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EFFECT, NO
GROUND FIRES

by order of Presidio County

Sentinels of
the sky:
The lesser
nighthawks
at
Cementerio
Barrio de
Los Lipanes

By KOYANA FLOTTE

The sun bore down relentlessly
on our brown skin as we labored
beneath the harsh, unwavering heat
of a summer evening in the Chihua-
huan Desert. My nails were chipped,
and my wrists and back ached from
hours of shoveling dirt and haul-
ing “sentinel stones” — the rocks
placed atop burial sites as guardians
of those resting beneath. A small
group of us gathered united in the
task of preparing a resting burial
place for an ancestor — a 750-year-
old woman, recently returned to the
community from El Rancho Chaa,
located north of Presidio, Texas.

Mitochondrial DNA — passed
down exclusively from mother to
child — was extracted from her
remains, confirming that she was
related to several women from the
Big Bend region, establishing many
locals of Presidio and the region as
linear descendants of other remains
that have been found in the area.
This woman became the first to be
returned and honorably reburied at
the sacred mound in the Barrio de
Los Lipanes, owned by the Lipan
Apache Tribe and now stewarded
by local Native American families.

As we toiled, our thoughts were
consumed by a relative that we had
never met. We envisioned her life,
untouched by the arrival of the Eu-
ropeans. I could feel her presence,
thanking us for finally granting her
descanso eterno (eternal rest), as
our elders would often remind us.

We worked in silence, but we also
laughed and shared jokes. A mem-
ber of the community prepared the
offering for our final prayer as the
sun dipped low on the horizon, cast-
ing a warm orange glow preparing
to depart. A stillness settled over
the burial site, enveloping us as if
time had paused, transporting us
to another realm where we became
witnesses to this sacred moment —
as though our ancestors were con-
veying a message of encouragement
and support. We shared our final
thoughts, creating space for reflec-
tion on the evening and the labor we
had devoted that day. When the last
voice had spoken, a calm radiated
across the landscape. The work for
that evening was complete.

Then, as if responding to our col-
lective reverence to reburying our
ancestor or simply following their
feeding routine, the lesser night-
hawks (Chordeiles, acutipennis)
began to appear in the sky. They
soared around us, swooping low
and grazing my long, black hair.
One by one, they emerged, gliding
silently through the air, their sil-
houettes almost merging with the
dark skies. Initially, their presence
was subtle — only a few gliding
low over us, dipping and weaving
in patterns that felt like a dance of

(Continued on page 2)
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Iris Galindo and Judith Armendariz pose for photos at the annual Presidio Stockyards Trunk or Treat.
Iris Galindo y Judith Avmendariz posan para fotos en el evento anual Presidio Stockyards Trunk or Treat.

Tri-county support for
Trump nudges up

By ROB D’AMICO
rob@bigbendsentinel.com

TRI-COUNTY — Donald Trump supporters increased slightly in the
tri-county area in Tuesday’s election in which the former president was
elected to a second term over Vice President Kamala Harris.

Trump increased his totals in Presidio County from 32.5% against Pres-
ident Joe Biden in 2020 to 34.44% against Harris on Tuesday. In Brewster
County, his support went from 51% to 55.54%. And in Jeff Davis County,
Trump only nudged up a tad from 60.1% to 60.8% Without an in-depth
analysis into voter turnout, it’s unclear whether these increases have any
significance.

Voter turnout for Presidio County was 46.29% in 2020, but Tuesday’s
turnout figures were not immediately available. For Brewster County, turn-
out was 63.86% in 2020 and 62.27% Tuesday. For Jeff Davis County, turn-
out was 78.08% in 2020 and 74.92% this election.

With most county races decided in the March primaries, only a handful
of local races were on the ballot. Notable were the nine Alpine City Charter
amendments, all of which passed. With some Fort Davis ISD mail-in bal-
lots uncounted at The Sentinel deadline, results for two at-large seats were
undetermined.

At the state level, Democratic state Rep. Eddie Morales beat Republican
Robert Garza with 51.7% of the vote to 48.3%.

Notable results (all results are unofficial until ballots are canvassed or
certified). See www.bigbendsentinel.com/election2024 for county docu-
ment totals and election updates.

(See results on page 2)

Aumenta el apoyo a Trump
en los tres condados

Por ROB D’AMICO
rob@bigbendsentinel.com

TRI-CONDADOS - Los partidarios de Donald Trump aumentaron liger-
amente en el area de los tres condados en las elecciones del martes en las
que el expresidente fue elegido para un segundo mandato sobre la vicepres-
identa Kamala Harris.

Trump aumento sus totales en el condado de Presidio del 32,5% contra el
presidente Joe Biden en 2020 al 34,44% contra Harris el martes. En el con-
dado de Brewster, su apoyo paso del 51% al 55,54%. Y en el condado de
Jeff Davis, Trump s6lo subié un poco del 60,1% al 60,8%. Sin un analisis
en profundidad de la participacion electoral, no esta claro si estos aumentos
tienen alguna importancia.

La participacion de votantes en el condado de Presidio fue del 46,29% en
2020, pero las cifras de participacion del martes no estuvieron disponibles
de inmediato. Para el condado de Brewster, la participacion fue del 63,86%
en 2020 y del 62,27% el martes. Para el condado de Jeff Davis, la partici-
pacion fue del 78,08% en 2020 y del 74,92% en esta eleccion.

Dado que la mayoria de las contiendas del condado se decidieron en las
primarias de marzo, solo un pufiado de contiendas locales estaban en la
boleta. Fueron notables las nueve enmiendas a los Estatutos de la Ciudad
Alpina, todas las cuales fueron aprobadas. Dado que algunas boletas por
correo de Fort Davis ISD no estaban contadas en la fecha limite de The
Sentinel, los resultados para dos escafios generales estaban indeterminados.

A nivel estatal, el representante estatal democrata Eddie Morales vencid
al republicano Robert Garza con el 51,7% de los votos frente al 48,3%.

(Ver resultados en la pagina 2)

Commissioner-elect plans
historical commission
reboot

By ROB D’AMICO
rob@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO COUNTY — When County Attorney Rod Ponton — who has
for years been recognized as chair of the Presidio County Historical Com-
mission — showed up for a commission meeting he set last Thursday at the
courthouse, no other members except Robert Arber were present. Without a
quorum, Ponton was forced to reschedule the meeting.

But he was then confronted by outgoing Precinct 1 County Commissioner
Brenda Bentley and Precinct 1 County Commissioner-elect Deirdre Hisler,
who told Ponton that the meeting hadn’t been posted properly and that his
informal method of appointing commission members did not follow state
law — therefore his commission did not exist. (Ponton posted the meeting
on paper on the courthouse doors for 1:30 p.m., but then later emailed his
commission members that it was being moved to 2:30 p.m. — potentially
an illegal change.) Hisler told Ponton that the Commissioners Court is go-
ing to reboot the body and officially appoint new members in January 2025.

State law says a county “may” appoint a historical commission, and if it
does it should be composed of at least seven members with two-year terms
who are appointed by a county’s commissioners court every two years in
odd-numbered years. That would be this January. Hisler said most of the
people currently serving on the commission were appointed in 2020 and
their terms expired in 2022.

“The historical commission has been operating somewhat informally, but
that's the way it has been for a long time,” Ponton said. “It's just informally

(Continued on page 2)

El comisionado electo
planea un reinicio de la
comision historica
Por ROB D’ AMICO
rob@bigbendsentinel.com

CONDADO DE PRESIDIO — Cuando el fiscal del condado Rod Ponton
—quien durante afios ha sido reconocido como presidente de la Comision
Historica del Condado de Presidio— se presentd a una reunion de la comis-
i6n que habia fijado el jueves pasado en el palacio de justicia, no habia
otros miembros presentes excepto Robert Arber. Sin quérum, Ponton se vio
obligado a reprogramar la reunion.

Pero luego se enfrento a la comisionada saliente del Distrito 1 del conda-
do, Brenda Bentley, y a la comisionada electa del Distrito 1 del condado,
Deirdre Hisler, quienes le dijeron a Ponton que la reunidn no se habia pub-
licado correctamente y que su método informal de designar a los miembros
de la comision no seguia la ley estatal, por lo tanto, su comision no existia.
(Ponton publicé la reunion en papel en las puertas del juzgado para la 1:30
p. m., pero luego envio un correo electronico a los miembros de su comis-
i6n diciendo que se iba a trasladar a las 2:30 p. m., lo que podria ser un
cambio ilegal). Hisler le dijo a Ponton que el Tribunal de Comisionados
reiniciara el organismo y designara oficialmente a nuevos miembros en en-
ero de 2025.

La ley estatal dice que un condado "puede" designar una comision histori-
ca, y si lo hace, debe estar compuesta por al menos siete miembros con
mandatos de dos afios que son designados por el tribunal de comisionados
de un condado cada dos aflos en aflos impares. Eso seria este enero. Hisler
dijo que la mayoria de las personas que actualmente sirven en la comision

(Continua en la pagina 3)

Centinelas
del cielo: Los
chotacabras
menores
en el
Cementerio
Barrio de
Los Lipanes

Por KOYANA FLOTTE

El sol caia implacablemente sobre
nuestra piel morena mientras tra-
bajabamos bajo el calor duro e in-
quebrantable de una tarde de verano
en el desierto de Chihuahua. Tenia
las ufias astilladas y me dolian las
mufiecas y la espalda por las horas
que pasé paleando tierra y acarre-
ando “piedras centinela” (las rocas
que se colocan sobre los lugares
de enterramiento como guardianes
de quienes descansan debajo). Un
pequefio grupo de nosotros nos re-
unimos para preparar un lugar de
entierro para una antepasada: una
mujer de 750 afios, que reciente-
mente regresé a la comunidad desde
El Rancho Chaa, ubicado al norte de
Presidio, Texas.

Se extrajo ADN mitocondrial
(transmitido  exclusivamente de
madre a hijo) de sus restos, lo que
confirm6 que estaba relacionada
con varias mujeres de la region de
Big Bend, lo que establecid que
muchos lugarefios de Presidio y la
region son descendientes directos
de otros restos que se han encon-
trado en el area. Esta mujer fue la
primera en ser devuelta y enterrada
honorablemente en el tumulo sa-
grado del Barrio de Los Lipanes,
propiedad de la tribu apache Lipan
y ahora administrado por familias
nativas americanas locales.

Mientras trabajabamos, nuestros
pensamientos se concentraban en
una pariente que nunca habiamos
conocido. Imaginamos su vida, in-
tacta por la llegada de los europeos.
Podia sentir su presencia, agra-
deciéndonos por finalmente con-
cederle el descanso eterno, como
nuestros mayores nos recordaban a
menudo.

Trabajamos en silencio, pero tam-
bién nos reimos y compartimos
chistes. Un miembro de la comu-
nidad preparo la ofrenda para nues-
tra oracion final mientras el sol se
hundia en el horizonte, arrojando un
calido resplandor naranja preparan-
dose para partir. Una quietud se
apoderd del lugar del entierro, en-
volviéndonos como si el tiempo se
hubiera detenido, transportandonos
a otro reino donde nos convertimos
en testigos de este momento sagra-
do, como si nuestros antepasados
estuvieran transmitiendo un men-
saje de aliento y apoyo. Comparti-
mos nuestros pensamientos finales,
creando un espacio para la reflexion
sobre la tarde y el trabajo que habia-
mos dedicado ese dia. Cuando la tl-
tima voz hablo, una calma irradio a
través del paisaje. El trabajo de esa
tarde estaba completo.

Entonces, como si respondieran
a nuestra reverencia colectiva por
volver a enterrar a nuestro antepas-
ado o simplemente seguir su rutina
de alimentacion, los chotacabras
menores (Chordeiles, acutipennis)
comenzaron a aparecer en el cielo.
Volaron a nuestro alrededor, volan-
do bajo y rozando mi largo cabello
negro. Uno por uno, emergieron,
planeando silenciosamente por el
aire, sus siluetas casi se fusionaban
con los cielos oscuros. Al principio,
su presencia era sutil: solo unos po-
cos planeaban bajo sobre nosotros,
sumergiéndose y tejiendo patrones
que parecian una danza de cele-
bracion y alegria.

Pero pronto, se unieron mas y
comenzaron a volar mas cerca,

(Continaa en la pagina 3)
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Election results

(Continued from page 1)

All counties for tri-county
represented races
State House District 73
Eddie Morales (D) 51.7%
Robert Garza (R) 48.3%

Tax Assessor-Collector
Nancy Arevalo 1,499

Constable Precinct 1

Estevan “Steve” Marquez 841

State Senate District 29
César Blanco (D) 174,457 (uncontested)
— 100%

Constable Precinct 2
Adan “Pugi” Covos 702

U.S. Congress District 23
Tony Gonzales 62.3%

Santos Limon 37.7% President

BREWSTER COUNTY
National races (county results)

Tax Assessor-Collector
Sylvia Vega 818 1,484
600
Alpine city charter amendments

PROPOSITION A: CHARTER REVIEW

PROPOSITION H: CITY ATTORNEY

PROPOSITION I: MUNICIPAL JUDGE

Tony Gonzales (R) 723
Santos Limon (D) 404

Local races
Sheriff / Tax Assessor-Collector
Victor Lopez 820

County Commissioner Precinct 1
Jody Adams 206

Marathon ISD Board of Trustees

(Yes on top) 1,264
2,025 818
151

PROPOSITION B: ANNEXATION Place 2
1,333

759

Andy Lewis (incumbent) 105
Phillip Moellering 83

County Commissioner Precinct 3
John Davis 205

Donald Trump (R) 628—55.34% Steve Griffis 67 County Constable
PRESIDIO COUNTY Kamala Harris (D) 530—42.89% PROPOSITION C: ANNEXATION Mike Wright 781
National races (county results) 1,800 Place 4
President U.S. Senate 306 LeAndra Ramirez 156 Fort Davis ISD Board of Trustees

Kamala Harris (D) 1,288 —65.24%

Ted Cruz (R) 2,415—53.19%

Judy Galindo Briones (incumbent) 92

(unofficial results with 27 mail ballots not

Donald Trump (R) 686 —34.75% Colin Allred (D) 1,995—43.94 PROPOSITION D: WARDS OR counted)
DISTRICTS? Place 6

U.S. Senate U.S. House District 23 1,348 Timothy Roberts 149 District 1

Collin Allred (D) 1,287 Tony Gonzales (R) 2,576—59.04% 704 Gonzalo Hernandez 108 Ben Wilson 48

Ted Cruz (R) 651 Santos Limon (D) 1,787—40.96%

U.S. House District 23 PROPOSITION E: CITY COUNCIL Place 7 District 2

Santos Limon (D) 1,023 — 66.4%
Tony Gonzales (R) 679 — 35%

Local races

County Attorney
Marisol Skelton 2,995
Local Races
County Attorney

Blair Park 1,513 James Westermann 156

Sheriff County Constable Precinct 1
Danny Dominguez 1,450 Flavio Ybarra 425

County Commissioner Precinct 1 Sheriff

Deirdre Hisler 375 Ronny Dodson 934

County Commissioner Precinct 3

Frankie Ortiz 221 Ruben Ortega 289

County Commissioner Precinct 1

County Commissioner Precinct 3

TERMS
1,735
377

JEFF DAVIS COUNTY
National races (county results)

PROPOSITION F: MAYOR TIE

Craig Carter (incumbent) 189
Arlene Griffis 77

Brenda Vargas 56

At-Large (two seats)
Julia Hernandez 137
Tommy Everett 129

BREAKER President Mack Holley 125

1,798 Donald Trump (R) 659 — 61%

291 Kamala Harris (D) 420 — 38.9% TRI-COUNTY
83rd District Attorney

PROPOSITION G: VACANCY FILLING  U.S. Senate Ori White 5,657

PROCEDURE Ted Cruz (R) 691 — 59%

1,744 Colin Allred (D) 477 — 41% 394 District Judge

314 Monty Kimball 5,786

U.S. House District 23

Historical commission reboot

(Continued from page 1)

under my leadership, and we'll be prepared — and we'll present bylaws
for approval — and start handling things in a more formal manner.” Un-
der Ponton’s leadership, a variety of members attend meetings, sometimes
being formally recognized as commission members, sometimes just as in-
terested citizens.

Ponton said Hisler doesn’t have any authority to make the statements she
did at the canceled meeting. “She doesn't have any business over the com-
mission or the bylaws or anything like that other than trying to impose her
will over everything,” Ponton said.

Mona Garcia, who has also served as the chair — or what Ponton and
Garcia call the “president” of the commission — in the past said she agreed
with Ponton that the body has operated in good faith, has done good work
and was not trying to exclude anyone. Ponton noted that the commission
submitted two historical marker applications to the Texas Historical Com-
mission (THC) that were approved this year — Cibolo Rock (currently
Elephant Rock) near Shafter and the historic adobe church in Ruidosa, El
Corazon Sagrado de la Iglesia de Jesus (the Sacred Heart of the church of
Jesus).

Ponton said the THC recognized him as the commission chair, with his
approval needed on marker applications.

Hisler said that during her campaign for county commissioner this spring,
constituents came to her to express concern about Ponton’s leadership of
the commission and its lack of openness to the community. The issue also
came up in a February candidates forum for the county attorney race, which
Ponton lost to Blair Park in the March Democratic primary, when a Presidio
resident complained of inadequate meeting notices and limited opportunity
to give input on historical markers. Ponton told The Big Bend Sentinel at
the time that he would strive to be more open by getting meeting agendas
posted not only on the courthouse and courthouse annex doors, but also by
email to The Sentinel and online. That did not happen, and The Sentinel
only learned of the Thursday meeting through Hisler.

Ponton said Hisler could have come to him, expressed an interest in get-
ting the commission to follow the law with court appointees and help to

communicate meeting times. Instead, he said, she got on the August 7 Com-
missioners Court agenda to ask to be officially appointed to gather names
of commissioners nominated for appointment in January. While the court
did not vote on the matter, Hisler said she left the meeting feeling that she
needed to gather nominations because she said that she’ll have that power
in January to put appointments on the agenda, so she needs to collect the
names of those interested now.

County Judge Joe Portillo said that making the commission follow the
exact letter of state law is not a pressing issue for him, but he understands
Hisler’s passion for history with her former role in state parks, and if she
puts appointments on the agenda in January, he’ll be happy to formally
vote to appoint them. “T haven't given [the commission] the attention that it
deserves. It will eventually be addressed after the dust settles and everyone
gets sworn in” on the new Commissioners Court, he said.

Precinct 4 County Commissioner David Beebe said he didn’t think the
issue was pressing either in August, but now he’s completely on board with
official appointees in January nominations from Hisler or others, he said.
Precinct 2 County Commissioner Margarito Hernandez did not return a re-
quest for comment.

Ponton said Hisler is trying to replace current commission members for
political reasons not necessarily tied to anything to do with history or how
he leads the body.

Hisler counters that she — with her long history working for the Texas
State Parks & Wildlife Department — understands the importance of fol-
lowing the law, especially since the county works with THC on high-dollar
grant projects. Ponton could have easily made the commission more formal
and followed the law, and he hasn’t worked to try and make the commis-
sion more open, she said. “I come from a bureaucracy, and so I do believe
in crossing our T's and dotting our I's, and you can expect me to serve as
commissioner that does that,” Hisler said. “What is the harm in reaching
out to our community to see if people have an interest? Which is what I
want to do.”

Ponton and Garcia said they both want to be on the commission mov-

ing forward and will submit their names to the county judge for consider-
ation. Ponton previously said many rural counties operate their historical
commissions informally without appointments in court. Jeff Davis County
Judge Curtis Evans and Brewster County Historical Commission Co-Chair
Elizabeth Lewis said they do formal appointments in their commissioners
courts every two years as the law stipulates.

Ponton later clarified that most small counties leave the nomination lists
up to the members of their current historical commission. Those members
seek any other possible members interested in serving, then present them
to their commissioners courts. Evans and Lewis said that’s how it works in
their counties.

Ponton said he planned to bring up the matter of collecting names of
those interested in serving at Thursday’s canceled meeting. Now, he said
he’s ready to do that, which leaves interested Presidio County residents in
the odd position of submitting their information to either Ponton or Hisler,
or both.

Hisler said those interested should send her a letter of interest with a re-
sume of their background and how it would fit into the role of a commis-
sioner to P.O. Box 778, Marfa, Texas, 79843 or to deirdrehisler@gmail.
com. She said she wants a diverse list of people — all ages and experiences
from all over the county — to apply. “I want this truly to be a reflection of
what the county looks like,” she said.

On Tuesday, Ponton also decided to make the invitation formal and
emailed The Sentinel: “The Presidio County Historical Commission seeks
volunteers with a professional commitment to the historic and cultural her-
itage of Presidio County. Persons interested in serving as commissioners
will attend four or more meetings a year, may serve on committees, and
must be dedicated to preserving and communicating the rich historical heri-
tage of Presidio County. Interested persons should submit a letter of interest
explaining their qualifications to Rod Ponton, Chairman, Presidio County
Historical Commission. The Presidio County Commissioners Court will
appoint seven or more members by January 2025 to serve for two years.
Email information to pontonrod@gmail.com.”

Sentinels of the sky

(Continued from page 1)

celebration and joy.

But soon, more joined, and they began to swoop
closer, acknowledging the importance of this moment
and encouraging us to keep going. The lesser night-
hawks, guardians and inhabitants of the burial mound,
celebrated the return of our ancestor and honored her
presence. The birds’ flight, a quiet dance against the
fading light, blending with the land — a survival skill
shared by the Native people of Far West Texas. Like
us, the nighthawks approach life in the desert in accor-
dance with the sunrises and sunsets, their camouflage
blending them perfectly with the wames (creosote
bush) and the color of the earth.

The approach the lesser nighthawks take to survive
and thrive in the desert mirrors the rhythms of the
people who live and have lived in the lower Chihua-
huan Desert. Like these communities, the nighthawks
emerge at dawn and dusk, making efficient use of the

cooler hours as the late afternoons and early evenings
grow increasingly harsh under the weight of climate
change. Watching the birds descend, then rise again
in graceful arcs, I understood why our ancestors chose
to remain here, bound to the sunsets that held their
stories.

“Our ancestors chose the land over anything else,”
another elder murmured as we stood together, the final
moments of light giving way to a night full of stars.
The nighthawks faded one by one, blending back into
the darkness. We packed our tools, our exhaustion re-
placed by a deep, quiet satisfaction. The nighthawk,
appearing as a silent witness, had become a symbol of
who we are — a representation of camouflaging, min-
imalism and migration. In its flight, we connected to
those who came before us, reminding us that this work
was seen, that it mattered, and that our connection to
this land will be everlasting.

When youth and adults seek to reconnect with their
identity as Indigenous peoples of the Big Bend — es-
pecially those who didn’t grow up in this land — they
often ask me about “native names” or “cultural pro-
tocols,” curious about traditions and beliefs they can
honor to feel proud of who they are. My response is
nearly always the same: to understand your culture,
begin by immersing yourself in the land. In connecting
with the land, we honor and learn about our culture. In
those moments when they might feel a sense of loss or
detachment from who they are, I tell them to think of
the lesser nighthawk and how they teach us about our
own lives.

When we look at the pristine nature of the Big Bend,
we don’t just see untouched wilderness; we see thou-
sands of years of land stewardship and practices of
conservation by the local people. As the oldest con-
tinuously farming community in North America, our

ancestors were not passive inhabitants but caretakers
of land, practicing methods and trading in ways that
nurtured and preserved our culture and economy over
millennia. When we learn to care for the places where
the lesser nighthawks nest, when we advocate for oth-
er species at risk like the yellow-billed cuckoo, the
black-capped vireo, and the Mexican long-nosed bat,
we carry forward these teachings. In the land and its
ecology, we can find all of the answers that we seek.

This article is written as part of American Bird
Conservancy's Conservation and Justice Fellowship
program, in partnership with Big Bend Conservation
Alliance and Rio Grande Joint Venture. Dr. Flotte is
the 2024 Big Bend Bird Conservation and Culture
Community Engagement Fellow working to center
Indigenous voices, stories, and language to co-create
avian sanctuaries in culturally significant sites within
the Chihuahuan Desert.

Construction underway at future Dollar General in Terlingua

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

TERLINGUA — Construction is underway on the future Dollar Gen-
eral in Terlingua, located just west of the junction between Highway 118
and FM 170 in Study Butte. The site of the former EMS building has been
leveled, and crews are working to clear a space for the store and attached
parking lot.

Apart from Aramark, the concessionaire that quietly runs the Terlingua
Motor Inn, Dollar General will be the first major chain to operate in South
Brewster County.

The news wasn’t welcome to many Terlinguans, who take pride in the
uniqueness of their community. Back in August, a small group banded
together to organize against the sale, worried about the chain’s impact

on local businesses and citing concern about environmental issues like
plastic bags and glowing black-and-yellow signs.

Terlingua is not the first community in the Big Bend to attempt to stop
the spread of the chain, which gravitates towards rural, lower-income
markets. There are more Dollar General locations in the United States
than Walmart and McDonald’s combined — most of them clustered in
towns off the beaten path.

In October 2022, over a hundred Alpine residents showed up to a city
council meeting to protest a third Dollar General that would be built on
former city land. City officials attempted to stall by slowing down the
re-platting of the lots, but then City Attorney Rod Ponton cautioned that it
wasn’t legal for the city to block a lawful business from purchasing prop-
erty. (The Dollar General corporation agreed and threatened legal action.)

Terlingua is not an incorporated city, so there was little formal recourse

locals could take beyond begging outsiders to buy the property out from
under the chain. Those efforts were not successful, and the closing on the
deal took place in September.

One compromise that Terlinguans have already been able to make with
the developer is a promise to implement lighting in compliance with the
area’s dark sky regulations. “We understand that Big Bend is known for
its ‘splendid isolation” — part of which is being able to view the night
sky unmarred by light pollution,” representatives for Kinetic Design and
Development wrote. “We hope this letter demonstrates the sincerity of
our intent to build a Dollar General store which enhances the local com-
munity.”

In an email to The Big Bend Sentinel, Dollar General’s public relations
team estimated that the store would be open in spring 2025, “although we
understand construction progress may alter this timeline.”
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Reinicio de la comision historica

(Continuacién de la pagina 1)

fueron designadas en 2020 y sus mandatos expiraron
en 2022.

"La comision histérica ha estado operando de manera
algo informal, pero asi ha sido durante mucho tiempo",
dijo Ponton. “Es solo de manera informal bajo mi lid-
erazgo, y estaremos preparados, y presentaremos los
estatutos para su aprobacion, y comenzaremos a mane-
jar las cosas de una manera mas formal”. Bajo el lid-
erazgo de Ponton, una variedad de miembros asisten a
las reuniones, a veces siendo reconocidos formalmente
como miembros de la comision, a veces solo como ci-
udadanos interesados.

Ponton dijo que Hisler no tiene autoridad para hac-
er las declaraciones que hizo en la reunion cancelada.
“Ella no tiene ningun asunto que ver con la comision
o los estatutos ni nada por el estilo, excepto tratar de
imponer su voluntad sobre todo”, dijo Ponton.

Mona Garcia, quien también se desempefid como
presidenta, o lo que Ponton y Garcia llaman la “pres-
identa” de la comision, en el pasado, dijo que estaba
de acuerdo con Ponton en que el organismo ha oper-
ado de buena fe, ha hecho un buen trabajo y no es-
taba tratando de excluir a nadie. Ponton sefialdé que
la comision presentd dos solicitudes de marcadores
historicos a la Comision Historica de Texas (THC) que
fueron aprobadas este afio: Cibolo Rock (actualmente
Elephant Rock) cerca de Shafter y la histérica iglesia
de adobe en Ruidosa, El Corazon Sagrado de la Iglesia
de Jesus.

Ponton dijo que la THC lo reconocié como presiden-
te de la comision, y que se necesitaba su aprobacion
para las solicitudes de marcadores.

Hisler dijo que durante su campaiia para comisionada
del condado esta primavera, los electores acudieron a
ella para expresar su preocupacion por el liderazgo de
Ponton en la comision y su falta de apertura a la comu-
nidad. El tema también surgio6 en un foro de candidatos

en febrero para la carrera de fiscal del condado, que
Ponton perdio ante Blair Park en la primaria democrata
de marzo, cuando un residente de Presidio se quejé de
avisos de reuniones inadecuados y oportunidades lim-
itadas para dar su opinion sobre los marcadores histori-
cos. Ponton le dijo a The Big Bend Sentinel en ese mo-
mento que se esforzaria por ser mas abierto publicando
las agendas de las reuniones no solo en las puertas del
palacio de justicia y del anexo del palacio de justicia,
sino también por correo electronico a The Sentinel y en
linea. Eso no sucedid, y The Sentinel solo se enterd de
la reunion del jueves a través de Hisler.

Ponton dijo que Hisler podria haber acudido a €I, ex-
presado su interés en lograr que la comision siguiera la
ley con los designados por la corte y ayudar a comuni-
car los horarios de las reuniones. En cambio, dijo, se
inscribid en la agenda de la Corte de Comisionados del
7 de agosto para solicitar que se la designara oficial-
mente para recopilar los nombres de los comisionados
nominados para su nombramiento en enero. Si bien la
corte no votd sobre el asunto, Hisler dijo que aban-
dond la reunién sintiendo que necesitaba reunir nom-
inaciones porque dijo que tendra ese poder en enero
para incluir los nombramientos en la agenda, por lo
que necesita recopilar los nombres de los interesados
ahora.

El juez del condado Joe Portillo dijo que hacer que
la comision siga la letra exacta de la ley estatal no es
un problema urgente para él, pero comprende la pasion
de Hisler por la historia con su antiguo papel en los
parques estatales, y si ella incluye los nombramientos
en la agenda en enero, ¢l estara feliz de votar formal-
mente para nombrarlos. "No le he dado [a la comision]
la atencion que se merece. "Se abordara eventualmente
después de que se calme el polvo y todos presten jur-
amento" en el nuevo Tribunal de Comisionados, dijo.

El comisionado del condado del Precinto 4, David

El Internacional, November 7 2024 / 7 noviembre 2024, page 3

Beebe, dijo que tampoco creia que el tema fuera urgen-
te en agosto, pero ahora estd completamente de acuer-
do con los nombramientos oficiales en enero de parte
de Hisler u otros, dijo. El comisionado del condado del
Precinto 2, Margarito Hernandez, no respondio a una
solicitud de comentarios.

Ponton dijo que Hisler estd tratando de reemplazar
a los miembros actuales de la comision por razones
politicas que no estan necesariamente relacionadas con
nada que tenga que ver con la historia o con cémo di-
rige el organismo.

Hisler responde que ella, con su larga trayectoria
trabajando para el Departamento de Parques y Vida
Silvestre del Estado de Texas, comprende la importan-
cia de seguir la ley, especialmente porque el condado
trabaja con THC en proyectos de subvenciones de alto
valor. Ponton podria haber hecho que la comision fuera
mas formal y hubiera seguido la ley, y no ha trabajado
para tratar de hacer que la comision fuera mas abier-
ta, dijo. "Vengo de una burocracia, por lo que creo en
cruzar las T y poner los puntos sobre las I, y pueden
esperar que sirva como comisionado que hace eso",
dijo Hisler. “;Qué dafio hay en contactar a nuestra co-
munidad para ver si la gente tiene interés? Que es lo
que quiero hacer”.

Ponton y Garcia dijeron que ambos quieren estar en
la comision en el futuro y presentaran sus nombres al
juez del condado para su consideracion. Ponton dijo
anteriormente que muchos condados rurales operan
sus comisiones historicas de manera informal sin nom-
bramientos en la corte. El juez del condado Jeff Davis,
Curtis Evans, y la copresidenta de la Comision Histori-
ca del condado Brewster, Elizabeth Lewis, dijeron que
hacen nombramientos formales en sus tribunales de
comisionados cada dos afos como lo estipula la ley.

Ponton aclaré mas tarde que la mayoria de los con-
dados pequefios dejan las listas de nominaciones en

manos de los miembros de su comision historica ac-
tual. Esos miembros buscan a otros posibles miembros
interesados en servir, luego los presentan a sus tribu-
nales de comisionados. Evans y Lewis dijeron que asi
es como funciona en sus condados.

Ponton dijo que planeaba plantear el asunto de re-
copilar los nombres de los interesados en servir en la
reunion cancelada del jueves. Ahora, dijo que esta listo
para hacerlo, lo que deja a los residentes interesados
del condado de Presidio en la extrafia posicion de envi-
ar su informacion a Ponton o Hisler, o ambos.

Hisler dijo que los interesados deben enviarle una
carta de interés con un curriculum de sus anteced-
entes y como encajaria en el papel de comisionado a
P.O. Box 778, Marfa, Texas, 79843 o a deirdrehisler@
gmail.com. Dijo que quiere una lista diversa de perso-
nas, de todas las edades y experiencias de todo el con-
dado, que se postulen. "Quiero que esto sea realmente
un reflejo de como se ve el condado”, dijo.

El martes, Ponton también decidié formalizar la in-
vitacion y envié un correo electrénico a The Sentinel:
"La Comision Histérica del Condado de Presidio busca
voluntarios con un compromiso profesional con el pa-
trimonio historico y cultural del Condado de Presidio.
Las personas interesadas en servir como comisionados
asistiran a cuatro o mas reuniones al afio, pueden servir
en comités y deben dedicarse a preservar y comuni-
car el rico patrimonio histérico del Condado de Pre-
sidio. Las personas interesadas deben enviar una carta
de interés explicando sus calificaciones a Rod Ponton,
presidente de la Comision Historica del Condado de
Presidio. El Tribunal de Comisionados del Condado de
Presidio designara a siete 0 mas miembros antes de en-
ero de 2025 para que presten servicio durante dos afios.
Envie la informacion por correo electronico a
pontonrod@gmail.com.

Centinelas del cielo

(Continuacioén de la pagina 1)

reconociendo la importancia de este momento y alentandonos a seguir
adelante. Los chotacabras menores, guardianes y habitantes del timulo
funerario, celebraron el regreso de nuestra antepasada y honraron su
presencia. El vuelo de los pajaros, una danza silenciosa contra la luz
que se desvanece, se funde con la tierra: una habilidad de supervivencia
compartida por los pueblos nativos del lejano oeste de Texas. Al igual
que nosotros, los chotacabras abordan la vida en el desierto de acuerdo
con los amaneceres y los atardeceres, su camuflaje los combina perfect-
amente con el wames (arbusto de creosota) y el color de la tierra.

El enfoque que adoptan los chotacabras menores para sobrevivir y
prosperar en el desierto refleja los ritmos de las personas que viven y
han vivido en el desierto de Chihuahua. Al igual que estas comunidades,
los chotacabras emergen al amanecer y al anochecer, haciendo un uso
eficiente de las horas mas frescas a medida que las tltimas horas de la
tarde y las primeras noches se vuelven cada vez mas duras bajo el peso
del cambio climatico. Al ver a los pajaros descender y luego volver a
elevarse en elegantes arcos, entendi por qué nuestros antepasados el-
igieron permanecer aqui, atados a los atardeceres que albergaban sus
historias.

"Nuestros antepasados eligieron la tierra por sobre cualquier otra

cosa", murmurd otro anciano mientras estabamos juntos, los ultimos
momentos de luz dando paso a una noche llena de estrellas. Los cho-
tacabras se desvanecieron uno a uno, mezclandose nuevamente con la
oscuridad. Empacamos nuestras herramientas, nuestro cansancio fue re-
emplazado por una profunda y silenciosa satisfaccion. El chotacabras,
que aparece como un testigo silencioso, se habia convertido en un sim-
bolo de quienes somos: una representacion del camuflaje, el minimalis-
mo y la migracion. En su vuelo, nos conectamos con quienes vinieron
antes que nosotros, recordandonos que este trabajo fue visto, que im-
portaba y que nuestra conexion con esta tierra sera eterna.

Cuando los jovenes y los adultos buscan reconectarse con su identidad
como pueblos indigenas del Big Bend, especialmente aquellos que no
crecieron en esta tierra, a menudo me preguntan sobre “nombres nati-
vos” o “protocolos culturales”, curiosos sobre tradiciones y creencias
que pueden honrar para sentirse orgullosos de quiénes son. Mi respuesta
es casi siempre la misma: para comprender su cultura, comience por
sumergirse en la tierra. Al conectarse con la tierra, honramos y apren-
demos sobre nuestra cultura. En esos momentos en los que pueden sen-
tir una sensacion de pérdida o desapego de quiénes son, les digo que
piensen en el chotacabras menor y como nos ensefia sobre nuestras pro-

pias vidas.

Cuando observamos la naturaleza pristina del Big Bend, no solo ve-
mos un desierto intacto; vemos miles de anos de administracion de la
tierra y practicas de conservacion por parte de la gente local. Como la
comunidad agricola continua mas antigua de América del Norte, nues-
tros antepasados no eran habitantes pasivos sino cuidadores de la tierra,
practicando métodos y comerciando de formas que nutrieron y preser-
varon nuestra cultura y economia durante milenios. Cuando aprendem-
os a cuidar los lugares donde anidan los chotacabras menores, cuando
defendemos a otras especies en riesgo como el cuclillo de pico amarillo,
el vireo de cabeza negra y el murci¢lago mexicano de hocico largo,
llevamos adelante estas enseflanzas. En la tierra y su ecologia, podemos
encontrar todas las respuestas que buscamos.

Este articulo esta escrito como parte del programa de becas de conser-
vacion y justicia de American Bird Conservancy, en asociacion con Big
Bend Conservation Alliance y Rio Grande Joint Venture. La Dra. Flotte
es la becaria de participacion comunitaria para la conservacion y la cul-
tura de las aves de Big Bend de 2024 y trabaja para centrar las voces, las
historias y el lenguaje de los indigenas para cocrear santuarios para aves
en sitios culturalmente significativos dentro del desierto chihuahuense.

LEER EN LINEA EN BIGBENDSENTINEL.COM
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OUR WATER MATTERS / NUESTRA AGUA ES IMPORTANTE

Beneficial reuse of
produced water

By TREY GERFERS

According to the American Geosciences Institute,
“Most oil- and gas-bearing rocks also contain water.
When the oil or gas is extracted from these rocks, the wa-
ter comes out too. This ‘produced water’ is a byproduct of
almost all oil and gas extraction, though the amounts of
produced water can vary widely.” In 2023, the Texas Pro-
duced Water Consortium reported that the Permian Basin
alone is generating upwards of 3.9 billion barrels, or over
168 billion gallons, of produced water annually. That’s
enough water to fill more than 250,000 Olympic-sized
pools every single year.

With so much produced water available, many are
evaluating the possibility of treating and putting this waste
product to other beneficial uses, such as agricultural irri-
gation, aquifer recharge, and surface water discharge. But,
according to Texas Tech law professor Amy Hardberger,
“Data gaps exist in the current understanding of the pol-
lutants of concern contained in produced water and the
associated public health and environmental risks for each
type of reuse.”

In her paper titled “The Challenges and Opportunities
of Beneficially Reusing Produced Water” published in the
Duke Environmental Law and Policy Forum, Hardberg-
er explains that the primary pollutants of concern in pro-
duced water include “salt content, oil and grease, hydro-
carbon related compounds, toxic compounds used in the
hydraulic fracturing process, toxic compounds dissolved
from natural deposits in the formation, and naturally oc-
curring radioactive materials (NORM).” She goes on to
point out that “treatment is often very difficult, not possi-
ble, or cost-prohibitive” and “neither tests nor risk levels
exist for many of the constituents of concern.”

Hardberger cautions that “few, if any, regulatory stan-
dards are present to manage the human health and environ-
mental risks associated with the reuse of produced water”
and “reuse of produced water outside the oil and gas sector
is not currently informed with adequate data.”

Part of the problem lies in the “reporting loopholes
[that] limit the ability to fully understand fracking fluids’
chemical composition.” In fact, the different chemicals
that make up each company’s hydraulic fracturing fluids
are “subject to trade secret protections.” Even if they can
be identified, “the risks of many of these chemicals” are
“often unknown.”

Regardless of the risks, “Treated produced water for
agriculture is an oft-promoted reuse scenario,” because ag-
riculture is the sector that uses the most water. “However,
this use creates many potential exposure pathways,” ac-
cording to Hardberger, and “most chemicals of concern ...
in produced water have no regulations set for acceptable
exposure concentrations in food or residues on the surface
of produce, nor are there safe consumption standards set
for fruits, vegetables, or grain.”

Other scenarios involve reusing produced water to re-
charge depleted aquifers or augment diminished surface
waters in the arid regions where most hydraulic fractur-
ing takes place. But caution is warranted here, as well,
says Hardberger, because “heavy metals and other trace

elements, which are common in produced water, do not
biodegrade and accumulate in the environment ... and, if
groundwater becomes contaminated, it is difficult to re-
mediate.”

Another thorny issue with produced water involves
its status under the law. Up to now, produced water has
been categorized as waste. But “a transition away from
disposal towards beneficial reuse ... triggers a categori-
zation change of the water from a waste to a commodi-
ty” prompting a reevaluation of the implications of such
a redesignation. “Regulatory decisions related to waste
disposal predate the widespread production of shale gas
and any contemplation that the resulting wastewater might
be utilized in other sectors. Because widespread consider-
ation of these uses is recent, it is unclear how existing rules
might apply in reuse situations.”

The 1976 Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
(RCRA) is the main federal law regulating waste disposal.
It is intended to provide “effective cradle-to-grave man-
agement of solid and hazardous waste that is protective
of human health and the environment,” writes Hardberger.
“In 1988, the EPA codified rules on oil and gas production
wastes, including produced water, to exempt them from
RCRA requirements.” The idea was to “avoid a chilling
effect” on oil and gas production that would have been cre-
ated “by the additional time and expense associated with
regulatory waste disposal. The EPA supported its decision
with an assessment that state regulations related to dispos-
al were sufficient to protect human health and the environ-
ment.” But the “programs, on which the EPA relied, only
apply to produced water reuse in a very limited capacity,
if at all.” In other words, not only is produced water insuf-
ficiently covered by current federal regulations, it also es-
capes the level of scrutiny it merits if it is to be put to other
uses. In Hardberger’s analysis, “It is antithetical to claim
that produced water is part of the solution to fresh water
scarcity challenges while still enjoying a regulatory ex-
emption that presupposes a hazardous waste designation.”

Yet several states “already reuse or discharge produced
water in a limited capacity,” reflecting, “a range of com-
fort levels with implementation,” according to Hardberger.
Perhaps the best example is New Mexico, which is work-
ing closely “with the EPA to facilitate collaboration and
ensure the development of reuse strategies protective of
human health and the environment” while seeking to “fos-
ter resource conservation and economic opportunity.” The
deliberate, science-based approach of New Mexico “pres-
ents a model for other states.”

Recent fracking-related disasters in the Permian Basin,
including sinkholes, geyser-like blowouts, and a growing
toxic lake that could soon submerge part of Highway 1053
north of Fort Stockton, are increasing the pressure on in-
dustry to reduce the volumes of produced water it injects
back into the ground. However, in the wise words of Hard-
berger, “Repurposing produced water without a proper
understanding of ... the potential impacts may solve one
problem while creating many more.”

Visit https://scholarship.law.duke.edu/cgi/viewcontent.
cgi?article=1408&amp;context=delpf to read the full ar-
ticle.

Trey Gerfers serves as general manager of the Presi-
dio County Underground Water Conservation District and
coordinator of Groundwater Management Area 4. A San
Antonio native, he has lived in Marfa since 2013 and can
be reached at tgerfers@pcuwcd.org.
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Preventative Care Health Services
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Family Health Services of Alpine
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10 Lots for sale in
Presidio, TX.
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SECOND NOTICE
Notice by Publication provid-
ed under section 2303.152
www.tdlr.texas.gov notice
to owners and lien holders.
This vehicle is located and be
claimed at our storage yard
facility,

Unit #1
Year- 2016, Make- Chevy,
Model- Cruze, License Plate-
7RSS329, State- California,
VIN # 1G1PC55G8G7215715
owed for Unit #1 as of 10-
05-24 is $150.00. Storage
accruing daily at $20.00 +
8.25% pre day. This unit was
picked up in Presidio County
per order of the Presidio Po-
lice Department, storage fees
accruing daily. The failure of
the owner or lien holder the
Unit #1 to claim the vehicle
before the 30th day from
which this notice is published
is a waiver by that person of
all right, title and interest in
the vehicle at public sale.

Rio Grande Wrecker Service
Osvaldo Acosta
406 E Commerce St.
Presidio, TX 79845
Phone: (432) 229-3312

Reutilizacion
beneficiosa del agua
producida

Por TREY GERFERS

Segtn el Instituto Americano de Geociencias, “la
mayoria de las rocas que contienen petroleo y gas tam-
bién contienen agua. Cuando se extrae el petroleo o el
gas de estas rocas, el agua también sale. Esta “agua pro-
ducida” es un subproducto de casi toda la extraccion de
petréleo y gas, aunque las cantidades de agua producida
pueden variar ampliamente”. En 2023, el Consorcio de
Agua Producida de Texas informo que solo la Cuenca
Pérmica genera mas de 3.900 millones de barriles, o mas
de 168.000 millones de galones, de agua producida al
afio. Esa es suficiente agua para llenar mas de 250.000
piscinas olimpicas cada afo.

Con tanta agua producida disponible, muchos estan
evaluando la posibilidad de tratar y darle a este producto
de desecho otros usos beneficiosos, como el riego agrico-
la, la recarga de acuiferos y la descarga de aguas super-
ficiales. Sin embargo, segun la profesora de Derecho de
Texas Tech Amy Hardberger, “existen lagunas de infor-
macion en la comprension actual de los contaminantes
preocupantes contenidos en el agua producida y los ries-
gos ambientales y de salud publica asociados para cada
tipo de reutilizacion”.

En su articulo titulado “Los desafios y oportunidades
de reutilizar beneficiosamente el agua producida” pub-
licado en el Foro de Politica y Derecho Ambiental de
Duke, Hardberger explica que los principales contami-
nantes preocupantes en el agua producida incluyen “con-
tenido de sal, aceite y grasa, compuestos relacionados
con los hidrocarburos, compuestos toxicos utilizados en
el proceso de fracturacion hidraulica, compuestos toxi-
cos disueltos de depositos naturales en la formacion y
materiales radiactivos naturales (NORM)”. Continta
sefialando que “el tratamiento es a menudo muy dificil,
imposible o prohibitivo en términos de costos” y “no ex-
isten ni pruebas ni niveles de riesgo para muchos de los
componentes preocupantes’.

Hardberger advierte que “existen pocas normas reg-
ulatorias, si es que hay alguna, para gestionar los ries-
gos ambientales y para la salud humana asociados con la
reutilizacion del agua producida” y que “la reutilizacion
del agua producida fuera del sector del petroleo y el gas
no estd informada actualmente con datos adecuados”.
Parte del problema radica en las “lagunas legales en
materia de informes [que] limitan la capacidad de com-
prender completamente la composicion quimica de los
fluidos de fracturacion hidraulica”. De hecho, los difer-
entes productos quimicos que componen los fluidos de
fracturacion hidraulica de cada empresa estan “sujetos a
protecciones de secreto comercial”. Incluso si se pueden
identificar, “los riesgos de muchos de estos productos
quimicos” son “a menudo desconocidos”.

Independientemente de los riesgos, “el agua produci-
da tratada para la agricultura es un escenario de reuti-
lizacion que se promueve con frecuencia”, porque la ag-
ricultura es el sector que mas agua utiliza. “Sin embargo,
este uso creamuchas vias de exposicion potenciales”,
segiin Hardberger, y “la mayoria de los productos quimi-
cos preocupantes. .. en el agua producida no tienen regu-
laciones establecidas para concentraciones de exposicion
aceptables en alimentos o residuos en la superficie de los

productos, ni tampoco hay estdndares de consumo se-
guro establecidos para frutas, verduras o granos”.

Otros escenarios implican la reutilizacion del agua
producida para recargar acuiferos agotados o aumentar
las aguas superficiales disminuidas en las regiones aridas
donde se lleva a cabo la mayor parte de la fracturacion
hidraulica. Pero también aqui se requiere precaucion,
dice Hardberger, porque “los metales pesados y otros oli-
goelementos, que son comunes en el agua producida, no
se biodegradan y se acumulan en el medio ambiente. ..
y, si el agua subterranea se contamina, es dificil reme-
diarla”.

La Ley de Conservacion y Recuperacion de Recursos
de 1976 (RCRA, por sus siglas en inglés) es la principal
ley federal que regula la eliminacion de desechos. Su ob-
jetivo es proporcionar una “gestion eficaz desde el prin-
cipio hasta el fin de los desechos solidos y peligrosos que
proteja la salud humana y el medio ambiente”, escribe
Hardberger. “En 1988, la EPA codific6 las normas sobre
los desechos de la produccion de petroleo y gas, inclu-
ida el agua producida, para eximirlos de los requisitos
de la RCRA”. La idea era “evitar un efecto paralizante”
en la produccion de petroleo y gas que se habria creado
“por el tiempo y los gastos adicionales asociados con la
eliminacion reglamentaria de desechos. La EPA respaldo
su decision con una evaluacion de que las regulaciones
estatales relacionadas con la eliminacion eran suficien-
tes para proteger la salud humana y el medio ambiente”.
Pero los “programas, en los que se baso la EPA, solo se
aplican a la reutilizacion del agua producida en una ca-
pacidad muy limitada, si es que se aplican”. En otras pa-
labras, el agua producida no sélo no esta suficientemente
cubierta por las regulaciones federales actuales, sino que
también escapa al nivel de escrutinio que merece si se
la destina a otros usos. En el anélisis de Hardberger, “es
antitético afirmar que el agua producida es parte de la
solucidn a los problemas de escasez de agua dulce mien-
tras que aun se disfruta de una exencion regulatoria que
presupone una designacion de residuo peligroso”.

Sin embargo, varios estados “ya reutilizan o descar-
gan agua producida en una capacidad limitada”, lo que
refleja “una gama de niveles de comodidad con la imple-
mentacion”, segiin Hardberger. Tal vez el mejor ejemplo
sea Nuevo México, que esta trabajando estrechamente
“con la EPA para facilitar la colaboracion y garantizar el
desarrollo de estrategias de reutilizacion que protejan la
salud humana y el medio ambiente” al tiempo que busca
“fomentar la conservacion de recursos y las oportuni-
dades economicas”. El enfoque deliberado y basado en
la ciencia de Nuevo México “presenta un modelo para
otros estados”.

Los recientes desastres relacionados con el fracking
en la Cuenca Pérmica, incluidos sumideros, erupciones
similares a géiseres y un creciente lago téxico que pronto
podria sumergir parte de la autopista 1053 al norte de
Fort Stockton, estan aumentando la presion sobre la in-
dustria para reducir los volumenes de agua producida
que inyecta de nuevo en el suelo. Sin embargo, en las
sabias palabras de Hardberger, “Reutilizar el agua pro-
ducida sin una comprension adecuada de... los impactos
potenciales puede resolver un problema mientras crea
muchos mas”.

Visite https://scholarship.law.duke.edu/cgi/viewcon-
tent.cgi?article=1408 &amp;context=delpf para leer el
articulo completo.

Trey Gerfers se desemperia como gerente general del
Distrito de Conservacion de Aguas Subterraneas del
Condado de Presidio. Originario de San Antonio, ha
vivido en Marfa desde 2013 y se puede contactar con él
en tgerfers@pcuwcd.org.

Terlingua Alliance seeking mobile
library coordinator

TERLINGUA — The Big Bend Citizens Alliance is
open for proposals from independent contractors be-
tween now and November 18, 2024. Make a difference
in your community. Help manage and promote the up-
coming Big Bend Mobile Library in south Brewster
County.

The alliance’s mission is to successfully launch and
operate a mobile library, providing library services to
south Brewster County residents at a pre-identified ro-
tation of locations, and at the home-base location of
Canyon View Community Park in Study Butte.

The selected party will be responsible for the follow-
ing:

* Create and maintain a regular, consistent schedule of
locations and hours for the mobile library.

* Advertise location and hours in appropriate outlets
such as the Terlingua Moon and the Big Bend Public

Library’s Facebook page.

 Coordinate with drivers to relocate the mobile li-
brary as needed to maintain the schedule.

* Liaise with designated location managers to facili-
tate the setup and removal of the mobile library.

 Organize, coordinate and supervise volunteers to
assist in running the mobile library during open hours,
including tracking volunteer hours.

* Monitor and respond to email and telephone inqui-
ries pertaining to the mobile library.

* Report to the Big Bend Citizens Alliance Board of
Directors and members at regular meetings.

For more information, including the full text of the
request for proposals, please email us at bookkeeper.
bbca@gmail.com, visit www.BigBendCitizensAl-
liance.org, or call BBCA Treasurer Tonia MacComb at
281-389-0798.
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