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by order of Presidio County

County in
turmoil over
treasurer
position

By ROB D’AMICO
rob@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO COUNTY — On
Monday in a special Commissioners
Court meeting, County Judge Joe
Portillo criticized commissioners
for picking a new county treasurer
that he said was not as qualified as
another candidate and that the retir-
ing treasurer had rallied courthouse
employees to support the chosen
candidate.

That candidate is current County
Clerk Florcita Zubia. Commission-
ers Brenda Bentley, Jose Cabezuela
and David Beebe — precincts 1, 3
and 4 respectively — voted to ap-
point Zubia as treasurer effective
January 1. Voting no on the appoint-
ment were Portillo and Precinct 2
Commissioner Margarito Hernan-
dez.

“This doesn’t pass the smell test,”
Portillo told the court. “If we’re ob-
ligated to do this, we should consid-
er all the options on the table. We
have the opportunity to hire some-
one who has huge experience in
finance. Wouldn't that better serve
us?” Officials supporting Zubia said
they already considered the other
candidate in a previous executive
session and that an appointment
now is important to have continuity
in the office without a vacancy and
with someone who knows court-
house operations well.

At the November 13 Commis-
sioners Court meeting, Presidio
County Treasurer Frances Garcia
announced her retirement from her
position at the end of the year, just
halfway through her third term in
office. The county treasurer is an
elected position in charge of collec-
tion of revenue and managing pay-
ables as well as dispersing money to
departments. In general terms, they
do the county’s books.

Zubia openly expressed interest
in the treasurer position, as did an-
other candidate — Ethel Barriga, a
vice president at 1st Presidio Bank
in Presidio. Portillo said Garcia
had aligned with County Auditor
Alicia Sanchez and several other
courthouse employees in favor of
appointing Zubia. The judge said
Zubia is trained and certified in her
clerk position and has no account-
ing experience. Portillo also said
Garcia could change her mind and
revoke her resignation, which is not
effective until December 31.

Garcia said she is confident that
Zubia can do the job and that she
had already started training her on
filing reports required of her of-
fice. “I don’t see why people are
uncomfortable with this,” she told
the court. “She’s very capable of
doing this job.” Garcia also assured
the court she wouldn’t change her
mind. “I do intend to retire,” she
said. “I’m not going to change my
mind. There’s no way.”

Zubia told The Big Bend Sentinel
previously that she was certain she
could handle the position and she
no longer wanted to be taken away
from her family with numerous re-
sponsibilities required of the county
clerk, like elections. She told the
court Monday that she was offended
by the notion that she wasn’t capable
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Workers install braces on the walls of the historic adobe church in Ruidosa to stabilize the bell tower.
Los trabajadores instalan soportes en las paredes de la historica iglesia de adobe en Ruidosa para estabilizar el campanario.

Ruidosa church restoration
takes bigger leaps forward,
seeks donations

By ROB D’AMICO
rob@bigbendsentinel.com

RUIDOSA — The nonprofit restoring the historic adobe church on the
border in Ruidosa has done significant work on the structure and has se-
cured large grants for future work, but the organization’s leaders say they
still need ongoing funding to support the efforts.

“We’re at a place that is extremely encouraging, but we still need money
to ensure that we can hire the right people to help us with the work,” said
Tom Griffith, president of the Friends of the Ruidosa Church, the nonprofit
restoring the structure.

The nonprofit was recently awarded a $60,000 Historic Preservation
Trust Fund grant through the Texas Historical Commission (THC) and is
applying for historic preservation tax credits in coordination with the THC
that could add up to $240,000 in funding to the project — an amount rough-
ly a quarter of the project’s total cost. The tax credits are sold by brokers to
private businesses that then pay up to 90 cents on the dollar to the nonprofit.

“When you think about how much work goes into raising even $20,000,
the tax credit funding will be an astounding boost to getting our work
done,” said Friends Vice President Mike Green.

Friends also secured a THC historical marker, which will be erected early
next year, and it has applied to place the church on the National Register of
Historic Places.

The Friends group was founded in 2018 to bring the El Corazén Sagrado

(Continued on page 2)

Sanderson rebuilds after
tornado’s devastation

By MARY CANTRELL
mkcantrell@bigbendsentinel.com

SANDERSON — Five months after a tornado struck the small communi-
ty of Sanderson, damaging 25 structures and critically injuring one Border
Patrol agent, those affected by the disaster are rebounding by working to-
gether to rebuild homes and businesses.

“Sanderson is so resilient,” Terrell County Judge Dale Carruthers said.
“We’re picking ourselves up.”

Carruthers said those injured — around 12 individuals who were, for the
most part, treated locally — are “on the road to recovery.” The Border Pa-
trol agent, who was in his mobile home when it was hit by the tornado, is
now with his family recovering and continuing rehabilitation, she said.

The June tornado tore through the Lomita Terrace neighborhood west of
town, destroying several homes, and hit commercial buildings downtown
including Z Bar Trading Co., Kerr Mercantile, Pecos County State Bank
and Ferguson Motors. Two historic structures associated with the bygone
years as a railroad hub were also leveled.

A large-scale clean up soon got underway to remove 5,300 cubic yards
of debris, 5,100 cubic yards of vegetation and 18 tons of tires, according
to Carruthers, who kept detailed records of all of the neighboring counties
who lent a hand, Texas Center on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) debris
removal guidelines and grants received in a notebook.

Detritus was shipped out, recycled, burned and taken to the local landfill.
A temporary debris site, a lot on Legion Street, has finally been cleared. Just
in time for Thanksgiving.

“To have that gone before the holidays was important, because it is not

(Continued on page 2)

La restauracion de la
iglesia de Ruidosa avanza a
pasos agigantados y
busca donaciones

Por ROB D’AMICO
rob@bigbendsentinel.com

RUIDOSA — La organizacion sin fines de lucro que restaura la historica
iglesia de adobe en la frontera en Ruidosa ha realizado un trabajo signifi-
cativo en la estructura y ha conseguido grandes subvenciones para trabajos
futuros, pero los lideres de la organizacion dicen que todavia necesitan fi-
nanciacion continua para apoyar los esfuerzos.

“Estamos en un punto extremadamente alentador, pero todavia necesita-
mos dinero para asegurarnos de que podemos contratar a las personas ade-
cuadas para que nos ayuden con el trabajo”, dijo Tom Griffith, presidente
de Friends of the Ruidosa Church, la organizacion sin fines de lucro que
restaura la estructura.

La organizacion sin fines de lucro recibid recientemente una subvencion
del Fondo Fiduciario de Preservacion Historica de $60,000 a través de la
Comision Historica de Texas (THC) y esta solicitando créditos fiscales para
la preservacion historica en coordinacion con la THC que podrian sumar
hasta $240,000 en financiacion para el proyecto, una cantidad que equiv-
ale aproximadamente a una cuarta parte del costo total del proyecto. Los
créditos fiscales son vendidos por intermediarios a empresas privadas que
luego pagan hasta 90 centavos por délar a la organizacion sin fines de lucro.

(Continda en la pagina 3)

Sanderson se reconstruye
tras la devastacion
del tornado

Por MARY CANTRELL
mkcantrell@wbigbendsentinel.com

SANDERSON — Cinco meses después de que un tornado azotara la
pequeiia comunidad de Sanderson, dafiando 25 estructuras e hiriendo grave-
mente a un agente de la Patrulla Fronteriza, los afectados por el desastre se
estan recuperando trabajando juntos para reconstruir hogares y negocios.

“Sanderson es muy resistente”, dijo el juez del condado de Terrell, Dale
Carruthers. “Nos estamos recuperando”.

Carruthers dijo que los heridos (alrededor de 12 personas que, en su may-
oria, fueron tratadas localmente) estan “en camino a la recuperacion”. El
agente de la Patrulla Fronteriza, que estaba en su casa movil cuando fue
golpeada por el tornado, ahora esta con su familia recuperandose y continta
la rehabilitacion, dijo.

El tornado de junio arrasé el vecindario de Lomita Terrace al oeste de la
ciudad, destruy¢ varias casas y golpeo edificios comerciales en el centro,
incluidos Z Bar Trading Co., Kerr Mercantile, Pecos County State Bank y
Ferguson Motors. También se derrumbaron dos estructuras historicas aso-
ciadas con los afos pasados como centro ferroviario.

Pronto se inici6é una limpieza a gran escala para eliminar 5300 yardas
cubicas de escombros, 5100 yardas ctbicas de vegetacion y 18 toneladas
de neumaticos, segiin Carruthers, que llevaba registros detallados de todos
los condados vecinos que habian colaborado, las directrices de eliminacion
de escombros del Centro de Calidad Ambiental de Texas (TCEQ) y las

(Continua en la pagina 3)

El condado

en Crisis por

el puesto de
tesorero

By ROB D’AMICO
rob@bigbendsentinel.com

CONDADO DE PRESIDIO —
El lunes, en una reunién especial
de la Corte de Comisionados, el
Juez del Condado Joe Portillo crit-
ico6 a los comisionados por elegir
a un nuevo tesorero del condado
que, segun ¢él, no estaba tan cali-
ficado como otro candidato y que
el tesorero que se retiraba habia re-
unido a los empleados del tribunal
para apoyar al candidato elegido.

Esa candidata es la actual Secre-
taria del Condado Florcita Zubia.
Los comisionados Brenda Bentley,
José Cabezuela y David Beebe —
de los distritos 1, 3 y 4 respectiv-
amente— votaron para nombrar a
Zubia como tesorera a partir del
1 de enero. Votaron en contra de
la designacion Portillo y el comi-
sionado del distrito 2 Margarito
Hernandez.

“Esto no pasa la prueba del olf-
ato”, dijo Portillo a la corte. “Si
estamos obligados a hacer esto,
deberiamos considerar todas las
opciones sobre la mesa. Tenemos
la oportunidad de contratar a al-
guien que tiene una gran experi-
encia en finanzas. ;No nos serviria
mejor eso?” Los funcionarios que
apoyan a Zubia dijeron que ya con-
sideraron al otro candidato en una
sesion ejecutiva anterior y que un
nombramiento ahora es importante
para tener continuidad en el cargo
sin una vacante y con alguien que
conozca bien las operaciones del
juzgado.

En la reunion del Tribunal de
Comisionados del 13 de noviem-
bre, la tesorera del condado de Pre-
sidio, Frances Garcia, anuncié su
retiro de su puesto a fines de afio,
justo a la mitad de su tercer man-
dato en el cargo. El tesorero del
condado es un puesto electo a car-
go de la recaudacion de ingresos y
la gestion de las cuentas por pagar,
asi como de distribuir el dinero a
los departamentos. En términos ge-
nerales, llevan la contabilidad del
condado.

Zubia expres® abiertamente su
interés en el puesto de tesorero,
al igual que otra candidata: Eth-
el Barriga, vicepresidenta del Ist
Presidio Bank en Presidio. Portillo
dijo que Garcia se habia alineado
con la auditora del condado Alicia
Sanchez y varios otros empleados
del juzgado a favor de nombrar
a Zubia. El juez dijo que Zubia
esta capacitada y certificada en su
puesto de secretaria y no tiene ex-
periencia en contabilidad. Portillo
también dijo que Garcia podria
cambiar de opinion y revocar su re-
nuncia, que no es efectiva hasta el
31 de diciembre.

Garcia dijo que confia en que
Zubia puede hacer el trabajo y que
ya habia comenzado a capacitarla
sobre como presentar los informes
requeridos por su oficina. “No veo
por qué la gente se siente incomoda
con esto”, dijo al tribunal. “Ella es
muy capaz de hacer este trabajo”.
Garcia también asegur6 al tribunal
que no cambiaria de opinion. “Ten-
go la intencion de jubilarme”, dijo.
“No voy a cambiar de opiniéon. No
hay manera”.

Zubia le dijo anteriormente a The
Big Bend Sentinel que estaba se-
gura de que podia desempeiiar el
puesto y que ya no queria que la
alejaran de su familia con numer-
osas responsabilidades requeridas
del secretario del condado, como
las elecciones. Ella le dijo al tri-
bunal el lunes que estaba ofendida
por la idea de que no era capaz de
ser tesorera. “Basicamente estas
diciendo que no soy capaz sin de-
cirlo”, dijo. “Siento que me es-
tan degradando sin las palabras”.

(Continda en la pagina 4)
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Ruidosa church restoration

(Continued from page 1)

de la Iglesia de Jesus — a Catholic
church built in 1915 whose claims
to fame include what is perhaps
the largest adobe arch in Texas —
back to its original glory, making
it a focal point of the small border
communities and providing a foun-
dation for telling the history and
stories of the area. Only a handful of
people still live in Ruidosa, which
lies about 38 miles west of Presi-
dio on Highway 170, but the town
and its sister town of Candelaria, 12
miles further to the west, still attract
numerous visitors because of their
proximity to the nearby Chinati Hot
Springs resort.

The group envisions the church as
a space for community gatherings
and events. The church was aban-
doned in the 1950s by the Catho-
lic Diocese in El Paso after most
of the population left the area with
the damming of the Rio Grande in
New Mexico and the lack of water
for farming.

The church fell victim to time and
weather, and its adobe bricks began
to crumble. One of its bell towers
collapsed in the early 90s, creating a
temporary blockade on the highway
to Candelaria.

“It’s a beautiful and impressive
place,” Griffith said. “You feel this
sense of awe of how it has survived

so many decades standing almost
alone in one of the most remote
places in the country — a place that
used to be a thriving farm commu-
nity with residents from both sides
of the border making it the center of
their religious life, weddings, bap-
tisms and funerals.”

Efforts in the early 2000s to re-
store the church faded away, and
it looked as though the second bell
tower would eventually collapse. In
2019 the Diocese deeded the land to
Presidio County, who then turned
over the property to the Friends
group. “The formalized nonprofit
with a dedicated and diverse board
has been key to making progress,
even if it's slow but sure,” Griffith
said.

Green, who is a retired architect,
said the $60,000 THC grant will go
toward a Historic Structure Report,
a crucial document that maps out
the history of the structure and the
steps needed to restore it. The grant
requires a $30,000 local match,
which the Friends is seeking from
a foundation. MUDLAB, a local
architectural firm with experience
in adobe construction, will do the
report, which will show foundations
and other funders that Friends “is a
serious organization that has done
its homework,” Green said. He

credited former Friends president
Clara Bensen with doing much of
the work to get the grant.

Even without the report, the non-
profit knew that the remaining bell
tower had to be the first step in
restoration because of the danger
it posed if it collapsed. The group
raised the $45,000 needed for the
work and late last year hired local
adobe expert Joey Benton, who then
used braces to stabilize the church
walls and tower to then make sig-
nificant repairs. It was the first work
done on the church since 2010.

“We’re really happy that work
was successful, but it also put a
big dent in our bank account, and
now we have to focus on getting
enough smaller donations to make
the prospect of bigger ones for the
future work,” Griffith said. For ex-
ample, he said the nonprofit needed
to hire Post Oak Preservation Solu-
tions — a consulting firm that has
spearheaded numerous Texas pres-
ervation projects — to shepherd the
group through its application for the
tax credits. “Spending about a few
thousand to get hundreds of thou-
sands is a no brainer, but you have
to have the money in the bank,” he
said.

Green said that in addition to
future work on the crumbled bell

tower, Friends has its eye on recon-
structing the small arch over the
church’s front door and erecting the
original bell that hung there. “‘Help
us raise the bell’ is going to be our
call to the local community and
those from across Texas interested
in historic preservation,” he said.

It’s not just donations Friends
is seeking since the restoration
needs adobe bricks. Periodic ado-
be brick-making events are held
at the church and in Marfa, allow-
ing volunteers to learn more about
the project and help actually make
the building blocks needed. The
Historic Structures Report may be
able to pinpoint exactly how many
bricks are needed. “That will put
some science into what we need,
rather than my educated guess,”
Green said.

Additionally, Friends traditional-
ly hosts an annual Community Day,
a chance to talk to visitors interest-
ed in restoration and celebrate the
year’s successes with food, drink,
art, music and traditional dances.
The event, usually in the fall, was
moved to the spring, tentatively set
for late March. People that lived in
Ruidosa — or had relatives from the
area — often flock to Community
Day from across the United States
and relate to the Friends group their

Photo by Bill Caudle

The Ruidosa church as it appeared in 1963 after it was abandoned by the

Catholic Church.

knowledge of the history of the area
and its families.

Green said that overall the non-
profit is in a much better place to
make progress than previous ef-
forts. “We now have local exper-
tise, which was not the case 10-15
years ago. In the past these skills
would have been brought in from
New Mexico and Arizona, if avail-
able at all,” he said.

“It’s such a cool project to be in-

volved with,” Griffith said. “My job
is to show others just how cool it
is so that we have a broad founda-
tion of donors and volunteers in the
community to get the job done.”
For more information or to make
a donation, visit ruidosachurch.org.

Disclosure: Rob D’Amico is a
board member of the Friends of the
Ruidosa Church.

Treasurer position

(Continued from page 1)

of being treasurer. “Pretty much you're saying I’m not capable without
saying it.” she said. “I feel like I’'m being degraded without the words.”
Zubia reminded the court that she has handled financials for the busi-
ness she runs and that the accounting world is not foreign to her.

Portillo also told the court that Zubia leaving as clerk would leave a
hole in that critical department and he objected to an elected official
spending so much time acquiring the skill and certifications needed as
a clerk — sometimes paid for by the county — to then jump to a com-

pletely different position. Zubia countered that appointment of a new
clerk would be up to the court, but that she had committed staff in her
office ready to fill the role.

Sanderson tornado

(Continued from page 1)

a normal scene here,” Carruthers said. “We didn’t want our community to
be bogged down with something that would not bring happy memories to
them. We wanted them to feel like we worked extra hard to get them to
where we needed to be, and we met our goal.”

Resident Jake Harper, who operates Ferguson Motors, a cafe and event
venue with wife Hannah, said business is finally returning back to normal.
The back of their structure, the venue side, sustained serious damage from
the storm.

“The tornado, of course, was a huge shock. It was devastating for us as a
business, for a lot of people in town, but the rebuild has been as smooth as
we could ask for given the circumstances,” Harper said. “It’s really been a
mixed blessing. No one wishes for this stuff to happen, but I believe we've
been able to rebuild the building and the venue in the back better than it
was before.”

Front windows of Ferguson Motors that were blown out by the tornado
have since been replaced. The historic structure’s old concrete walls and

stage survived, but everything else was destroyed, prompting the Harpers
to undergo nearly a complete rebuild.

“We ended up doing a whole new structure inside the old walls, a new
steel structure, new roof, everything that comes with it, new doors, win-
dows, power, everything,” Harper said.

Local artists whose works on view were damaged, or “sucked out of the
building,” were quick to replenish their work, Harper said. Ferguson Mo-
tors raised over $20,000 via a GoFundMe. Harper said locals banded to-
gether to help the business get back on its feet.

“There was a huge community outpouring,” Harper said. “We had people
donating their time, their money, their energy. There were people coming to
help clean the place up. We were very lucky to get a lot of the contractors
we needed here to do a lot of the large, heavy lifting and work.”

While “everything is in motion,” with some homeowners having started
the reconstruction process, others are still waiting for contractors, Harper
said.

Resident Beverley Evans, chair of the Terrell County Historical Commis-
sion, sustained damage to her home and offered The Big Bend Sentinel a
list of “a few things I’ve learned” from the tornado strike. Among them are
“the tarps on your damaged roof will never hold until the roof is repaired,”
and “store copies of important documents away from your residence.”

Evans expressed gratitude for those who have helped her, and an eager-
ness to “plant many more trees” after the loss of Afghan pines and a Medi-
terranean cypress near her home.

The population of remote Terrell County, which contains Sanderson and
Dryden, is 760. Carruthers said the community's resilience — apparent in
the “roll up your sleeves and get things cleaned up type of an attitude” —
comes from hardships associated with the locale.

“If you have to drive 64 miles to a store to get groceries, you tend to make
do more than most,” Carruthers said.

Tony Gonzales,

By MATTHEW CHOI
The Texas Tribune

WASHINGTON — U.S. Rep. Tony Gonzales, R-San Antonio, warned
that indiscriminate mass deportations under a new Trump administration
would be unfeasible and damaging to the Republican Party.

“If the message is, “We’re here to deport your abuelita,” that’s not going
to work well,” Gonzales said Sunday on ABC News. “It has to be one of
holding these hardened criminals accountable.”

But Gonzales’ stance got pushback from the right wing of the party. U.S.
Rep. Chip Roy, a hardliner who has led policy for the House Freedom Cau-
cus, asserted that all immigrants in the country who entered illegally must
be deported. Roy has also called for closing the country to legal immigra-
tion until undocumented immigrants are deported.

“Our starting place [for deportation] should be for any individuals who
came here illegally or were released into the U.S. illegally, illegitimately,
by the Harris-Biden-Mayorkas regime,” Roy said Monday. “They need to
be removed. They need to be deported. That is the starting place."

“Congress is going to have to support [Trump], and I frankly don’t want
to hear excuses out of my Republican colleagues,” Roy added in a Fox
Business interview on Monday.

President-elect Donald Trump is vowing mass deportations of undocu-
mented immigrants as soon as he enters the White House, potentially im-
pacting over 11 million people in the country and over 1.7 million people
in Texas. Democrats and immigrants rights activists have denounced the
agenda as inhumane and impossible to realistically execute.

Gonzales asserted that the number of undocumented convicted criminals
is already in the hundreds of thousands and deporting them would already

Chip Roy clash over mass deportation plans

be a considerable logistical challenge.

Other Republicans, including House Speaker Mike Johnson, said the in-
coming Trump administration should focus on “the dangerous persons that
we know are here.”

“Begin there and then see how it transpires,” Johnson said Monday on
CNN.

The nation’s undocumented population includes tax-paying residents who
have lived in the country for years as well as recent arrivals who are waiting
for their asylum claims to make their way through the nation’s backlogged
immigration courts. Over 1.7 million of them live in Texas, according to the
Migration Policy Institute, the second highest number behind California.

Trump is already moving ahead on his agenda of mass deportations. Ste-
phen Miller, an architect of the previous Trump administration’s border
and immigration policy, will return as a top aide in the new Trump White
House. Trump also named Tom Homan, a hardline former acting director of
Immigration and Customs Enforcement, to be his “border czar” last week.
Homan has advocated the removal of all undocumented immigrants and
defended the most controversial aspects of the previous Trump administra-
tion’s border policy, including the separation of parents from their children.

“I got a message to the millions of illegal aliens that Joe Biden has re-
leased into our country in violation of federal law: You better start packing
now,” Homan said during the Republican National Convention this sum-
mer.

The Trump transition team is also planning out the mechanics for mass
deportations, including expanding detention facilities and executive action
reversing protections for migrants from prosecution rolled out by the Biden
administration, CNN reported Monday.

Democrats and immigrants rights groups have expressed horror at the

proposals. The American Civil Liberties Union filed a lawsuit Monday for
more information on the Trump team’s deportation plans. U.S. Rep. Veron-
ica Escobar, D-El Paso, warned that legal U.S. residents and citizens could
get mixed up in mass deportation schemes.

“It is going to be very important for every family that is a mixed status
family, or an undocumented family, or even a family that has legal per-
manent residence, you have to have a plan,” Escobar said. “You need to
connect with advocates and lawyers.”

Congress has failed to pass substantive border or immigration policy for
decades, with successive presidential administrations filling the gaps with
executive orders. House Republicans passed a hardline border security bill
last year shaped by Texas Republicans. The Secure the Border Act would
increase penalties for overstaying visas, require migrants to stay in Mexico
as they seek asylum and prevent migrants from seeking asylum outside of
ports of entry. The bill went nowhere in the Democratic-controlled Senate.

Roy was a major architect of the legislation. Months prior, he introduced
his own bill that would effectively shut down the border and detain asy-
lum seekers. He and Gonzales openly feuded over the bill, which Gonzales
said would end asylum. Gonzales called Roy’s legislation un-American and
un-Christian, labels that angered Roy.

Even with the Secure the Border Act passed, Roy and Gonzales continued
to have frosty relations into the elections, with Gonzales denouncing Roy’s
far-right wing of the party as “scumbags” and Klansmen for voting against
foreign aid for U.S. allies. Shortly afterward, Roy endorsed Gonzales’ pri-
mary challenger, Brandon Herrera, whom Gonzales defeated in a primary
runoff in May.

This article was originally published in the Texas Tribune on November
18 at www.texastribune.com.

UT System will expand free tuition and fees to all undergraduates
whose families make $100,000 or less

By KATE MCGEE
The Texas Tribune

The University of Texas System is expanding its free tuition program so
undergraduate students whose families make $100,000 or less will receive
free tuition and fees starting next fall.

A committee of the UT Board of Regents gave preliminary approval to
expand the Promise Plus Program on Wednesday. The full board will take
a final vote Thursday. Once approved, the system will send $35 million
directly to the universities to support the expansion which will apply to
eligible students at all nine universities.

“To be in a position to make sure our students can attend a UT institution
without accruing more debt is very important to all of us, and as long as
we are here, we will continue our work to provide an affordable, accessible
education to all who choose to attend a UT institution,” Board Chair Kevin
Eltife said in a statement.

Students must be Texas residents enrolled full time in an undergraduate
program and apply for applicable state and financial aid to qualify.

The expansion is the latest move by the regents to make college more
affordable for students. In 2019, the regents created a $167 million endow-
ment at the University of Texas at Austin to provide free tuition and fees
for in-state undergraduate students whose families make less than $65,000;
it also provided tuition support to students from families who made under
$125,000. Three years later, regents established the Promise Plus Program
with a $300 million endowment fund to help other UT System universities
expand their existing financial aid programs.

According to the UT System, the University of Texas at El Paso expand-
ed the income threshold for free tuition from $60,000 to $75,000, reaching
75% of households in the region.

In recent years, many universities and community colleges in Texas and
across the country have launched similar tuition programs to increase col-
lege access for low-income students and to encourage enrollment for those
who might be hesitant to take on student debt. Many universities structure
these programs so they pay what’s left on a student’s tuition bill after feder-
al or state grants have been applied.

The $35 million will come from endowment distributions, the Available

University Fund — investment returns from a state fund that provides mon-
ey from the UT System — and other resources, the system said in a press
release.

The money will immediately expand the number of UT System students
who will receive free tuition and fees next year, and also ensure the Promise
Plus program is supported in perpetuity.

“Across UT institutions, enrollment is growing, and student debt is de-
clining, indicating success in both access and affordability,” said Chancel-
lor James Milliken in a statement. “That’s a rare trend in American higher
education, and I’m proud the UT System is in a position to be a leader.”

Since launching the original free tuition program, the percentage of UT
System graduates with debt has declined from 54% in 2019 to 48% in 2023,
according to the UT System.

The Texas Tribune partners with Open Campus on higher education
coverage. This article was originally published on November 20 by the
Texas Tribune at www.texastribune.org.



Restauracion de la iglesia de Ruidosa

(Continuacién de la pagina 1)

“Cuando piensas en cuanto trabajo se necesita para recaudar incluso
$20,000, la financiacion del crédito fiscal sera un impulso asombroso para
hacer nuestro trabajo”, dijo el vicepresidente de Friends, Mike Green.

Friends también consiguioé un marcador histérico de THC, que se erigird a
principios del proximo afio, y ha solicitado colocar la iglesia en el Registro
Nacional de Lugares Historicos.

El grupo Friends se fund6 en 2018 para devolverle a El Corazon Sagrado
de la Iglesia de Jesus, una iglesia catolica construida en 1915 cuya fama
incluye lo que es quizas el arco de adobe mas grande de Texas, su gloria
original, convirtiéndola en un punto focal de las pequefias comunidades
fronterizas y proporcionando una base para contar la historia y las historias
del area. En Ruidosa, que se encuentra a unos 61 kilometros al oeste de
Presidio por la carretera 170, todavia viven unas pocas personas, pero la
ciudad y su ciudad hermana, Candelaria, a 19 kilometros al oeste, siguen
atrayendo a numerosos visitantes debido a su proximidad al cercano com-
plejo turistico Chinati Hot Springs.

El grupo imagina la iglesia como un espacio para reuniones y eventos co-
munitarios. La iglesia fue abandonada en la década de 1950 por la diocesis
catolica de El Paso después de que la mayoria de la poblacion abandonara
la zona con la construccion de una represa en el rio Grande en Nuevo Méx-
ico y la falta de agua para la agricultura.

La iglesia fue victima del tiempo y el clima, y sus ladrillos de adobe
comenzaron a desmoronarse. Uno de sus campanarios se derrumbo a prin-
cipios de los afios 90, lo que cred un bloqueo temporal en la carretera a

Candelaria.

"Es un lugar hermoso e impresionante", dijo Griffith. “Uno siente una
sensacion de asombro al ver como ha sobrevivido durante tantas décadas
practicamente sola en uno de los lugares mas remotos del pais, un lugar que
solia ser una comunidad agricola prospera con residentes de ambos lados
de la frontera que la convertian en el centro de su vida religiosa, bodas,
bautismos y funerales”.

Los esfuerzos de principios de la década de 2000 para restaurar la iglesia
fracasaron y parecia que el segundo campanario acabaria por derrumbarse.
En 2019, la Didcesis cedi6 el terreno al condado de Presidio, que luego
entregd la propiedad al grupo Friends. “La organizacion sin fines de lucro
formalizada con una junta directiva dedicada y diversa ha sido clave para
lograr avances, aunque sea lento pero seguro”, dijo Griffith.

Green dijo que ademas de los trabajos futuros en el campanario derrum-
bado, Friends tiene la vista puesta en reconstruir el pequefio arco sobre la
puerta principal de la iglesia y erigir la campana original que colgaba alli.
“‘Aytdennos a levantar la campana’ sera nuestro llamado a la comunidad
local y a aquellos de todo Texas interesados en la preservacion historica”,
dijo.

Friends no solo busca donaciones, ya que la restauracion necesita ladril-
los de adobe. Se realizan eventos periddicos de fabricacion de ladrillos de
adobe en la iglesia y en Marfa, lo que permite a los voluntarios aprender
mas sobre el proyecto y ayudar a fabricar los bloques de construccion nece-
sarios. El Informe de Estructuras Historicas puede ser capaz de determinar
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exactamente cuantos ladrillos se necesitan. “Eso pondra algo de ciencia en
lo que necesitamos, en lugar de mi suposicion fundamentada”, dijo Green.

Ademas, Friends organiza tradicionalmente un Dia de la Comunidad anu-
al, una oportunidad para hablar con los visitantes interesados en la restaura-
cion y celebrar los éxitos del afo con comida, bebida, arte, musica y bailes
tradicionales. El evento, que normalmente se realiza en otofio, se traslado a
la primavera, programado tentativamente para fines de marzo. Las personas
que vivian en Ruidosa (o tenian parientes de la zona) suelen acudir al Dia
de la Comunidad desde todos los Estados Unidos y transmiten al grupo de
Amigos su conocimiento de la historia de la zona y de sus familias.

Green dijo que, en general, la organizacion sin fines de lucro estd en una
posicion mucho mejor para avanzar que los esfuerzos anteriores. “Ahora
tenemos experiencia local, lo que no era el caso hace 10 o 15 afios. En el
pasado, estas habilidades se habrian traido de Nuevo México y Arizona, si
es que estaban disponibles”, dijo.

“Es un proyecto genial en el que participar”, dijo Griffith. “Mi trabajo es
mostrarles a los demas lo genial que es para que tengamos una amplia base
de donantes y voluntarios en la comunidad para hacer el trabajo”.

Para obtener mas informacion o hacer una donacion, visite noisesachurch.
org.

Divulgacion: Rob D'Amico es miembro de la junta directiva de los Amigos
de la Iglesia de Ruidosa.

Sanderson tornado

(Continuacioén de la pagina 1)

subvenciones recibidas en un cuaderno.

Se enviaron los escombros, se reciclaron, se quemaron
y se llevaron al vertedero local. Finalmente se limpi6 un
sitio de escombros temporal, un lote en Legion Street.
Justo a tiempo para el Dia de Accion de Gracias.

"Fue importante que se fueran antes de las vacaciones,
porque no es una escena normal aqui", dijo Carruthers.
"No queriamos que nuestra comunidad se viera empan-
tanada con algo que no les traeria recuerdos felices.
Queriamos que sintieran que trabajamos muy duro para
llevarlos a donde necesitdbamos estar, y cumplimos
nuestro objetivo".

El residente Jake Harper, que opera Ferguson Motors,
una cafeteria y lugar de eventos con su esposa Hannah,
dijo que el negocio finalmente esta volviendo a la nor-
malidad. La parte trasera de su estructura, el lado del
lugar, sufri6 graves dafios por la tormenta.

“El tornado, por supuesto, fue un gran impacto. Fue

devastador para nosotros como negocio, para mucha
gente de la ciudad, pero la reconstruccion ha sido tan
sencilla como podriamos pedir dadas las circunstan-
cias”, dijo Harper. “Realmente ha sido una bendicién a
medias. Nadie desea que sucedan estas cosas, pero creo
que hemos podido reconstruir el edificio y el lugar en la
parte trasera mejor que antes”.

Las ventanas delanteras de Ferguson Motors que vo-
laron por el tornado ya fueron reemplazadas. Las anti-
guas paredes de hormigén y el escenario de la estruc-
tura historica sobrevivieron, pero todo lo demas quedo
destruido, lo que llevo a los Harper a someterse a una
reconstruccion casi completa.

“Terminamos haciendo una estructura completamente
nueva dentro de las paredes viejas, una nueva estructura
de acero, un techo nuevo, todo lo que conlleva, nuevas
puertas, ventanas, electricidad, todo”, dijo Harper.

Los artistas locales cuyas obras en exhibicion fueron

dafiadas o “extraidas del edificio” se apresuraron a re-
poner su trabajo, dijo Harper. Ferguson Motors recaudo
mas de $20,000 a través de GoFundMe. Harper dijo que
los lugarefios se unieron para ayudar al negocio a recu-
perarse.

“Hubo una gran efusion de la comunidad”, dijo Harp-
er. “Tuvimos gente donando su tiempo, su dinero, su
energia. Hubo gente que vino a ayudar a limpiar el
lugar. Tuvimos mucha suerte de conseguir muchos de
los contratistas que necesitibamos aqui para hacer gran
parte del trabajo pesado y de gran tamafio”.

Si bien “todo esta en movimiento”, con algunos pro-
pietarios que han comenzado el proceso de reconstruc-
cion, otros todavia estan esperando a los contratistas,
dijo Harper.

La residente Beverley Evans, presidenta de la Comis-
16n Histérica del Condado de Terrell, sufrié danos en
su casa y ofreci6é a The Big Bend Sentinel una lista de

“algunas cosas que he aprendido” del tornado. Entre el-
las se encuentran “las lonas en el techo dafiado nunca se
sostendran hasta que se repare el techo” y “guarde co-
pias de documentos importantes lejos de su residencia”.

Evans expreso su gratitud por quienes la ayudaron y su
entusiasmo por “plantar muchos mas arboles” después
de la pérdida de pinos afganos y un ciprés mediterraneo
cerca de su casa.

La poblacion del remoto condado de Terrell, que con-
tiene Sanderson y Dryden, es de 760 habitantes. Car-
ruthers dijo que la resiliencia de la comunidad, eviden-
te en la actitud de “arremangarse y limpiar las cosas”,
proviene de las dificultades asociadas con la localidad.

“Si tiene que conducir 64 millas hasta una tienda para
comprar alimentos, tiende a arreglarselas mas que la
mayoria”, dijo Carruthers.

Tony Gonzales y Chip Roy chocan por planes de deportacion masiva

La advertencia de Gonzales de que las deportaciones masivas de inmigrantes indocumentados son inviables fue rechazada por Roy,

Por MATTHEW CHOI
The Texas Tribune

WASHINGTON — El representante estadounidense
Tony Gonzales, republicano por San Antonio, advirtid
que las deportaciones masivas indiscriminadas bajo una
nueva administracion de Trump serian inviables y per-
judiciales para el Partido Republicano.

“Si el mensaje es, ‘Estamos aqui para deportar a tu
abuelita’, eso no va a funcionar bien”, dijo Gonzales
el domingo en ABC News. “Tiene que ser uno de estos
criminales empedernidos rindan cuentas”.

Pero la postura de Gonzales recibi6 el rechazo del ala
derecha del partido. El representante estadounidense
Chip Roy, un intransigente que ha liderado la politica
del Caucus de la Libertad de la Camara de Represen-
tantes, afirmé que todos los inmigrantes en el pais que
ingresaron ilegalmente deben ser deportados. Roy tam-
bién ha pedido cerrar el pais a la inmigracion legal hasta
que se deporte a los inmigrantes indocumentados.

“Nuestro punto de partida [para la deportacion] de-
beria ser para cualquier individuo que haya llegado
aqui ilegalmente o que haya sido liberado ilegalmente,
ilegitimamente, en Estados Unidos por el régimen de
Harris-Biden-Mayorkas”, dijo Roy el lunes. “Necesitan
ser expulsados. Necesitan ser deportados. Ese es el pun-
to de partida".

"El Congreso tendra que apoyar a [Trump] y, fran-
camente, no quiero escuchar excusas de mis colegas
republicanos", agregé Roy en una entrevista con Fox
Business el lunes.

El presidente electo Donald Trump esta prometiendo

deportaciones masivas de inmigrantes indocumentados
tan pronto como entre en la Casa Blanca, lo que poten-
cialmente afectaria a mas de 11 millones de personas
en el pais y mas de 1,7 millones de personas en Texas.
Los democratas y los activistas de los derechos de los
inmigrantes han denunciado la agenda como inhumana
e imposible de ejecutar de manera realista.

Gonzales afirm6 que el nimero de criminales convic-
tos indocumentados ya se encuentra en cientos de miles
y que deportarlos ya seria un desafio logistico consid-
erable.

Otros republicanos, incluido el presidente de la
Cémara de Representantes, Mike Johnson, dijeron que
la administracion entrante de Trump deberia centrarse
en "las personas peligrosas que sabemos que estan
aqui".

“Hay que empezar por ahi y luego ver como se desar-
rolla”, dijo Johnson el lunes en CNN.

La poblacion indocumentada del pais incluye a resi-
dentes que pagan impuestos y que han vivido en el pais
durante afios, asi como a los recién llegados que estan
esperando que sus solicitudes de asilo se tramiten en los
tribunales de inmigracion del pais, que estan atrasados.
Mas de 1,7 millones de ellos viven en Texas, segun el
Instituto de Politica Migratoria, la segunda cifra mas
alta después de California.

Trump ya esta avanzando en su agenda de deporta-
ciones masivas. Stephen Miller, arquitecto de la politi-
ca fronteriza y migratoria de la administracion Trump
anterior, volvera como uno de los principales asesores
de la nueva Casa Blanca de Trump. Trump también
nombro a Tom Homan, un ex director interino de linea

quien dijo que todos los que estan en el pais ilegalmente deben ser deportados.

dura del Servicio de Inmigracion y Control de Adua-
nas, como su “zar fronterizo” la semana pasada. Homan
ha abogado por la expulsion de todos los inmigrantes
indocumentados y ha defendido los aspectos mas con-
trovertidos de la politica fronteriza de la administracion
Trump anterior, incluida la separacion de los padres de
sus hijos. “Tengo un mensaje para los millones de in-
migrantes ilegales que Joe Biden ha liberado en nuestro
pais en violacion de la ley federal: es mejor que emp-
iecen a hacer las maletas ahora”, dijo Homan durante la
Convencion Nacional Republicana este verano.

El equipo de transicion de Trump también esta pla-
neando la mecéanica de las deportaciones masivas, in-
cluida la expansion de los centros de detencion y la
accion ejecutiva que revierte las protecciones para los
migrantes contra el enjuiciamiento implementadas por
la administracion Biden, informé CNN el lunes.

Los democratas y los grupos de derechos de los in-
migrantes han expresado su horror por las propuestas.
La Union Estadounidense por las Libertades Civiles
presentd una demanda el lunes para obtener mas infor-
macién sobre los planes de deportacion del equipo de
Trump. La representante estadounidense Veronica Es-
cobar, democrata de El Paso, advirtié que los residentes
y ciudadanos legales de Estados Unidos podrian verse
involucrados en planes de deportacion masiva.

“Va a ser muy importante que cada familia que sea
una familia de estatus mixto, o una familia indocumen-
tada, o incluso una familia que tenga residencia per-
manente legal, tenga un plan”, dijo Escobar. “Necesita
conectarse con defensores y abogados™.

El Congreso no ha logrado aprobar politicas fronter-

izas o migratorias sustanciales durante décadas, y las
sucesivas administraciones presidenciales han llenado
los vacios con dordenes ejecutivas. Los republicanos de
la Camara de Representantes aprobaron un proyecto de
ley de seguridad fronteriza de linea dura el aiio pasado
disefiado por los republicanos de Texas. La Ley de Se-
guridad Fronteriza aumentaria las sanciones por que-
darse mas tiempo del permitido por las visas, exigiria
a los migrantes que se quedaran en México mientras
buscan asilo y evitaria que los migrantes busquen asilo
fuera de los puertos de entrada. El proyecto de ley no
prosper6 en el Senado controlado por los democratas.

Roy fue uno de los principales arquitectos de la leg-
islacion. Meses antes, presentd su propio proyecto de
ley que efectivamente cerraria la frontera y detendria
a los solicitantes de asilo. El y Gonzales se pelearon
abiertamente por el proyecto de ley, que segun Gonza-
les pondria fin al asilo. Gonzales califico la legislacion
de Roy de antiamericana y anticristiana, etiquetas que
enfurecieron a Roy.

Incluso con la aprobacion de la Ley de Seguridad
Fronteriza, Roy y Gonzales siguieron teniendo rela-
ciones frias hasta las elecciones, y Gonzales denuncio6
al ala de extrema derecha del partido de Roy como
"escoria" y miembros del Ku Klux Klan por votar en
contra de la ayuda exterior para los aliados de Estados
Unidos. Poco después, Roy apoy¢ al rival de Gonzales
en las primarias, Brandon Herrera, a quien Gonzales
derrot6 en una segunda vuelta en mayo.

Este articulo fue publicado originalmente en el Texas
Tribune el 18 de noviembre en www.texastribune.com.

Trece migrantes rescatados en el
Parque Nacional Big Bend

De la Oficina de Aduanas y
Proteccion Fronteriza de EE. UU.

MARFA: Agentes de la Patrulla Fronteriza de EE.
UU. del Sector Big Bend y guardabosques del Servi-
cio de Parques Nacionales rescataron a 13 migrantes
en el Parque Nacional Big Bend el 16 de noviembre,
después de recibir una llamada de socorro.

Los migrantes, incluidos varios niflos, fueron en-
contrados en un area extremadamente remota cerca
de San Vicente Road después de ser abandonados por
traficantes de personas. A pesar del terreno acciden-
tado, todos los migrantes fueron rescatados después
de que uno de ellos llamara al 911. Fueron evaluados
por un técnico médico de emergencia del Servicio
de Parques Nacionales y se los encontrd en buenas
condiciones.

"Este rescate resalta la indiferencia que tienen las
organizaciones de contrabando por la vida humana",
dijo el agente jefe interino de la patrulla, Marco Cer-
vantes. "Este viaje es especialmente peligroso para

los nifios, que a menudo se encuentran en situaciones
que amenazan la vida sin comida, agua o refugio
adecuados. Nuestros agentes estdin comprometidos
a proteger las vidas humanas e instamos a todos a
evitar depositar confianza en estas redes criminales.
A los contrabandistas no les importan las vidas hu-
manas, solo les importan las ganancias”.

El Parque Nacional Big Bend se extiende por mas
de 800.000 acres de terreno accidentado a lo largo
de la frontera entre Estados Unidos y México, donde
el calor extremo, las noches frias y la escasez de
agua crean condiciones que ponen en peligro la vida.
Muchos migrantes, incluidas familias con nifios, son
atraidos por los contrabandistas con falsas promesas
de un viaje seguro y facil, s6lo para ser abandonados
en este entorno inhdspito.

El rescate subraya la importancia de la colabo-
racion entre la Patrulla Fronteriza de Estados Unidos
y el Servicio de Parques Nacionales en los esfuerzos
por salvar vidas.
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El Sistema de la Universidad de Texas ampliara la matricula y las tasas gratuitas a
todos los estudiantes universitarios cuyas familias ganan $100,000 o menos

Por KATE MCGEE
The Texas Tribune

El Sistema de la Universidad de Texas esta am-
pliando su programa de matricula gratuita para que
los estudiantes universitarios cuyas familias ganan
$100,000 o menos reciban matricula y tasas gratuitas
a partir del proximo otofio.

Un comité de la Junta de Regentes de la Univer-
sidad de Texas dio la aprobacion preliminar para
ampliar el Programa Promise Plus el miércoles. La
junta en pleno realizard una votacion final el jueves.
Una vez aprobado, el sistema enviara $35 millones
directamente a las universidades para apoyar la ex-
pansion que se aplicard a los estudiantes elegibles en
las nueve universidades.

“Estar en condiciones de garantizar que nuestros
estudiantes puedan asistir a una institucion de la UT
sin acumular mas deudas es muy importante para to-
dos nosotros, y mientras estemos aqui, continuare-
mos nuestro trabajo para brindar una educacion ase-

quible y accesible a todos los que elijan asistir a una
institucion de la UT”, dijo el presidente de la junta,
Kevin Eltife, en un comunicado.

Los estudiantes deben ser residentes de Texas in-
scritos a tiempo completo en un programa de pregra-
do y solicitar la ayuda estatal y financiera correspon-
diente para calificar.

La expansion es la ultima medida de los regentes
para hacer que la universidad sea mas asequible para
los estudiantes. En 2019, los regentes crearon una
dotacion de $167 millones en la Universidad de Tex-
as en Austin para brindar matricula y tarifas gratu-
itas para estudiantes universitarios del estado cuyas
familias ganan menos de $65,000; también brindd
apoyo para la matricula a estudiantes de familias que
ganaban menos de $125,000. Tres afios después, los
regentes establecieron el Programa Promise Plus con
un fondo de dotacion de $300 millones para ayudar
a otras universidades del Sistema UT a expandir sus
programas de ayuda financiera existentes.

Segun el Sistema UT, la Universidad de Texas en El

Paso amplié el umbral de ingresos para la matricula
gratuita de $60,000 a $75,000, alcanzando al 75% de
los hogares de la region.

En los ultimos anos, muchas universidades y cole-
gios comunitarios en Texas y en todo el pais han lan-
zado programas de matricula similares para aumentar
el acceso a la universidad para estudiantes de bajos
ingresos y para alentar la inscripcion para aquellos
que podrian dudar en asumir deudas estudiantiles.
Muchas universidades estructuran estos programas
de manera que paguen lo que queda en la factura de
la matricula de un estudiante después de que se hayan
aplicado las subvenciones federales o estatales.

Los $35 millones provendran de distribuciones de
donaciones, el Fondo Universitario Disponible (re-
tornos de inversion de un fondo estatal que propor-
ciona dinero del Sistema UT) y otros recursos, dijo el
sistema en un comunicado de prensa.

El dinero ampliard de inmediato el namero de es-
tudiantes del Sistema UT que recibiran matricula y
tarifas gratuitas el proximo aflo, y también garan-

tizara que el programa Promise Plus sea respaldado
a perpetuidad.

“En todas las instituciones de la UT, la matricu-
la esta aumentando y la deuda estudiantil esta dis-
minuyendo, lo que indica un €xito tanto en el acceso
como en la asequibilidad”, dijo el rector James Mil-
liken en un comunicado. “Esa es una tendencia poco
comun en la educacion superior estadounidense, y
estoy orgulloso de que el sistema de la UT esté en
condiciones de ser un lider”.

Desde el lanzamiento del programa original de
matricula gratuita, el porcentaje de graduados del
sistema de la UT con deuda ha disminuido del 54 %
en 2019 al 48 % en 2023, segun el sistema de la UT.

El Texas Tribune se asocia con Open Campus para
la cobertura de la educacion superior. Este articulo
fue publicado originalmente el 20 de noviembre por
el Texas Tribune en www.texastribune.org.

Thirteen migrants rescued in Big Bend National Park

From the U.S. Customs and Border Protection

MARFA — U.S. Border Patrol Agents from the Big Bend Sector and
National Park Service Rangers rescued 13 migrants in Big Bend Nation-
al Park on November 16, after receiving a distress call.

The migrants, including several children, were found in an extremely
remote area near San Vicente Road after being abandoned by human
smugglers. Despite the rugged terrain, all the migrants were rescued af-
ter one of the migrants called 911. They were evaluated by a National

Park Service emergency medical technician and were found in good con-
dition.

“This rescue highlights the indifference smuggling organizations
have for human life,” said Acting Chief Patrol Agent Marco Cervantes.
“This journey is especially perilous for children, who are often placed in
life-threatening situations without adequate food, water or shelter. Our
agents are committed to protecting human lives and we urge everyone
to avoid placing trust in these criminal networks. Smugglers do not care
about human lives — they only care about profits.”

Big Bend National Park spans more than 800,000 acres of rugged
terrain along the U.S.-Mexico border, where extreme heat, cold nights,
and scarce water create life-threatening conditions. Many migrants, in-
cluding families with children, are lured by false promises of a safe and
easy journey from smugglers, only to be abandoned in this inhospitable
environment.

The rescue underscores the importance of the partnership between the
U.S. Border Patrol and the National Park Service in life-saving efforts.

“Texas Landowner Border Law Handbook’ now available

By Texas A&M Agrilife

To help address a variety of questions and provide a go-to resource on
potential legal issues Texas landowners may face relating to the border, a
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service expert and others have developed
the Texas Landowner Border Law Handbook.

The free, 23-page handbook addresses the general legal ramifications
associated with the increase in border crossings and threats to private prop-
erty. It also provides information regarding law enforcement, federal and
state jurisdiction, landowner liability and other important legal consider-
ations.

Texas landowners along the Texas-Mexico border face numerous chal-
lenges in protecting their land and property, said Tiffany Lashmet, J.D.,
AgriLife Extension agricultural law specialist in the Texas A&M Depart-
ment of Agricultural Economics, Amarillo, and one of the publication’s
authors.

“We hope this new handbook will go a long way toward helping Texas

border landowners better understand various legal issues,” Lashmet said.
“And while it does not hold all the answers, we believe it provides a useful
overview of relevant statutory and case law concerning the issues facing
Texas landowners along the border.”

The border between Texas and Mexico makes up 64% of the U.S. south-
ern boundary with Mexico, according to the Texas Department of Trans-
portation. The 1,254 miles of common border are joined by 28 international
bridges and border crossings.

At least 32 Texas counties lie within 100 miles of the border with Mex-
ico, with issues that arise from the border directly impacting the lives and
livelihoods of residents. These issues vary from economic development,
citizen security, drug control, migration and human trafficking to environ-
mental protection and public health.

With an increase of illegal crossings at the Texas-Mexico border, Tex-
as communities and landowners have seen an increase in migrant traffic
through their properties and growth in damages associated with it.

“What are sometimes overlooked or insufficiently addressed in border

policy discussions are the direct impacts of border crossings on Texas land-
owners and producers who live and operate in the counties adjacent to the
border,” Lashmet said.

Along with Lashmet, other handbook authors are James Bradbury of
James D. Bradbury PLLC, Austin/Fort Worth, and students Hagan Wright
and Amy Blake Teague, with the Texas A&M University School of Law
and the Texas Tech University School of Law, respectively.

Handbook content has been categorized into the following sections:

*  Current State of the Border

Who Has Jurisdiction?

Texas Law for Landowners

Frequently Asked Questions

Best Practices for Landowners
There is also a section with contact information for Texas law enforce-
ment agencies. An online version of the handbook can be found at agrilife.
org/texasaglaw/files/2024/10/Texas-Landowner-Border-Law-Handbook.
pdf

Open Enroliment: November 1

Deadline: December 15
For Health Insurance
through the MarketPlace

Need'an'affordable
Health'Insurance?

Preventative Care Health Services

Formerly known as
Presidio County Health Services

Call 432-229-3030 ask for VIRI for an appointment

Family Health Services of Alpine
1605 North Fort Davis Highway Ste. B
Alpine Texas
432-837-4812

EMAIL ADS@BIGBENDSENTINEL.COM FOR
ADVERTISING RATES

Puesto de tesorero

(Continuacion de la pagina 1)

Zubia record¢ al tribunal que ha manejado las finanzas de la empresa que
dirige y que el mundo de la contabilidad no le es ajeno.

Portillo también le dijo al tribunal que la salida de Zubia como secretar-
ia dejaria un vacio en ese departamento critico y se opuso a que un funcio-
nario electo pasara tanto tiempo adquiriendo las habilidades y certifica-

ciones necesarias como secretaria (a veces pagadas por el condado) para
luego pasar a un puesto completamente diferente. Zubia respondid que el
nombramiento de un nuevo secretario dependeria del tribunal, pero que
ella tenia personal comprometido en su oficina listo para ocupar el puesto.

Public Notice
Notice of Public Meeting
to Discuss the Presidio ISD
State Financial Accountability
Rating. Presidio ISD will hold
a public meeting at 6:30 p.m.
on December 17, 2024, in the
Board Room at the Presi-
dio Administration Building
on 701 E. Market Street in
Presidio, Texas. The purpose
of this meeting is to discuss
the Presidio ISD rating on the
State’s Financial Accountabil-
ity System.
11/28 and 12/5

Preventative
Health Care Services
is hiring for the

following
positions:
Nurse Supervisor,
Director of Nursing
Nurses (CMA, CNA,
LVN, RN, MA, Full Time
or Part Time: Regular or
Evening hours), Dental
Hygienist
For Information on
application please call
Cathy 432-837-4812

The City of Presidio Utilities

Beginning November 1st, 2024 Utility Rates will increase 2%, and
will reflect on the December 2024 utility bill. The City of Presidio
Utility Rates will increase by 2% approved by Utility Ordinances;
Waste Water Rates Ordinance 2022-12, Water Ordinance 2022-
13, and Landfill Ordinance 2022-14. There is a 2% credit card pro-
cessing fee for every credit card transaction (On the phone, in
person, and/or online payments) will be paid by the customer.
The last day to pay your December Utility Bill will be on Decem-
ber 16th. After which a 10% late fee will be added to your bill by
ordinance approval.

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS PAPER

Harper

Hardware,

From AC Repair Parts to Plumbing.
For all of your Commercial and
Residential needs.

101 O’Riley St.
Presidio, TX 7984
432-229-3256
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