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Marfa High School junior Alejandro Rodriguez goes up for two points as he continues to lead Marfa’s offense this season with points scored.
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Local school districts react to possible 
ICE investigations

Years later, death certificates for Porvenir 
massacre victims still in limbo
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New Marfa city manager to start in March

By MARY CANTRELL
mkcantrell@bigbendsentinel.com

TRI-COUNTY — Local school 
districts across the Big Bend are 
grappling with how new federally-
mandated immigration enforcement 
directives might impact their 
campuses. 

The Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS) changed guidelines 
on January 21 to allow Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
agents to make arrests at “sensitive 
areas,” including schools, churches 
and hospitals, spaces that had been 
protected since 2011. 

States cannot deny undocumented 

children access to K-12 schools 
— as ruled in the 1982 landmark 
Supreme Court Case Plyler v. 
Doe — and schools are prohibited 
from inquiring about a student’s 
immigration status.

Local district leaders including 
Alpine ISD Superintendent Michelle 
Rinehart and Marfa ISD Interim 
Superintendent Arturo Alferez said 
they were assured by local DHS 
officials that schools are not the 
focus of current ICE investigations. 
Other superintendents from Fort 
Davis and Valentine ISDs and 
Terlingua CSD said they had not 
yet been contacted by any federal 
agency. 

DHS and ICE did not respond to 
a request for comment on agency 
communications with local school 
districts.

Alferez said Marfa ISD teachers 
and administrators have voiced 
concerns about immigration 
enforcement officers showing up 
on campus. “You just don’t want 
the disruption in the classroom,” 
Alferez said. “You see what's 
happening in bigger cities. You see 
it on social media, on the news, 
and you're like, well, is that gonna 
happen here?” 

“If you're at our doors and you're 
here to pick up students, we're going 
to do everything we can to protect 

our students,” he added.
Rinehart said the understanding 

that “there's truly no changes in 
terms of immigration actions or the 
potential for immigration actions on 
district property” came from DHS 
officials who the district has “strong 
partnerships” with, in addition to 
relationships with Customs and 
Border Protection officials. 

“Historically, federal and state 
law enforcement don't conduct 
immigration actions on district 
property, and we don't anticipate 
that changing moving forward,” 
Rinehart said. 

Rinehart and Alferez said DHS 
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members 

get first look 
at MAC 

renovation
By MARY CANTRELL
mkcantrell@bigbendsentinel.com 

MARFA — Marfa City Council 
Members and city staff got a 
first look at $650,000 worth of 
renovations to the Marfa Activities 
Center (MAC) this week. 

Upgrades, including a new 
polished concrete floor, tin walls, 
modern bathrooms, a stage and 
serving station, were made to 
the back part of the building, a 
massive, open space the city rents 
out for events that also serves 
as the emergency shelter for the 
north side of the railroad tracks.   

The project began in July and 
is expected to be completed by 
contractor 6 Roses Construction 
at the end of this week, just in 
time for its first facility rental 
on Saturday. A MAC grand 
reopening for the community is 
forthcoming this spring, city staff 
said, hopefully coinciding with 
the completion and opening of the 
Coffield Park splashpad. (Long 
awaited updates to the Coffield 
Park gazebo are still experiencing 
construction delays.) 

The entrance to the MAC rental 
space, which now features an 
awning, has been relocated to 
the back, rather than the side, of 
the building, and a preexisting 
hallway that connected the rental 
venue to the Nutrition Center, 
pool, and other offices has been 
walled off.  

The old dark green walls and 
insulation and chicken wire ceiling 
have been replaced, allowing for 
a refreshed look. New bathrooms 
feature honeycomb tile, and a 
farm-style metal serving station 
is outfitted with string lights and a 
butcher block counter. 

Tourism Director Jennifer 
Connors said the building updates 
were long overdue and should help 
attract more rental clients. She 
said she’s looking forward to local 
occasions filling up the calendar, 
as well as out of town events like 
conferences, which will take full 
advantage of the large structure.  

“It's been the way it was since 
I was in elementary,” Conners 
said. “So it's really nice to see it 
change. It's more versatile, neutral 
colors, I feel like more people will 
want to utilize our space.” 

“We’ve always got comments 
that it's a very large space, it’s 
almost too big, and so now that we 
have a stage, etc., we’ve utilized it 
a little more,” she added. 

City Council members and 
Conners also discussed and 
approved new rental rates for the 
MAC and USO (Marfa Visitor’s 
Center) at the council meeting 
held at the MAC at noon on 
Tuesday. The last time rental rates 
were raised was at least 10 years 
ago, according to city staff.

The city will start enforcing 
some preexisting policies that 

By MARY CANTRELL
mkcantrell@bigbendsentinel.com 

MARFA — Andrea Walter, the 
City Council’s pick for the next 
Marfa city manager, will start in her 
new role next month on Monday, 
March 3. 

Walter was chosen as the final 
candidate in December after she 
and City Secretary Kelly Perez, 
who has been filling in as interim 
city manager since Mandy Roane’s 
resignation in September 2024, were 
both being considered for the top 
administrative position.

Mayor Manny Baeza said Perez 

will stay on as interim city manager 
until February 28, and he and the 
City Council appreciate everything 
she’s done for the city since her 
employment there began in August 
2021. Perez will return to her post as 
city secretary.

The City Council voted 
unanimously to officially appoint 
Walter as the new city manager 
last week. Her one-year contract 
with the city will be finalized soon. 
Walter will be moving from Corpus 
Christi, where she was most recently 
working as a business manager for 
an architectural firm. She owns land 
in Terlingua Ranch and has lived out 

there part time. 
Baeza said he believes Walter will 

be a good fit for the city. He said 
that she was chosen by city council 
members for her qualifications, 
which include project management 
experience and a Master’s degree in 
public administration, as well as her 
demeanor. 

He said Walter’s first weeks on 
the job will involve meeting with 
city department heads and getting 
up to speed on the city’s various 
projects including streets and smart 
meters. “We're just trying to finish 
everything that we have pending 
right now before taking on any other 

projects,” Baeza said. 
Walter said she has located a house 

and is hoping to move to Marfa in 
mid-February. She said she’s coming 
armed with a 30-, 60- and 90-day 
plan and is excited to meet everyone 
and get to work on city projects. 

“I'm ready to listen and hear what 
everyone has to say, so I can make 
a game plan and get on board with 
the City Council and get going, roll 
my sleeves up,” Walter said. “I hope 
that everyone in Marfa will enjoy 
my transparency, my openness and 
my willingness to work very hard to 
get everyone on the same page and 
in the right direction.”

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO COUNTY — 107 
years ago last Tuesday, 15 men 
and boys from the small riverside 
village of Porvenir were rounded 
up in the middle of the night and 
shot at close range. Their killers 
— a posse of Anglo ranchers and 
lawmen — were never prosecuted, 
but that night’s tragic events led to 
a reckoning about policing and race 
still reverberating in Texas today. 

For decades, descendants of 
those 15 men have sought justice 
through telling their relatives’ 
stories, whether in books, social 
media posts, newspaper articles, 
documentaries or roadside markers. 

Just before the pandemic broke out, 
they also pushed to have official 
death certificates issued by Presidio 
County, which they feel are a small 
step toward closure for a traumatic 
event that changed the course of 
state history. 

Five years later, only one of those 
certificates has been issued. One 
certificate was denied, and 13 are 
pending review in probate court. “It 
is our hope that they are approved 
and that we can close this chapter, 
allowing them to finally rest in 
peace,” descendant Yolanda Mesa 
wrote in a letter to the The Big Bend 
Sentinel.

Mesa and others have been 
frustrated by a process that they feel 
has been unfairly dragged out by the 

county. As of January, there might 
be reason for hope — since the issue 
was first raised in 2019, all of the 
offices involved have turned over, 
and the new courthouse leadership 
is hoping to tackle the issue with a 
fresh set of eyes. 

Even with newfound energy, filing 
death certificates a century after the 
fact is extremely rare, and there’s 
little legal precedent to follow. As 
an exercise in delayed justice, the 
fight to file death records in Marfa 
might just make history in its own 
right. 

“The wrong eye” 
There’s not much left of Porvenir, 

and few remember the windy 
backroads to get there. 107 years 

ago, during the Mexican Revolution, 
it was a bustling village of around 
150 people within a day’s ride of 
a long string of ranches and other 
small settlements along the river. 

When the war broke out, General 
Pancho Villa was viewed by many 
in Far West Texas as a sympathetic 
character. That changed in 1916, 
when Villistas raided Columbus, 
New Mexico, and a few months 
later set their sights on Glenn 
Springs and Boquillas in what’s 
now Big Bend National Park. As 
the conflicts wore on, unscrupulous 
local characters took advantage of 
the chaos, giving rise to widespread 
fear of bandits and looters. 

On Christmas Day, 1917, raiders 

Big Bend 
Natural 
History 

Association 
hosts 32nd 

Annual 
Pioneer 
Reunion 

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK — 
Last Saturday, a crowd packed the 
Panther Junction Visitors Center for 
the 32nd Annual Pioneer Reunion, 
celebrating the descendants of 
the people who were living in Big 
Bend before it became a national 
park. The tri-county was heavily 
represented, but folks came in from 
all over the country to visit with 
friends and share old memories. 

The event sprang up in the 1980s 
as a way to help preserve these 
stories and to extend an olive branch 
from the park to the descendants 
of the region’s first Anglo settlers. 
Some families who worked land 
within current-day Big Bend 
National Park supported the idea 
of a park — but others cashed their 
settlement checks with a simmering 
resentment. “When I was growing 
up down here, saying ‘National 
Park Service’ was like cussing,” 
said emcee and celebrated author 
Ben English. 

This year’s slate of speakers 
included Laura Bridge, Joel Nelson, 
and Todd Bureau. 

Bridge, granddaughter of 
Frederick Rice — the author of the 
spirited cowboy memoir My Name 
is Frederick Rice and I Was Born 
Here — brought a number of family 
artifacts to display at the function, 
including charming portraits, a 
century-old riding crop and a doll 
with a few more sharp ceramic 
edges than would be gifted to a 
toddler today. 

She focused on two areas of 
special interest: the experience 
of young schoolteachers in the 
Big Bend and of “circuit riders,” 
preachers who roamed the area 
performing marriages and graveside 
services in an era where there were 
no permanent churches south of 
Marfa and Alpine. 

Bridge also talked about the 
anxieties of living near the river 
during the Mexican Revolution, 
when everyone was on high alert 
for bandits. The circuit riders had 
a superpower — they seemed to be 
immune from borderland violence. 
“The bandits didn’t mess with 
priests,” she explained. 

The stories of the Rice family 
paint a picture of prosperity in the 
face of extreme isolation. Then, as 
now, folks would come back from 
Marathon or Alpine with their 
buggies weighed down with goodies 
from the grocery store and feed 
supply. “The bottom line to me is 
community,” she said. “They were 
just right next door to somebody, 
they had to be intentional.” 

Next, Grammy-nominated 
cowboy poet Joel Nelson of Alpine 
gave a talk on his memories of 
working the Chisos Remuda as 
a young man, just before serving 
in Vietnam. He worked for Buck 
Newsome, a former Border 
Patrolman with a big heart, quick 
wit and a crass sense of humor. “He 
had a way of expressing thoughts 
and ideas like nobody else I’ve ever 
known,” he said. 

Guiding daily rides up to the South 
Rim — rain or shine — gave Nelson 
a completely unique relationship to 
the land and a repertoire of stories to 
last a lifetime. “There’s something 
about having to travel those trails 
every day in every weather in all 
kinds of seasons,” he said. “If you 
don’t, you miss a lot that sticks in 
your mind.” 

Wilderness outfitter and airplane 
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Shafter water board to meet on future plans

SHAFTER — The Shafter Water Supply Corporation Board will meet on Monday, February 10, at 6 p.m. at the 
Catholic Church in Shafter.

The board will be meeting with Kurt Grant, West Texas coordinator with Communities Unlimited. Grant will be 
helping the board with its responsibilities and future plans. No other issues will be on the table. The meeting is open 
to the public, and all residents and property owners of Shafter are encouraged to participate.

Police identify deceased found under Alpine bridge
ALPINE — As first reported on the Facebook page, Alpine Texas Scanner, a dead body was found under a bridge 

on Holland Avenue in Alpine Sunday afternoon. After notifying kin, the Alpine Police Department updated their 
initial statement to identify the deceased as James R. Kim, 60 of Alpine.

The department posted the following statement on Sunday:
“On Sunday February 2, 2025 at approximately 1:00 pm, Alpine Police department received a report of a body 

in Alpine Creek just below the Holland Avenue bridge at the 400 Block West. Officers responded to find the body 
of a deceased male. An investigation was initiated and at this time foul play is not suspected. Body will be sent off 
for an autopsy. The identification of the deceased will not be released pending notification of next of kin. Brewster 
County Sheriffs Office as well as the Texas Rangers assisted. Case is pending further investigation.”

Marfa ISD student success coordinator resigns
MARFA — Marfa ISD School Board trustees accepted the resignation of Student Success Coordinator David 

Natividad on Monday.
Natividad started in the role, similar to that of a counselor in which he also assisted with testing and college 

and career readiness, in November 2023. Board President Teresa Nuñez said his last day with the district will be 
February 26. 

Nuñez said the school board discussed opening up the position publicly as well as tapping an existing district 
employee for the role, stating “we like to grow our own.” 

There is an ongoing shortage of counselors nationwide. According to the American School Counselor Association 
the national average ratio of students to counselors is 385 to 1, while the recommended ration is 250 to 1. 

Natividad said he could not yet comment on what he will be doing next. Interim Superintendent Arturo Alferez 

said Natividad’s resignation is a loss for the district but a “very understandable and respectable one.” 
“We want to wish him the best in his future endeavors,” Alferez said. “As far as moving forward, the leadership 

team will meet and explore ideas to fill the position.”

Marfa ISD pursuing truancy cases
MARFA — As announced at the start of the 2024-2025 school year, Marfa ISD is pursuing legal action against 

parents with students deemed truant by issuing citations through Justice of the Peace Dina Jo Marquez.
Junior High and High School Principal Candy Dominguez said truancy is defined by the 90% attendance rule 

in Texas, which requires students grades K-12 to attend class at least 90% of the time to receive class credit. The 
rule applies to both excused and unexcused absences, but not legally exempt absences for religious holidays, 
documented health appointments and more.  

Dominguez said she submitted a total of six truancy cases — grades sixth through 12th — to former School 
Resource Officer King Merritt for the 2024 fall semester. She and Interim Superintendent Arturo Alferez said they 
are working to notify parents of the issue before it escalates to the JP’s office. 

“We currently do not have any truancy cases pending this spring semester 2025; though I have mailed out and 
personally delivered attendance warning letters,” Dominguez said. 

Marquez said in cases that have moved forward, parents are issued a citation for “parent contributing to non 
attendance,” and required to appear in court. During court proceedings Marquez offers a deferral, which involves 
two conditions: making sure one’s child is attending school as required and attending counseling, either through 
the school or the Stay Together program, a free family support service offered by High Sky Children’s Ranch out 
of Midland.

If a parent is cited a second time for their child’s school absences, it is considered a Class C misdemeanor, 
Marquez said, and they are required to pay a $180 fine. Marquez said there have been no cases of a parent being 
cited a second time. 

Dominguez said she feels that legally pursuing truancy cases will “aid in resolving attendance problems.” 
Attendance rates impact the district’s finances in addition to student learning.

“It is crucial that our students be here for learning to occur,” Dominguez said. “Additionally, we must work as a 
team to ensure the academic, social and emotional success of all of our kids.”

Attendance numbers shared at a school board meeting this week show that attendance rates are more favorable 
at the elementary campus, which has a 94.1% attendance rate year to date. 

Attendance rates are lower at the junior high and high school campus, coming in around the low 90s for most 
grade levels and dipping as low as 87% for 9th grade and 88% for 12th grade. The junior high has a 91.34% year-
to-date attendance rate while the senior high has a 89.77% year-to-date attendance rate.

Online SOFTBALL REGISTRATION for the 
2025 SEASON is open

Get the link on our FACEBOOK group Big Bend Amateur 
Softball Association - BBASA Alpine, TX

For additional information or a text with the link, contact 
Vice President Letty Carrillo 432-244-9678  
or President Rush Carter 432-244-1277

REGISTRATION CLOSES FEBRUARY 25, 2025

(Continued from page  1)

ICE investigations

officials told them the focus of enforcement and removal operations 
are on cases involving violent criminals. “From our conversations 
with them, with our legal counsel, etc., with different groups across 
the state, this is what we know that federal agencies focus remains on, 
investigating immigration cases involving violent criminals and not any 
kind of school-based intervention,” Rinehart said. 

Alferez said that news was a welcome relief. At a school board 
meeting on Monday he said the district plans to release a statement on 
the matter to parents via social media soon. “The meeting I had today 
with a Homeland Security agent, he reassured me, we're not here to 
go into the schools. We're not here to enter churches, we're part of the 
community.” Alferez said. “That was very good to know.”  

Districts that responded to requests for comment from The Sentinel 

said they plan to follow existing policies and procedures regarding law 
enforcement interactions and the advice of their attorneys in the event of 
ICE presence on campus. 

Rinehart said current processes most districts follow include verifying an 
officer's identity, asking for a subpoena or legal documentation about the 
investigation, sending that information onto the superintendent for review, 
and more. 

Terlingua CSD Superintendent Reagan Reed said, so far, the district has 
not been notified of any policy change from the Texas Education Agency 
(TEA) regarding ICE investigations or received any instructions from a law 
enforcement agency.

“As a staff, we have discussed our adopted procedures and that there have 
been no changes to the educational rights of our students,” Reed said. 

Valentine ISD Superintendent Debbie Engle said her staff has 
discussed what to do in the event that ICE agents arrive. The actions 
“follow recommendations from school lawyers,” she said.

Fort Davis ISD Superintendent Graydon Hicks said the district has not 
changed any of their procedures or protocol regarding law enforcement 
interactions, and it will “evaluate any such event at the time it happens.” 

The advocacy group, the National Immigration Law Center, recently 
released a fact sheet containing details about the protected areas policy 
as well as recommendations for school district, hospital and church 
staff. It can be viewed online at nilc.org/resources/factsheet-trumps-
rescission-of-protected-areas-policies-undermines-safety-for-all/

Photos courtesy of FBI El Paso

FBI El Paso, along with the Department of Justice, assists the Department of Homeland Security with immigration enforcement operations Sunday and Monday in El Paso.

(Continued from page  1)

MAC renovation

have gone by the wayside, Conners said, including charging a $50 rental 
application fee and a $150 expedited rental application fee for events 
less than 30 days out. If the capacity of a rental event is 150 people or 
more, clients will be required to hire private security. (Marfa PD is often 
paid for that service.) Selling alcohol is not allowed on city property, but 
many events are BYOB.

Conners also advocated for higher deposit fees, which she said should 
help alleviate situations she’s dealt with in the past where people leave 
city spaces a mess or do not clean up in a timely manner.

For the MAC, Council voted unanimously to approve a $350 deposit 
fee, up from $100, and a $650 rental fee, up from $500. A locals discount 
for personal events like weddings, quinceañeras and funerals will now 

be available for $450. 
For the USO, council voted unanimously to approve a $400 deposit, 

up from $200, and a $650 rental fee, up from $450. That pricing includes 
the outdoor pavilion, which now has bathrooms.

The MAC’s new serving station. Construction is expected to wrap this 
week.

Council members and city staff previewed the new and improved MAC 
this week.

MAC bathrooms have been updated to include honeycomb tile and 
showers.

Staff photos by Mary Cantrell
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Lowe’s pulls Sentinel out of its stores, declines to give a reason
TRI-COUNTY — Lowe’s Markets, the grocery chain with stores in 

Marfa, Fort Davis, Alpine and Presidio, pulled The Big Bend Sentinel 
newspaper out of all its area stores around January 17. Executives with the 
company are not commenting on the reason for the move.

The Littlefield, Texas, based chain had sold The Sentinel (and The 
International in Presidio) as a continuation of Porter’s carrying the 
newspapers. Lowe’s Markets — the chain that bought Porter’s — continued 
to welcome the newspapers for sale in their stores. Although Lowe’s 
representatives were responsive to The Sentinel inquiries during the 
past three-plus weeks, in the end, they declined to comment. A company 
executive told The Sentinel Tuesday that the chain would not bring back the 

newspapers to their stores any time soon.
The Sentinel ran a story on July 11 about shoppers alleging they were 

getting charged more than items were marked. The company commented 
extensively for the story, quickly agreed to look into the allegations and did 
an audit of the Marfa store. 

Lowe’s Chief Operating Officer Alan Buxkemper told The Sentinel at the 
time that the company works “super hard to make sure that [they] have fair, 
adequate and accurate pricing,” but that an audit was ordered in light of 
the complaints. “If there’s a specific reason, my auditors will know, ‘Okay, 
this is what happened.’ And then we can put a plan together to fix whatever 
happened,” Buxkemper said. 

Then a week later, Lowe’s Markets declined to comment on the results 
of the audit. 

A January 16 Sentinel story profiled an Alpine couple starting a home-
delivery service for groceries from H-E-B, Sam’s Club and Walmart in 
Odessa. The story noted that they “were frustrated by the high prices, low 
quality and limited options that plague local supermarkets.”

“It’s certainly disappointing,” said Rob D’Amico, managing editor of The 
Sentinel. “It’s not about money from newspaper sales. It’s about community. 
The idea is that when you go into your local grocery store in any small town 
across Texas, you should see the front pages of your local newspapers on 
the racks, even if the headlines are uncomfortable for some people.”

mechanic Todd Bureau rounded out the slate of speakers with a piece on the airfield at Johnson Ranch that had 
been decades in the making. The site — now only accessible via an hours-long journey down a four-wheel drive 
road — was once the home of Elmo and Ada Johnson, a colorful couple who led a surprisingly rich social life along 
the Rio Grande. “It was a place where you could eat well and be treated lovely,” Bureau said. 

And a bonus during the Prohibition years: “There was always plenty of liquor available.” 
In the years leading up to World War II, Johnson Ranch was home to the only civilian-run military airfield in the 

United States. Its privately-owned status meant that pilots did not have to adhere to military decorum: flyers of all 
ranks broke bread and hung out on the porch together, target shooting pie pans strung across the opposite bank of 
the river. 

Perhaps the most famous of all the airborne legends to ever sign the register at the Johnson Ranch airfield was 
Amelia Earhart, who logged her name shortly before her disappearance in 1937. 

The Johnson family had been willing to leave their land behind when the park was built, and didn’t return until 
1974 to find the giant adobe ranch house melting back into the earth. The sight brought the tough old rancher to 
tears. 

Bureau’s tale cut right to the core of the event — of bringing back to life the folks who gave up their land to 
preserve the river, the mountains and the desert for posterity. Over the course of protecting the park’s natural 
resources, many of the marks of human habitation have faded away. “There’s a history that needs to be told about 
these places,” he said.

(Continued from page  1)

BBNP Natural History Association

Big Bend National Park news
Federal funding freeze, resignation email hits area parks

Last week, folks in parks and conservation work across the country woke up to the news that President 
Trump had paused federal grant funding. The Trump administration quickly rescinded the freeze, but National 
Park Service employees across the Big Bend received the same email that federal employees across the 
country received encouraging voluntary resignation from their positions.  

At press time, the park’s Chief of Interpretation Tom VandenBerg had no updates to report concerning 
staffing at Big Bend National Park, but online forums for federal employees continue to bubble over with 
controversy. 

“When taken together, the cumulative impact of these actions and orders on our national parks and park staff 
could be devastating and long-lasting,” wrote Theresa Pierno, president of the National Parks Conservation 

Association, in a press release. “Our parks already have thousands fewer staff than they did a decade ago, and 
these actions risk further straining an already overwhelmed Park Service and impacting millions of visitors 
and local communities.”

Big Bend National Park releases year-end visitor statistics for 2024
The National Park Service recently released year-end numbers for 2024 and reported 561,459 visitors, about 

a 10% increase from 511,831 the year prior. The number is still short of an all-time 581,221 record in 2021. 
Once ranked among the least visited national parks, Big Bend now makes bucket lists around the world. 

While the half-million statistics are relatively impressive for the park’s own history, the parks that top the list 
boast millions of visitors each year. Great Smoky Mountains National Park, the busiest in the system, clocked 
over 13 million visitors last year.

from Mexico reached the Brite 
Ranch between Porvenir and Marfa 
— a prosperous and innovative 
outfit whose headquarters 
resembled a small town more 
than a dusty cattle ranch. Only the 
foreman and a handful of workers 
were on the scene to attempt 
to defend the ranch from the 
incursion, and three people were 
killed: two Mexican nationals who 
were riding in a car with Mickey 
Welch, the mailman. Property loss 
included numerous horses, prized 
saddles and canned goods. 

In the aftermath of the raid, 
rumors circulated that the 
villagers in nearby Porvenir 
had been spotted wearing shoes 
looted from the Brite Ranch store. 
Some Anglos banded together to 
attempt to strip the local Mexican 
population of their weapons. On 
January 26, 1918, Company B 
of the Texas Rangers, based in 
Marfa, traveled to Porvenir to 
search for the men and returned 
empty-handed.

Just a few weeks earlier, the Brite 
family was enjoying Christmas 
dinner at the home of Buck Pool 
when they were notified of the raid. 
Pool was among the posse of local 
ranchers who — along with Texas 
Rangers and cavalrymen stationed 
in Marfa — went to Porvenir on 
January 28, rounded up a group of 
men and boys between the ages of 
15 and 72, and murdered them. 

Once the sun rose on the morning 
of January 29, 1918, 12-year-
old Juan Bonilla Flores went to 
the house of his schoolteacher 
Harry Warren to tell him what had 
happened. Warren took extensive 
notes and took pains to identify 
and catalog the dead before they 
were carried off to be buried 
across the river. 

The scene described by Warren 
was chilling even among a litany 
of violence against Mexican 
Americans during a period of 
time referred to by historians as 
la hora de sangre — or “the time 
of blood.” The Texas Rangers 
were sent to the border amidst a 
major influx in refugees from the 
war and worries that Villista raids 
would trickle down from the Big 
Bend into South Texas. Dozens of 
innocent people were branded as 
“bandits” and killed, either by the 
Rangers themselves or by Anglo 
mobs. 

A grand jury declined to indict 
the Rangers of Marfa’s Company 
B, but stories of the incident spread 
to Austin, pushing Governor 
William Hobby to disband the 
unit. José Tomás Canales, the sole 
Mexican American lawmaker in 
the Texas Legislature at the time, 
was so moved by the reports that 
he launched an investigation into 
Ranger misconduct that led to a 

major reduction in agency staffing. 
Whatever leaps and bounds in 

civil rights came as a direct answer 
to Porvenir were little comfort to a 
generation of traumatized widows 
and children. Jerry Patterson, 
a self-proclaimed “amateur 
historian” who helped spearhead 
a documentary on the massacre, 
said there’s a lot to learn about the 
dark parts of human nature from 
the event. “If you’re going an eye 
for an eye, you’re going to get the 
wrong eye,” he said. 

The Porvenir, Texas documentary 
— directed by the late Andrew 
Shapter and filmed at Cibolo 
Creek Ranch — was part of a push 
to memorialize the event in time 
for its hundred-year anniversary. 
At the center of the project was 
a privately-funded archaeological 
dig, led by David Keller of 
Alpine, that expanded the catalog 
of artifacts and suggested that the 
U.S. Cavalry may have played a 
role in the killings. 

The film also featured Monica 
Muñoz Martinez, a historian at UT-
Austin who has made it her life’s 
work to document racial violence 
in Texas. Martinez — along with 
a team of historians documenting 
la hora de sangre under the banner 
of a nonprofit called “Refusing to 
Forget” — banded together with 
descendants of the massacre at 
Porvenir to advocate for an official 
state marker near the site. 

Martinez and the Refusing to 
Forget team’s work piggybacked 
off nearly two decades of efforts 
by Benita and Buddy Albarado, 
daughter and son-in-law of Juan 
Flores, the young boy who had 
run to Harry Warren’s cabin 
for help the morning after the 
massacre. Flores had been plagued 
by nightmares for decades, and 
beginning to tell his story seemed 
to help him cope with the past. 

Once the centennial rolled 
around, what had felt like 
positive forward momentum was 
hamstrung by politics. That year, 
the Texas Observer reported on the 
conflict between family members, 
Refusing to Forget, state officials 
and members of the Presidio 
County Historical Commission 
— the latter two of which 
referred to the former as “militant 
Hispanics” and even speculating 
that a planned memorial 
ceremony was a publicity stunt 
for then-presidential hopeful Beto 
O’Rourke. 

The issue made enough of a 
regional splash at the time that it’s 
easy to forget that the history of 
Porvenir almost died with Flores. 

Before the aluminum roadside 
marker was cast, it had been 
normal — at least in Presidio 
County — to repeat a completely 
fabricated story. Cecilia 

Thompson, who wrote what many 
consider to be the authoritative 
History of Marfa and Presidio 
County, Texas, does mention that 
Porvenir was a “brutal reprisal” 
for the Brite Ranch raid and that 
it resulted in the disbanding of 
Company B. But she does repeat 
an untruth: that Porvenir was 
“a bandit stronghold” where 
the ranchers and the lawmen 
killed “30 bandits” in addition to 
“some innocent inhabitants of the 
village.”

For a century, rumors circulated 
about shoes stolen from the Brite 
Ranch or about a fictional young 
goatherd from Porvenir who had 
to be put into witness protection 
because he was the only one 
who would tell the truth about 
the town’s complicity in the raid 
— anything to suggest that the 
men killed that night in January 
deserved it. 

“We’re learning as we go” 
Yolanda Mesa — also a 

descendant of Juan Flores — 
knew she was wading into a 
tense situation when she helped 
launch the effort to obtain death 
certificates for those killed at 
Porvenir. A voracious researcher 
and advocate for her family, she 
wanted one last official gesture 
toward closure. 

After a grueling back-and-forth, 
then-County Judge Cinderela 
Guevara signed the death 
certificate for Longino Flores in 
2019. The victory was short-lived 
and bittersweet — just two years 
later, Guevara would tell The 
Big Bend Sentinel that it was all 
a “mix-up” and that she hadn’t 
realized she was signing a special 
document. 

Adding to the frustration, 
Guevara then denied the next 
Porvenir death certificate to 
cross her desk and declined to 
give a reason. (Jesus Moralez, 
who fiercely advocated for 
that certificate on behalf of his 
grandfather, Manuel Moralez, has 
since passed away.)

Presidio County Attorney Blair 
Park said that the “mix-up” could 

be justified, as the forms needed 
to review the applications are 
incredibly specialized and rarely 
used. VS-128, a “Court-Ordered 
Delayed Certificate of Death,” 
is not available from the state 
online. Its use is guided by Section 
193.007 of the Texas Health & 
Safety Code.  

Mesa says that it took months 
for her to even receive the right 
form from the county. Park said it 
took just as long for the county to 
receive those forms from the state, 
which provides extremely scant 
information about the process 
to fill them out. “I’d never even 
heard of these,” she said. 

Park said that it was much 
more common — and therefore 
easier — to amend an existing 
death certificate, a process that 
descendants of people killed by 
lynching have undertaken all over 
the United States. As attitudes 
about race change and new 
historical evidence comes to light, 
it’s a way of setting the record 
straight for posterity. 

But there was little time for 
formality in the aftermath of the 
Porvenir Massacre. Texas had 
only been requiring the filing of 
death certificates for a just over a 
decade when the tragedy occurred. 
The bodies were buried in Mexico 
and the survivors fled with no time 
or desire to travel all the way to 
Marfa, where the people who had 
killed their husbands and fathers 
had their stately town houses. 

Mesa also said that she 
and another descendant were 
erroneously charged $257 to file 
for their death certificates — 
money that has yet to be refunded. 
County Clerk Carolina Cataño said 
that Mesa had been mistakenly 
assessed the same fees as anyone 
who makes a probate filing under 
normal circumstances in Presidio 
County.

Filing a regular death certificate 
costs $1, but the clerk’s office 
rarely even has to help folks with 
that — typically, that process is 
initiated by the justice of the peace 
and the funeral home.

Cataño said that she had only 
had one prior experience with a 
VS-128 filing: a migrant who had 
passed away unattended in the 
desert. But even in a county where 
unattended migrant deaths are a 
tragically common occurrence, 
that process was rarely triggered. 
“We’re learning as we go,” she 
said. 

Douglas Loveday, spokesperson 
for the Texas Department of 
State Health Services — which 
oversees vital statistics — said 
that it’s uncommon even on the 
state’s end. “We typically receive 
delayed death certificates from 
the courts 1-2 or so years after 

death, because the death was not 
registered timely and the family 
needs the death record to proceed 
with administrative/legal matters,” 
he wrote to The Sentinel. “We do 
not typically receive a delayed 
death certificate that is 100 years 
or more after death.”

Part of the unique VS-128 
process is a pair of required 
affidavits. Normally, an affidavit 
would be signed by the “physician 
last in attendance” or the funeral 
director. Since no such people 
ever existed, the law provides 
for two affidavits signed by “any 
person who was acquainted with 
the facts surrounding the death 
at the time the death occurred,” 
one of which must be signed by 
someone who is not related by 
blood to the deceased. 

The penalty for “making a false 
statement,” per VS-128, is 2-10 
years in prison and a fine of up to 
$10,000. 

Cataño said that she had received 

the outstanding applications. “It’s 
an unusual situation,” she said. 
“But we’ve done our part. The rest 
is up to the judge.” 

County Judge Joe Portillo said 
that a hearing would be held in 
county probate court over the 
applications but had not yet 
been scheduled. He declined to 
comment much further because 
of his power over the pending 
proceedings, but said that the issue 
was on his radar. “There’s boxes 
that need to be checked,” he said. 

Mesa said that she understood 
the complexity but hoped the 
county would take the next steps 
seriously and keep a clear thread 
of communication. Her personal 
connection to the tragedy aside, 
she sees it as a way to right 
historical wrongs and set the 
record straight. “This is about 
a group of men who, over 100 
years later, do not have a simple 
document afforded to anyone who 
dies in this country,” she said.

(Continued from page  1)

Porvenir massacre

A death certificate issued by Presidio County for Porvenir victim Longino 
Flores in 2019 lists cause of death as “Assassinated/Shot and killed.”

“It is our hope that 
they are approved 

and that we can close 
this chapter, allowing 

them to finally rest 

in peace”



page 4, The Big Bend Sentinel, February 6, 2025

Opinion

• • • 

Dear Editor,

Trey Gerfers’ January 30 opinion, “Our Water Matters: Holding the 
Railroad Commission accountable,” is quick to criticize the Railroad 
Commission but fails to acknowledge the agency’s significant work 
protecting public health and the environment from West Texas to all 
corners of the state.

The Commission, which predates a number of federal agencies that 
collectively share oversight of the oil and natural gas industry — 
including the Environmental Protection Agency and the Department of 
the Interior — has the herculean task of regulating one of the largest 
natural resource industries in the world and has done so for more than 
a century.

Despite these challenges, we have been able to provide substantial 
empirical evidence showing the positive impact and effectiveness of the 
agency’s work. For example, the flaring rate in Texas has significantly 
declined over the past five years. Our divisions have successfully 
overseen the cleanup of abandoned sites, and our industry-funded 
State Managed Well Plugging Program consistently exceeds high 
performance standards set by elected legislators. Additionally, we have 
leveraged technology to enhance transparency by making millions of 
vital documents readily accessible online to the public.

Recognizing the need for continued progress, we have also sought 
additional support, recently requesting $100 million in legislative 
funding to address emergency and high-cost high priority well plugging 
efforts.

These are just a few examples of the Commission’s commitment to 
being one of the most effective regulatory agencies in the world.

While our primary responsibility is to ensure the responsible 
development of Texas’s natural resources while safeguarding the 
environment, we cannot fail to acknowledge the oil and gas industry’s 
role in supporting the state’s economy.  The industry contributes billions 
of dollars annually to the state budget, directly benefiting all taxpayers.  
As such, it is true that there is a “balance to be struck” between 
environmental protection and economic sustainability.

Through continuous monitoring, inspections and daily operations, the 
RRC minimizes risks to public health and safety. Despite what skeptics 
say, your readers should be aware that more than 1,000 employees at 
the RRC work tirelessly with one goal in mind — safeguarding Texas 
residents and the environment in the communities they live in. 

Sincerely,
Commissioner Jim Wright
Railroad Commission of Texas

Just Say No 
To El Cosmico

Sponsored by Marfa Preservation Committee

Specializing in architectural hardware for 
remodels and new construction

 
Coupland | Marfa

ironwoodindustries.com | 713.817.4041

The HEAL Act: A lifeline for Texas’ healthcare crisis
By Sen. César J. Blanco

For too many Texans, finding a 
doctor isn’t just an inconvenience 
— it’s an impossibility. In our 
rural communities and medically 
underserved areas, families are 
forced to travel for hours just to see 
a primary care provider. Pregnant 
mothers skip prenatal visits, putting 
their health and their babies at risk. 
Working parents delay checkups for 
their children, hoping minor illnesses 
don’t become serious. Seniors with 
chronic conditions like diabetes or 
heart disease go without routine care 
because there simply aren’t enough 
healthcare providers nearby.

These aren’t just statistics — they 
are real people, our friends, our 
neighbors, our families. And this is a 
crisis we can no longer ignore.

That’s why I’m proud to champion 
the HEAL Act — also known as 
Senate Bill 9-1-1 — because every 
Texan deserves access to quality, 
affordable healthcare, no matter 
where they live. The urgency of this 
legislation is reflected in its name. 
Like dialing 9-1-1 in a crisis, SB 9-1-
1 represents an emergency.

Right now, Texas faces a staggering 
healthcare provider shortage. Over 6 

million Texans live in primary care 
shortage areas, where the demand 
for doctors far outweighs the supply. 
This means overcrowded emergency 
rooms, month-long waits for basic 
appointments, and heartbreaking 
decisions about whether to spend 
time and money traveling long 
distances for care. It means families 
forced to go without preventative 
care and treatment until it becomes 
an emergency. It means patients 
suffering needlessly because the 
system is failing them.

The HEAL Act offers a powerful, 
commonsense solution: remove 
outdated regulations that prevent 
advanced practice registered nurses 
(APRNs) from providing care they 
are fully trained and licensed to give. 
Right now, APRNs must sign costly, 
restrictive contracts with doctors 
just to practice. These agreements 
don’t make patients safer. They 
don’t improve care. They only 
make it harder for APRNs to serve 
communities that desperately need 
them.

This isn’t about replacing doctors 
— it’s about giving Texans more 
options for high-quality care. The 
reality is, we don’t have enough 
doctors to meet demand, and that 

won’t change overnight. But we do 
have thousands of highly skilled 
APRNs ready to step up and provide 
care, if only we remove unnecessary 
roadblocks.

Every time I travel across Texas, 
I hear the same stories. Parents who 
spend months trying to find a doctor 
for their sick child, only to end up 
driving hours and missing work for 
a basic checkup. Retired veterans 
waiting months for treatment, 
enduring unnecessary pain because 
they have no other options. Small 
business owners in rural towns who 
forgo medical care entirely because 
the nearest provider is too far away.

These stories aren’t isolated. They 
are the reality for too many Texans. 
The good news? We can fix this.

27 states across the country have 
already embraced this model with 
great success, increasing access to 
care while maintaining high-quality 
standards. Patients in those states are 
healthier, healthcare costs are lower, 
and communities are stronger. Texas 
shouldn’t just follow — we should 
lead.

This isn’t just about policy — it’s 
about people. It’s about making sure 
no Texan is left waiting, suffering, 
or forced to choose between putting 

food on the table and getting medical 
care. It’s about ensuring that whether 
you live in a major city or a rural 
town, you can get the care you need, 
when you need it.

Healthcare is not a privilege; it’s 
a necessity. The HEAL Act is our 
opportunity to take meaningful 
action and give families the care they 
deserve. Let’s stand together to break 
down barriers, expand access, build 
a healthier Texas for generations to 
come, and pass Senate Bill 9-1-1.

Dear Editor,

On behalf of Judd Foundation, I would like to celebrate the hard 
work and dedication of Nicki Ittner and the entire team which keeps the 
Marfa Public Library open to our community. Through their work Judd 
Foundation is honored to have launched a physical resource of a selection 
of Don’s books found in the library at the Block.

Now at Marfa Public Library, you can reserve a copy of more than 
200 books from their catalog which are also found in Don’s library. This 
initiative is the result of a yearlong effort of research and collaboration of 
the Marfa Public Library small but mighty staff. Thank you to Nicki and 
Kim Soto, Jasmin Pineda and Luann Williamson.

These books will be housed in the front of the library on a dedicated 
shelf for members to check out. Beginning this month, 20 copies of one 
book will be made available for members to take home, keep, and add 
to their own personal library. This project, and many of our free public 
programs, has been supported by the Texas Commission on the Arts.

Books are the driving force behind one of our community’s most 
important institutions. As a proud member of the Marfa Public Library 
since the third grade, I am so grateful to the team behind it for nurturing 
generations of readers and creating a space for our community to come 
together in readership.

With thanks,
Rainer Judd
President

Senator César J. Blanco
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ACROSS
  1 What a PR 

agent hopes 
to build up, 
maybe

  5 Officially  
accepted 
works

 10 Up to the 
task

 14 Rowboat 
blades

 15 Capital of 
Tibet

 16 Yellow brick 
___

 17 Alka-Seltzer 
sound

 18 Some British 
nobles

 19 Beachgoer’s 
bag, maybe

 20 North  
Dakota’s 
state tree

 21 *Scientist’s 
garment

 23 “Jeopardy!” 
host  
Jennings

 24 “Su-u-ure”
 26 Swimmers’ 

units
 28 ___ jar
 30 They pop up 

a lot
 33 Seated yoga 

pose
 36 “Euphoria” 

actress 
Demie

 37 Feathery 
neckwear

 38 Like a wiggly 
tooth

 39 A few
 40 Unclear
 42 Sketched
 43 Fortuneteller
 44 Trivia night 

host
 45 More,  

idiomatically

 46 Quality of  
the tongue  
twister “She 
sells sea-
shells ...”

 49 Hawaiian 
goodbye

 52 Silent  
approval

 53 Muslim’s 
faith

 57 Sour citrus
 58 Four-wheeler, 

for short
 59 Bladed 

footwear
 60 Assert
 61 Moral  

principle
 63 Privy to
 64 “Tango: 

Maureen” 
musical

 65 Volleyball 
star Gabrielle

 66 “Atlas 
Shrugged” 
author Ayn

 67 State of 
disarray

 68 Famous Ford 
flop

 69 Bolo and 
cravat

DOWN
  1 “I ___ so!” 

(“Crossing 
my fingers!”)

  2 Southern 
pronoun

  3 “Swear on it!”
  4 Psychic’s 

“gift”
  5 Soccer shoe 

spike
  6 Literary 

captain of 
the Pequod

  7 Snitch (on)
  8 Scandinavian 

capital
  9 Sounding 

congested

 10 Augusta 
Savage’s 
specialty

 11 Paperback’s 
place

 12 Tardy
 13 Biblical 

garden
 21 Name hidden 

in “middle 
name”

 22 Small  
Starbucks 
size

 25 *Alternative 
to briefs

 27 *Bit of sock 
hop attire

 28 The “m” of F 
= ma

 29 Soothing 
succulent

 30 Loathed
 31 Some pet 

parents’ 
purchases ... 
or what the 
starred clues’ 
answers 
are?

 32 Wise words
 34 Functions

 35 Stitches
 40 American 

Heart Month, 
briefly

 41 Currency in 
Tokyo

 47 James Bond 
novelist 
Fleming

 48 Prefix with 
“gender”

 49 Wake-up 
sound

 50 Flood barrier
 51 Foreboding 

signs
 54 Hawaiian 

porch
 55 Make 

amends
 56 Fixes up
 61 Before, in 

verse
 62 Cartoon 

frame

Universal Crossword
Edited by Taylor Johnson January 27, 2025
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Canine Closet by Renee Thomason1/27

1/26

ACROSS
  1 Guiding 

principles
  6 Small flying 

pest
 10 Nintendo 

consoles 
with remotes

 14 Smell of hot 
cider, say

 15 Interlock
 16 Carve into 

glass or 
stone

 17 Mixed drink 
that is  
essentially a 
Cuba libre

 19 “That makes 
sense”

 20 Giggly  
outburst

 21 Skedaddles
 23 Spiritual 

glow
 24 Ran like 

Usain (pun 
intended!)

 28 God, to a 
Rastafarian

 29 Navigation 
gadget: 
Abbr.

 30 Mark made 
on a canvas

 32 Salon  
offering

 33 ___ out 
(barely got 
by)

 34 Boats that 
are paddled

 37 Ones who 
always help 
others

 39 Middle  
Eastern ruler

 40 One-eighties
 43 Going off  

the rails
 46 Elation
 49 Take  

advantage of

 50 Eugene or 
Dan Levy, 
for the 2024 
Primetime 
Emmys

 51 Walking 
support

 52 Unleash
 54 Pauses in 

hostilities
 56 Tree of 

Knowledge’s 
garden

 57 Question 
when 
checking on 
a friend ... or 
a hint to two 
pairs of letters 
in 17-, 30- or 
43-Across

 61 Cain’s brother
 62 Parks who 

would not 
move to the 
back of  
the bus

 63 Sequence 
of musical 
notes

 64 Big Apple 
address 
letters

 65 Egg center
 66 “For Whom 

the Bell ___”
DOWN
  1 Livestock 

identifier
  2 Make level
  3 Four-baggers
  4 Largest city 

in Nebraska
  5 Clearheaded
  6 Sierra or 

Yukon maker
  7 Prefix with 

“classical” or 
“logical”

  8 Pose the 
question

  9 Academic 
propositions

 10 Bob who 
co-founded 
the Grateful 
Dead

 11 “Relax, I’m 
kidding!”

 12 Refrigerator 
feature

 13 Alternatives 
to man caves

 18 Flotsam, for 
instance

 22 Chicago 
summer hrs.

 25 Not just my
 26 Certain  

hallucinogen
 27 However 

briefly?
 30 Hon
 31 Guns, as  

an engine
 32 Honk source
 34 Sky blue
 35 Getting a 

kick out of
 36 Age of the 

Marquis de 
Lafayette 
when he 
became a 
major general

 37 Exotic pool 
feature

 38 Sign, slangily
 40 “Not this 

again!”
 41 Chinese 

“way”
 42 Sounds of 

hesitation
 44 Spot for 

some MDs
 45 Official 

document 
certifier

 46 Relative of  
a coyote

 47 Low soccer 
tie

 48 Enthusiastic 
agreement

 51 Kaley of “The 
Big Bang 
Theory”

 53 Sole
 55 Coating on 

iron
 58 Pooh’s pal
 59 Night class 

subj.
 60 Go on  

and on

Universal Crossword
Edited by David Steinberg December 2, 2024
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Is Everything All Right? by Zachary David Levy12/2

12/1

Solution from 
last week's 

puzzle:

Sudoku &
Crossword 

puzzles:

YOUR AD HERE!
ONLY $10 / WEEK

Contact
ads@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESCRIPTION SHOP MARFA
A full-service pharmacy. Now 

accepting many insurance plans 
for service while you wait.

105 East Oak Street,
next to Marfa Country Clinic

 432.729.4244 
rxshopmarfa@gmail.com

YOUR AD HERE!
ONLY $10 / WEEK

Contact
ads@bigbendsentinel.com

YOUR AD HERE!
ONLY $10 / WEEK

Contact
ads@bigbendsentinel.com

YOUR AD HERE!
ONLY $10 / WEEK

Contact
ads@bigbendsentinel.com

MARFA SHORTHORNS
SPORTS CALENDAR

Acupuncture 
in Marfa
now located  

905 A- W San Antonio 
find details at 

www.tinyurl.com/acumarfa

Giselle Torres
10th grade - etching

DRAWING OF THE WEEKCome worship with us

First United 
Methodist Church
Do not fear, for I am with you,

    do not be afraid, 
for I am your God;

I will strengthen you, 
I will help you,

    I will uphold you with my 
victorious right hand.

Isaiah 41:10

Sundays 9 am
Pastor Stephen White

110 W Washington Steet
Marfa 432-729-4534

•

•

P l e a s e 
r e c y c l e 

t h i s 
p a p e r

For more sports 
events 

please visit:

marfaisd.com/events

MAY Thu, Feb 6 Fri, Feb 7 Mon, Feb 10 Tue, Feb 11 Wed, Feb 12

BREAKFAST
POWER 

BREAKFAST, 
JUICE, FRUIT, MILK

CINNAMON ROLL, 
BACON, JUICE, 

FRUIT, MILK
NO SCHOOL

DONUT, 
SAUSAGE, JUICE, 

FRUIT, MILK

BURRITO, HASH 
BROWN, JUICE, 

FRUIT, MILK

LUNCH

HAMBURGER/
CHEESEBURGER, 
CHIPS, TOMATO 

CUP, SALAD, 
PEARS

X-TREME BURRITO, 
CUCUMBERS, CORN, 
ROSY APPLESAUCE, 

DESSERT
NO SCHOOL

BREADED 
DRUMSTICKS, 

BISCUIT, SALAD, 
SWEET POTATOES, 

FRUIT

WALKING 
TACO, BEANS, 

TOMATOES, 
PINEAPPLE, 

DESSERT

☺MARFA SCHOOL LUNCH MENU☺

Alta Marfa Winery
Texas Wine & Food
Thursday - Sunday
5:00pm - 10:00pm 
120 N Austin St.

instagram: 
@altamarfa for updates

7th: Varsity Basketball at Terlingua
11th: Girls Basketball Playoffs - Marfa vs. Buena Vista in Ft. Stockton

Marfa Shorthorns secure back-to-back district titles, eye historic undefeated run

By LINDA OJEDA 

MARFA — The Marfa Shorthorns boys’ basketball team has clinched 
its second consecutive district championship and is on the verge of 
making history with an undefeated district title — something the 
program hasn’t achieved in over 17 years.

Entering the season with a young and determined mindset, the Horns 
overcame significant challenges, including the loss of four starters to 
graduation in 2024 and two players to injury this year. With only two 
returners from last season’s roster, first-year head coach Arron Luna 
embraced the challenge, leaning on junior Alejandro Rodriguez and 
senior Derick Campos to lead the squad. Their efforts, along with a 
developing team-first mentality, have helped Marfa find its rhythm and 

step up in key moments.
In the championship game, the Shorthorns faced a tough battle against 

visiting Balmorhea, with both teams exchanging leads throughout. In 
the fourth quarter, Marfa’s defense took control, thanks to the efforts 
of Garry Webb and Asael Zubia, who shut down Balmorhea’s second-
chance opportunities with strong rebounding and defensive stops. Webb 
and Zubia also contributed with key steals, contested shots and assists, 
helping Marfa secure a hard-fought 57-49 victory.

With one game left in district play, a win on Friday at Terlingua would 
mark Marfa’s first undefeated district championship since 2008.

Leading scorers:
• Alejandro Rodriguez – 20
• Garry “Gopher” Webb – 11

• Austin McGary – 9
• Asael Zubia – 6
• Derick Campos – 4

Lady Horns ready for playoff battle
The Marfa Lady Horns have earned a spot in the playoffs and are 

set to take on Buena Vista for the bi-district championship on Tuesday, 
February 11, 2025, in Fort Stockton. Tip-off is scheduled for 5 p.m.

Tickets are available for $3 (students) and $5 (adults).
Come out and support the Lady Horns as they look to advance in the 

postseason!

Photos by Felipe Fierro

Rayn Martinez flies down the court attacking Fort Davis.Ava Flores looks for an opening in the Fort Davis defense.
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Popular Alpine tavern to reopen this spring
By ROB D’AMICO
rob@bigbendsentinel.com

ALPINE — The death of Harry Mois 
in September 2022 sent a wave of grief 
through many Alpine residents who had 
spent some 15 years visiting his little 
tavern — Harry’s Tinaja — on Holland 
Avenue to sip beers with friends. Tourists 
also streamed in on many days after they 
read about Harry’s in publications across 
the country or were intrigued by the bar’s 
front awning, rows of logs adorned with 
animal skulls and horns.

Whether visiting or local, many 
described Harry as the friendliest 
bartender they’ve met, which is contrary 
to what you’d expect from someone with 
a low, gruff, German accent and an often 
quiet demeanor. Hundreds attended a 
memorial party at the bar after his death 
at age 61, and then the speculation began: 
“What’s to become of Harry’s Tinaja?” 
was on everyone’s mind. Harry’s son 
Michael was not intent on running it 
(and was just in college at the time), so 
the family sold the building, and it sat 
vacant with former patrons driving by its 
dark windows, wondering if and when 
someone would bring back the warm, 
welcoming pub.

“I really fell in love with the place. It's 
just super cool,” said Tim Wilson, who 
purchased the property last year and 
plans to reopen it this spring. “It had a 
loyal following and the idea was to bring 
it back, but with new picnic tables. I am 
going to leave everything else alone.” 

Wilson — an El Paso resident who 
visits Alpine often — also owns Railroad 
Blues up the street, another popular bar 
and music venue, as well as the Whiskey 
Dicks and Soggy Peso restaurant/bars in 
El Paso and New Mexico.

“I remember it being open and there was 
never, ever a dull moment at Harry's,” 
said Harry’s son, Michael Mois. “It's 
a pretty big deal for me, and I thought 
it was pretty awesome that [Wilson] is 
keeping it as Harry's still. For a little bit I 
was thinking about taking over, but I was 
already doing my own thing in college.” 

In addition to a long wooden bar backed 
by several taps where regulars caught up 

with each other, Harry’s patio was also a 
gathering spot where patrons could grab 
some pop-up food and listen to music on 
good-weather days.

Wilson said he would have kept the 
picnic tables, but the insurance company 
wasn’t keen on old wood with “splinters.” 
“The tables that are there, unfortunately, 
have had a lot of asses on them,” he said. 
“So, I will have some much nicer picnic 

tables. That's probably going to be the 
nicest thing on the whole property, to be 
honest with you.” 

Staying, Wilson said, will be the long-
enduring decor: Walls plastered with 
antlers, bumper stickers and signs of 
every variety (including “Don’t Marfa 
my Alpine”) and beer mugs — the kind of 
junk that makes people feel at home. The 
only other thing Wilson said he might do 

is “knock the dust off all that.”
According to an obituary published in 

The Big Bend Sentinel, Mois was born 
in Schwandorf, Germany, and ultimately 
became brewmaster at several breweries 
in Germany and Denmark. After years 
of traveling — often on motorcycles 
— he settled in Alpine and opened the 
Edelweiss Restaurant and Brewery in 
2005 at the Holland Hotel.

Mois opened Harry’s Tinaja in 2007, 
which “quickly became a home away from 
home for locals,” the obituary said. “Harry 
had an uncanny and perhaps unmatched 
ability to bring people of all walks of 
life together in merriment. He hosted 
baby showers, bachelor and bachelorette 
parties, birthdays, retirements, and of 
course, all the important sporting events, 
always supported by a loyal team of 
bartenders whom he loved in his ‘rough 
around the edges’ way.”

Michael Mois remembers walking from 
the then-home of the Alpine Christian 
School he attended on Holland Avenue 
to stay under the watch of his father at 
the bar, since his mother Tresa, now 
deceased, had cancer at the time. “I met 
a lot of people there and these people 
impacted my life in a good way,” he said. 
“And they still are awesome.”

“I can't tell you the amount of people 
that have gotten ahold of me one way 
or another to just ask, ‘Hey, when's the 
[reopening] happening?’” he added.

Wilson said he is still handling TABC 
permitting, but Harry’s should be open 
in the next couple of months. During 
that time, he said he’s going to look into 
photos and other items to recognize the 
bar’s past. “That’s going to be our next 
step,” he said, “to put all that kind of stuff 
on the wall.”

Photo courtesy of Harry’s Tinaja Facebook
Harry’s provided a home away from home for many Alpine residents, and the new owner hopes to keep the atmosphere the same.

Coyote nonprofit offers advice on sightings
TRI-COUNTY — To address the talk and sightings of coyotes in and 

around Marfa, here are a few suggestions posted on Facebook from 
Landes Bell, a zoo and animal guy. “Female coyotes are in estrus now 
and are attracting groups of males; if you see groups of coyotes that is the 
reason, it is not a ‘pack’ and only occurs in mid-winter. If you love your 
cat do not let it out of the house.”

The Protect Coyote organization — a national nonprofit organization 
based in Northern California whose mission is to promote compassionate 
conservation and coexistence between people and wildlife — asks, “Has 
a coyote ever followed you or your dog while you are walking in your 
neighborhood or the park?” If so, you may have felt afraid, perhaps 
thought the coyote was stalking you, or that an attack was imminent. But 
don’t fear. Coyotes are naturally curious animals and often engage in this 
behavior called ‘escorting.’” 

Escorting is when the coyote, sometimes with its mate, makes sure that 
you are leaving its territory, according to Project Coyote, which added 
that this behavior is most often seen from early March to late April, when 
coyote parents are protecting their puppies. 

Escorting most often happens in early morning or in the evening, and 
because they may see dogs as a threat to their babies, “it’s most often seen 
by dog walkers.”

Breeding season is January through March, and pups are born March 
through May. The drought here in Far West Texas has changed some 
of their natural behavior to bring coyotes and other wildlife into towns 
looking for food or water. Keep a heads up and leave out water if so 
inclined, advises the nonprofit. Make sure to bring in food you may leave 
out for cats or other animals inside. Sharing our habitat is an important 
consideration and challenge. Photo by Gregory "Slobirdr" Smith for Wikemedia Commons

Texas gas prices in flux with big gaps between highs and lows
TEXAS — Average gasoline prices in Texas have fallen 1 cent per gallon in the last week, averaging 

$2.66/g today, according to GasBuddy's survey of 13,114 stations in Texas. Prices in Texas are 1.8 cents per 
gallon higher than a month ago and stand 17.6 cents per gallon lower than a year ago. The national average 
price of diesel has decreased 2.4 cents in the last week and stands at $3.626 per gallon.

According to GasBuddy price reports, the cheapest station in Texas was priced at $2.08/g yesterday while 
the most expensive was $3.29/g, a difference of $1.21/g. The lowest price in the state yesterday was $2.08/g, 

while the highest was $3.29/g, a difference of $1.21/g.
The national average price of gasoline has fallen 3.5 cents per gallon in the last week, averaging $3.04/g 

today. The national average is down 1.4 cents per gallon from a month ago and stands 10.3 cents per gallon 
lower than a year ago, according to GasBuddy data compiled from more than 11 million weekly price reports 
covering over 150,000 gas stations across the country.

Marfa ISD Secondary Honors

Photos courtesy of Candy Dominguez
Marfa High School Teachers of the Month for November and 
December Ms. Donel Hartnett and Ms. Lora Loya with Principal 
Candy Dominguez.

Marfa Junior High and High School Students of the Month for November and December: from left, Miguel Rey, Dariela Munoz Martinez, 
Principal Candy Dominguez, Zoey Salgado and Fatima Floresvillar.
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Experience Donald Judd’s 
art as installed within his 
former living and working 
spaces in downtown Marfa. 
These spaces, including his 
libraries and studios, 
consider his ideas for the 
permanent installation of art 
within historic buildings.

Free for residents of Presidio, 
Brewster, and Jeff Davis 
counties. 

Judd Foundation is open 
Tuesday through Sunday
 and offers two distinct 
guided visits. Please visit our 
office, 104 South Highland 
Avenue, or website for the 
current schedule. 

For more information and to 
book reservations please 
visit juddfoundation.org  
or call 432 729 4406. 

Judd 
Foundation

Native Plant Society of Texas hosts 
talk on climate project

ALPINE — The Big Bend Chapter of the Native Plant Society of Texas 
will hold this month's program on Saturday, February 22,  at 1 p.m. in the 
AEP room of the Alpine Public Library.

Ramon Gonzalez, a local climate activist from Presidio, will be discussing 
“Everything is Connected in Presidio.” This transformative project is 
focused on two strategies — climate resilience and pollution reduction 

— and seeks to use green infrastructure, nature-based solutions, and 
technology to make a greener and more resilient Presidio. The project will 
mitigate extreme heat and flooding; reduce pollution; and create a cooling 
center as a place of refuge during heat emergencies. All are welcome. You 
need not be a member to attend. To sign up or get information, contact 
Fonda at fondag@sbcglobal.net as space is limited.

Marfa Elementary students and teachers were honored at the school 
board meeting on Monday night. Marfa Elementary Teachers of the 
Month are Dyslexia Coordinator Janet Enriquez and Kindergarten 
Teacher Victoria Villarreal. Students of the Month are fourth-grader 
Helena Padilla and pre-kindergartener Rio Mendoza.

 Photo courtesy of Rosie Martinez

Marfa ISD 
Elementary Honors

Sen. César Blanco files bill to address food insecurity
AUSTIN —  State Sen. César J. Blanco has filed Senate Bill 1031 to 

address Texas’ growing backlog of Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) applications, ensuring families can keep food on the 
table.  

Texas is one of only five states that has not adopted a streamlined 
eligibility system. SB 1031 requires the Texas Health and Human 
Services Commission (HHSC) to implement a monthly quality control 
review for a random sample of SNAP households rather than reviewing 
every case, ensuring accurate benefit allotments without unnecessary 
delays.  

“With an understaffed HHSC burdened by application backlogs, 
families are having to wait months for food assistance, while food 

banks work tirelessly to fill the gap,” said Senator Blanco. “This bill 
cuts through the red tape, streamlines the process, and ensures Texans 
get the help they need without unnecessary delays." 

SB 1031 extends the standard SNAP eligibility period to 12 months 
for most recipients and streamlines the reporting process by allowing 
automated processing for cases with no changes in income, household 
composition, or residence. 

"Families shouldn't face bureaucratic obstacles just to access food 
assistance," said Senator Blanco. "I'm committed to ensuring Texans 
get help faster while equipping HHSC to meet demand. Addressing this 
backlog will reduce delays and make sure families receive support when 
they need it most." 

DISPATCHES FROM MISD 
JOURNALISM CLASS

Marfa Blooms 

By Isaiah and Messiah

In this month’s article, we decided to focus on Marfa Blooms by 
interviewing the students taking the class: Mia Dominguez, Kassanda 
Garcia, Piper Donaldson, Annaka Salcido, and their teacher, Mrs. 
Donaldson. 

We began by speaking with Mrs. Donaldson. When we asked her what 
exactly Marfa Blooms was, she explained, “So Marfa Blooms is our 
agro business. The girls that take this class grow flowers and then we sell 
the flowers wholesale.” She shared that last year the class created small 
decorations and vases for businesses like Hotel Saint George, Dairy Queen, 
and Bitter Sugar. They also sold large bouquets to Cochineal and Ocotillo. 
Ultimately, the class calculates their total expenses and earnings. They need 
to make at least $3,000 and pay that back to the Alamito Foundation to 
ensure the class continues for future students. Any leftover funds are split 
between a nonprofit and the student entrepreneurs. Last year, they donated 
some money to the Marfa Education Foundation, and split the rest, with 
each Marfa Blooms student taking home over $100. Since they are now 
down to just five girls, the more money they earn, the more each student 
can take home.

Mrs. Donaldson noted, “They spend a lot of time learning about business, 
how to run one, and all about growing plants.”  Mia commented, “Marfa 
Blooms is like a growing experience.” 

Next, we asked Mrs. Donaldson how she plans to improve this year. 
She mentioned, “Yeah, we had to move the greenhouse and start all over. 
Learning to figure things out has been challenging since we don’t have a 
gardener anymore. Hopefully, next year will be easier because we won’t 
have to redo all the boxes. This past semester, we struggled with goatheads, 
and moving the turf was tough, so we’re hopeful for a better start next 
school year. It really depends on how committed the kids want to be over 
the summer.”

We then inquired about any profit goals the class had besides the $3,000 
minimum. Mrs. Donaldson expressed a desire to at least double the previous 
year’s profits. Last year, students made around $120 each and donated $500 
to MEF, so doubling that could increase the donation to $1,000. The class 
started the year with $2,000 to spend on necessities, so better profits would 
allow for a larger starting budget for the following year.

We ended by asking the students how their experiences changed this 
year, especially for those who were returning. Piper and Mia shared that 
not having to drive out of town to the greenhouse was a significant change, 
and with the class now consisting only of girls, they had to handle all the 
physically demanding tasks that the boys did in the past. Sara added, “Well, 
since we don’t have Juan anymore, we have to do most of the work keeping 
the greenhouse up and running. I think next year will be better because 
we now know what went wrong this year and what we can improve going 
forward. This year was mainly about figuring out what works and what 
doesn’t.” 

The only newcomer to the class is Annaka Salcido, so we asked her how 
her experience is going. “Well, it’s been pretty good. I’ve learned a lot 
about business and money management as well as how to plant.” Finally, 
we asked the girls about their favorite aspects of the class. Piper shared that 
she enjoys the business side, while Mia and Kassanda highlighted their love 
for planting. Sara, who initially thought her favorite would be the financing 
aspect, said that so far, her favorite part has been working on the website 
and being hands-on in the greenhouse. Annaka added, “Whenever we finish 
a task, seeing the progress we’ve made feels really good.”

Spring Semester gets off to a rocky start: An opinion

By Itzel and Asael

The spring semester at Marfa High School has officially begun, and 
already, 2025 is proving to be a tough year! Late starts due to cold weather 
and power conservation efforts have disrupted the usual flow of school, 
impacting students’ motivation and focus. It seems like everyone is getting 
sick. Teachers and administrators have been out, and with no substitutes 
available no one knows what is going on or where to go half the time, as 
our other teachers cram additional students into their rooms. These doubled 
classes can make instruction more difficult, too, even if the absent teachers 
leave lesson plans and Google Classroom work.

On Tuesday, the internet went down just as semester benchmarks were set 
to take place. It seemed about right that the morning would begin in chaos!

We are only a few weeks into the semester, and yet it feels like a struggle 
to maintain momentum. Two weeks of arriving at school at 10 a.m. due 
to weather and power concerns has only added to the frustration. Some 
students expressed confusion over the decision not to grant any weather-
related days off, especially considering these days have not been used yet. 
Some teachers said that in order for school to be done by May, we need 
to conserve our inclement weather days, but the overall feeling among 
students is that the late starts feel disruptive and unproductive.

I spoke with Dariela Muñoz about her thoughts on the semester so far. She 
shared, “I am tired of school already. I want to go home every day because 
it’s just so annoying to be here all the time, and it’s really cold. I’m ahead 
in all my classes; why can’t I just leave school early?” As she said this, my 
reporting partner Asael nodded his head. “I agree completely!” he said.

Madison Cash echoed these frustrations, saying, “It’s so boring being 
here. It was literally negative one degree outside, and they still made us 
come to school.” Giselle added, “I feel like this part of the school year just 
goes by so slowly. Everyone is kind of over it and ready for summer break.”

I also had the opportunity to speak with Ms. Powers, who had to leave 
school early last Tuesday due to a migraine. She reflected on the difficulties 

of the current school year, stating, “I really thought about how hard this 
school year has been and how much I have left to do. I still have so much 
paperwork, a big art competition to plan with my students, and field trips 
to organize. The sixth-graders need a lot of prep time, and the yearbook 
deadline is coming up, which is always stressful. Spring semesters are 
always hard.”

With students feeling overwhelmed and eagerly anticipating spring 
break, and teachers juggling various responsibilities as the testing season 
approaches, the current cold weather and constant wind has added to the 
strain. However, there is hope that if we can all make it through the next six 
weeks until spring break, the school year will be fun again!

 
Darkroom

By Jose

So, across the street where the welding shop is, there are two classrooms. 
One, obviously, is used by  Mr. Martinez’s class when they aren’t in the 
shop. The other isn’t being used by teachers and is only used as storage. 
Recently, Mr. Martinez’s class has been cleaning that room out so the 
school can make a darkroom. It was really messy in there, but  we all helped 
out by throwing trash out and organizing the room so now it’s about ready 
to be worked on. 

We asked Martinez how he feels about the room next door being used as a 
darkroom and he said, “Well, I don’t know how I feel about them using the 
room next to mine because they might disturb my classes. But, it was either 
that room or the bandhall, and we need the bandhall for conjunto practice, 
so I told them to use the room next to mine.”

If you’re curious about what a darkroom is, it is a light-tight room used 
for handling light-sensitive materials, such as photographic emulsions. It 
can be completely dark or illuminated with the help of a safelight filter 
(which looks like a red light bulb) to process photographic films. You may 
have seen darkrooms in movies or on TV; they were once essential for 
developing film before the advent of digital photography! 

I believe some of the art students will be looking forward to this 
collaboration between Ms. Powers and the Chinati Foundation. Ms. Powers 
stated, “Film photography can be really fun. There’s a lot to learn about 
light, aperture, and focus, but no matter what, developing your first roll of 
film and printing it in the darkroom is actually magical! Learning about this 
many years ago as a high school student taught me about how my own eyes 
work and how cameras operate!”

Benchmark Testing

By Giselle

This week we are beginning to take benchmark tests. Tuesday, freshmen 
and sophomores took the English test, and freshmen also had their biology 
benchmarks. Wednesday, freshmen did math and juniors did history. I 
decided to ask students how they felt about benchmarking. (Benchmarks, 
by the way, are just fancy practice tests meant to be like the STAAR, 
sometimes they are old STAAR tests.)

The first person I asked was Dariela Muñoz, a sophomore at Marfa ISD. 
She said testing “is really annoying,” and, “I just try to get  it over with, and 
not worry about it too much.” She continued, “I think this benchmarking 
was on very short notice. And so I just went with it and got it over with.”

Zoey Salgado, another sophomore at Marfa ISD, said, “I slept during the 
benchmark, for a power nap.” She told this reporter that she stayed up past 
1 a.m. playing Minecraft. So, during the benchmark, which is untimed, 
Zoey began with a nap. She continued to explain, “Then I would wake up 
and get studious, then I would fall back asleep, then get studious again.” 

Overall, personally, I also think that the benchmark is sometimes 
administered out of nowhere, and find it a little bit annoying! In general, 
the test itself wasn’t bad. The English 2 test wasn’t super long, it was just 
36 questions. Overall, the only really confusing part was a poem at the end. 
After the English benchmark, we talked a bit after, and we all agreed we 
didn’t really understand what that poem was about. 

Ayven Pippen, a junior, said that he feels pretty confident in his history 
benchmark test because he said it will be easy and that he usually always 
passes his history test. Ayven continued that history isn’t really a hard 
subject because many things are mostly common sense. Ayven overall 
doesn’t enjoy benchmarking, but he also isn’t worried about his outcome 
because he is confident he will pass.

Ms. Powers, the art teacher, pointed out that the benchmark can throw 
routines off, she said, “It’s a little hard to do lesson plans when you don’t 
know what students are going to be in your class, and it is also hard to get 
students motivated after they are all done benchmarking! So I try to just give 
fun, easy assignments like the stickers we’re doing now. I wouldn’t want 
to make people do something difficult right after benchmarking. Testing 
for hours makes y’all totally zoinked out. And really, anything outside the 
regular school routine really throws the students off, so it’s best to just make 
stickers and listen to music.”

Finally, the sophomore class found it a bit annoying that someone’s car 
alarm kept honking for the longest time ever outside the window of the 
room where we were testing! And we were just kind of wondering who it 
was, but we couldn’t even say anything since we have to pretend like it’s 
a real test! 

But, this week has been benchmark week, even if the Wi-Fi was messed 
up, even if we stayed up all night playing Minecraft, even if we don’t want 
to be here, even if there was a car alarm going off outside. 

Overall, though, everyone understands that the benchmarks are very 
necessary, especially at this time of year, so the school can get an idea at 
where we are at with our learning before STAAR testing.
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Ongoing
Weekly

Events &
Classes

Free Zumba Classes
Monday & Wednesday at 6:30pm at Marfa 
Public Library

Yin Yoga
Tuesdays at 12pm at Marfa Public Library
Free Meditation Classes
Tuesday & Thursday at 6:00pm at Marfa 
Public Library
AA (online & sometimes in-person)
Saturday at 12:00pm at https://tinyurl.
com/y686nnw2 & sometimes in-person at 
Marfa Public Library
AA (in-person)
Monday & Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. at
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
The Alpine Farmers Market
Saturday at 9:00am - 12:00pm
at Alpine Visitor Center

Note: Schedules are subject to change.
Please call or visit business websites to 
con�irm that event is happening.

Ongoing
Weekly

Events &
Classes

AROUND THE BIG BEND

Presented by...
YOUR BRAND HERE!

Email ads@bigbendsentinel.com

Thur
Feb

6

Hike with Homeless Dogs
10am - 11am at Davis Mountains State Park
Help a homeless dog have a great time on the 
trail!

Ross Bullock
7pm - 9pm at The Ritchey
Come watch Ross Bullock play at The Ritchey, no 
cover!

Crafts & Drafts
4pm - 8pm at Alcove Social
$1 off all Craft & Draft beers from 4pm-8pm

Social Dance Class
6pm - 10pm at Granada Theatre
Dance your way into the experience of a lifetime! 
You are invited to the Granada Theatre for dances 
including salsa, merengue, cha-cha, waltz, swing 
and cumbia!

Fri
Feb

7

First Friday Song Swap
6pm - 9pm at Far West Guitars
First Friday song swap is at Far West Guitars 
6pm-dusk.

Retirement Party
5pm - 7pm at Alpine Public Library
The public is invited to come bid farewell and 
good luck to Alpine Public Library, Children’s 
Librarian Mary Beth Garrett. Come celebrate her 
years of service to the children of Alpine, Friday, 
February 7th from 5-7pm!

Colt Wayne Keeney & Alex Teller
7pm - 9pm at The Ritchey
Come watch Colt Wayne Keeney & Alex Teller play 
at The Ritchey, no cover!

Sun
July
25

Ballroom Marfa Presents: Calder Allen
11:00am - 12:30am at Balmorhea State Park
Dive into the history, science, and signi�icance 
of Balmorhea State Park on this accessible 
guided walking tour.

Mon
July
15

Los Yonkes Gallos vs. 
Austin Ramblers
6:00pm at Vizcaino Park
The Yonke Gallos de Marfa, hometown sandlot 
baseball team, will face off with the Austin 
Ramblers at 6 p.m. at Vizcaino Park followed by 
�ireworks. Vendors will be on hand as will BBQ 
for sale.

Open Mic Night
6:00pm - 8:00pm at Amigo
Come join in the band or just listen to others! 
Open Mic Tuesdays at Amigo, 6pm!

Tue
Aug
20

Looking to 
submit an 

event? 

Scan our QR
code here:

Launch Party - One Tail at a Time
5pm - 8pm at Siempre Marfa
Launch party in celebration of the pets & people 
of far west Texas.

Cow Dog Open Mic
12pm - 4pm at Cow Dog
Come play a tune or just sit back and enjoy the 
music with lunch and a cold drink at the Cow Dog 
Open Mic. Hosted by Rome every Saturday from 
Noon-4pm.

Ross Fleming
7pm - 9pm at The Ritchey
Come watch Ross Fleming play at The Ritchey, no 
cover!

Sat
Feb

8

Sun
Oct
20

Rock Stars of the Davis Mountains
2pm at Davis Mountains State Park
Come learn about the eruptive origin of our 
amazing geology.

Alex Teller
7pm - 9pm at The Ritchey
Come watch Alex Teller play at The Ritchey, no 
cover! 

Sun
Jan
19

Rock Stars of the Davis Mountains
2pm - 3pm at Davis Mountains State Park
Come learn about the eruptive origin of our 
amazing geology.

Sun
Feb

9

FROM THE ARCHIVES

February 21, 1947

Mayor Believes Stress 
Needed On Marfa 

Marfa should "tell the world" about its climate and scenic 
attractions until certain other, desirable attractions are also available 
to outline to the prospective visitor as reasons for his spending time 
here. That is the opinion of the mayor of Marfa, H. A. Coffield, 
who spoke in that tenor to men of the Lions Club, and their ladies, 
Friday night as the club's second anniversary was celebrated with a 
dinner in the Colonial Room of Crews Hotel.

The city official urged that business men be fair in their 
consideration of their business volume these days, making sure that 
they compare such years as 1946 and early months of 1947 with 
similar periods in pre-war days rather than with years when the 
community's trade was abnormal as a result of military population. 
He continued:— "With what are we going to replace the trade that 
came with the army? Time will tell. In the meantime, we should 
stir up what we can, working for civic improvement and as that is 
done this person and that person will become busier and the entire 
town will profit. We have community advantages that many towns 
lack. Instead of bemoaning that which we do not have to attract 
the visitor we should tell those who would come here of those 
appealing things that we do have. Some day we'll have more to tell 
them." 

Area planning rather than mere localized promotion was 
advocated by Mr. Coffield as being practical and wise. He urged 
that no aid be asked of the federal government at this time. In the 
course of time, in his opinion, a dam on the Rio Grande will be a 
reality and will do much for the benefit of this area.

Guitar in the Big Bend concerts this week
TRI-COUNTY — Acclaimed international concert artists Duo Fortis 

will be coming to Alpine and Marfa for two concerts and a masterclass 
this week in a program sponsored by Guitar in the Big Bend and Sul Ross 
State University Music Program. 

Performing together as Duo Fortis, Isaac Bustos and Alejandro Montiel 
(both professors of guitar at the University of Texas at San Antonio), have 
traveled the world performing and teaching. In the fall season of 2024 
alone, Duo Fortis performed and taught in Columbia, Argentina and Chile 
along with various locations throughout the United States.

Guitar in the Big Bend events are made possible by generous support 
from The City of Alpine, The Hotel Paisano, West Texas National Bank 
and Sul Ross State University Music Program. 

More information can be found at www.guitarinthebigbend.com, 
Instagram at @guitarinthebigbend and Facebook at Guitar in the Big 
Bend.

The schedule for Guitar in the Big Bend 2025 is:

Free Marfa concert
Duo Fortis
February, 7, doors 6:30 p.m., performance at 7 p.m.
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

Alpine Events:
Free Alpine concert
Duo Fortis 
February, 8, doors at 5:30 p.m., performance at 6 p.m.
Museum of the Big Bend, Alpine

Masterclass
February, 8 1-3 p.m.
Sul Ross State University, Fine Arts Building

Texas Luthier Display / Presentation
February, 8, 3-5 p.m.
Sul Ross State University, Fine Arts Building

Jeff Davis County residents to exchange ideas 
on community building

By Jeanine Southerland
For The Big Bend Sentinel

FORT DAVIS – More than 50 local residents 
attended a community-building meeting Tuesday 
evening hosted by Jeff Davis County Judge Curtis 
Evans at Mobile Comunidad’ s Mountain View 
Café to share ideas based on the book 13 Ways to 
Kill Your Community.

The event was a localized version of the recent 
Alpine Community Projects summit held in Alpine 
with the book’s author, Doug Griffiths. Evans and 
about a dozen other Fort Davis residents attended 
that January event, which drew more than 200 
from throughout the tri-county region.

During the Fort Davis repeat of the program, 
attendees from businesses, organizations, 
governmental entities, and nonprofits joined 
retirees and citizens from varied backgrounds 
to view a video of the author’s talk and had the 
opportunity to generate suggestions that could be 
potentially implemented in Jeff Davis County. 

Ideas submitted included promoting the area as 
a good location for remote jobs, creating a podcast 

featuring Fort Davis businesses, connecting 
students and senior citizens for entrepreneurial 
mentorships, encouraging new businesses to 
locate in vacant buildings, and offering more fiber 
internet, as well as community wifi.

Other topics discussed covered awareness of 
the area’s water supply, the need for affordable 
workforce housing, and expanded healthcare 
access, a focus for Evans. One of the suggestions 
touted by the author involves neighboring 
communities working collaboratively on big-
picture needs, as well as businesses within 
communities cooperating to attract new and even 
competing businesses.

As both the author and Evans mentioned, 
communities need to find “boomerang” solutions 
to encourage youth to go to college or gain 
experience outside of the area and then bring those 
skills back to their hometowns. Griffiths began 
and ended his presentation by stating that those 
who do not want to kill their communities need 
to find their community’s unique identity and use 
that in marketing strategies to attract visitors, new 
residents, and businesses. 

Localized versions of the January summit will be 
hosted in other communities in the tri-county area 
by mid-February. Feedback from all of the sessions 
will be gathered, curated, and disseminated by 
Alpine Community Projects to those who have 
attended and will be made available online. 
Additional related meetings and forums will be 
planned to build on the ideas generated including 
addressing poverty and managing transportation 
concerns.

One idea benefiting from the momentum of 
the community-building discussions in the area 
is a regional Chamber of Commerce to help 
local businesses already here, as well as those 
considering locating here. Those interested in 
that project can be connected to it by contacting 
Alpine Community Projects through their website, 
alpinecommunityprojects.org.

Those interested in becoming involved in future 
projects in Jeff Davis County can be connected 
through the office of the county judge or by 
contacting admin@mobilecomunidad.org.

Annual Valentine’s in Valentine set for Feb. 15
VALENTINE — The 13th Annual Valentine’s in Valentine — entitled 

“Valentine in 3D” — will take place on Saturday, February 15, from 2 p.m. 
to midnight at the original Mercantile in Valentine.

The musical lineup includes: The Derailers, Doug Moreland Band, 

Conjunto Diferencia, David Beebe 3, Desert Undertones and special guest 
Zor the Fyre God. Tickets and more information can be found at www.
valentineinvalentinetx.com or on Instagram @valentineinvalentine.
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OBITUARIES

SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT: Ross David Burling, a lifelong citizen of Alpine, Texas, passed away 
peacefully in Boerne, Texas, on January 8, 2025. Ross was born May 29, 1961. (Obituary in the January 16 
Sentinel.) A memorial service for Ross will be held on February 10 at 10 a.m. at the American Legion in Alpine.

Larry Lee McCallister, age 70, 
passed away on January 27, 2025, 
at his home in Alpine, Texas.

 Born on February 8, 1954, 
in Hugoton, Kansas, Larry was 
the son of Thomas and Dorothy 
McCallister and the younger brother 
of Jim McCallister. Throughout his 
life, the family moved frequently 
due to job opportunities, living 
in various parts of New Mexico 
before moving to Texas. Larry 
graduated from Fort Stockton High 
School in 1972, where he was a 
standout athlete, participating in 
football, basketball and track. He 
was also honored with the title of 

Mr. FSHS.
After high school, Larry joined 

the U.S. Army, where he served 
as a sergeant, primarily stationed 
at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, in 
the 82nd Airborne Division. Upon 
his discharge in 1975, he returned 
to Fort Stockton and worked 
for Coors. His career eventually 
brought him to Alpine, where he 
bought the Crystal Bar in 1987, 
turning it into a popular gathering 
place for college students, 
cowboys, Dallas Cowboys fans, 
and anyone seeking a good time. 
After selling the bar, Larry worked 
many different places including 
Highland Concrete and later 
becoming self-employed.

In 1997, Larry married his best 
friend, Mary, after meeting her at 
the Crystal Bar eight years earlier. 
Together, they raised two beautiful 
daughters.

 Larry is survived by his wife, 
Mary McCallister; daughters, 
Sydney McCallister and Lyndsey 
Estepp (and her husband 
Cooper Estepp); his brother, 
Jim McCallister, and his wife, 
Terry McCallister; along with 
many nieces and nephews. He is 

preceded in death by his parents, 
one nephew, and one niece.

Larry was a man of few words, 
but his love for his family, dogs, 
friends, and the Dallas Cowboys 
was undeniable. He had a passion 
for fishing, spending time at the 
lake, and enjoying a whiskey 
and coke or a cold Coors Light. 
Above all, Larry was the ultimate 
“girl dad” and took great pride in 
supporting his daughters, whether 
they were competing in sports or 
involved in FFA.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
requests donations be made to 
the Big Bend Livestock Show 
Association at PO Box 1342, 
Alpine, TX 79831 or the Big Bend 
Amateur Softball Association.

A celebration of Larry’s life 
was held at the Alpine American 
Legion on Saturday, February 1, 
2025, at 2 p.m. All who knew and 
loved Larry were welcomed to join 
in celebrating the man, the myth, 
the legend, Larry McCallister.

Services have been entrusted 
to Alpine Memorial Funeral 
Home and gifts and condolences 
may be left by visiting www.
alpinememorialfuneralhome.com.

McCallister

Winn
Viola Marie Winn, age 83, of 

Kermit, Texas, went to be with 
the Lord, January 23, 2025. She 
was born in Fort Stockton, Texas, 
on May 9, 1941 to the late Juan 
Moreno and Camila Carrasco 
Moreno. She is a graduate of 
Artesia High School in Artesia, 
New Mexico, and went on to 
work for the United States Postal 

Service and became a postmaster.
She is survived by her son, 

Johnny Gonzales and wife Sonya 
of Hawkins, Texas; daughters 
Clarissa Zimmerman of Granbury, 
Texas, Julia Roberson and husband 
Daniel of Midland, Texas; sisters 
Pat Deanda and husband Jimmy 
of Oro Valley, Arizona, Lupe M. 
Pressey and husband Randall of 
Tucson, Arizona, Hilda Moreno 
of Artesia, New Mexico; brothers 
Ancieto Moreno and wife Sandy 
of Artesia, Johnny Moreno and 
wife Rennie of Albuquerque, 
Oscar Moreno and wife Dominga 
of Artesia, sister-in-law Valerie 
Moreno of Ruidoso, New Mexico; 
grandchildren Victoria Gonzales, 
Celina Nix, Adrian Gonzales, Caleb 
Roberson, Fredral Shade, Joseph 
Gonzales, Brittany Gonzales, 
XZavier Zimmerman; 19 great-
grandchildren, granddaughter-
in-law Jena Zimmerman, as well 

as many nieces, nephews, and 
extended family. 

She is preceded in death by her 
parents, Juan and Camila Moreno, 
her brother Antonio “Tony” 
Moreno, and beloved grandson 
Devon Zimmerman. 

Viola was a woman that was 
full of heart; she never met a 
stranger, was “mom” to a lot of 
people, not just her own children, 
and she loved her community 
in Kermit. She was a wonderful 
mother, grandmother, sister and 
friend. Viola enjoyed going to the 
casino to gamble as well as going 
dancing. 

A funeral Mass for Viola will 
be held February 28, 2025, at 10 
a.m. with a Rosary being recited 
beforehand at 9 a.m. at St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church, in Fort Stockton, 
with inurnment immediately 
following at St. Joseph's Catholic 
Cemetery in Fort Stockton.

Nunez
Ruben Lara Nunez, 83 years 

old, a proud Vietnam War veteran, 
passed away on January 6, 2025, 
in Midland, Texas, after a long 
battle with fibrosis of the lungs, 

which he fought to the end.
He passed at home, the way he 

wanted to. Ruben was born in 
Marfa, Texas, to Calistro and Lupe 
Nunez. Ruben joined the army on 
December 3, 1964. He served until 
being honorably discharged on 
December 2, 1967.

He was the oldest “Big Brother,” 
survived by three brothers, Oscar, 
Calistro Jr., and Ramon; three 
sisters, Lorina, Socorro and Viola 
(who he loved); his son James I. 
Nunez; and grandson

James Ruben Nunez and bonus 
granddaughter Meranda Robles 
Carrasco (who he cared deeply 
for).

He is preceded in death by his 
loving wife, Pearl Nunez, and his 

parents, Calistro and Lupe Nunez.
He enjoyed golfing and was a 

gun enthusiast. He loved watching 
old Clint Eastwood and Western 
movies. He was a member of 
Mid-Cities Church. Due to 
Agent Orange exposure from the 
Vietnam War, the last 10 years he 
spent fighting off an awful lung 
disease, fibrosis, he was finally 
promoted up to be with the Lord 
Jesus and in no more suffering. 
(Amen to that)

Services will be held either in 
March or April for both Ruben and 
Pearl Nunez.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of Nalley-Pickle & 
Welch Funeral Home & Crematory 
of Midland.

Garcia
Armando Oscar Garcia, lifelong 

resident of Marfa and proud 
veteran of the United States Army, 
answered the call to his eternal 
home on February 1, 2025, while 
in the company of his loved ones. 
Born in Marfa on July 23, 1937, to 
Juanita Garcia, "Mando" attended 
St. Mary's Catholic School and 
remained a devoted member of the 
Parish, serving it as a member of 
the Knights of Columbus. 

With a quarter in his pocket, 
Mando married the love of his life, 
Lucila “Lucy” Lujan on January 
5, 1957, and had with her four 
children, Glenn, Edward Samuel, 
Deborah Marie and Brenda Jo. 
Soon after he married Lucy, he 
enlisted in the United States Army, 
in which he served in active duty 
for seven years. Mando completed 
basic training in Fort Hood, Texas, 
then was stationed in Schofield 
Barracks, Hawaii, as part of the 
25th Infantry Division, Tropic 
Lightning. He deployed to the 
Indo-Pacific area of responsibility, 

serving in combat zones in 
Cambodia and Laos in the lead up 
to the Vietnam War.

Armando Garcia retired from 
active duty, honorably discharged 
with the rank of staff sergeant in 
December of 1964, then continued 
to serve in the Army Reserve/
Texas National Guard for another 
13 years. Still not finished serving 
his country, SSG Garcia was the 
Presidio County Veterans Affairs 
officer up until 2005.

He began his insurance career 
with American National Insurance 
Company from 1964 to 1972. 
He had a brief stint operating 
the Marfa classic, yet non-
eponymous, Mando's Restaurant 
alongside Lucy for two years, then 
returned to American National 
Insurance Company from which 
he retired in 1995. While at 
American National, his accolades 
within the company earned him 
award travel with Lucy at his side 
to Australia, Brazil, Denmark, 
France and Switzerland. Mando 
welcomed numerous children 
and families into his home as part 
of Lucy's daycare for over 30 
years. His civic service included 
membership in the Lions Club 
International, while his political 
life led to chair of the Presidio 
County Democratic Party. He was 
long-time member of the Merced 
Cemetery Association and played 
an integral role in acquiring a 
much needed acre of land for 
the cemetery for the continued 
dignified burial and interment of 
the deceased. For all his service 

to church, town, state and country, 
Mando yet reserved the most for 
his loved and loving family. 

He was preceded in death by his 
mother, Juanita; sons Sammy and 
Glenn; and wife Lucy, while his 
legacy lives on in his daughters 
Deborah Falknor and Brenda 
Garcia; son-in-law Kenneth 
Falknor, daughter-in-law Leticia 
Garcia; five grandchildren, 
Aaron Daniel Garcia, Andrea 
Marie Estrada, Marco Samuel 
Garcia, Jon Michael Fierro, and 
Steven Alexander Garcia; three 
granddaughters-in-law, Roxanna 
Perez, Benita Fierro, and Maria 
Teresa Garcia; and six great-
grandchildren, Diego Andres and 
Samuel Thomas Estrada, Selena 
Fierro, Emile Glenn and Elora 
Ann Garcia-Perez, and Lucero 
Inez Garcia. 

A funeral service for Armando 
O. Garcia will be held Saturday, 
February 8, 2025, at St. Mary's 
Catholic Church in Marfa, Texas, 
beginning with a visitation at 8 
a.m., Rosary at 9:30 a.m., and 
a funeral Mass to follow at 10 
a.m. Mando will then be laid to 
rest in Merced Cemetery with 
full military honors beside Lucy, 
Glenn and Sammy. Lunch will be 
provided at the St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church Parish Hall following the 
services. 

 Funeral services are entrusted 
to Alpine Memorial Funeral 
Home in Alpine, Texas. 
Condolences may be left at www.
alpinememorialfuneralhome.com.

Williams
“I have fought a good fight, I 

have finished my course, I have 
kept the faith.” — 2 Timothy 4:7 
KJV

 Shirley Ann Williams was born 
in Cleburne, Texas, on June 21, 
1966, to Rev. Cordell and Odena 
Mitchell. Shirley received Jesus 
as her Savior at an early age and 
received the Holy Spirit at age 
eleven. When Shirley was a child 
a prophetess prophesied that 
she would receive a healing and 
miracle ministry that would be 
called the Healing Revolution and 
it would go to the nations.

During her junior year of high 
school she went to Mexico for the 
entire summer and worked with 
missionaries throughout Mexico. 
She played her guitar and taught 
children the Word of God. She 
became very fluent in Spanish.

In 1984 she graduated as the 
valedictorian of Tecumseh High 
School in Tecumseh, Oklahoma. 
November 3, 1984, she married 
the love of her life, Mark O. 
Williams in Fort Worth, Texas. 
They eventually moved out west to 
Brewster County to join her parents 

in business. She quickly became an 
accountant preparing tax returns 
and eventually became an enrolled 
agent representing taxpayers to the 
IRS. She prepared many tax returns 
for the next 25 years. During these 
years she also became an E.M.T. 
with the volunteer emergency 
services of East Brewster County, 
and eventually became the director 
where she served for 18 years. 
Simultaneously she served as 
justice of the peace of Precinct 3 
for ten years. Shirley wrote many 
grants for Brewster County. One 
of these grants secured a brand 
new outfitted ambulance for the 
volunteer services. The Mitchell’s 
businesses grew into a well known 
source for furniture, flooring, and 
construction.

Shirley and Mark founded 
the thriving Grace Christian 
Fellowship church in 2002 where 
she co-pastored the ministry until 
her death. Mark and Shirley led 
ministry teams to many nations 
including the Samoan islands, 
Yucatan Mexico, New Zealand, 
Australia, Africa, and Puerto Rico. 
They preached the Word of God 
and experienced many miracles 
and signs and wonders followed 
them. The great commission was 
not just a passage of verses to 
Shirley but a way of life.

In 2012, Shirley was diagnosed 
with cancer and given 90 days to 
live. Jesus showed her to sweat and 
in 90 days she was declared cancer 
free. In 2013, she co-founded the 
Whole Life Wellness Center to 
teach others holistic natural ways 
to obtain healing. She co-authored 
a book with her husband and 
parents, Stage 4 Cancer Gone. She 

was also featured with her book on 
Trinity Broadcasting Network’s 
“700 Club” with Pat Robertson.

In 2017, the cancer returned and 
Jesus showed her to receive Infiniti 
Cells (stem cells) and in 90 days 
her health returned again. With the 
help from mentors and a great staff 
that believed God, she expanded 
the Wellness Center under 
the name Healing-Revolution 
nationwide and to other countries 
— just as she was prophesied to as 
a young girl.

She was a featured speaker for 
many well known national and 
international ministry platforms 
on TV, radio and social media. 
Known by many as “Pastor Shirley 
the Stem Cell Lady.”

Shirley is survived by her parents, 
Cordell and Odena Mitchell of 
Midland, Texas; her husband 
Mark of Alpine, Texas; her three 
children, daughter Shatiel (Adam) 
Brant of Carson City, Nevada, 
daughter Shanee (Josiah) Obbink 
of Alpine, Texas, and son Vaughn 
Williams, of Alpine, Texas; Seven 
grandchildren, Amalee (13) Brant, 
Jaren (11) Brant, Levi (9) Brant, 
Aubreigh (6) Obbink, Haizleigh 
(4) Obbink, Ethan (2) Obbink, 
and Kaius (1) Brant; her siblings 
Jonathan (Terry) Mitchell of Big 
Spring, Texas, and Mark (Jenifer) 
Mitchell of Midland, Texas; 
numerous nephews and nieces of 
her siblings. Preceded in death 
by her sister Cindy Inderlied and 
brother-in-law Greg Inderlied.

Funeral services were 
entrusted to Alpine Memorial 
Funeral Home in Alpine, Texas. 
Condolences may be left at www.
alpinememorialfuneralhome.com.

Minerva Benavidez Alonzo, 
aged 71, passed away peacefully 
on January 29, 2025, in San 
Antonio, Texas. Born to Domingo 
Benavidez and Lorenza Abreo 
Rosa, Minerva was preceded in 
death by both her parents, sisters 
Adelinda and Yolanda; brothers 
Alfredo, Mario, Gilberto; son 
Juan Luis; her loving partner of 
31 years, Jesus Franco; and great-
grandchildren Jack, Autumn, 
Witten, Kailee, and Jayden.

 Minerva's life was enriched by 
her family, including her surviving 
siblings Abelardo, Eduardo, 

Delma, Sandra, Harvey, Lorenza, 
Veronica and many loving 
nieces and nephews. Her legacy 
continues through her children 
Yvonne, husband Manuel Cabello; 
Christina, husband Johnny Ramos; 
Maria, husband Roger Castro; and 
Guadalupe, husband Nathaniel 
Morales. She was a proud and 
wonderful grandmother to Lorisa; 
Melinda; Marcos; LeAndra, 
husband Jack Burcham; Jordan; 
Araceli; Eddie; Jocelyn; Kristofer; 
Dominique; Moriah; Sergio; 
Deven, wife Audrey; Nevaeh; 
Mario; Amelia; Savannah; 
Andrew; Michael; Amiah. She was 
a great-grandmother to Jonathan, 
Benjamin, Linkin, Madysan, Mia, 
Lilly, Brooklyn, Emma, Bailey, 
Marlene, KaylaMarie, Braelyn, 
Roman, and the soon-to-be-born 
Ariella.

 Residing in Alpine, Texas, 
for over three decades, Minerva 
thrived in the company of friends 
and family, often found enjoying 
simple pleasures like drinking 
her morning coffee on her front 
porch swing, cruising around 
town, and soaking in tunes with 

her partner. Known for her humor, 
compassion, and her caring and 
serving heart, she leaves behind 
a legacy of love, kindness and 
lifetime of memories. Her hobbies 
included sewing and crafting 
talents that she shared generously 
with others.

 Minerva will be dearly missed, 
but her warmth and spirit will live 
on through the many lives she 
touched. Her family and friends 
are comforted by the memories of 
her loving and vivacious character.

 A visitation will be held on 
Thursday, February 6, 2025, at 3 
p.m. with a Rosary following at 7 
p.m. at Alpine Memorial Funeral 
Home Chapel in Alpine, Texas. 
Funeral Mass will be held the 
following day Friday, February 
7, 2025, at Our Lady of Peace 
Catholic Church with burial to 
follow at Holy Angels Cemetery 
in Alpine, Texas.

 =Funeral services were 
entrusted to Alpine Memorial 
Funeral Home in Alpine, Texas. 
Condolences may be left at www.
alpinememorialfuneralhome.com.

It is with deep sadness that we 
announce the passing of Socorro 
Aguirre Garcia of Presidio, Texas, 

who peacefully left us at the age of 
82 on January 30, 2025, in Odessa, 
Texas.

 Visitation was at Fabian Hall on 
Wednesday, February 5, 2025, at 3 
p.m. to 6 p.m. Rosary was at 7 p.m., 
Wednesday, February 5, 2025, until 
9 p.m. at Santa Teresa de Jesus 
Catholic Church in Presidio, Texas.

 Funeral services will be held 
at 10 a.m. Thursday, February 6, 
2025, at Santa Teresa de Jesus 
Catholic Church with Father 
Mike officiating. Burial will 
follow at Desert Hills cemetery. 
Arrangements are entrusted to 
Eternity Funeral Home.

Socorro was born in El Mulato, 

Ojinaga, Chihuahua, to Eleno 
Aguirre and Manuela Gallegos de 
Aguirre on May 12, 1942. She went 
to school in Ojinaga. She married 
Ignacio Garcia on October, 20 
1968, in Ojinaga, Chihuahua. As a 
homemaker, she dedicated herself 
to creating a loving and welcoming 
home for her family. Socorro was 
a vibrant woman known for her 
warmth, kindness, and zest for 
life. She was a constant source of 
love and joy to those around her. 
A devoted mother, grandmother, 
and great-grandmother who took 
great pride in cooking for her loved 
ones, preparing delicious meals 
that became the heart of family 

gatherings. One of Socorro’s 
passions was playing cards, a 
pastime she enjoyed immensely 
with her cherished friends. Many 
fond memories were created around 
the card table, where her laughter 
and spirited nature brought joy to 
all. Socorro’s ability to make others 
feel welcome and valued was one 
of her many gifts.

Socorro is preceded in death by 
her parents; two sisters Maria Parra 
of Phoenix, Arizona, and Josefina 
Spencer of San Jose, California; 
and brother Ramon Aguirre of 
Presidio. 

 Socorro’s legacy lives on in her 
family, nieces, nephews, and many 

friends who will forever carry the 
love and wisdom she imparted. She 
is survived by her husband of 56 
years, Ignacio; sister Maria Jesus 
Madrid of Las Vegas, Nevada; 
three sons, Jesus Ignacio (Teresa), 
Carlos (Carina), Alejandro (Alma 
Delia); and daughter Veronica 
Garcia, all of Odessa, Texas; seven 
grandchildren, Yumira (Isaac), 
Nattly (Keldric), Roy (Krystal), 
Xandria, Josue, Carlos and Andrei 
Ian; five great-grandchildren, 
Jayleen, Jazlynn and Isaac Marquez 
Jr., Axel Garcia, and Stella Thomas.

 Pallbearers will be Roy, Josue, 
Carlos and Andrei Garcia, Isaac 
Marquez and Keldric Thomas.

 The family wishes to extend their 
heartfelt thanks to Father Carlos 
Felipe Rodriguez for his support 
during this time, to her doctors and 
dedicated staff at Medical Center 
Hospital, as well express their 
deepest gratitude to all those who 
have shared their condolences, 
love, and support during this 
difficult time. May God Bless each 
and every one of you.

 Socorro’s memory will live on 
in the hearts of her loved ones, and 
her spirit will continue to inspire 
those who had the privilege of her 
company. Rest in peace, Socorro. 
You will be missed but never 
forgotten.

Alonzo

Garcia
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PRESIDIO COUNTY
Judge Jose Portillo:

(432) 729-4452

CITY OF MARFA
Manny Baeza, City of Marfa Mayor 

mayor@cityofmarfa.com 
(432) 295-0048

Raúl Lara, Mayor Pro Tem 
councilmemberlara@cityofmarfa.com

Mark Cash 
councilmembercash@cityofmarfa.com

Eddie Pallarez 
councilmemberpallarez@cityofmarfa.com

Mark Morrison
councilmembermorrison@cityofmarfa.com

Travis Acreman
councilmembeacreman@cityofmarfa.com

Presidio Mayor John Ferguson:
City Hall: (432) 229-3517

Email: jferguson@presidiotx.us

BREWSTER COUNTY

Judge Greg Henington:

(432) 837-2412

Alpine Mayor Catherine Eaves:

City Hall: (432) 837-3301

Email: mayor.eaves@ci.alpine.tx.us

JEFF DAVIS COUNTY

Judge Curtis Evans: (432) 426-3968

FEDERAL:

U.S. Sen. John Cornyn:

(202) 224-2934 (D.C. office)

U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz:

(202) 224-5922 (D.C. office)

GOVERNMENT CONTACTS

Maisie Crow  Editor-in-Chief
Max Kabat  Publisher
Rob D’Amico  Managing Editor
Sam Karas  Reporter
Mary Cantrell  Reporter
Ariele Gentiles  Copy Editor
Tyler Sousa  Designer / Advertising
Mary Etherington  Offi ce Manager
Maria Gerardo  Distribution
Marisa Chacon  Distribution

The Big Bend Sentinel (ISSN 1076-1004 USPS 055-800) is published weekly, on Thurs-
days, 50 times a year by West Texan Media Group LLC, Drawer P, Marfa, TX 79843. Annual 
subscription rates are $50 in Presidio, Brewster & Jeff  Davis counties, and $60 elsewhere in 
Texas and the United States. Special rates apply abroad. Periodicals class postage paid at 

Marfa, Texas 79843. 
Postmaster: Send address changes to Drawer P, Marfa, TX 79843.

Offi  ce: 209 1/2 W. El Paso St., Marfa, Texas
Mail: Drawer P, Marfa, TX 79843

Telephone: 432.729.4342
Contact: editor@bigbendsentinel.com

Advertising Inquiries: ads@bigbendsentinel.com
www.bigbendsentinel.com

TTHHEE  UUNNIIVVEERRSSIITTYY  OOFF  TTEEXXAASS  AATT  AAUUSSTTIINN  ––  MMCCDDOONNAALLDD  OOBBSSEERRVVAATTOORRYY  IISS  HHIIRRIINNGG!!  
 

We currently have a BBuuiillddiinngg  AAtttteennddaanntt  LLeeaaddeerr position open 
at one of the world’s premier astronomical facilities  

located in the beautiful Jeff Davis Mountains. 
 

This position leads a small team responsible for the daily cleaning and upkeep of the many facilities and buildings on the 
Observatory site. Performs custodial duties alongside the team, purchases and stocks needed supplies, organizes work 
schedules, assists with set-up and cleaning for special events, inspects completed work, provides performance appraisals, 
and hiring when needed. Ideal candidate will have two years of custodial maintenance work experience along with excellent 
communication, organizational, and computer literacy skills.  
Full-Time, Monday-Friday 8-5 with Saturday rotation among the team. 
Salary starts at $38,500.  
 

For more details, or to apply, go to hhttttppss::////uuttaauussttiinn..wwdd11..mmyywwoorrkkddaayyjjoobbss..ccoomm//UUTTssttaaffff  
and search for job requisition number: RR__0000003377116611 or scan the QR Code below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
(The University of Texas at Austin offers competitive wages and a great State of Texas benefits package including full health insurance 
and retirement benefits. An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer committed to diversity. These positions are security 
sensitive; conviction verification conducted on applicant selected.) 
 

 

Davis Mountains Nut Company needs general 
help and a management trainee

Starting at $12.00 per hour and going to $40,000 annually. 
Apply in person!

Email  ads@bigbendsent inel .com for  adver t is ing rates

24 Hour ATM
Loans 

Personal Banking
Business Banking

301 S. Highland Ave. - Marfa
432-729-4344 or 877-729-4344   www.marfanb.com

HUDSPETH COUNTY, TX

PUBLIC NOTICE
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR

SOLID WASTE COLLECTION 
AND LANDFILL OPERATIONS/

MANAGEMENT
RFP 2025-01

Hudspeth County, TX is 
soliciting Request for 

Proposals (RFP) for Solid 
Waste Collections and Landfill 

Operations/Management.

Specifications:

The Request for Proposals 
(RFP) and the submission 

requirements may be found 
online at  www.co.hudspeth.

tx.us

Sealed Proposals must be 
submitted by 4:00PM (MST) on 

February 28, 2025. 

 

The Marfa Parks and 
Recreation Board 
meets every third 

Thursday of the month 
at 6:00pm in the 

Casner Room at City 
Hall. 

The public is invited to 
attend.

LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made 

with the Texas Alcoholic 
Beverage Commission for a 

Mixed Beverage Permit (MB) 
by Wrong, LLC dba Wrong to be 
located at 110 N Highland Ave, 

Marfa, TX
Buck Johnston Manager 

Member 
Brian C Bosworth Manager 

Member 

 


