub,” focused on crossing raw materials
for food, textiles and more. This project would require
building out the port’s infrastructure — including a
long-awaited USDA inspection station — but the
candidate feels it is a worthy investment. “It will
bring a lot of stability and growth,” he said.

In terms of border security, both Limon and
incumbent Tony Gonzales share an overlapping idea
to ease the asylum-seeking process: building out the
federal court system along the border to absorb the
strain of heavy migration. Early last month, Gonzales
introduced the SAFER Act, which aims to “surge
immigration judges to the border” while enhancing
requirements for viable asylum claims.

Limon would also like to see “order at the
border,” prioritizing the court system over further
militarization and fearmongering. “The answer is
not more policemen,” he said. “We’ve seen that [the
government] can build walls as high as the sky, but
immigrants are still going to come.”

He feels that the major difference between his
campaign and his potential opponent’s is rhetoric
— he doesn’t echo Gonzales’ characterization of the
state of the border as “the worst immigration crisis
ever.”

Instead, he would like to see more “humanity”
employed in the conversation. “I’m against bullying
the less fortunate or those who can’t help themselves.”

Limon hopes that building out infrastructure
for safer, happier and more prosperous border
communities will serve the ultimate goal of keeping
local talent close to home, rather than fleeing to big
cities. “My goal is to keep talented folks in these
communities,” he said.

The filing deadline for the congressional primaries
ends on Monday, December 11— so Limon may
see another challenger in the upcoming spring
Democratic primaries.

The other Democrats who have filed so far —
Rocco Ciappa and George Lopez — could not be
reached for comment.
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Presidio ISD

(Continued from page 1)

set their priorities.

Presidio ISD board members decided that their top
priority was hiring someone who was a “collaborator,”
willing to serve as a liaison between staff, students and
the community at large. Rounding out the top three, the
trustees also wanted to see a “visionary” leader with
“high moral standards and ethics.”

The opening will be announced in January to coincide
with performance reviews and a time educators
typically start looking for job opportunities. Interviews
will take place through the month of February, in hopes
of getting the district’s final selection onboarded and
ready to go by the time the summer budget season rolls
around. “There’s a method to the madness,” he said.

Though the position will be advertised far and wide,
Karr stressed that the search would not be closed to
internal candidates hoping to assume the role. “It’s wide
open,” he said.

He explained that superintendent salaries are
customized to the candidate but more or less follow
state guidelines. The Texas Association of School
Boards conducts a salary study every year that tracks
and makes recommendations based on the number of

students in a district — a number that school districts
are not necessarily “locked into,” but provide a
blueprint. (Former Superintendent Vasquez topped out
around $150,000.)

Though the district has fretted about attracting out-of-
town talent in the past, Karr felt that Presidio’s remote
location wouldn’t repel quality candidates — Vasquez
was an outside hire, transferring to the district from
small-town Brownwood ISD. “Not everybody in the
world wants to move to Presidio, but the last time I
helped with the search we got a lot of interest in the
job and good applicants,” he said. “I don’t think the
location will be detrimental.”

Certain details of the search process — such as who
will be selected for interviews — will be kept private, in
part to protect those applying from outside the district
who don’t want to announce to their existing employers
that they are looking to relocate.

Despite that, Karr and the board of trustees were
hoping that the community will engage with the process
by participating in a survey that will be posted on the
district’s website when the search formally commences.
“We would love to have the input,” he said.

Hector Flores, Jr.

(Continued from page 1)

endangerment charge, given that Flores’ daughter was
found “uninjured and did not require medical treatment
or an examination,” per court filings.

O’Neal’s efforts to appeal Flores’ conviction got
more complicated just a few weeks after the conviction.
Flores violated his probation by possessing and using
cocaine — as well as possessing a firearm, an accusation
that federal prosecution eventually dropped. Flores
appeared before Judge Counts a second time, where he
was sentenced to two years imprisonment and a year of
supervised release.

In the initial appeal filed in April, O’Neal honed
in on a key part of the child endangerment charge:
deprivation of food. He felt that — despite the
prosecution’s dramatic invocation of “feeding your kid
berries” and “drink[ing] out of puddles” — they did
not have sufficient evidence to prove that Flores had
intentionally starved his child, “leading to an imminent
danger of bodily injury or impairment.”

The defense argued that Flores had made his best effort
to provide for his daughter, given the extraordinary
circumstances — including asking hikers and kayakers
for food en route to Mexico. “Every time they found
food, he prepared it, he shared it with her,” O’Neal said
in his closing statement. “There was no selfishness here.
There was no criminal attempt to deprive her of food.”

In court filings from July, O’Neal addressed his
client’s probation violations, justifying his appeal by
questioning “whether or not a district court may impose
a term of supervised release.”

In the aftermath of his violation of probation, Flores
was sentenced to two years in prison followed by a year
of supervised release, rather than the original five years.
The conditions of probation and supervised release are
essentially the same, but the former happens in lieu of
incarceration and the latter happens after.

O’Neal argued that state law cannot require the
additional year of supervised release and that tacking
on an additional year of “restrained liberty” was beyond
the bounds of the court’s power.

Because Flores was convicted of endangering his
child inside of a national park, deciding whether to
lean on state or federal sentencing guidelines has been

considerably more complicated.

O’Neal invoked the Assimilated Crimes Act, which
“permits the government to prosecute people who
commit crimes on federal property using the laws of
the surrounding territory.” The law specifies that the
punishment handed down by the federal government
must be “like,” but not necessarily identical to, the
equivalent state crime.

In Flores’ case, the state of Texas would have capped
its sentence for probation violations at two years of
incarceration and not included the year of supervised
release required by the court. O’Neal felt that the
additional year of “restrained liberty” would make it
more difficult for his client to smoothly transition back
into society.

In the federal government’s response, U.S. Attorney
Jaime Esparza and Assistant U.S. Attorney Mark
Stelmach argue that the year of supervised release
is “distinct from incarceration” and that following
federal sentencing guidelines would in fact “aid in the
defendant’s transition into the community.”

They argued that oral arguments would not
“sufficiently aid the decisional process” and asked that
Flores’ original conviction be upheld.

O’Neal explained that — no matter how the appeals
court rules — Flores would likely benefit from a system
of credits that detracts time already served, which
would include the months he spent in jail awaiting his
original child endangerment sentence.

Flores’ two appeals will remain separate but have
been consolidated for oral argument, allowing O’Neal
to present both to the court in consecutive installments.
Chief Judge Priscilla Richman, Judge Carl Stewart and
North Texas District Judge Karen Scholer will hear the
arguments and one of the three will be selected to write
the final judgment.

O’Neal felt that Flores had a shot at success. “I think
we have a really strong argument that the conviction
should be vacated,” he said.

Oral arguments for the Flores case will take place in
New Orleans on Tuesday, December 5, at 9 a.m. and
may be viewed online. Esparza did not respond to a
request for comment.
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Puente Ferroviario Internacional

(Continuacioén de la pagina 1)

cambiado la forma del terreno y la orilla del rio debajo
del puente, lo que requirié una importante intervencion
de ingenieria.

Paralelamente al también retrasado proceso de
apertura de dos nuevos carriles en el puente para
vehiculos y peatones aguas arriba, el proyecto
ferroviario tiene muchas partes moviles. El redisefio
ha requerido coordinacion entre la ciudad de Presidio,
el condado de Presidio, la Comision Internacional de
Limites y Agua, Aduanas y Proteccion Fronteriza,

Ferrocarriles Texas Pacifico e Ingenieria HDR, segun la
portavoz de TxDOT, Tanya Brown.

Aunque el antiguo puente tenia un siglo de antigiiedad,
las operaciones ferroviarias modernas fueron asumidas
por Ferromex, una compaiia ferroviaria propiedad
en parte de la corporacion minera y logistica Grupo
Meéxico y Union Pacific Railroad, con sede en Estados
Unidos.

En 2000, Ferromex fue el tnico postor en operaciones
internacionales al final de la Linea de Oriente Sur, que
corria (y volvera a correr) entre Ojinaga y Presidio.
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La linea mexicana termina en la ciudad portuaria de
Topolobampo, en el Pacifico, y conecta los mercados
locales de Texas con el interior de México y el resto
del mundo.

Ferromex supervisa las operaciones ferroviarias
en el lado mexicano de la frontera, y su filial Texas
Pacifico supervisara la linea desde los EE. UU. El
puente es propiedad de TxDOT; al igual que el puente
internacional para vehiculos, es el tUnico puente
ferroviario internacional propiedad de la agencia.

Texas Pacifico fue responsable de reemplazar los

restos de madera del puente en ruinas con una estructura
de acero modernizada, la cual se completd en mayo
de 2021. En octubre de ese afio, la Legislatura aprobo
una asignacion de $15.5 millones para completar el
proyecto de la Ley del Plan de Rescate Estadounidense
del estado. (ARPA) fondos.

Stan Meador de Texas Pacifico, que alquila el puente
al estado de Texas, explico que la pelota ahora estaba
directamente en la cancha del estado. "Hemos cumplido
con nuestra obligacion", dijo.

Presidio ISD

(Continuacién de la pagina 1)

Michelle Rinehart.

Karr explico que todas las blsquedas de
superintendentes son diferentes y atienden a las
necesidades individuales del distrito. En la reunion
especial de noviembre, present6 a los miembros de la
junta directiva una lista de cualidades atractivas de los
candidatos y les pidid que establecieran sus prioridades.

Los miembros de la junta de Presidio ISD decidieron
que su principal prioridad era contratar a alguien que
fuera un “colaborador”, dispuesto a servir como enlace
entre el personal, los estudiantes y la comunidad
en general. Para completar los tres primeros, los
fideicomisarios también querian ver a un lider

“visionario” con “altos estandares morales y éticos”.

La apertura se anunciara en enero para coincidir con
las evaluaciones de desempefio y el momento en que
los educadores suelen comenzar a buscar oportunidades
laborales. Las entrevistas se llevaran a cabo durante el
mes de febrero, con la esperanza de que la seleccion
final del distrito esté incorporada y lista para cuando
llegue la temporada presupuestaria de verano. "Hay un
método para esta locura", dijo.

Aunque el puesto se anunciara ampliamente, Karr
enfatiz6 que la busqueda no estaria cerrada a candidatos
internos que deseen asumir el puesto. "Estd muy
abierto", dijo.

Explicéd que los salarios de los superintendentes se

adaptan al candidato, pero mas o menos siguen las
pautas estatales. La Asociacion de Juntas Escolares
de Texas lleva a cabo un estudio salarial cada afio que
rastrea y hace recomendaciones basadas en la cantidad
de estudiantes en un distrito, una cifra en la que los
distritos escolares no estdn necesariamente "fijados",
pero que proporciona un plan. (El ex superintendente
Vasquez recaud6 alrededor de $150,000).

Aunque el distrito se ha preocupado por atraer
talentos de fuera de la ciudad en el pasado, Karr sintié
que la ubicacion remota de Presidio no repelera a
los candidatos de calidad: Vasquez fue un empleado
externo, transferido al distrito desde un pequefio
pueblo de Brownwood ISD. “No todo el mundo quiere

mudarse a Presidio, pero la ultima vez que ayudé con
la busqueda obtuvimos mucho interés en el trabajo y
buenos solicitantes”, dijo. "No creo que la ubicacion
sea perjudicial".

Ciertos detalles del proceso de busqueda, como quién
sera seleccionado para las entrevistas, se mantendran
privados, en parte para proteger a quienes presenten
solicitudes fuera del distrito y no quieran anunciar a sus
empleadores actuales que buscan reubicarse.

A pesar de eso, Karr y la junta directiva esperaban
que la comunidad participara en el proceso participando
en una encuesta que se publicard en el sitio web del
distrito cuando la bisqueda comience formalmente.
"Nos encantaria recibir su opinién", dijo.

Hector Flores, Jr.

(Continuacién de la pagina 1)

después de la condena. Flores viol6 su libertad
condicional al poseer y consumir cocaina, ademas
de poseer un arma de fuego, acusacion que la fiscalia
federal finalmente desestimé.Flores comparecié por
segunda vez ante el Juez Cuenta, donde fue condenado
a dos aflos de prision y un afio de libertad supervisada.

En la apelacion inicial presentada en abril, O'Neal se
centrd en una parte clave del cargo de poner en peligro
a un nifio: la privaciéon de alimentos. Considerd que, a
pesar de la dramatica invocacion por parte de la fiscalia
de “alimentar a su hijo con bayas” y “beber de los
charcos”, no tenian pruebas suficientes para demostrar
que Flores habia matado de hambre intencionalmente
a su hijo, “conduciendo a un peligro inminente de
muerte”. lesion o deterioro corporal”.

La defensa argument6 que Flores habia hecho todo lo
posible para mantener a su hija, dadas las circunstancias
extraordinarias, incluido pedir comida a excursionistas
y kayakistas en el camino a México. "Cada vez que
encontraban comida, ¢l la preparaba y la compartia
con ella", dijo O'Neal en su declaracion final. “Aqui

no hubo egoismo. No hubo ningun criminal intentando
privarla de comida”.

En documentos judiciales de julio, O'Neal abordo
las violaciones de la libertad condicional de su cliente,
justificando su apelacion cuestionando "si un tribunal
de distrito puede imponer o no un periodo de libertad
supervisada".

A raiz de su violacion de la libertad condicional,
Flores fue sentenciado a dos afios de prision seguidos
de un afio de libertad supervisada, en lugar de los cinco
afios originales. Las condiciones de libertad condicional
y libertad supervisada son esencialmente las mismas,
pero la primera ocurre en lugar del encarcelamiento y la
segunda ocurre después.

O'Neal argumentd que la ley estatal no puede exigir
un afio adicional de libertad supervisada y que agregar
un afio adicional de "libertad restringida" estaba mas
alla de los limites del poder del tribunal.

Debido a que Flores fue condenado por poner en
peligro a su hijo dentro de un parque nacional, decidir
si confiar en las pautas de sentencia estatales o federales
ha sido considerablemente mas complicado.

O'Neal invoco la Ley de Delitos Asimilados, que
"permite al gobierno procesar a personas que cometan
delitos en propiedad federal utilizando las leyes del
territorio circundante". La ley especifica que el castigo
impuesto por el gobierno federal debe ser "similar",
pero no necesariamente idéntico, al delito estatal
equivalente.

En el caso de Flores, el estado de Texas habria
limitado su sentencia por violaciones de la libertad
condicional a dos afios de encarcelamiento y no habria
incluido el afio de libertad supervisada requerido por
el tribunal. O'Neal consideré que el afio adicional de
"libertad restringida" haria mas dificil para su cliente
una transicion sin problemas de regreso a la sociedad.

En la respuesta del gobierno federal, el fiscal federal
Jaime Esparza y el fiscal federal adjunto Mark Stelmach
argumentan que el afio de libertad supervisada es
“distinto del encarcelamiento” y que seguir las pautas
federales de sentencia de hecho “ayudaria en Ia
transicion del acusado a la comunidad”.

Argumentaron que los argumentos orales no
“ayudarian lo suficiente al proceso de toma de

decisiones” y pidieron que se confirmara la condena
original de Flores.

O'Neal explico que, sin importar como falle el tribunal
de apelaciones, Flores probablemente se beneficiaria de
un sistema de créditos que resta tiempo ya cumplido, lo
que incluiria los meses que pasd en prision esperando
su sentencia original por poner en peligro a un menor.

Las dos apelaciones de Flores permaneceran
separadas pero se han consolidado para el argumento
oral, lo que permitira a O'Neal presentar ambas ante el
tribunal en entregas consecutivas. La jueza principal
Priscilla Richman, el juez Carl Stewart y la jueza de
distrito del norte de Texas Karen Scholer escucharan
los argumentos y uno de los tres sera seleccionado para
redactar el fallo final.

O'Neal sinti6 que Flores tenia posibilidades de
triunfar. "Creo que tenemos un argumento realmente
solido para que la condena deberia anularse", dijo.

Los argumentos orales para el caso Flores se llevaran
a cabo en Nueva Orleans el martes 5 de diciembre a las
9 a. m. y podran verse en linea. Esparza no respondi6 a
una solicitud de comentarios.

Democrata con vinculos familiares
Marathon se postulara para el Congreso

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

DISTRITO 23 — El republicano Tony Gonzales, que
sirve en Big Bend en la Camara de Representantes
de Estados Unidos, probablemente se enfrentard a un
oponente con raices locales en esta temporada electoral.
El demdcrata Santos Limon, nacido y criado a lo largo
de la frontera, ha estado haciendo campafia con fuerza
en el vasto Distrito 23 de Texas.

El abuelo de Limén naci6 en Marathon en una familia
mexicana que trabajaba en el ferrocarril. La familia
finalmente se establecié en Del Rio y dirigié un taller
de automoviles que prestaba servicios a ambos lados
de la frontera. Estas primeras experiencias despertaron
un interés en cerrar las brechas entre los dos paises y
en explorar las vastas zonas fronterizas de Texas por
ferrocarril, automévil y a pie.

Su formacion es en ingenieria civil, especializandose
en sistemas de tren ligero y trabajando estrechamente
con los mercados latinoamericanos. Estas facetas de su
trabajo le han ayudado a ver los desafios que enfrenta
el distrito con una perspectiva Unica: para Limoén, la
infraestructura lo es todo.

A principios de este mes, se reuni6 con lideres locales
en el condado de Presidio para tener una mejor idea de
como es la vida en los lugares mas remotos del Distrito
23: la atencién médica era un problema importante.
Aunque muchos lugarefios viven por debajo del umbral
de pobreza, hipotéticamente deberian tener acceso a la
atencion médica a través de programas como Medicare,
Medicaid y beneficios de VA para veteranos.

Limon se preguntd qué tan efectivos pueden ser esos
programas si no hay lugares fisicos convenientes para
que los residentes del Condado de Presidio reciban los
servicios. “Tenemos personas con beneficios médicos,
pero ;de qué les sirve si hay que viajar tres o cuatro
horas para llegar a una clinica?” €l dijo. "No deberia ser
asi, pero ha estado sucediendo durante afios".

Ademas de reforzar la infraestructura médica de la
region, a Limon le gustaria que llegaran mas negocios
al Puente Internacional de Presidio. El Distrito 23 de
Texas incluye las poderosas ciudades portuarias de El
Paso, Del Rio y Eagle Pass; ¢l candidato espera aportar
mas dinero a lo que llamé una “ciudad olvidada”.

Habiendo estudiado -y vivido— el comercio
transfronterizo la mayor parte de su vida, esta
intimamente familiarizado con los patrones del
comercio. El cercano Laredo, el puerto mas activo del
pais, y El Paso han estado experimentando dificultades

crecientes, con tiempos de espera mas largos para cruzar
mercancias de un lado a otro. ;Por qué no sacar algunos
negocios de encima de estos?;Puertos superpoblados?
"La frontera esta abrumada y no puede seguir el ritmo
de ese crecimiento", afirmo.

A Limon le gustaria que Presidio se convirtiera en un
“centro agricola”, centrado en cruzar materias primas
para alimentos, textiles y mas. Este proyecto requeriria
construir la infraestructura del puerto, incluida una tan
esperada estacion de inspeccion del USDA, pero el
candidato considera que es una inversion que vale la
pena. "Traera mucha estabilidad y crecimiento", afirmé.

En términos de seguridad fronteriza, tanto Limén
como el actual Tony Gonzales comparten una idea
superpuesta para facilitar el proceso de solicitud de
asilo: construir el sistema de tribunales federales a lo
largo de la frontera para absorber la presion de la fuerte
migracion. A principios del mes pasado, Gonzales
present6 la Ley SAFER, cuyo objetivo es “incrementar
la presencia de jueces de inmigracion en la frontera” y
al mismo tiempo mejorar los requisitos para solicitudes
de asilo viables.

A Limén también le gustaria ver “orden en la
frontera”, priorizando el sistema judicial sobre una
mayor militarizacion y alarmismo. "La respuesta no es
mas policias", afirmé. “Hemos visto que [el gobierno]
puede construir muros tan altos como el cielo, pero los
inmigrantes seguiran llegando”.

Siente que la principal diferencia entre su campafia
y la de su potencial oponente es la retorica: no se hace
eco de la caracterizacion que hace Gonzales del estado
de la frontera como “la peor crisis de inmigracion jamas
vivida”.

En cambio, le gustaria ver mas “humanidad” empleada
en la conversacion. "Estoy en contra de intimidar a los
menos afortunados o a aquellos que no pueden evitarlo".

Limoén espera que la construccion de infraestructura
para comunidades fronterizas mas seguras, felices
y prosperas sirva al objetivo final de mantener el
talento local cerca de casa, en lugar de huir a las
grandes ciudades. "Mi objetivo es mantener a personas
talentosas en estas comunidades", dijo.

El plazo de presentacion de solicitudes para las
primarias del Congreso finaliza el lunes 11 de diciembre,
por lo que Limon podria ver otro rival en las proximas
primarias demoécratas de primavera.

Los otros demdcratas que han presentado sus
solicitudes hasta ahora... Rocco Ciappa y George Lopez
no pudieron ser contactados para hacer comentarios.

POR FAVOR RECICLA

ESTE PERIODICO

David Bob
Sanchez, MD Rice, FNP-C
Médico general Enfermero

certificado especializado en

medicina general

La atencidn primaria
ha llegado a Presidio.

Para una atencion médica accesible y conveniente para toda su familia, usted puede
acudir a Big Bend Regional Health Clinic y a nuestra nueva ubicacién en la calle O’Reilly.
Aqui usted encontrara servicios que van desde la atencion preventiva hasta el tratamiento
de enfermedades crénicas. Ofrecemos a nuestros pacientes toda la comodidad de un
horario nocturno y programacion de citas en linea. Programar una cita es muy facil en
BigBendAnytime.com. Se habla espafiol a nivel de conversacion.

PARA PROGRAMAR
SU CITA LLAME

Los lunes, martes y miércoles al
432-837-0430

Los jueves, viernes y sabado al
432-229-2008

Bic BEND REGIONAL

HEALTH CLINIC | PRESIDIO

Part of Big Bend Regional Medical Center

602 W O’ Reilly Street, Suite C
Presidio, TX
Horario de atencién de la clinica:
jueves, viernes, sdbado
7:00am-7:00pm
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Presidio library kicks off holiday season

PRESIDIO — The holiday season is in full swing at the Presidio Public
Library, where community volunteers are hoping to make the coming
weeks a little more festive for local kids. All are welcome to participate in
fun scheduled activities and opportunities to donate to those less fortunate.

Giving Tree

This year will mark the Giving Tree’s third appearance at the library.
The toy donation drive — a collaboration with Guadalupe Carerra of the
Children’s Advocacy Center of the Big Bend — invites anyone who wants
to participate to choose an ornament from the “Giving Tree,” marked with
a child’s name and age.

Giving Tree toys go to needy families in the community who might not

have much to put under their own trees at home. Those interested in the
program can visit the library during regular hours until December 15 to
choose a child — though the program tends to fill up ahead of schedule.

Cookies with Santa

Next Wednesday, December 6, children of all ages can visit the library for
a special holiday storytime, featuring a reading of Twas the Night Before
Christmas. Afterward, attendees can decorate sugar cookies provided free
of charge by the library.

The Presidio Public Library is open Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 2
p-m. and 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. For more information, call 432 229 3317.

La biblioteca de Presidio inicia la temporada navidena

PRESIDIO — La temporada navidefia estd en pleno apogeo en la
Biblioteca Publica de Presidio, donde los voluntarios de la comunidad
esperan hacer que las proximas semanas sean un poco mas festivas para los
nifios locales. Todos son bienvenidos a participar en divertidas actividades
programadas y oportunidades para donar a los menos afortunados.

Dar arbol

Este afio marcard la tercera aparicion del Giving Tree en la biblioteca. La
campaiia de donacion de juguetes, una colaboracion con Guadalupe Carrera
del Centro de Defensa de los Nifios de Big Bend, invita a cualquiera que
quiera participar a elegir un adorno del “Arbol de donaciones”, marcado
con el nombre y la edad del nifio.

Los juguetes de Giving Tree se destinan a familias necesitadas de la
comunidad que tal vez no tengan mucho que poner debajo de sus propios

arboles en casa. Aquellos interesados en el programa pueden visitar la
biblioteca durante el horario habitual hasta el 15 de diciembre para elegir
un nifio, aunque el programa tiende a llenarse antes de lo previsto.

Galletas con Papa Noel

El proximo miércoles 6 de diciembre, los nifios de todas las edades
podran visitar la biblioteca para disfrutar de una hora especial de cuentos
navidefios, que incluira una lectura de Era la noche antes de Navidad.
Luego, los asistentes pueden decorar galletas de azlicar proporcionadas de
forma gratuita por la biblioteca.

La Biblioteca Publica de Presidio esta abierta de lunes a viernes, de 9 a.
m.a2p.m.y3p.m.a6p.m. Para mas informacion llame al 432 229 3317.

OBITUARY

paint scenery.

- Celina was a talented cook and
loved to make meals for her children
and grandchildren. She loved to
drive to Lajitas with her husband,

& Tomas, and best friends, Ity Herrera

. and her husband Chuchi. She was

J a lover of all things artistic and

enjoyed life to the fullest.

She is preceded in death by her

|-

OBITUARIO

Estudio arte de estudio y le
-~ encantaba pintar paisajes.

Celina era una cocinera talentosa
y le encantaba preparar comidas
para sus hijos y nietos. Le encantaba
conducir hasta Lajitas con su esposo,
Tomas, y sus mejores amigos, Ity
Herrera y su esposo Chuchi. Era
una amante de todo lo artistico y
disfrutaba la vida al méximo.

PUBLIC NOTICES

Public Notice

Notice of Public Meeting to Discuss the Presidio ISD State Finan-
cial Accountability Rating. Presidio ISD will hold a public meeting

at 6:30 p.m. on December 19, 2023, in the Board Room at the

Presidio Administration Building on 701 E. Market Street in
Presidio, Texas. The purpose of this meeting is to discuss the
Presidio ISD rating on the State’s Financial
Accountability System.
11/30 and 12/7

THE CITY OF PRESIDIO

CHRISTMAS TREE
LIGHTING

Parade starts at the Presidio Elementary at

6:30 p.m. followed by the Lighting of the
Tree at Sant Francis Park

Friday, December 1, 2023

Ornelas

Our beloved matriarch, Celina
A. Ornelas, gained her wings on
November 24, 2023, at the age of
91. She was born on May 1, 1932,
in Presidio, Texas, to Vivian and
Josefina Aguilar.

Celina was married on June 5,
1951, to her beloved husband,
Tomas Baeza Ornelas. She worked
for the United States Postal Service
for more than 30 years. A self-
taught piano player, she was known
to play piano for friends and family.

husband, Tomas B. Ornelas; son-
in-law, Rufino Hernandez; and
great-granddaughter, Sophia Marie
Hernandez.

She is survived by her sons,
Tomas Ornelas Jr. and Norberto
Ornelas (Mercy); daughters, Luz
Elena Flores (Jesus) and Laura
Hernandez (fRufino Hernandez);
eight grandchildren and 13 great-
grandchildren; and her best friends,
Ity and Chuchi Herrera.

Online condolences may be left at:
www.alpinememorialfuneralhome.
com

Services have been entrusted to
Alpine Memorial Funeral Home in
Alpine, Texas.

Ornelas

Nuestra querida matriarca, Celina
A. Ornelas, obtuvo sus alas el 24 de
noviembre de 2023, a la edad de 91
afios. Nacio el 1 de mayo de 1932
en Presidio, Texas, hija de Vivian y
Josefina Aguilar.

Celina se casd el 5 de junio de
1951 con su amado esposo, Tomas
Baeza Ornelas. Ella trabajo para
los Servicio Postal de los Estados
Unidos por mas de 30 afios. Pianista
autodidacta, era conocida por tocar

Le precedieron en la muerte su
esposo, Tomas B. Ornelas; yerno,
Rufino Hernandez; y bisnieta,
Sophia Marie Hernandez.

Le sobreviven sus hijos, Tomas
Ornelas Jr. y Norberto Ornelas
(Mercy); hijas, Luz Elena Flores
(Jestis) y Laura Hernandez (fRufino
Hernandez); ocho nietos y 13
bisnietos; y sus mejores amigas, Ity
y Chuchi Herrera.

Las condolencias en linea
se pueden dejar en: www.
alpinememorialfuneralhome.com

Los servicios han sido confiados a
Alpine Memorial Funeral Home en
Alpine, Texas.

Share Your Thoughts About
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She studied studio art and loved to

el piano para amigos y familiares.

OUR WATER MATTERS

More water infrastructure
funding for Presidio
County

By TREY GERFERS
tgerfers@pcuwcd.org

The Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) recently approved
Presidio County’s pre-applications for more water and wastewater
funding from the state revolving funds. This approval is another step in
the county’s regional approach that has already yielded nearly $5 million
to replace, renew and expand Presidio County’s water and wastewater
infrastructure. The rapid pace of approvals over the past two years is
thanks in no small part to Bill Moriarty, the grant writer who has been
working with Presidio County.

At a recent meeting of the board of directors of the Texas Water
Development Board in Austin, I thanked the directors for their work and
related some of the challenges we face here in Far West Texas. Afterwards,
I had the privilege of meeting with TWDB leadership, as well as
representatives from Water Finance Exchange and the Environmental
Defense Fund. The objective was to discuss how best to move forward
with Presidio County’s regional approach. As we are learning, the state’s
current loan structures and associated timelines (which are often defined
by law) are still geared toward individual communities and utilities.
This not only reinforces the TWDB’s systemic emphasis on isolated
projects (typically to the advantage of large cities), but it also fosters an
environment in which small towns have to compete against each other for
funding, instead of working together to maximize regional efficiencies.
There is broad agreement that this needs to change. The question that
remains is how.

Another hurdle to accessing these funds involves other laws that fail to
account for the special circumstances of rural counties. This has made it
difficult for the Attorney General’s Office, which must sign off on all loans

by the TWDB, to provide clear guidance on how best to accommodate
the needs of sparsely populated areas. In many ways, Presidio County
is acting as a test case to iron out the wrinkles in a unique approach that
could benefit many people who live in small towns across the state. But
this will require close coordination between TWDB staff, the Attorney
General’s Office, and Presidio County’s consultants. It is hoped that our
efforts will bring the state’s processes and structures into line with the
needs of entire regions to actually achieve one of TWDB’s stated goals:
overcoming decades of neglect of our rural and remote communities.

Another intriguing aspect of Presidio County’s approach is our novel
emphasis on so-called “green infrastructure” or “nature-based solutions.”
Although the building of a berm to direct surface water or the planting
of trees to provide ground cover may not seem revolutionary, the use
of infrastructure funding for these sorts of inputs has been extremely
limited. Our approach aims to focus some of the resources traditionally
dedicated to conventional infrastructure (such as pipes and pumps)
toward improving the resilience of the actual sources of our water (such
as aquifers, streams and rivers). Proposals include more funding to restore
Alamito Creek, a study to enhance the flood diversion capacity of several
resacas (dislocated oxbow lakes) along the Rio Grande, and the expansion
of the Junta de los Rios wetlands. Other projects include a 3D geological
model of the Igneous and West Texas Bolsons aquifers and a study to
develop managed aquifer recharge zones. These efforts will help us better
understand, manage and enhance our water supply.

Presidio County’s current proposal also includes several traditional
projects, such as the repair of Redford’s levee and restoration of its acequia
system, a flood study for the Redford-Presidio corridor, the rehabilitation
of the City of Presidio’s standpipe, and water service to the Marfa airport.
Other exciting initiatives include several rainwater catchment projects to
control flooding and reduce our reliance on groundwater. This rainwater
will be used to irrigate native vegetation and create shadier surfaces in
response to rising average temperatures across our region.

There is still much work to be done and many hurdles to overcome.
But as the TWDB seeks to focus less on individual communities and more
on interconnected regions, Presidio County’s regional approach, which
promotes economies of scale, greater sharing of resources and increased
efficiencies, could serve as a model for other parts of the state.

Trey Gerfers is a San Antonio native and serves as general manager of
the Presidio County Underground Water Conservation District. He is also
chairman of the Presidio County Water Infrastructure Steering Committee
and president of the Marfa Parks and Recreation Board. Trey has lived in
Marfa since 2013.

DY CONVENIENCE
STORE

fuel o fast food e cold beer,
soda, water, juice ¢ ice e lottery
104 O’Reilly @ the Y
229.4488

FORT DAVIS

SET AT T E
vis « Alpine - Pres

206 E O’Reilly St.
Presidio, TX 79845
432-229-5000 ¢ www.fdsb.com

& PRESIDIO SPORTS
CALENDAR

THU, NOV 30: LRFMS BK-BALL GIRLS VS VALETINE @

PRESIDIO
FRI, DEC 1: PHS BK-BALL GIRLS VARSITY @ IMMANUEL
TOURNEY
FRI, DEC 1: PHS BK-BALL GIRLS JV VS VAN HORN @
PRESIDIO

MON, DEC 4: LRFMS BK-BALL BOYS @ KERMIT
TUE, DEC 5: PHS BK-BALL GIRLS @ PECOS

HEALTH NEEDS

in the Big Bend Area

REGIONAL SURVEY

Big Bend Reproductive Coalition wants to know your opinion about
reproductive health needs in the Big Bend Region. Participation in this
anonymous digital survey will help to inform the services that we provide
to our communities. Your voice matters, and your experignce matters to us.

Use the QR Code to right or follow the link
below to access the BERC Community
MNeeds Assessment Survey:

bitly/BBRC-Survey

COALICION REPRODUCTIVA DEL

BIG BEND bigbendrc.org | .
repropucTive coaumion @bbreproductivecoaltion ©06
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