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Candidate

filing
period for
March 2024
Primary
Election

closes
Deember 11

TRI-COUNTY — The candidate
filing deadline for the March 2024
Primary Election, which includes
several county-level positions, is
Monday, December 11, at 6 p.m.

Early voting for the March 5
Primary Election will run from
February 20 to March 1, 2024. The
General Election will take place
in November 2024. Open county
positions will assume office in
January 2025 and will serve four-
year terms.

Candidates must either pay a
fee, which ranges depending on
the position from around $375 to
$1,500, or receive a certain number
of signatures, 2% of the number
of people who voted in the last
general election, to get on the ballot
— in Presidio County the number
of signatures varies from 65 for
county-wide positions to 40 to 50
for county commissioners.

More information on running
for local office can be found on
the secretary of state’s website,
and details on county official’s
duties can be found on the Texas
Association of County’s website.

The Big Bend Sentinel highlights
positions up for election, county
chair contact information and who
has filed as of press time below.

Tri-county

Across the region district judge
and district attorney, currently held
by Roy Ferguson and Ori White, are
up for election.

At a meet and greet for new
Brewster  County  Republican
candidates in late November,
locals Bill Parham and Monty
Kimball announced their candidacy
for district judge. The full list of
candidates for the position will be
publicly available on December 27
when filed by the state chair.

Presidio County

Up for election in Presidio County
is county commissioner precinct 1,
currently held by Brenda Bentley.
Bentley wrote in a recent letter to
the editor that she does not intend to
seek reelection for a third term.

“My time with the county came
with many lessons and challenges,
but the overall experience has been
a great one,” wrote Bentley.

Democrats Deidre Heisler and
Ruben Armendariz have filed to run
for county commissioner precinct 1.

The role of county commissioner
precinct 3, currently held by Jose
Cabezuela, is also up for election.
Cabezuela, a Democrat, has filed for
reelection. He will be challenged
by Democrats Irma Carrasco and
Frankie Ortiz.

A race that has already drummed
up local interest ahead of the filing
deadline is county attorney, a role
currently held by Rod Ponton.
Ponton will be met with at least one

(Continued on page 2)
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Staff photo by Sam Karas / Foto por Sam Karas
Elida Jiménez, Marlene Rodriguez, Damiany Hernandez and Mya Rodriguez helped Santa pass out holiday treats at Friday’s annual

Christmas parade. READ MORE ON PAGE 4.
Elida Jiménez, Marlene Rodriguez, Damiany Herndndez y Mya Rodriguez ayudaron a Santa a repartir golosinas navideiias en el desfile anual
de Navidad del viernes. LEER MAS EN LA PAGINA 4

Presidio celebrates
opening of new clinic,
wave of grant funding

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — Last weekend, Presidio toasted the opening of a new
clinic with a street party and ribbon-cutting ceremony. Rick Flores of
the Big Bend Regional Medical Center, Presidio Mayor John Ferguson
and Ojinaga’s Presidente Municipal Andrés Ramos Deanda were just a
few of the local officials in attendance at what they felt was a landmark
day in the city’s history.

With an hour-and-a-half ambulance ride to the hospital and limited
room at existing clinics, Presidio is regarded as an especially challenged
corner of the greater Big Bend region’s healthcare desert.

Last year, the Big Bend Regional Hospital District (BBRHD)
announced that Presidio and Terlingua would be the recipients of a
major healthcare grant from the USDA. The grant would provide $5.5
million in total funds, with the majority going to Presidio as the bigger
population center.

Since February, grant-funded programs have rolled out in stages. The
existing Preventative Care Health Services (PCHS) clinic added an
after-hours walk-in program in October that sees patients from 3 p.m. to
10 p.m. Tuesday through Thursday. The new clinic — run as a branch of
the Big Bend Regional Medical Center (BBRMC) — is open Thursday
through Saturday, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

(Continued on page 2)

Presidio celebra la
apertura de una nueva
clinica y una ola de
subvenciones

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — El fin de semana pasado, Presidio brindd por la
inauguracion de una nueva clinica con una fiesta callejera y una ceremonia
de inauguracion. Rick Flores del Centro Médico Regional Big Bend, el
alcalde de Presidio, John Ferguson, y el presidente municipal de Ojinaga,
Andrés Ramos Deanda, fueron solo algunos de los funcionarios locales que
asistieron a lo que consideraron un dia historico en la historia de la ciudad.

Con una hora y media, transporte en ambulancia al hospital y espacio
limitado en las clinicas existentes, Presidio se considera un rincon
especialmente desafiante del desierto de atencion médica de la region del
gran Big Bend.

El afio pasado, el Distrito Hospitalario Regional de Big Bend (BBRHD)
anuncié que Presidio y Terlingua recibiran una importante subvencion de
atencion médica del USDA. La subvencion proporcionara $5.5 millones
en fondos totales, y la mayoria se destinaria a Presidio como el centro de
poblaciéon mas grande.

Desde febrero, los programas financiados con subvenciones se han
implementado por etapas. La clinica existente de Servicios de Salud de

(Continued on page 3)

City of Presidio discusses
contract in hopes of
protecting water supply
from future development

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — At Tuesday night’s meeting, Presidio City Council
discussed potentially pursuing a permit from Presidio County Underground
Water Conservation District (PCUWCD) that would allow the city to use
a certain amount of groundwater per year in exchange for a measure of
protection against future development. Presidio City Council has cyclically
considered the measure over the past few years, weighing the potential red
tape with the protection the contract could provide.

PCUWCD General Manager Trey Gerfers attended the meeting to give
council members the rundown on the pros and cons — the latter of which
he insisted were very minor. He explained that the cities of Marfa and
Presidio were granted something referred to as the “Midland exemption”
from the PCUWCD, which allows smaller municipalities across the state to
pump and use groundwater with virtually no regulation.

Gerfers explained that the downside of the “Midland exemption” was that
smaller cities and towns were left vulnerable to unchecked development.
He asked the council members to consider a few hypotheticals: what if a
bottled water company wanted to pump and sell local groundwater? What if
a business hoping to cash in on Presidio’s proximity to the border collected

(Continued on page 2)

La ciudad de Presidio
analiza el contrato con
la esperanza de proteger
el suministro de agua del
desarrollo futuro

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — En la reunion del martes por la noche, el Concejo Municipal
de Presidio discuti6 la posibilidad de obtener un permiso del Distrito de
Conservacion de Agua Subterranea del Condado de Presidio (PCUWCD)
que permitiria a la ciudad usar una cierta cantidad de agua subterranea por
aflo a cambio de una medida de proteccion contra el desarrollo futuro. El
Ayuntamiento de Presidio ha considerado ciclicamente la medida en los
ultimos afios, sopesando la posible burocracia con la proteccion que el
contrato podria brindar.

El Gerente General de PCUWCD, Trey Gerfers, asistio a la reunion para
dar a los miembros del Consejo el resumen de los pros y los contras, de
los cuales insistio en que estos Gltimos eran muy menores. Explico que
las ciudades de Marfa y Presidio se les concedio algo conocido como
la “exencion Midland” de la PCUWCD, que permite a los municipios
mas pequeiios de todo el estado bombear y utilizar agua subterranea
practicamente sin regulacion.

(Continued on page 3)

El periodo de
presentacion
de candidatos
para las
elecciones
primarias
de marzo de
2024 cierra
el 11 de

diciembre

TRES CONDADOS — La fecha
limite para presentar candidatos
para las elecciones primarias de
marzo de 2024, que incluye varios
puestos a nivel de condado, es el
lunes 11 de diciembre a las 6 p.m.

La votacion anticipada para las
Elecciones Primarias del 5 de
marzo se llevard a cabo del 20 de
febrero al 1 de marzo de 2024. La
Eleccion General se llevara a cabo
en noviembre de 2024. Los puestos
abiertos del condado asumiran sus
cargos en enero de 2025 y cumpliran
mandatos de cuatro afios.

Los candidatos deben pagar una
tasa, que oscila, segun el puesto,
entre 375 y 1.500 dolares, o recibir
un determinado niimero de firmas.
El 2% del nimero de personas que
votaron en las ultimas elecciones
generales, para aparecer en la
boleta.— en el condado de Presidio,
el nimero de firmas varia de 65 para
puestos en todo el condado a 40 a 50
para los comisionados del condado.

Puede encontrar mas informacion
sobre cdmo postularse para un cargo
local en el sitio web del secretario
de estado, y los detalles sobre las
funciones de los funcionarios del
condado se pueden encontrar en
el Sitio web de la Asociacion de
Condados de Texas.

The Big Bend Sentinel destaca
los puestos candidatos a eleccion,
la informacion de contacto del
presidente del condado y quién se
ha presentado al momento de esta
publicacion a continuacion.

Tres Condados

El juez de distrito y el fiscal
de distrito de toda la region,
actualmente ocupados por Roy
Ferguson y Ori White, estan
candidatos a eleccion.

En un encuentro para conocer a
los nuevos candidatos republicanos
del condado de Brewster a finales
de noviembre, los lugarefios
Bill Parham y Monty Kimball
anunciaron su candidatura a juez
de distrito. La lista completa de
candidatos para el puesto estard
disponible publicamente el 27 de
diciembre cuando la presente el
presidente estatal.

Condado de Presidio

Para eleccion en el condado
de Presidio esta el distrito 1
del comisionado del condado,
actualmente ocupado por Brenda
Bentley. Bentley escribié en una
carta reciente al editor que no tiene
intenciéon de buscar la reeleccion
para un tercer mandato.

“Mi tiempo en el condado me
trajo muchas lecciones y desafios,
pero la experiencia en general ha
sido excelente”, escribi6 Bentley.

Los democratas Deidre Heisler
y Rubén Armendériz se han
presentado para postularse para
el distrito 1 de comisionado del
condado.

El cargo de comisionado del
distrito 3 del condado, que
actualmente ocupa José Cabezuela,
también estd sujeto a eleccion.
Cabezuela, un democrata, se postulo
para la reeleccion. Serd desafiado
por los democratas Irma Carrasco y
Frankie Ortiz.

Una carrera que ya despertado el
interés local antes de la fecha limite
de presentacion esta el fiscal del

(Continua en la pagina 3)
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ENGLISH NEWS

New clinic

(Continued from page 1)

Just a few weeks ago, Presidians were required to
attend clinic appointments scheduled far in advance
during business hours — or travel hours for care.
Local officials hope those days will quickly become a
distant memory. “I feel like there’s a bit of a healthcare
renaissance going on in Presidio right now,” said
BBRHD Executive Director J.D. Newsom.

Since the BBRMC clinic had only been open a
few days, BBRHD officials were not able to give
authoritative insights into clinic attendance or trends
— Grant Administrator Lynette Brehm said that

clinic physicians were booked “back to back” the
first two days after the opening celebration.

There are still a few kinks to be worked out: the
new facility is waiting on x-ray equipment and to
formalize plans for an OB-GYN to make regular
visits to Presidio. “We’re going to be able to do a
lot in that small space, and there’s more coming,”
Newsom said.

Brehm and Newsom also announced some exciting
changes to the city’s EMS program. Since grant
funding took effect in February, first responders were
given the opportunity to attain community paramedic

certification, allowing them to go door to door and
take appointments from patients at home that might
not otherwise be served by the new clinics. “It fills
that gap of when you need an appointment but can’t
get one relatively soon,” Brehm said.

So far, she was thrilled with the connections the

“ladies in pink” — named for the pink scrubs the
community paramedics wore in addition to their
typical first responder garb — were making with

elderly and housebound Presidians. In October
alone, the ladies in pink made 21 home visits. “The
community is really getting to know them,” Brehm

said.

The city’s ambulance fleet will also get an upgrade,
thanks to Texas Tech University’s Health Sciences
Center. Emergency rigs will be outfitted with Starlink
satellite services, allowing local personnel to solicit
help from more experienced medical professionals

on campus in Lubbock.
Newsom said that — though it was too early
to project cold, hard numbers — he felt the new

programs were a net positive. “Be patient with us —
it’s going to be wonderful,” he said.

Water supply

(Continued from page 1)

water to export?

Though the PCUWCD does have the final say
on issuing permits to municipalities and private
corporations, Gerfers explained that the board had
basically no veto power. As long as the entity can prove
that the water source they want to tap can produce the
amount of water they plan to use, there’s little room to
protest — for example, based on opposition to the oil
and gas industry or concern about commercial farming.
“The district can’t pick and choose,” he said.

The potential contract offered to the City of Presidio
would require that the city set an annual limit for the
amount of water they planned to use — a number they

could prove that could be sustainably supplied by the
underground water supply. The permit would have to be
renewed each year, allowing the city to easily revise the
amount of water based on demand.

Once the city sets its annual allotment, any outside
entities would have to prove that the water source could
sustain both their operations and the City of Presidio’s
— with no interruption to the city’s supply. “It’s
envisioned as an insurance policy,” Gerfers said.

Without these protections in place, entities owning
land near the city’s wells could tap into the same water
source and crowd out local utilities customers. Should
the city not pursue the protective contract and permit
with the PCUWCD, the city would have to pursue legal

means to get the newcomers to back off. “[The contract]
gives you something you can stand on,” he explained.

Gerfer said that the steps to applying for the permit
are relatively straightforward. First, city officials and
experts would put their heads together to come up with a
reasonable number for annual use. Next, the city would
pay a $100 permitting fee and a public hearing would
be held before the PCUWCD board in case members of
the public had any concerns.

Mayor John Ferguson said that the council had
considered the measure in years past, but decided not
to pursue the contract based on the fear of regulation.
Gerfers said that the City of Marfa was already on board
and was just waiting for Presidio — as the county’s

largest population center — to act in solidarity.

Gerfers hoped there wouldn’t be as much opposition
this time around. “This is not about controlling the city
or the amount of water you’re using,” he said.

Though City Administrator Pablo Rodriguez will not
have a vote on the eventual measure, he voiced support
for the project. “If we have these practices in place, our
children and grandchildren will thank us,” he said.

Councilmember John Razo agreed. “Sometimes you
take things for granted,” he said. “But we don’t want
to be in a situation where we’re reacting to a water
shortage.”

Teen dies in accidental
firearm discharge outside Presidio

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO COUNTY — On Sunday morning,
the Presidio County Sheriff’s Office responded to
a call for emergency assistance from “a well-known
hunting area” along Highway 67 between Presidio
and Shafter, after a 15-year-old male shot himself
in the chest while preparing rifles for the day’s
activities.

Payton Pesina, a student at Grandfalls-Royalty
ISD 20 miles south of Monahans, was on his
family’s annual hunting trip to Presidio County
when the accident occurred. With an escort from the
sheriff’s department, family members loaded Pesina
into a private vehicle and drove toward the hospital.

Marfa EMS met the family on their way to Alpine,
where Payton was pronounced dead on arrival at the
Big Bend Regional Medical Center.

The Grandfalls-Royalty ISD page posted a tribute
on their Facebook page in response to Pesina’s
tragic death. “His warmth, kindness and bright
spirit touched the lives of many in our community,”
they wrote.

Around 500 accidental gun deaths occur in the
United States every year, the majority in males
between the ages of 10-29. Hunting accidents
account for around 14% of these deaths.

PCSO Deputy Joel Nuiiez said that his department
had responded to accidental firearm accidents
before, but this one had been particularly difficult for
him to deal with. “It was a tragic and heartbreaking
accident,” he said.

Nufiez stressed proper firearms safety and training
as a means of prevention. “Tragedies can happen in
an instant, and it is important to teach our children
how to handle weapons safely if they will be using
them,” he said. “The responsibility of holding a
loaded weapon is immense and should not be taken
lightly."
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Photo courtesy of The Monahans News
Foto cortesia de The Monahans News
15-year-old Payton Pesina died on a family hunting
trip to Presidio County on Sunday.
Payton Pesina, de 15 aiios, murio el domingo
durante un viaje de caza familiar al condado de
Presidio.

Candidate filing

(Continued from page 1)

challenger, local attorney Blair Park. Park is originally
from Marfa and moved back during the pandemic after
working as an attorney in the Dallas-Fort Worth area.
Both Ponton and Park have filed to run as Democrats.

The role of the county tax assessor-collector, currently
filled by Natalia Williams, will be up for election.
Democrat Norma Valenzuela has filed for the role. As
of press time Williams had not filed for reelection.

Law enforcement offices of sheriff, currently held
by Danny Dominguez; constable precinct 1, held by
Estevan “Steve” Marquez; and constable precinct 2,
currently held by Adan “Pugi” Covos Jr., are up for
election. Dominguez and Covos, both Democrats, have
filed for reelection. Democrat Rafael Bentley Acosta
has also filed to run for constable precinct 2. As of press
time Marquez had not filed for reelection for constable
precinct 1.

Presidio County Democratic Chair Ramon Rodriguez
Aranda can be reached via email at

rrodriguez.projecthomeleaf@gmail.com. Republican
Chair Dan Dunlap can be reached via email at
dandunlap69@gmail.com or by calling 432-295-1668.

Brewster County

Up for election in Brewster County are county
commissioner precincts 1 and 3, currently held by
Jim Westermann and Ruben Ortega, respectively.
Westermann, a Republican, has filed for reelection.
As of press time, no one has filed to run for county
commissioner precinct 3.

The office of county attorney, currently held by J.
Steve Houston, is up for election. Republican Marisol
Aguilar Skelton has filed for the role of county attorney.

Terms will be up for the county tax assessor-collector,
currently held by Sylvia Vega; sheriff, currently held by
Ronny Dodson; and constable precinct 1, currently held
by Flavio Rene Ybarra. Ybarra, a Republican, has filed
for reelection.

Brewster County Democratic Chair Mary Bell
Lockhart can be reached by emailing mblockhart@
gmail.com or calling 512-422-4984. Republican Chair
Monica McBride can be reached by emailing moni
mc61@yahoo.com, by mail at PO Box 455, Alpine, or
by calling 432-386-5245.

Jeff Davis County

Up for election in Jeff Davis County are county
commissioner precincts 1 and 3, currently held by

lllustration by crowcrumbs

llustracién de crowcrumbs
Those wishing to run for local political office in
the March 5 Primary Election have until Monday,
December 11, to file with county party chairs.
Agquellos que deseen postularse para un cargo
politico local en las elecciones primarias del 5 de
marzo tienen hasta el lunes 11 de diciembre para
presentar su solicitud ante los presidentes de los
partidos del condado.

Republicans Jody Adams and John Davis, respectively.
Both have filed for reelection.

Sheriff and county tax assessor-collector offices held
by Bill Kitts as well as the constable office held by
Mike Wright will also be up for election. The county
attorney seat, currently held by Glen Eisen, will be up
for election as well.

It is unclear if any other candidates have filed as of
press time. The Democratic chair reported no filings
and the Republican chair did not respond to requests
for comment.

Jeff Davis County Democratic Chair Calvin Glover
can be reached by calling 432-244-1034 or emailing
calvinglover01@gmail.com. Republican Chair
Matthew Blackman can be reached by email at jdctxrp@
gmail.com, by phone at 432-249-0283, by mail at PO
Box 2115, Fort Davis, TX 79734 and in person at 502
N State Street, Unit G, Fort Davis, TX 79734.
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NOTICIAS EN ESPANOL

Nueva clinica

(Continuacioén de la pagina 1)

Atencion Preventiva (PCHS, por sus siglas en inglés)
agregd en octubre un programa sin cita previa fuera
del horario de atencion que atiende a pacientes de 3
p-m. a 10 p.m. De martes a jueves. La nueva clinica,
administrada como una sucursal del Centro Médico
Regional Big Bend (BBRMC), esta abierta de jueves a
sébado,de 7a.m.a 7 p. m.

Hace apenas unas semanas, a los Presidiarios se les
exigia que asistieron a las citas clinicas programadas
con mucha antelacion durante el horario laboral, o
durante las horas de viaje para recibir atencion. Los
funcionarios locales esperan que esos dias se conviertan
rapidamente en un recuerdo lejano. “Siento que en este
momento se esta produciendo un renacimiento de la

atencion médica en Presidio”, dijo el director ejecutivo
de BBRHD, J.D. Newsom.

Dado que la clinica BBRMC solo habia estado
abierta unos pocos dias, los funcionarios d¢ BBRHD
no pudieron brindar informacion autorizada sobre la
asistenciao las tendencias delaclinica: laadministradora
de subvenciones Lynette Brehm dijo que los médicos de
la clinica fueron contratados "espalda con espalda" los
primeros dos dias después de la celebracion de apertura.

Todavia quedan algunos problemas por resolver:
las nuevas instalaciones estan esperando el equipo de
rayos X y formalizar los planes para que un obstetra
y ginecodlogo realice visitas regulares a Presidio.
“Podremos hacer mucho en ese pequefio espacio y hay
mas por venir”, dijo Newsom.
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Brehm y Newsom también anunciaron algunos
cambios interesantes en el programa EMS de la ciudad.
Desde que la subvencién entrd en vigor en febrero,
los socorristas tuvieron la oportunidad dealcanzar la
certificacion paramédica, permitiéndoles ir de puerta en
puerta y concertar citas pacientes en casa que de otro
modo no podrian ser atendidos por las nuevas clinicas.
“Llena ese vacio cuando se necesita una cita pero no
se puede conseguir relativamente pronto”, dijo Brehm.

Hasta ahora, estaba encantada con las conexiones que
las “damas de rosa” (llamadas asi por las batas rosadas
que usaban los paramédicos de la comunidad ademas
de su vestimenta tipica de primeros auxilios) estaban
haciendo con los presidiarios ancianos y confinados en
sus casas. Solo en octubre, las damas de rosa realizaron

21 visitas domiciliarias. "La comunidad realmente los
esta conociendo", dijo Brehm.

La flota de ambulancias de la ciudad también se
actualizara gracias al Centro de Ciencias de la Salud de
la Universidad Tecnoldgica de Texas. Las plataformas de
emergencia estaran equipadas con servicios satelitales
Starlink, lo que permitird al personal local solicitar
ayuda de profesionales médicos mas experimentados
en el campus de Lubbock.

Newsom dijo que, aunque era demasiado pronto para
proyectar cifras frias y concretas, sentia que los nuevos
programas eran netamente positivos. "Tengan paciencia
con nosotros, sera maravilloso", dijo.

Suministro de agua

(Continuacioén de la pagina 1)

Gerfers explicd que la desventaja de la “exencion de
Midland” era que las ciudades y pueblos mas pequefios
quedaban vulnerables al desarrollo desenfrenado.
le pregunté a miembros del Consejo Consideremos
algunas hipotesis: ;qué pasaria si una empresa de
agua embotellada quisiera bombear y vender agua
subterranea local? ;Qué pasaria si una empresa que
espera sacar provecho de la proximidad de Presidio a la
frontera recolecta agua para exportar?

Aunque el PCUWCD tiene la ultima palabra sobre
emitir permisos a municipios y corporaciones privadas,
Gerfers explicd que la junta basicamente no tenia poder
de veto. Mientras la entidad pueda demostrar que la
fuente de agua que quieren aprovechar puede producir
la cantidad de agua que planean usar, hay poco espacio
para protestar. — por ejemplo, basado en la oposicion a
la industria del petroleo y el gas o la preocupacion por

la agricultura comercial. “El distrito no puede elegir”,
dijo.

El posible contrato ofrecido a la ciudad de Presidio
requeriria que la ciudad estableciera un limite anual para
la cantidad de agua que planeaban usar, una cantidad
que podrian demostrar que podria ser suministrada de
manera sostenible por el suministro de agua subterranea.
El permiso tendria que renovarse cada afio, lo que
permitiria a la ciudad revisar facilmente la cantidad de
agua segun la demanda.

Una vez que la ciudad estableciera su asignacion anual,
cualquier entidad externa tendria que demostrar que la
fuente de agua podria sostener tanto sus operaciones
como las de la ciudad de Presidio, sin interrupcion del
suministro de la ciudad. "Se concibe como una poliza
de seguro", dijo Gerfers.

Sin estas protecciones, las entidades propietarias de

terrenos cerca de los pozos de la ciudad podrian acceder
a la misma fuente de agua y desplazar a los clientes
de servicios publicos locales. Si la ciudad no busca el
contrato de proteccion y el permiso con el PCUWCD,
la ciudad tendria que buscar medios legales para lograr
que los recién llegados se retiren. "[El contrato] te da
algo en lo que puedes apoyarte", explico.

Gerfer dijo que los pasos para solicitar el permiso
son relativamente sencillos. En primer lugar, los
funcionarios y expertos de la ciudad se unirian para
llegar a un numero razonable para uso anual. A
continuacion, la ciudad pagaria una tarifa de permiso
de $100 y se llevaria a cabo una audiencia publica ante
la junta de PCUWCD en caso de que el publico tuviera
alguna inquietud.

El alcalde John Ferguson dijo que el consejo habia
considerado la medida en afios anteriores, pero decidio

no continuar con el contrato por temor a la regulacion.
Gerfers dijo que la ciudad de Marfa ya estaba a bordo
y solo estaba esperando que Presidio, como el centro
de poblacion mas grande del condado, actuara en
solidaridad.

Gerfers esperaba que esta vez no hubiera tanta
oposicion. “No se trata de controlar la ciudad o la
cantidad de agua que se utiliza”, dijo.

Aunque el administrador de la ciudad, Pablo
Rodriguez, no votard sobre la eventual medida,
expreso su apoyo al proyecto. “Si implementamos estas
practicas, nuestros hijos y nietos nos lo agradeceran”,
dijo.

El concejal John Razo estuvo de acuerdo. "A veces
das las cosas por sentado", dijo. "Pero no queremos
estar en una situacion en la que estemos reaccionando a
la escasez de agua".

Presentacion de candidatos

(Continuacioén de la pagina 1)

condado, cargo que actualmente desempefia Rod
Ponton. Ponton se reunira con al menos un oponente, el
abogado local Blair Park. Park es originaria de Marfa y
regresé durante la pandemia después de trabajar como
abogada en el area de Dallas-Fort Worth. Tanto Ponton
como Park se postularon como democratas.

El papel del tasador-recaudador de impuestos del
condado, actualmente desempefiado por Natalia
Williams, se presentara a elecciones. La democrata
Norma Valenzuela se postuld para el puesto. Al cierre
de esta edicion, Williams no se habia presentado a la
reeleccion.

Oficinas del sheriff encargadas de hacer cumplir la ley,
actualmente en manos de Danny Dominguez; comisaria
de policia 1, en manos de Estevan “Steve” Marquez;
y el distrito 2 de policia, actualmente en manos de
Adan “Pugi” Covos Jr., estan en proceso de eleccion.
Dominguez y Covos, ambos democratas, han solicitado
la reeleccion. El demoécrata Rafael Bentley Acosta
también se presentd para postularse para el distrito 2
de policia. Al momento de esta edicion, Marquez no se
habia presentado para la reeleccion para el distrito 1 de
policia.

Puede comunicarse con el presidente democrata del

condado de Presidio, Ramon Rodriguez Aranda, por
correo electronico a rrodriguez.projecthomeleaf(@
gmail.com. Puede comunicarse con el presidente
republicano Dan Dunlap por correo electronico
endandunlap69@gmail.com o llamando al 432-295-
1668.

Condado de Brewster

Para eleccion en el condado de Brewster estan los
distritos electorales 1 y 3 del comisionado del condado,
actualmente ocupados por Jim Westermann y Rubén
Ortega, respectivamente. Westermann, un republicano,
se postuld para la reeleccion. Al cierre de esta edicion,
nadie se habia presentado para postularse para el distrito
3 de comisionado del condado.

El cargo de fiscal del condado, que actualmente ocupa
J. Steve Houston, esta sujeto a eleccion. La republicana
Marisol Aguilar Skelton ha solicitado el cargo de fiscal
del condado.

Los términos estaran vigentes para el tasador-
recaudador de impuestos del condado, actualmente en
manos de Sylvia Vega; sheriff, actualmente retenido
por Ronny Dodson; y el comisario 1, actualmente en
manos de Flavio René Ybarra. Ybarra, un republicano,
se postulo para la reeleccion.

Puede comunicarse con la presidenta demoécrata del

Adolescente muere al dispararse
accidentalmente un arma de fuego en
las afueras de Presidio

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

CONDADO DE PRESIDIO — El domingo por la
mafiana, la Oficina del Sheriff del Condado de Presidio
respondi6 a una llamada de asistencia de emergencia
desde “una conocida zona de caza” a lo largo de la
autopista 67 entre Presidio y Shafter, después de que
un hombre de 15 afios se disparara en el pecho mientras
preparando rifles para las actividades del dia.

Payton Pesina, un estudiante de Grand Falls-Royalty
ISD, 20 millas al sur de Monahans, estaba en el viaje
anual de caza de su familia al condado de Presidio
cuando ocurrié el accidente. Con una escolta del
departamento del sheriff, los familiares subieron a
Pesina a un vehiculo privado y se dirigieron hacia el
hospital.

Marfa EMS Afio la familia en su camino a Alpine,
donde Payton fue declarado muerto al llegar al Centro
Meédico Regional de Big Bend.

La pagina de Grand Falls-Royalty ISD publicé un

homenaje en su pagina de Facebook en respuesta a la
tragica muerte de Pesina. “Su calidez, amabilidad y
espiritu brillante tocaron las vidas de muchos en nuestra
comunidad”, escribieron.

Cada afno se producen alrededor de 500 muertes
accidentales por armas de fuego en los Estados Unidos,
la mayoria en hombres de entre 10 y 29 afios.Caza
Accidentes representan alrededor del 14% de estas
muertes.

El diputado de PCSO, Joel Nuifiez, dijo que su
departamento habia respondido a accidentes con
armas de fuego antes, pero que éste le habia resultado
particularmente dificil de manejar. "Fue un accidente
tragico y desgarrador", dijo.

Nufiez destacd la adecuada seguridad en el manejo
de armas de fuego y el entrenamiento como medio
de prevencion. “Las tragedias pueden ocurrir en un
instante y es importante ensefiar a nuestros niflos como
manejar las armas de manera segura si las van a usar”,
dijo. "La responsabilidad de portar un arma cargada es
inmensa y no debe tomarse a la ligera".

"NOW SERVING FOOD DAILY"

BREAKFAST FROM 7:30 AM - 3 PM
LUNCH FROM 11 AM - 3 PM

209 W EL PASO ST, MARFA, TX 79843

POR FAVOR RECICLA
ESTE PERIODICO

condado de Brewster, Mary Bell Lockhart, enviando un
correo electronicomblockhart@gmail.com o llamando
al 512-422-4984. Puede comunicarse con la presidenta
republicana Monica McBride enviando un correo
electronicomoni_mc61@yahoo.com, por correo al PO
Box 455, Alpine, o llamando al 432-386-5245.

Condado de Jeff Davis

En el condado de Jeff Davis estan a eleccion los
distritos electorales 1 y 3 del comisionado del condado,
actualmente ocupados por los republicanos Jody
Adams y Juan Davis, respectivamente. Ambos se han
presentado a la reeleccion.

Los cargos de sheriff y tasador-recaudador de
impuestos del condado que ocupa Bill Kitts, asi como
el cargo de agente de policia que ocupa Mike Wright,
también estaran sujetos a eleccion. El puesto de fiscal

del condado, que actualmente ocupa Glen Eisen,
también estara sujeto a eleccion.

No esta claro si otros candidatos se han presentado
al cierre de esta edicion. El presidente democrata
no informdé ninguna presentacion y el presidente
republicano no respondid6 a las solicitudes de
comentarios.

Puede comunicarse con el presidente democrata
del condado de Jeff Davis, Calvin Glover, llamando
al 432-244-1034 o enviando un correo electronico.
calvinglover01@gmail.com. Puede comunicarse con el
presidente republicano Matthew Blackman por correo
electronico a jdctxrp@gmail.com, por teléfono al 432-
249-0283, por correo a PO Box 2115, Fort Davis, TX
79734 y en persona en 502 N State Street, Unit G, Fort
Davis, Texas 79734.

David Bob
Sanchez, MD Rice, FNP-C
Médico general Enfermero

certificado especializado en

medicina general

La atencidn primaria
ha llegado a Presidio.

Para una atencion médica accesible y conveniente para toda su familia, usted puede
acudir a Big Bend Regional Health Clinic y a nuestra nueva ubicacién en la calle O’Reilly.
Aqui usted encontrara servicios que van desde la atencion preventiva hasta el tratamiento
de enfermedades crénicas. Ofrecemos a nuestros pacientes toda la comodidad de un
horario nocturno y programacion de citas en linea. Programar una cita es muy facil en
BigBendAnytime.com. Se habla espafiol a nivel de conversacion.

PARA PROGRAMAR
SU CITA LLAME

Los lunes, martes y miércoles al
432-837-0430

Los jueves, viernes y sabado al
432-229-2008

Bic BEND REGIONAL

HEALTH CLINIC | PRESIDIO

Part of Big Bend Regional Medical Center

602 W O’ Reilly Street, Suite C
Presidio, TX
Horario de atencién de la clinica:
jueves, viernes, sdbado
7:00am-7:00pm
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St. Francis Plaza lights up with food, fun
and holiday cheer

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — Last Friday, Presidio families lined O’Reilly Street for the
annual Christmas parade and tree lighting ceremony, hosted by the City
of Presidio and an army of volunteers. Creative floats from an array of
local businesses and agencies cruised down the city’s main drag toward St.
Francis Plaza, where tamales, cookies and other holiday treats were waiting
for the hungry crowd.

In the dark, it was difficult to gauge exactly how many people attended,
but the city could definitively say there were more people than ever before
based on a handy metric: food. There were 13 tables of food for community
members to enjoy — though the treats didn’t last long. “I don’t think anyone
was counting exactly, but we ran out of food faster than previous years,”
said City Administrator Pablo Rodriguez.

Santa could also attest to the large crowds, after waving and throwing out
candy from his parade float. He then sat down in a booth for photos with
Presidio kids, who waited patiently in a line that snaked around the block
for around three hours. “I heard he liked it, but pobrecito — he was pretty
tired,” said Municipal Judge Vivi Cataio.

This year’s event marked the second time that Catafio organized the

parade, with help from Interim Chief Damian Hernandez of the Presidio
Police Department. Jackie Gonzales of Presidio City Hall helped coordinate
the festive decorations, and the Presidio Water and Sewer Department made
sure the event went off without a hitch.

Rodriguez stressed that these were just a few of the many city employees
and private citizens who helped bring the event to life. “Behind the scenes,
there were a lot of people involved,” he said. “There’s a lot of heroes that
will go unnoticed, but they were there.”

At Tuesday’s city council meeting, Presidio city leaders talked about
ways to make the event even bigger and better next year. Catafio said she
would like to see the parade grow with more lights and more participants
— Mayor John Ferguson agreed, suggesting that maybe there should be a
contest for best float to encourage more people to participate. “Maybe it
will give them an incentive,” he said.

Catafio said that it was an honor and a privilege to take the lead on
organizing an event that the community looks forward to every year. She
hoped that all the preparation would create family memories that will last
long after the Christmas season has come and gone. “You can hear the
kids screaming and yelling — it’s emotional, knowing that all the kids are
happy,” she said.

St. Francis Plaza se ilumina con comida, diversion y
alegria navidena

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — El viernes pasado, las familias de Presidio se alinearon
en O'Reilly Street para el desfile anual de Navidad y la ceremonia de
iluminacion del arbol, organizada por la ciudad de Presidio y un ejéreito
de voluntarios. Carrozas creativas de una variedad de empresas y agencias
locales recorrieron la calle principal de la ciudad hacia St. Francis Plaza,
donde tamales, galletas y otras delicias navidefias esperaban a la multitud
hambrienta.

En la oscuridad, era dificil calcular exactamente cuantas personas
asistieron, pero la ciudad podia decir definitivamente que habia mas gente
que nunca basandose en una métrica util: la comida. Habia 13 mesas de
comida para que disfrutaran los miembros de la comunidad, aunque
las delicias no duraron mucho. “No creo que nadie estuviera contando
exactamente, pero nos quedamos sin alimentos mas rapido que en afios
anteriores”, dijo el administrador de la ciudad, Pablo Rodriguez.

Santa también pudo dar fe de la gran multitud, después de saludar y
arrojar dulces desde su carroza. Luego se sentd en una cabina para tomarse
fotografias con los nifios de Presidio, quienes esperaron pacientemente en
una fila que serpenteaba alrededor de la cuadra durante aproximadamente
tres horas. “Escuché que le gustd, pero pobrecito, estaba bastante cansado”,
dijo la jueza municipal Vivi Catafo.

El evento de este afilo marcéd la segunda vez que Catafio organizo el
desfile, con la ayuda del jefe interino Damian Hernandez del Departamento
de Policia de Presidio. Jackie Gonzales del Ayuntamiento de Presidio
ayudo a coordinar las decoraciones festivas y el Departamento de Agua y
Alcantarillado de Presidio se asegurd de que el evento se desarrollara sin
problemas.

Rodriguez destaco que estos fueron s6lo algunos de los muchos empleados
de la ciudad y ciudadanos privados que ayudaron a darle vida al evento.
"Detras de escena, habia mucha gente involucrada", dijo. "Hay muchos
héroes que pasaran desapercibidos, pero estaban ahi".

En la reunion del concejo municipal del martes, los lideres de la ciudad de
Presidio hablaron sobre formas de hacer que el evento sea alin més grande
y mejor el proximo afio. Catafo dijo que le gustaria ver crecer el desfile con
mas luces y mas participantes; el alcalde John Ferguson estuvo de acuerdo
y sugiri6 que tal vez deberia haber un concurso para elegir la mejor carroza
para alentar a mas personas a participar. "Tal vez les dé un incentivo", dijo.

Catafio dijo que fue un honor y un privilegio tomar la iniciativa en la
organizacion de un evento que la comunidad espera con ansias cada
afio. Esperaba que toda la preparacion creara recuerdos familiares que
perduraran mucho tiempo después de que la temporada navidefia haya
llegado y pasado. “Se puede escuchar a los nifios gritar y chillar; es emotivo
saber que todos los nifios estan felices”, dijo.

Additional resources now available to West Texas
landowners via new grant

ALPINE — The Borderlands Research Institute (BRI) at Sul Ross
State University in Alpine is bolstering resources available to West Texas
landowners. Mike Janis has joined BRI as the newest member of the team,
and he will help enhance the offerings of BRI’s Center for Land Stewardship
and Stakeholder Engagement by assisting landowners to access grant
funding for conservation efforts that benefit native wildlife.

Janis will help manage a recently awarded Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department (TPWD) grant that will provide over $2 million of Pittman-
Robertson funds to enhance habitat on private lands for the benefit of native
wildlife. These funds are a result of the Pittman-Robertson Act of 1937 that
places a federal tax on the sale of firearms and ammunition to help fund
wildlife conservation in the United States.

Shawn Gray, TPWD Mule Deer and Pronghorn Program leader, is the
driving force behind the grant. “I am truly excited to help facilitate another
opportunity for our landowner partners to further their conservation goals,*
said Gray. “This is a great example of how partners can work together to
affect landscape-level conservation.”

Along with BRI, the Rio Grande Joint Venture is another valued partner
that will assist with delivery of this program.

Janis comes to BRI from Texas Parks and Wildlife Department’s Wildlife
Division, where he worked for 24 years, most recently as the Trans-Pecos
District leader. He brings a wealth of experience working with private
landowners on a variety of issues, including game species management,
enhancing habitat through conservation projects, and balancing ranch
operations with wildlife management goals.

In his new role as Trans-Pecos conservation initiative coordinator, Janis
will work with BRI staff and researchers to implement landscape-level

conservation projects for grassland and riparian habitats throughout the
region. Specific projects will focus on brush control activities in existing
pronghorn habitat, restoration of riparian areas through interventions that
aid the restoration of perennial creek flow, as well as pronghorn-friendly
fence replacement.

“I’m excited about working with West Texas landowners on habitat
enhancement projects and helping them reach their goals,” said Janis.
“Private landowners, and ranchers in particular, are crucial for healthy
wildlife populations in Texas, and we are fortunate to be able to offer
several cost-share programs that can assist landowners across the region.”

Along with the recently awarded $2 million grant, BRI is also
administering several other grants that provide funding for conservation
efforts on private land. To facilitate the application process, BRI has
developed one convenient application portal to apply for all grant sources.

“We’re pleased to make it easier for West Texas landowners to access
funds that will help them implement conservation practices across the
Trans-Pecos,” said Billy Tarrant, who is associate director of stewardship
services at BRI. “Thanks to our many partners, conservation-minded
landowners are getting the financial help they need to improve wildlife
habitat that benefits us all.”

The Center for Land Stewardship and Stakeholder Engagement aspires
to facilitate effective conservation in Far West Texas. The center provides
technical resources for landowners, energy developers, community
members and conservation partners, and helps facilitate cost share programs
to help carry the financial burden of implementing new land management
techniques that aid in the service of natural resource conservation.

To learn more about cost share programs and to apply, visit the Borderlands
Research Institute website.
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in the Big Bend Area

REGIONAL SURVEY

Big Bend Reproductive Coalition wants to know your epinion about
reproductive health needs in the Big Bend Region. Participation in this
anenymous digital survey will help to inform the services that we provide
to our communities. Your voice matters, and your experience matters to us.

Use the QR Code to right or follow the link
below to access the BERC Community
MHeeds Assessment Survey:

bitly/BBRC-Survey
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From AC Repair Parts to Plumbing.
For all of your Commercial and
Residential needs.

701 O’Riley St.
Presidio, TX 7984
432-229-3256

PUBLIC NOTICES

Public Notice

Notice of Public Meeting to Discuss the Presidio ISD State Finan-
cial Accountability Rating. Presidio ISD will hold a public meeting

at 6:30 p.m. on December 19, 2023, in the Board Room at the

Presidio Administration Building on 701 E. Market Street in
Presidio, Texas. The purpose of this meeting is to discuss the
Presidio ISD rating on the State’s Financial
Accountability System.
11/30 and 12/7

INVITATION FOR REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS

Request for Qualifications for engineering, and/or construction
project management services to be provided to the Presidio
Independent School District will be received at the office of

the Presidio Independent School District Business Manager, PO

Box 1401, 701 East Market Street, Presidio, Texas 79845 by U.S.

mail, email (rbaeza@presidio-isd.net) or faxed to the Business

Manager’s Office at: (432) 229-3281 until 2:00 p.m. January. 10,

2024. Promptly thereafter, the RFQ Responses will be opened in

the Business Managers Office. Firms desiring qualification docu-

ments may obtain them on-line at the following website:
www.presidio-isd.net. Project questions should be directed to
and submitted in writing to the Presidio Independent School
District Facilities & Energy Manager, Mr. Ruben Armendariz,
(432-229-1152 or 432-229-1182;
rarmendariz@presidio-isd.net).

The Presidio Independent School District reserves the right to
reject any and all responses and to waive all technicalities.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE PRESIDIO INDEPENDENT SCHOOL
DISTRICT
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& PRESIDIO SPORTS &
~ CALENDAR

THU - SAT, DEC 7 - 9: PHS BK-BALL JV BLACK @ VAN
HORN TOURNEY

THU - SAT, DEC 7 - 9: PHS BK-BALL GIRLS VARSITY @ VAN
HORN TOURNEY

SAT, DEC 9: LRFMS BK-BALL GIRLS @ MONAHANS
TOURNEY

TUE, DEC 12: PHS BK-BALL BOYS JV TEAMS @ PECOS

TUE, DEC 12:PHS BK-BALL GIRLS VS ALPINE DISTRICT @
PRESIDIO

Jv Girls @ 5:00 p.m.; Varsity Girls @ 6:30 p.m
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