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BURN BAN IN
EFFECT, NO
GROUND FIRES

by order of Presidio County

Chisos
Basin
construction
delayed
until July

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK
— On Friday, Big Bend Nation-
al Park leadership announced that
major construction planned for the
Chisos Basin would be delayed
until July. Originally slated to start
May 1, the project includes a com-
plete revamp of the beloved lodge
and an overhaul of the system that
provides safe drinking water to a
rapidly-growing visitor popula-
tion. Both the lodge project and
the water system project are being
funded through the Great American
Outdoors Act, which supports in-
frastructure projects in the national
parks.

The road to a brand new Basin
has already had plenty of twists and
turns. Back in 2022, when the proj-
ect was first announced, officials
had explored the prospect of clos-
ing the lodge temporarily for ren-
ovations, but further investigation
revealed that the structure had been
built on unstable ground and would
need to be completely torn down.

Park leadership had also initially
explored the possibility of keeping
the Basin open to a limited num-
ber of guests via a permitting and
shuttle system but opted for a total
shut down to allow crews to work
as swiftly as possible.

Tom VandenBerg, the park’s chief
of interpretation, said that the Ba-
sin Visitor Center and campground
will be open through the end of
June. The store and restaurant are
operated by Aramark, but the con-
cessionaire indicated that they were
going to see if they had adequate
staffing to keep some services open
past the original May 1 date.

The schedule could still shift
around — the project has not gone
out for contractor bids yet, but the
park plans to stick to the original
agenda and select one in March.

Amid the uncertainty, park ad-
ministration has been collaborat-
ing with Brewster County officials
to get out an important message:
while the Basin will be closed for
two years, the rest of the 800,000
acre park will remain open for busi-
ness. Figuring out how to market
alternate park destinations remains
a top priority.

Park  Superintendent  Anjna
O’Connor was the guest of honor at
last month’s Brewster County Tour-
ism Council meeting. Apart from
coordinating “‘consistent messag-
ing” between the park, the county
and local outfitters, she thought it
was important to promote some of
Big Bend’s other highlights — for
example, promoting Castolon as a
prime location to learn more about
local human history. “We’re going
to be open, the park’s not closed!”
she said.

Council President Bill Ivey said
that he and others in the local tour-
ism industry were cautiously opti-
mistic about how the project would
unfold. “We’re all going into this a
little bit nervous,” he said. “All of
our communities depend on Big
Bend National Park.”
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Award-winning children’s author Alda P. Dobbs presented her book, The Barefoot Dreams of Petra Luna, this weekend, which follows a young girl’s

journey during the Mexican Revolution.

La premiada autora infantil Alda P. Dobbs presento este fin de semana su libro Los sueiios descalzos de Petra Luna, que sigue el viaje de una niiia

durante la Revolucion Mexicana.

‘I rebelled against
English’: Author Alda P.
Dobbs visits Presidio
Elementary School

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — Last Saturday, award-winning author Alda P. Dobbs vis-
ited Presidio Elementary School to talk about The Barefoot Dreams of Pe-
tra Luna, a chapter book for middle-grade readers about a girl growing up
during the Mexican Revolution. A small crowd of captivated fans listened
and added their thoughts as she talked about history, immigration, and the
process of bringing her family’s story to life.

Dobbs’ titular character, Petra Luna, braves the desert with her grand-
mother and younger siblings in an epic journey to the United States after
her mother dies and her father is carted off to war by the Federales. Dobbs
began her presentation by talking about the realities of life for kids in Mex-
ico during the 1910s, culled together from years of research.

Throughout, Dobbs stressed that history shouldn’t feel unapproachable
to young people — after all, they’re living in it. A major issue at the time
were massive disparities between the rich and poor. The United States was
also dealing with a massive influx of refugees from the war, settling 30,000
in the city of San Antonio alone. Folks were anxious about the economy,
disease and the outbreak of World War I — all topics that sound familiar to

(Continued on page 2)

“Me rebelé contra el
ingles”: la autora Alda P.
Dobbs visita la escuela
primaria Presidio

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — El sabado pasado, la galardonada autora Alda P. Dobbs
visito la escuela primaria Presidio para hablar sobre The Barefoot Dreams
of Petra Luna, un libro de capitulos para lectores de nivel medio sobre una
nifia que crece durante la Revolucion Mexicana. Una pequefia multitud de
admiradores cautivados escucho y agregod sus pensamientos mientras ella
hablaba sobre la historia, la inmigracion y el proceso de darle vida a la
historia de su familia.

El personaje principal de Dobbs, Petra Luna, desafia el desierto con su
abuela y sus hermanos menores en un viaje épico a los Estados Unidos
después de que su madre muere y su padre es llevado a la guerra por los
federales. Dobbs comenzo su presentacion hablando sobre las realidades de
la vida de los ninos en México durante la década de 1910, seleccionadas a
partir de afios de investigacion.

A lo largo de todo el libro, Dobbs hizo hincapié¢ en que la historia no
deberia resultar inaccesible para los jovenes; después de todo, ellos viven
en ella. Un problema importante en ese momento eran las enormes dispari-
dades entre ricos y pobres. Estados Unidos también estaba lidiando con una

(Continda en la pagina 3)

Big Bend Conservation
Alliance breaks ground
in Presidio despite federal
funding freeze

By SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — On Thursday, about two dozen people gathered to cheer
on the Big Bend Conservation Alliance (BBCA) as it broke ground on its
latest long-term initiative, “Everything’s Connected in Presidio.” The proj-
ect, one of just five in Texas funded through the EPA Change Grant pro-
gram, aims to create sustainable green infrastructure in Presidio.

“Everything’s Connected in Presidio” threads together a few goals. One
of the more visible aspects of the grant program will be the creation of a
“green belt” through town, adding shade cover to an existing walk and bike
corridor to give Presidians options to ditch their cars even in the heat of
summer. Thousands more trees will be planted for residents by request and
throughout city-owned spaces, and a native garden will be planted and used
for community education and enrichment.

Conversations around grid power have intensified in Texas over the past
few years, and Presidio is no exception. To prepare for hot-weather emer-
gencies, the grant will also provide funding for a solar-power set up to
keep the air conditioning running at the Presidio Activities Center, which
will be used as a cooling center during power outages. The city will also
develop an emergency plan to help get vulnerable community members to
the center.

(Continued on page 2)

Big Bend Conservation
Alliance inicia obras en
Presidio a pesar de la
congelacion de

fondos federales

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — EI jueves, alrededor de dos docenas de personas se re-
unieron para animar a Big Bend Conservation Alliance (BBCA) cuando
comenzo a trabajar en su lltima iniciativa a largo plazo, “Everything’s Con-
nected in Presidio”. El proyecto, uno de los cinco en Texas financiados a
través del programa de subvenciones de la EPA Change Grant, tiene como
objetivo crear una infraestructura verde sostenible en Presidio.

“Everything’s Connected in Presidio” une varios objetivos. Uno de los
aspectos mas visibles del programa de subvenciones sera la creacion de un
“cinturén verde” a través de la ciudad, agregando una cubierta de sombra a
un corredor existente para caminar y andar en bicicleta para dar a los habi-
tantes de Presidio opciones para deshacerse de sus autos incluso en el calor
del verano. Se plantaran miles de arboles mas para los residentes a pedido y
en todos los espacios propiedad de la ciudad, y se plantard un jardin nativo
que se utilizara para la educacion y el enriquecimiento de la comunidad.

En los ultimos afios, en Texas se han intensificado las conversaciones
sobre la red eléctrica y Presidio no es una excepcion. Para prepararse para

(Continua en la pagina 3)

La
construccion
de la cuenca

de Chisos
se retrasa
hasta julio

Por SAM KARAS
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PARQUE NACIONAL BIG
BEND — El viernes, la direccion
del Parque Nacional Big Bend
anuncié que la construccion prin-
cipal planificada para la cuenca
de Chisos se retrasaria hasta julio.
Originalmente programada para
comenzar el 1 de mayo, el proyecto
incluye una renovacién completa
del querido albergue y una revision
del sistema que proporciona agua
potable a una poblacion de visi-
tantes en rapido crecimiento. Tan-
to el proyecto del albergue como
el proyecto del sistema de agua
se estan financiando a través de la
Ley Great American Outdoors, que
apoya proyectos de infraestructura
en los parques nacionales.

El camino hacia una cuenca com-
pletamente nueva ya ha tenido
muchos giros y vueltas. En 2022,
cuando se anunci6o el proyecto
por primera vez, los funcionarios
habian explorado la posibilidad de
cerrar el albergue temporalmente
pararealizar renovaciones, pero una
investigacion mas profunda reveld
que la estructura se habia construi-
do sobre un terreno inestable y seria
necesario derribarla por completo.

La direccion del parque también
habia explorado inicialmente la
posibilidad de mantener la cuenca
abierta a un numero limitado de
visitantes a través de un sistema de
permisos y transporte, pero opto
por un cierre total para permitir que
los equipos trabajen lo mas rapido
posible.

Tom VandenBerg, el jefe de in-
terpretacion del parque, dijo que
el Centro de visitantes y el cam-
pamento de Basin estaran abiertos
hasta fines de junio. La tienda y el
restaurante son operados por Ara-
mark, pero el concesionario indicd
que iban a ver si tenian personal
adecuado para mantener abiertos
algunos servicios mas alla de la fe-
cha original del 1 de mayo.

El cronograma ain podria cam-
biar: el proyecto aiin no ha salido
a licitacion de contratistas, pero el
parque planea ceiiirse a la agenda
original y seleccionar uno en mar-
Z0.

En medio de la incertidumbre, la
administracion del parque ha esta-
do colaborando con los funciona-
rios del condado de Brewster para
transmitir un mensaje importante:
si bien la cuenca estara cerrada du-
rante dos afos, el resto del parque
de 800,000 acres permanecera ab-
ierto para los negocios. Averiguar
como comercializar destinos alter-
nativos para el parque sigue siendo
una prioridad principal.

La superintendente del parque,
Anjna O’Connor, fue la invitada de
honor en la reunion del Consejo de
Turismo del condado de Brewster
del mes pasado. Ademas de coor-
dinar “mensajes consistentes” entre
el parque, el condado y los provee-
dores locales, penso que era impor-
tante promover algunos de los otros
puntos destacados de Big Bend, por
ejemplo, promover Castolon como
un lugar privilegiado para aprender
mas sobre la historia humana local.
“Vamos a estar abiertos, jel parque
no esta cerrado!”, dijo.

El presidente del consejo, Bill
Ivey, dijo que ¢l y otros en la in-
dustria turistica local eran caute-
losamente optimistas sobre cémo
se desarrollaria el proyecto. “Todos
estamos entrando en esto un poco
nerviosos”, dijo. “Todas nuestras
comunidades dependen del Parque
Nacional Big Bend”.
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‘I rebelled against English’

(Continued from page 1)

audiences today.

Dobbs sat down with the The Big Bend Sentinel to talk about the obsta-
cles she faced on the way to becoming a published author and about the
importance of collecting family stories.

What was your first experience with fiction?

I was born in Mexico and started learning English when I began school.
The teacher I had for kindergarten was Mexican American, but he would
get really upset with me and another little boy who didn’t speak English; he
would shake us and spank us. I was afraid of him.

By fourth grade, I knew enough English that he wasn’t frustrated with
me anymore, but I thought, “I can’t stand him, I can’t stand the language.”
I kind of rebelled against English. I didn’t want to read in it or write in it,
I just didn’t care for it, and I gravitated to math because that came easy for
me.

But I’ve always loved stories and storytelling. When I was 16, I was
working at the North Star Mall in San Antonio, and I would take the bus to
travel back to the south side every night after work. I remember one time
I was exhausted and I had done my homework, so I was going to put my
backpack down on the seat next to me, and I noticed there was a book there.

It said Catcher in the Rye. I wondered what it was about, so I sat there and
started reading, and I didn’t put the book down. That whole night I stayed
up reading the book, I was so enthralled by the whole story. Even though
the main character of the book was a rich white kid from the Northeast, I
felt like I was him. I really identified with the character.

I thought, “This is magical. How do I do this?”

How did you get started writing?

I had such a fear of English, but I kept thinking about it. I would write
little poems here and there and then toss them. When I got to my college
entrance exam, | thought this would be the test that would tell me if I should
pursue writing or not. So I took the placement test for English and math,
and I bombed English. I said, “You know what? That’s a sign that God or
the universe is telling me not to pursue it.”

I studied physics. I had a passion for it, and I still do. It wasn’t until later
on, when my husband and I were in Italy, and I couldn’t find a job in en-
gineering. That’s when my husband said, “Well, you’ve always wanted to
write. You have all these stories in your head.”

That fear of English came back to me, but I thought that I’d always been
writing — grant proposals, school essays, for scholarships and stuff like
that. Little by little, I started doing it, taking workshops and reading. I had
a lot of reading catching up to do.

Petra Luna is pretty frank about war and class and race and what we
might call “adult” topics. Did you feel like you had to tone it down for
kids?

I grew up thinking about Pancho Villa being a hero and the Federales
were evil, but over time I realized that there’s no black and white in a world
like that. You can’t say these are the good guys, these are the bad guys. It
was a mix and there were so many innocent people who were forced to
fight. I cried a lot writing the novel, researching all the stuff that kids went
through, because it’s bad enough for grown-ups to go through war, but a
child — it’s just devastating.

Originally I didn’t have anybody die in the book, and my editor came
back and she told me that she wanted someone to die. Originally it was

this secondary character, but I needed her to be in the second book. So I sat
back, and I went to my research and thought of common deaths that hap-
pened during that time and came up with the whole side story [of Petra’s
mom dying in childbirth].

I went back and read all these children’s books that deal with death and
saw how they did it, and I realized that so much can be said with very few
words — you just have to choose the right words. Some parents still say
that their kids aren’t quite ready yet for the story and wait another year. But
some parents say it’s realistic and that they want their kids to appreciate
what we have now and what sacrifices previous generations had made. So
you have both views, and I respect each one.

You were encouraging everybody to go out to talk to their families about
their history. What are some tips you have for sparking these conversa-
tions?

When I’'m doing book signings, I ask the kids what their name is so I can
dedicate the book. Then I ask them, “Where did your name come from?”
Half the time they don’t know, and I tell them to go ask their parents.

That’s a great starter — “How did I get my name?” There’s so much pow-
er in names; that’s a whole avenue to get stories.

Another one is asking where people came from — why was [ born here
and not there? Where were you born? Why were you born there? Just keep
asking questions and let the story flow organically from there.

Alda P. Dobbs is the author of The Barefoot Dreams of Petra Luna and its
sequel, The Other Side of the River. Her next book, The Giving Flower, is
a picture book about the story of the poinsettia, and will be released in Sep-
tember. You can find her on instagram @aldapdobbs or visit her website:
www.aldapdobbs.com/about.

BBCA breaks ground

(Continued from page 1)

The grant program is designed to grow with the
town. While expanded traffic on the Presidio Interna-
tional Bridge would be good for business, the long-term
environmental effects of large numbers of cars idling
in line could prove to have extremely negative effects
on the health of humans and animals. The BBCA will
create a bi-national air quality monitoring program run
by high school students, which includes a reverse-911
feature to notify residents in case of poor air quality.

The $12.7 million “Everything’s Connected” pro-

gram represents the largest grant ever awarded to a non-
profit in the tri-county area and is just one of four grants
awarded by the EPA along the U.S.-Mexico border. So
far, the grant has generated a lot of buzz, including a
write-up by the Texas Tribune profiling young climate
activist Ramon Rodriguez, who provided the vision for
the successful application.

Despite the positive press, the program has been
subject to the same setbacks over the past month as
thousands of other federally-funded programs around

the country. At Thursday’s gathering, BBCA Executive
Director Christina Hernandez explained that “Every-
thing’s Connected” had been affected by the federal
Office of Management and Budget’s freeze on grant
spending, triggered by the Trump administration’s au-
dit of the federal government. “The funds promised to
invest in our region remain tangled in bureaucracy and
just out of reach,” she said.

As of Wednesday morning, the portal used to access
grant funds was back open, and the organization’s lead-

ership will do everything it can to attempt to transfer
and protect the funding obligated by the Biden admin-
istration. “BBCA is committed to this work, regardless
how long it takes or how many obstacles are thrown
in our way,” Hernandez continued. “This project is
not just about infrastructure, it's about investing in our
people. It's about ensuring that when this money does
come through, it stays here, hiring local businesses, em-
ploying our neighbors and strengthening our tri-county
community.

Private school vouchers and the illusion of choice

By Sen. César Blanco

For the past decade, I have seen various versions of proposals to use taxpay-
er dollars for private schools. Each has had different names and components,
but at their core, they all share one common feature — public dollars for private
education.

Senate Bill 2, which creates an Education Savings Account (ESA) program,
is just the latest attempt. While supporters claim it expands opportunity, the re-
ality is that it diverts much-needed public funds from public schools to private
schools with little accountability, leaving most Texas families behind.

Despite being marketed as a “universal” school choice program, SB 2 is not
about school choice. It’s about the SCHOOL'’S choice.

Private school vouchers create the illusion of choice while shifting the true
decision-making power to private institutions. If a child has discipline issues or
special education needs, the school has the option to turn them away. If tuition
goes beyond what the ESA covers, families are left to cover the difference. And
for families who can’t afford transportation or uniforms, they are effectively
excluded from participating.

We have great private schools in our community, but public dollars should
come with public accountability. That’s the difference. Public schools answer
to taxpayers. Private schools don’t. This isn’t about whether private schools are
good or bad — it’s about whether we’re making good policy.

In other words, this program offers a chance, not a choice.

Let’s be clear about who actually benefits. According to the official fiscal
note, 95% of students expected to use ESAs in the first year are already in
private or home schools. That means this program is not primarily helping stu-
dents leave struggling public schools — it’s subsidizing private education for
families who have already chosen that path.

Even with these funds, many families won’t be able to afford private school
tuition, which averages $11,337 per year statewide and exceeds $19,000 for
specialized schools serving students with disabilities. Meanwhile, more than
150 Texas counties don’t have a single private school, leaving rural students
without any real access to this so-called “choice.”

Beyond the inequities, the financial burden of this program is staggering.
Arizona’s universal voucher system has already ballooned to five times its pro-
jected cost, and Texas is heading down the same road. SB 2 is expected to cost
$1 billion in 2027 and surge past $4.5 billion by 2030 — money that will be
pulled from our already underfunded public schools.

Public schools are the backbone of our communities, but they are already
struggling to do more with less.

Texas ranks 46th in per-pupil funding, with students receiving $4,400 less
than the national average. The basic allotment per student has remained at
$6,160 since 2019, despite inflationary pressures that would require it to be at
least $7,671 in 2025 just to keep pace. Meanwhile, special education services
are underfunded by $2 billion, teachers earn $9,000 less than the national aver-
age, and school districts across the state are grappling with insufficient funding

for transportation, security, and other critical needs.

SB 2 threatens to drain even more resources from public education, turning
bad to worse.

Additionally, supporters argue that ESAs simply give parents more options,
but history provides a cautionary tale. School voucher programs in the U.S.
have roots in segregation, originally designed to allow white families to use
public funds to avoid integration. Without strict oversight, SB 2 risks leading
Texas down a similar path — concentrating students with the greatest needs
in underfunded public schools while taxpayer dollars subsidize private institu-
tions with little accountability.

The Texas Constitution is clear: it is the Legislature’s duty to provide an
efficient system of public free schools. Instead of fulfilling that obligation, SB
2 prioritizes private institutions over the 98% of Texas students who rely on
public education. With a $24 billion budget surplus, we have the opportunity to
fully fund our public schools, reduce class sizes, raise teacher pay, and invest in
the success of every child. SB 2 does the opposite.

History will not judge this legislation kindly. It is not school choice — it is a
taxpayer-funded subsidy for private schools that leaves public school students
behind. That is why I stand against it, and why I will continue fighting for a
Texas where every child, in every community, has access to a strong public
education.

Editor s note: Sen. Blanco voted against SB 2, which passed the Texas Sen-
ate on February 5. It now moves on for consideration by the Texas House.

Regional ministry sponsoring free US citizenship classes

TRI-COUNTY — United States citizenship classes will begin throughout the area within the coming weeks, spon-
sored by the Rio Grande Borderland Ministries.

Free in-person classes will be organized in Fort Davis, Alpine, Marfa and Presidio. These group classes will be
offered at each site in Spanish on Thursdays at 5:30 p.m., followed by instruction in English at 6:30 p.m. A home study
program is also available.

The program in Fort Davis is set to launch March 6 with host Mobile Comunidad at Mountain View Lodge, 501
SH-118. Financial assistance with the cost of the citizenship exam is available.

Additional information is available in English from the Reverend Michael Wallens, vicar of St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church in Marfa, at 214-862-7292. Details in Spanish are available from the Reverend Katie Hudak at 720-401-8195.
Those interested may also obtain details from the public libraries in their communities.

There is no charge for these classes. Rio Grande Borderland Ministries (RGBM) is a ministry of the Episcopal
Diocese of the Rio Grande serving in the borderlands of New Mexico and Far West Texas. RGBM has been engaging
with long-term systemic needs on the border for decades by working collaboratively to provide humanitarian support
to vulnerable people in our border communities. The organization’s website is riograndeborderland.org.

May 3 General Election candidates finalized

Marfa election to be canceled due to lack of candidates

TRI-COUNTY — The deadline to file to run for available local city council and school board posi-
tions in the May 3 General Election has now passed. The City of Marfa and Marfa ISD School Board
saw only incumbents file for reelection, meaning there are no contested races and they will cancel their
joint election. Elections will take place in Presidio and Alpine.

Early voting runs from April 22 to April 29, 2025. The last day to register to vote in the May 3 election
is April 3. To check your voter eligibility, visit the secretary of state’s website.

Presidio County

Marfa City Council
Mayor Manny Baeza, Mayor Pro Tem Raul Lara and City Councilmember Travis Acreman all filed to keep
their seats, which are up for election this coming May. The city council plans to declare the unopposed candidates
elected and cancel the election at their next regular meeting on February 27.

Marfa ISD School Board
The Marfa ISD School Board saw only incumbents — Teresa Nufiez, Ruben Martinez, Phil Boyd and Jay Fos-
ter — file to keep their seats, meaning they will cancel the election due to no opposed races. This marks the fourth
year in a row that the school board election has been canceled due to too few candidates.

Presidio City Council

Presidio Mayor John Ferguson’s post and three seats on the city council will be on the May 3 ballot. An unfilled
position when Nancy Arevalo became Presidio County tax assessor-collector was filled recently with the city
council appointment of Bianca Martinez Bailon, but that term ends in May — thus Bailon needed to file to run for
the seat for a full term.

Ferguson filed for reelection as mayor. Bailon, Abel "Billy" Hernandez, Arian Velazquez-Ornelas, Jose “Pepe”
Acosta and Silverio Escontrias have filed for full-term city council seats. Juan Saenz and Alondra Flores have filed
for the unexpired term.

Presidio ISD School Board
Three seats are up for election for the Presidio ISD School Board — positions currently held by Board Presi-
dent Iris Galindo, Juventino Martinez and Jusby Vazquez. The top three vote getters for the at-large board will be
elected.
Galindo and Martinez are the only incumbents who filed for reelection. Four new candidates — Josefina Bur-
rola, Maria Lucero Montoya, Jose Antonio Padilla and Jeremy Thomas Velasquez — are also vying for a spot on
the board.

Brewster County

Alpine City Council
Council seats for wards 1 and 3 will be on the ballot. Both council members currently in those roles, Reagan
Stone and Darin Nance, respectively, did not file for reelection. Andres "Andy" Ramos, Richard Portillo and Austin
Smith have all filed to run for the Ward 1 seat. Robert Riickes, who previously served as the city’s building official,
has filed to run for the Ward 3 seat unopposed.
Alpine ISD School Board
Alpine ISD School Board posts currently held by Haley Babb in District 5 and Mary McCallister in District 7
are up for election this May. Babb filed to run for reelection unopposed, while Josh Cross filed for the District 7
seat unopposed.
McCallister said while she has enjoyed her time on the board, she decided not to run again due to personal rea-
sons. The school board will cancel the election and its next meeting due to no opposed races.
Jeff Davis County

Valentine ISD
Four seats on the Valentine ISD School Board held by George Watters, Jackie Means and Laci Bevans and one
vacant seat are up for election. Watters and Means filed for reelection and new candidate Leticia Navarette filed
to be on the board, meaning there will still be one vacant seat. The school board will not need to hold an election
due to no contested races.
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“Me rebelé contra el inglés”
(Continuacioén de la pagina 1)

afluencia masiva de refugiados de la guerra, que se asentaron 30.000 solo
en la ciudad de San Antonio. La gente estaba preocupada por la economia,
las enfermedades y el estallido de la Primera Guerra Mundial, todos temas
que suenan familiares para el ptblico de hoy.

Dobbs se sent6 con el Big Bend Sentinel para hablar sobre los obstaculos
que enfrentd en el camino hacia convertirse en una autora publicada y sobre
la importancia de recopilar historias familiares.

¢ Cudl fue su primera experiencia con la ficcion?

Naci en México y comencé a aprender inglés cuando comencé la escuela.
El maestro que tuve en el jardin de infantes era mexicano-estadounidense,
pero se enojaba mucho conmigo y con otro niflo pequefio que no hablaba
inglés, nos sacudia y nos pegaba. Le tenia miedo.

En cuarto grado, ya sabia suficiente inglés como para que ¢l ya no se sin-
tiera frustrado conmigo, pero pensé: “No lo soporto, no soporto el idioma”.
En cierto modo me rebelé contra el inglés. No queria leer ni escribir en
inglés, simplemente no me interesaba, y me decanté por las matematicas
porque me resultaban faciles.

Pero siempre me han gustado las historias y la narracion de cuentos.
Cuando tenia 16 aflos, trabajaba en el centro comercial North Star en San
Antonio y tomaba el autobuis para viajar de regreso al lado sur todas las
noches después del trabajo. Recuerdo una vez que estaba exhausta y habia
hecho mi tarea, asi que iba a dejar mi mochila en el asiento de al lado y noté
que habia un libro alli.

Decia El guardian entre el centeno. Me pregunté de qué se trataba, asi que
me senté alli y comencé a leer, y no solté el libro. Toda esa noche me quedé
despierta leyendo el libro, estaba tan cautivada por toda la historia. Aunque
el personaje principal del libro era un chico blanco rico del noreste, me
senti como si fuera ¢l, me identifiqué mucho con el personaje.

Pensé: “Esto es magico. ;Como lo hago?”.

¢ Coémo empezaste a escribir?

Tenia mucho miedo al inglés, pero no dejaba de pensar en ello. Escribia
pequeiios poemas aqui y alla y luego los lanzaba. Cuando llegué al examen
de ingreso a la universidad, pensé que esta seria la prueba que me diria si
debia dedicarme a escribir o no. Asi que hice el examen de nivelacion de
inglés y matematicas, y fracasé en inglés. Me dije: ““;Sabes qué? Eso es una
sefial de que Dios o el universo me estan diciendo que no lo haga”.

Estudié fisica. Me apasionaba y todavia me apasiona. No fue hasta mas
adelante, cuando mi marido y yo estdbamos en Italia y no podia encontrar
un trabajo en ingenieria. Fue entonces cuando mi marido me dijo: “Bueno,
siempre has querido escribir, tienes todas estas historias en tu cabeza”.

Ese miedo al inglés volvid a mi, pero pensé que siempre habia estado es-
cribiendo: propuestas de subvenciones, ensayos escolares, para becas y cosas
asi. Poco a poco, empecé a hacerlo, asistiendo a talleres y leyendo. Tenia
mucho que leer para ponerme al dia.

Petra Luna es bastante franca sobre la guerra, la clase y la raza y lo que
podriamos llamar temas “para adultos”. ;Sentiste que tenias que bajar el
tono para los nifios?

Creci pensando que Pancho Villa era un héroe y que los federales eran
malvados, pero con el tiempo me di cuenta de que no hay blanco y negro
en un mundo como ese. No se puede decir que estos son los buenos y estos
los malos. Era una mezcla y habia tanta gente inocente que se vio obligada a
luchar. Lloré mucho escribiendo la novela, investigando todo lo que pasaban
los nifios porque ya es bastante malo para los adultos pasar por la guerra, pero
para un nifio... es simplemente devastador.

Originalmente no habia nadie que muriera en el libro, y mi editora volvid
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y me dijo que queria que alguien muriera. Originalmente era este personaje
secundario, pero necesitaba que estuviera en el segundo libro. Asi que me
senté y me puse a investigar y pensé en muertes comunes que ocurrieron
durante esa época y se me ocurri6 toda la historia paralela [la de la madre de
Petra muriendo en el parto].

Volvi a leer todos esos libros infantiles que tratan sobre la muerte y vi como
lo hacian, y me di cuenta de que se puede decir mucho con muy pocas pa-
labras: solo hay que elegir las palabras adecuadas. Algunos padres todavia
dicen que sus hijos atin no estan del todo preparados para la historia y esperan
otro afio. Pero otros padres dicen que es realista y que quieren que sus hijos
aprecien lo que tenemos ahora y los sacrificios que hicieron las generaciones
anteriores. Asi que tienes ambos puntos de vista y respeto cada uno de ellos.

Animabas a todo el mundo a salir a hablar con sus familias sobre su his-
toria. ;Qué consejos tienes para iniciar estas conversaciones?

Cuando hago firmas de libros, les pregunto a los nifios como se llaman para
poder dedicarles el libro. Luego les pregunto: ““; De donde viene tu nombre?”’.
La mitad de las veces no lo saben, y les digo que vayan a preguntarles a sus
padres.

Es un buen comienzo: “;Cémo obtuve mi nombre?”. Los nombres tienen
mucho poder; es toda una via para conseguir historias.

Otra pregunta es de donde viene la gente: ;por qué naci aqui y no alli?
(Doénde naciste t? ;Por qué naciste alli? Sigue haciendo preguntas y deja
que la historia fluya de manera organica a partir de ahi.

Alda P. Dobbs es la autora de The Barefoot Dreams of Petra Luna y su
secuela, The Other Side of the River. Su proximo libro, The Giving Flower,
es un libro ilustrado sobre la historia de la flor de Pascua y se publicara en
septiembre. Puedes encontrarla en Instagram @aldapdobbs o visitar su sitio
web: https://www.aldapdobbs.com/about.

BBCA inicia la construccion

(Continuacioén de la pagina 1)

emergencias por el calor, la subvencion también financiara un sistema de
energia solar para mantener en funcionamiento el aire acondicionado en
el Centro de Actividades de Presidio, que se utilizara como centro de re-
frigeracion durante los cortes de energia. La ciudad también desarrollara
un plan de emergencia para ayudar a que los miembros vulnerables de la
comunidad lleguen al centro.

El programa de subvenciones esta disefiado para crecer con la ciudad.
Si bien el aumento del trafico en el Puente Internacional de Presidio seria
bueno para los negocios, los efectos ambientales a largo plazo de una gran
cantidad de automoviles en fila podrian tener efectos extremadamente
negativos en la salud de los seres humanos y los animales. La BBCA
creara un programa binacional de monitoreo de la calidad del aire dirigido
por estudiantes de secundaria, que incluye una funcion de 911 inverso
para notificar a los residentes en caso de mala calidad del aire.

El programa “Everything’s Connected”, de 12,7 millones de ddlares,
representa la mayor subvencion jamas otorgada a una organizacion sin
fines de lucro en el area de los tres condados y es solo una de las cuatro
subvenciones otorgadas por la EPA a lo largo de la frontera entre Estados
Unidos y México. Hasta ahora, la subvencion ha generado mucho revue-
lo, incluido un articulo del Texas Tribune que perfila al joven activista
climatico Ramon Rodriguez, quien proporciond la vision para la exitosa
solicitud.

A pesar de la prensa positiva, el programa ha estado sujeto a los mismos
reveses durante el tltimo mes que miles de otros programas financiados
por el gobierno federal en todo el pais. En la reunion del jueves, la direc-
tora ejecutiva de BBCA, Christina Hernandez, explicé que “Everything’s
Connected” se habia visto afectado por la congelacion del gasto en sub-
venciones de la Oficina de Administracion y Presupuesto federal, provo-

cada por la auditoria del gobierno federal realizada por la administracion
Trump. “Los fondos prometidos para invertir en nuestra region siguen
enredados en la burocracia y fuera de nuestro alcance”, dijo.

A partir del miércoles por la mafiana, el portal utilizado para acceder
a los fondos de la subvencion volvid a estar abierto, y el liderazgo de
la organizacion hara todo lo posible para intentar transferir y proteger
los fondos obligados por la administracion de Biden. “BBCA esta com-
prometida con este trabajo, sin importar cuanto tiempo lleve o cuéantos
obstaculos se nos presenten”, continué6 Hernandez. “Este proyecto no se
trata solo de infraestructura, se trata de invertir en nuestra gente. Se trata
de garantizar que cuando llegue este dinero, se quede aqui, contratando
empresas locales, empleando a nuestros vecinos y fortaleciendo nuestra
comunidad de los tres condados”.

Candidatos para las elecciones generales del 3 de mayo finalizados

Se cancelaran las elecciones de Marfa debido a la falta de candidatos

TRI-COUNTY — Ya pas¢ la fecha limite para postularse para los puestos
disponibles en el consejo municipal local y la junta escolar en las elecciones
generales del 3 de mayo. La ciudad de Marfa y la junta escolar del distrito
escolar de Marfa solo vieron a los titulares postularse para la reeleccion,
lo que significa que no hay contiendas disputadas y cancelaran su eleccion
conjunta. Las elecciones se llevaran a cabo en Presidio y Alpine.

La votacion anticipada se realizara del 22 al 29 de abril de 2025. El ul-
timo dia para registrarse para votar en las elecciones del 3 de mayo es el
3 de abril. Para verificar su elegibilidad para votar, visite el sitio web del
secretario de estado.

Condado de Presidio
Consejo municipal de Marfa

El alcalde Manny Baeza, el alcalde pro t¢émpore Raul Lara y el concejal
de la ciudad Travis Acreman presentaron sus candidaturas para conservar

sus escaflos, que se elegiran en mayo proximo. El consejo municipal planea
declarar electos a los candidatos sin oposicion y cancelar la eleccion en su
proxima reunion regular el 27 de febrero.

Consejo Escolar del ISD de Marfa
El Consejo Escolar del ISD de Marfa vio que solo los titulares —Teresa
Nuiiez, Rubén Martinez, Phil Boyd y Jay Foster— presentaron solicitudes
para conservar sus puestos, lo que significa que cancelaran la eleccion de-
bido a que no hubo candidatos con oposicion. Esto marca el cuarto ano
consecutivo en que la eleccion del consejo escolar se cancela debido a que
hay muy pocos candidatos.

Consejo Municipal de Presidio
El puesto del alcalde de Presidio, John Ferguson, y tres puestos en el
consejo municipal estaran en la boleta electoral del 3 de mayo. Un puesto
vacante cuando Nancy Arévalo se convirtié en recaudadora-tasadora de im-
puestos del condado de Presidio se llen6 recientemente con el nombramien-

to de Bianca Martinez Bailon en el consejo municipal, pero ese periodo
termina en mayo, por lo que Bailon necesitaba presentar una solicitud para
postularse para el puesto por un periodo completo.

Ferguson present6 su solicitud de reeleccion como alcalde. Bailon, Abel
"Billy" Hernandez, Arian Velazquez-Ornelas, Jose "Pepe" Acosta y Silverio
Escontrias han solicitado puestos en el consejo municipal por un periodo
completo. Juan Saenz y Alondra Flores han solicitado el periodo restante.

Consejo Escolar de Presidio ISD

Hay tres puestos en juego para la eleccion del Consejo Escolar de Pre-
sidio ISD: puestos que actualmente ocupan la presidenta del consejo, Iris
Galindo, Juventino Martinez y Jusby Vazquez. Se elegiran los tres candida-
tos que obtengan mas votos para el consejo general.

Galindo y Martinez son los tinicos titulares que se presentaron para la re-
eleccion. Cuatro nuevos candidatos: Josefina Burrola, Maria Lucero Mon-
toya, Jose Antonio Padilla y Jeremy Thomas Velasquez, también compiten
por un puesto en el consejo.

Los vales para escuelas privadas y la ilusion de la eleccion

Por el senador César Blanco

Durante la ultima década, he visto varias versiones de
propuestas para utilizar el dinero de los contribuyentes
en las escuelas privadas. Cada una ha tenido diferentes
nombres y componentes, pero en esencia, todas com-
parten una caracteristica comun: dinero publico para la
educacion privada.

El Proyecto de Ley Senatorial 2, que crea un pro-
grama de Cuenta de Ahorros para la Educacion (ESA,
por sus siglas en inglés), es solo el tltimo intento. Si
bien los partidarios afirman que amplia las oportuni-
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de educacion especial, la escuela tiene la opcion de re-
chazarlo. Si la matricula supera lo que cubre la ESA,
las familias deben cubrir la diferencia. Y las familias
que no pueden pagar el transporte o los uniformes
quedan efectivamente excluidas de participar.

Tenemos excelentes escuelas privadas en nuestra
comunidad, pero los fondos publicos deberian venir
acompaiiados de una rendicion de cuentas publica. Esa
es la diferencia. Las escuelas publicas responden ante
los contribuyentes. Las escuelas privadas no. No se tra-
ta de si las escuelas privadas son buenas o malas, sino
de si estamos haciendo buenas politicas.

En otras palabras, este programa ofrece una opor-
tunidad, no una eleccion.

Seamos claros sobre quién se beneficia realmente.
Segun la nota fiscal oficial, el 95% de los estudiantes
que se espera que utilicen ESA en el primer afio ya
asisten a escuelas privadas o en sus hogares. Eso sig-
nifica que este programa no estd ayudando princi-
palmente a los estudiantes a abandonar las escuelas
publicas en dificultades, sino que esta subsidiando la
educacion privada para las familias que ya han elegido
ese camino.

Incluso con estos fondos, muchas familias no podran
pagar la matricula de la escuela privada, que promedia
$11,337 por afio en todo el estado y supera los $19,000
para las escuelas especializadas que atienden a estudi-
antes con discapacidades. Mientras tanto, mas de 150
condados de Texas no tienen una sola escuela privada,
lo que deja a los estudiantes rurales sin ninglin acceso
real a esta supuesta "opcion".

Mas alla de las desigualdades, la carga financiera de
este programa es asombrosa. El sistema de vales uni-
versales de Arizona ya se ha disparado a cinco veces
su costo proyectado, y Texas va por el mismo camino.
Se espera que la SB 2 cueste $1 mil millones en 2027
y supere los $4.5 mil millones para 2030, dinero que
se sacara de nuestras escuelas publicas que ya estan
subfinanciadas.

Las escuelas publicas son la columna vertebral de
nuestras comunidades, pero ya estan luchando por hac-
er mas con menos.

Texas ocupa el puesto 46 en financiacion per capi-
ta, y los estudiantes reciben $4,400 menos que el pro-
medio nacional. La asignacion basica por estudiante
se ha mantenido en $6,160 desde 2019, a pesar de las

presiones inflacionarias que requeririan que fuera al
menos $7,671 en 2025 solo para mantener el ritmo.
Mientras tanto, los servicios de educacion especial
estan subfinanciados en $2 mil millones, los maestros
ganan $9,000 menos que el promedio nacional y los
distritos escolares de todo el estado estan lidiando con
fondos insuficientes para transporte, seguridad y otras
necesidades criticas.

La SB 2 amenaza con drenar atin mas recursos de la
educacion publica, empeorando la situacion.

Ademas, los partidarios argumentan que las ESA
simplemente les dan a los padres mas opciones, pero
la historia ofrece una advertencia. Los programas de
vales escolares en los EE. UU. tienen raices en la seg-
regacion, originalmente disefiados para permitir que
las familias blancas usen fondos publicos para evitar
la integracion. Sin una supervision estricta, la SB 2
corre el riesgo de llevar a Texas por un camino similar:
concentrar a los estudiantes con mayores necesidades
en escuelas publicas con fondos insuficientes mientras
que el dinero de los contribuyentes subsidia a insti-
tuciones privadas con poca rendicion de cuentas.

La Constitucion de Texas es clara: es deber de la Leg-
islatura proporcionar un sistema eficiente de escuelas
publicas gratuitas. En lugar de cumplir con esa obli-
gacion, la SB 2 prioriza a las instituciones privadas so-
bre el 98% de los estudiantes de Texas que dependen de
la educacion publica. Con un superavit presupuestario
de 24 mil millones de ddlares, tenemos la oportunidad
de financiar completamente nuestras escuelas publicas,
reducir el tamafio de las clases, aumentar el salario de
los maestros e invertir en el éxito de cada nifio. La SB
2 hace lo contrario.

La historia no juzgara con benevolencia esta leg-
islacion. No se trata de la libertad de eleccion de es-
cuelas, sino de un subsidio financiado por los con-
tribuyentes para las escuelas privadas que deja atras
a los estudiantes de las escuelas publicas. Por eso me
opongo a ella y seguiré luchando por un Texas en el
que todos los nifios, en todas las comunidades, tengan
acceso a una educacion publica soélida.

Nota del editor: El senador Blanco votd en contra de
la SB 2, que fue aprobada por el Senado de Texas el 5
de febrero. Ahora pasa a ser considerada por la Camara
de Representantes de Texas.



page 4, El Internacional, February 20 2025 / 20 febrero 2025

NOTICE OF SALE

THE STATE OF TEXAS BY VIRTUE OF AN ORDER OF SALE

COUNTY OF PRESIDIO DATED: January 3, 2025

and issued pursuant to a judgment decree of the District Court, 394" Judicial District, of Presidio County,
Texas, by the District Clerk on said date, and to me directed and delivered as Sheriff of said County, I have
on the 15" of January, 2025, seized, levied upon, and will on the first Tuesday in March, 2025, the same
being the 4™ day of said month, at the Courthouse door, of said County in the City of Marfa, beginning at
10:00 o’clock a.m., on said day, proceed to sell for cash to the highest bidder all the right, title and interest
of the defendants in such suit to the following described real estate levied upon as the property of said
defendants, the same lying and being situated in the County of Presidio and the State of Texas, to-wit:

CAUSE NO. 5198-A; PRESIDIO COUNTY TAX OFFICE v. EDUARDO HERRERA, ET UX

TRACT 1: GEO: 1 10 02700000004003

Lot 30, Block 4, Broadway Addition to the Town of Presidio, Presidio County, Texas; being that property
more particularly described in a Warranty Deed recorded in Volume 295, Page 243 in the Deed Records of
Presidio County, Texas.

TRACT 2: GEO: 1 10 027000000040029

Lot 29, Block 4, Broadway Addition to the Town of Presidio, Presidio County, Texas; being that property
more particularly described in a Warranty Deed recorded in Volume 277, Page 67 in the Deed Records of
Presidio County, Texas.

CAUSE NO. 5223-A; PRESIDIO COUNTY v. MARIA MENESES, ALSO KNOWN AS MARIA M.
MENESIS, INDIVIDUALLY AND DOING BUISNESS AS KARINA’S FURNITURE, ET AL

TRACT 2: GEO: 1 10 241000000331006

A Tract of land 3 acres, more or less in Abstract 3095, Survey 331, Jesus Vazquez Original Grantee,
Presidio County, Texas; being that property more particularly described in a Warranty Deed with Vendor’s
Lien recorded in Document No. 2013-065 of the Official Public Records of Presidio County, Texas.

TRACT 3: GEO: 1 10 16400000012002

Lot 20, 21 and 22, Block 12, Plaza Addition to the Town of Presidio, Presidio County, Texas; being that
property more particularly described in a Warranty Deed recorded in Volume 311, Page 656 of the Official
Public Records of Presidio County, Texas.

CAUSE NO. 5290-A; PRESIDIO COUNTY TAX OFFICE v. DAVID GOMEZ, ET UX

TRACT 1: GEO: 1 20 23300000006001
Lot 10, Block 6, West Heights Addition, Presidio County, Texas; being that property more particularly
described in a Warranty Deed recorded in Document #20150000639 in the deed records of Presidio County,

Texas.
or upon the written request of said defendants or their attorney, a sufficient portion thereof to satisfy said

Jjudgment, interest, penalties, and costs; subject, however to the right of redemption by the defendants or
any person having an interest therein, to redeem said property, or their interest therein, in the manner
provided by law, and subject to any other and further rights to which the defendants or anyone interested
therein may be entitled, under the provisions of law. Said sale to be made by me to satisfy the judgment
rendered in the above styled and numbered cause, together with interest, penalties and costs of suit, and the
proceeds of said sale to be applied to the satisfaction thereof, and the remainder, if any, to be applied as the
law directs.

I have appointed the following as agent to conduct the sale, to-wit:

Perdue, Brandon, Fielder, Collins & Mott, L.L.P.
Attorneys at Law
2500 N. Big Spring St., Suite D
Midland, Texas 79705
(432) 522-2427

THIS SALE IS BEING CONDUCTED PURSUANT TO STATUTORY OR
JUDICIAL REQUIREMENTS. BIDDERS WILL BID ON THE RIGHTS, TITLE,
AND INTERESTS, IF ANY, IN THE REAL PROPERTY OFFERED.

THE PROPERTY IS SOLD AS IS, WHERE IS, AND WITHOUT ANY
WARRANTY, EITHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED. NEITHER THE COUNTY
NOR THE SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT WARRANTS OR MAKES ANY
REPRESENTATIONS ABOUT THE PROPERTY'S TITLE, CONDITION,
HABITABILITY, MERCHANTABILITY, OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR
PURPOSE. BUYERS ASSUME ALL RISKS.

IN SOME SITUATIONS, A LOT OF FIVE ACRES OR LESS IS PRESUMED TO
BE INTENDED FOR RESIDENTIAL USE. HOWEVER, IF THE PROPERTY
LACKS WATER OR WASTEWATER SERVICE, THE PROPERTY MAY NOT
QUALIFY FOR RESIDENTIAL USE. A POTENTIAL BUYER WHO WOULD
LIKE MORE INFORMATION SHOULD MAKE ADDITIONAL INQUIRIES OR
CONSULT WITH PRIVATE COUNSEL.

ESTA VENTA SE LLEVARA A CABO DE CONFORMIDAD CON LOS
REQUISITOS LEGALES O JUDICIALES. LOS POSTORES HARAN UNA
OFERTA POR EL TITULO, LOS DERECHOS E INTERESES, SI ALGUNO, EN
LA PROPIEDAD OFRECIDA.

LA PROPIEDAD SE VENDE COMO ESTA, EN EL LUGAR DONDE SE
ENCUENTRA, Y SIN NINGUNA GARANTIA, YA SEA EXPRESA O
IMPLICITA. NI EL CONDADO, NI LA OFICINA DEL ALGUACIL
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GARANTIZAN O HACEN NINGUNA REPRESENTACION SOBRE EL
TITULO DE LA PROPIEDAD, CONDICION, HABITABILIDAD,
COMERCIABILIDAD, O IDONEIDAD PARA UN PROPOSITO PARTICULAR.
LOS COMPRADORES ASUMEN TODOS LOS RIESGOS.

EN ALGUNAS SITUACIONES, UN LOTE DE CINCO HECTAREAS O MENOS
SE PRESUME QUE ES APTO PARA USO RESIDENCIAL. SIN EMBARGO, SI
LA PROPIEDAD NO TIENE SERVICIOS DE AGUA POTABLE O AGUAS
RESIDUALES, LA PROPIEDAD NO PUEDE CALIFICAR PARA EL USO
RESIDENCIAL. UN COMPRADOR POTENCIAL QUE DESEE MAS
INFORMACION, DEBERA HACER ESTUDIOS ADICIONALES O
CONSULTAR CON UN ABOGADO PRIVADO.

At the time the sale begins, all bidders at the sale must be registered with the above named agent conducting
the sale and be eligible to bid according to the Property Tax Code.

Dated at Marfa, Presidio County, Texas, this the 15" day of January, 2025.

/s/Danny C. Dominguez
DANNY C. DOMINGUEZ
SHERIFF, PRESIDIO COUNTY

Presidio law enforcement prepare for
active shooters at schools

PRESIDIO — The Presidio
County Sheriff’s Office posted on
its Facebook page that area officers
will be conducting active shooter
drills on February 26, although no
students will be in school as it is a
staff in-service day.

“As per Texas House Bill 3, the
State of Texas has mandated that
the Sheriff of County shall conduct
school safety meetings in the in-
terest of preparation for an active
shooter event,” the post stated. “In
addition to providing ALERRT
[Advanced Law Enforcement Rap-
id Response Training] training to
all local law enforcement, the group
has been preparing for an Active
Shooter Exercise to establish proto-
cols and practice a response effort.”

Area law enforcement held a
planning meeting for the exercise
last Thursday, which included: Pre-
sidio County Sheriff's Office depu-
ties and communications, Presidio
ISD police, Presidio police, Texas
state troopers, U.S. Border Patrol,
U.S. CBP, Presidio city adminis-
tration, Presidio EMS, the Presidio
Volunteer Fire Department, the Pre-
sidio ISD superintendent, and Presi-
dio ISD transportation.

“The event on February 26 will
test law enforcement response
times, communication, protocols,
incident command, medical re-
sponse, evacuation, reunification
process, and school preparedness,”
the post stated.

Over the past decade, the state
has tightened up training require-
ments for school districts designed

e

Photo from Presidio County Sheriff's Office Facebook page

Law enforcement officers, and city and school officials meet on February 13 to plan an emergency response

training for school shooters.

shooter threats. Since 2023, ALER-
RT training has been mandatory for
all peace officers in Texas.

Presidio ISD Chief of Police Joel
Nufez said that more information
about the district’s safety protocols
— and this week’s round of drills
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to help them respond to active

— is available to parents by request.

Nuiiez emphasized that it takes a
village to help keep the communi-
ty safe. “The best thing anyone can
do to help is report any suspicious
activity to law enforcement and
follow the safety guidelines of the

emergency response plan,” he said.
Folks can submit tips anony-
mously to district law enforcement
using their confidential online por-
tal: webapps.presidio-isd.net/anon-
ymous_report/create.

Email ads@bigbendsentinel.com for advertising rates

ADMINISTRATION / PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
PUBLIC NOTICE

The City of Presidio plans to apply for the upcoming 2025-2026 Texas Rural Economic Development
(RED) fund from the Texas Community Development Block Grant (TXxCDBG) Program of the Texas
Department of Agriculture (TDA). These services are being solicited to assist the City of Presidio in its
application and administration of the TxCDBG Grant Agreement, if awarded, to support the following
economic development in the City of Presidio. Accordingly, the City of Presidio is seeking to contract
with a qualified Professional Administrator or Service Provider (individual or firm) to prepare the

application and/or administer the awarded contract.

Please submit your proposal of services and a statement of qualifications for the proposed services to
the address below:

Brenda Ornelas-Acuna, City Secretary
City of Presidio
507 W. O’Reilly Street
Presidio, Texas 79845

Digital Copy: bornelas@presidiotx.us

Proposals shall be received by the City of Presidio no later than 3 pm on the March 6, 2025. The City
of Presidio reserves the right to negotiate with any and all individuals or firms that submit proposals,
as per the Texas Professional Services Procurement Act and the Uniform Grant and Contract
Management Standards. Section 3 Residents and Business Concerns, Minority Business Enterprises,
Small Business Enterprises, Veteran Business Enterprises and Women Business Enterprises are

encouraged to submit proposals.

The City of Presidio is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer.
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Everyday « 11am - 3pm

209 W EL PASO ST
MARFA, TX 79843

The City of Presidio, Texas, is requesting proposals for hotel development from parties
interested in developing certain City-owned property is described as an approximate 3.21-
acre tract consisting of all of Lots 11 and 12, Block 3, Russell Addition and tracts 4 and 15,
Outblock No. 7. City of Presidio, Presidio County, Texas. Proposal requirements may be
requested from the City Secretary via email at bornelas@presidiotx.us or downloaded
from the City of Presidio website www.presidiotx.us Proposals must be received by the
City Secretary no later than Thursday, March 27, 2025, at 3:00 PM (CST). Respondents
are responsible for the means of timely delivering the Proposals. Delays due to any
instrumentality used to transmit the Proposals (including delay occasioned by the
Respondent, weather emergencies, or other reasons) are the sole responsibility of the
Respondent. Late Proposals will not be accepted under any circumstance.
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