A\

Vol. 40 No. 12 « April 17, 2025 / 17 abril 2025

Presidio, Condado de Presidio, Texas

www.presidiointernational.net ¢ $1

BURN BAN IN
EFFECT, NO
GROUND FIRES

by order of Presidio County

City of
Presidio
foasts
good FY24

audit

By Sam Karas
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — At Tuesday
night’s meeting, the Presidio City
Council celebrated another round
of positive audit results. State law
requires local governments to hire
independent auditors, whose re-
ports act like a credit score — with-
out good audits, they can get turned
down for grants and other opportu-
nities.

Certified Public Accountant
Preston Singleton of Singleton and
Clark gave a brief presentation
on his findings, which did not in-
clude any major red flags. Single-
ton said that this year’s audit went
so smoothly that he even had time
at the end of his fieldwork to visit
Mexico for the first time for lunch.
“This is a great audit, and you
should be applauded for it,” he said.

A few years ago, not even the
best tacos in Ojinaga could have
won over a visiting auditor. In
2018, the city received an adverse
audit after lapsing on the responsi-
bility of soliciting and filing them
since 2012. Three years later, that
auditor quit, citing concern about
the state of the city’s books. “In
the first few years that I was may-
or, nobody would touch Presidio to
perform an audit,” said Mayor John
Ferguson. “Now we’ve gone 180
degrees to where our staff are able
to fiscally manage our city to come
out with an audit that’s basically
perfect.”

While the city has been making
financial progress, a good audit is
a reflection of the city’s financial
recordkeeping — not the overall
strength of the city’s economy. Sin-
gleton said that there was lots of
room for growth, but that the chal-
lenges Presidio faces aren’t uncom-
mon among other small cities. Most
years, in order for the city to bal-
ance its budget, it must make large
transfers from the landfill fund —
in other words, the revenue from
the Presidio Landfill — into the
general fund, which absorbs most
of the day-to-day transactions that
keep the city running.

In FY24 the city took in about
$2.7 million in revenues and spent
$3.4 million. The difference be-
tween those two figures was once
again pulled from the landfill —
though a small victory was declared
because the transfer was smaller
than last year’s. “It’s not uncom-
mon for cities to have their utility
funds subsidize their general fund
to some degree,” Singleton ex-
plained. “But your general fund is
not self-sufficient, and I’'m hoping
you can improve that.”

In order to pass muster, expen-
ditures must also be close to what
was forecast in the city’s budget.
Last year, the municipal court and
the police department both went
over budget, but Singleton said
that’s relatively normal for certain
city services. “I don’t think that was
intentional, it’s just not easy pro-
jecting how the final expenditures
are going to turn out by the end of
the year,” he said.
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Last week, kids gathered outside the library for the annual Easter celebration. See page 4 for more information.

La semana pasada, los nifios se reunieron afuera de la biblioteca para la celebracion anual de Pascua. Vea la pdgina 4 para mds informacion.
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Presidio ISD to host Q& A
session about school bond

By Sam Karas
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — This upcoming Wednesday, April 23, Presidio ISD will
host a Q&A session about the $9.9 million school bond that will appear
on the May 3 ballot. The bond would translate to about 18 cents per $100
of property value for property owners within the district and would go to
address an array of improvements across the three campuses.

Potential projects that could be paid for by the bond include upgrades
to the playgrounds and daycare at Presidio Elementary, expansion of the
cafeteria at Lucy Rede Franco Middle School, and upgrades to the high
school’s career and technical education facilities. The list was developed
by a staff survey distributed at the beginning of the school year. If the bond
passes, the district will then determine a definite list of projects and rank
them by priority.

Other local school districts have had mixed results pursuing bonds. In
2022, a $57 million bond was rejected by voters that would have built a
new K-12 campus for Marfa ISD. Alpine ISD had to try the issue three
times before voters approved an over $22.5 million bond in 2018.

If passed, the new bond is not projected to make a big difference in local
property tax bills. The district is on the cusp of paying off an approximately
$4.5 million bond passed in 1998 that also carried an 18 cent per $100 cost.

(Continued on page 2)

El Distrito Escolar
Independiente de Presidio
organizard una sesion de
preguntas y respuestas
sobre el bono escolar

Por Sam Karas
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — Este miércoles 23 de abril, el Distrito Escolar Independ-
iente de Presidio organizara una sesion de preguntas y respuestas sobre el
bono escolar de $9.9 millones que aparecera en la boleta electoral del 3 de
mayo. El bono representaria aproximadamente 18 centavos por cada $100
del valor de la propiedad para los propietarios del distrito y se destinaria a
diversas mejoras en los tres campus.

Los posibles proyectos que podrian financiarse con el bono incluyen me-
joras en los patios de recreo y la guarderia de la Escuela Primaria Presidio,
la ampliacion de la cafeteria de la Escuela Intermedia Lucy Rede Franco
y mejoras en las instalaciones de educacion profesional y técnica de la es-
cuela preparatoria. La lista se elaboré mediante una encuesta al personal
distribuida al comienzo del afio escolar. Si se aprueba el bono, el distrito

(Continda en la pagina 3)

Early voting starts next week

TRI-COUNTY — Early voting for the May 3 General Election begins next
week on Tuesday, April 22, and runs through Tuesday, April 29.

Presidio Joint Election
Early voting for the joint City Council and School Board election will take
place on weekdays from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. April 22 through April 29 at the City
of Presidio Activities Center, 1200 E. O’Reilly Street, Presidio, Texas. Extend-
ed voting hours will take place from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Tuesday, April 29. To
view sample ballots, visit the city’s website and the school board’s website.

City of Presidio

Current Mayor John Ferguson is running unopposed but will appear on the
ballot. Voters will be instructed to vote for no more than two candidates for full
term council seats. Those running for full term council seats include Bianca
Martinez-Bailon, Arian Velazquez-Ornelas, Silverio Escontrias, Abel “Billy”
Hernandez and Jose “Pepe” Acosta.

For the unexpired term council seat, voters will be instructed to vote for
no more than one person. Alondra Flores and Juan Saenz are running for the
unexpired term.

Presidio ISD School Board + bond election

Three seats are up for election for the Presidio ISD School Board. The top
three vote getters for the at-large board will be elected. The candidates include
incumbents Iris S. Galindo and Tino Martinez as well as four new candidates:
Josefina Burrola, Maria Loyola Montoya, Jose A. Padilla and Jeremy Velas-
quez. Voters will be instructed to choose up to three candidates.

Voters will also choose whether they are for or against a $9,900,000 bond
proposal for “school facilities, and the purchase of new school buses, and the
levy of taxes sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on the bonds.” The
bond will result in a property tax increase. For more details on the school
bond election see 2 page in this week’s issue.

La votacion anticipada
comienza la proxima
semana

TRI-COUNTY — La votacion anticipada para las elecciones generales
del 3 de mayo comienza la proxima semana el martes 22 de abril y se ex-
tendera hasta el martes 29 de abril.

Ciudad de Presidio
La votacion anticipada para la eleccion conjunta del Concejo Municipal y
la Junta Escolar se llevara a cabo entre semana, de 8:00 a. m. a 5:00 p. m.,
del 22 al 29 de abril, en el Centro de Actividades de la Ciudad de Presidio,
ubicado en 1200 E. O'Reilly Street, Presidio, Texas. El horario de votacion
extendido serd de 7:00 a. m. a 7:00 p. m. el martes 29 de abril. Para ver las
boletas de muestra, visite el sitio web de la ciudad y el sitio web de la junta
escolar.
Ciudad de Presidio
El actual alcalde, John Ferguson, se postula sin oposicion, pero aparecera
en la boleta electoral. Se les pedira a los votantes que voten por un maximo
de dos candidatos para los puestos del consejo de periodo completo. Entre
quienes se postulan para los puestos del consejo de periodo completo se
encuentran Bianca Martinez-Bailon, Arian Velazquez-Ornelas, Silverio Es-
contrias, Abel “Billy” Hernandez y José “Pepe” Acosta.
Para el puesto del consejo con periodo restante, se les pedird a los votantes
que voten por un maximo de una persona. Alondra Flores y Juan Séenz se
postulan para el periodo restante.

(Continua en la pagina 3)

El
Ayuntamiento
de Presidio
celebra una
buena
auditoria

del ano
fiscal 2024

Por Sam Karas
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO — En la reunioén del
martes por la noche, el Ayunta-
miento de Presidio celebrd otra
ronda de resultados positivos de
auditoria. La ley estatal exige que
los gobiernos locales contraten
auditores independientes, cuy-
os informes funcionan como una
calificacion crediticia; sin buenas
auditorias, pueden ser rechazados
para subvenciones y otras opor-
tunidades.

El Contador Publico Certificado
Preston Singleton, de Singleton y
Clark, realizé una breve present-
acion sobre sus hallazgos, que no
incluy6é ninguna sefial de alerta
importante. Singleton comento
que la auditoria de este afio trans-
currié tan bien que incluso tuvo
tiempo, al final de su trabajo de
campo, para visitar México por
primera vez a almorzar. "Esta es
una gran auditoria, y merecen ser
aplaudidos por ello", dijo.

Hace unos afios, ni los mejores
tacos de Ojinaga habrian con-
vencido a un auditor visitante.
En 2018, la ciudad recibié una
auditoria negativa tras incumplir
la responsabilidad de solicitarlas
y presentarlas desde 2012. Tres
aflos después, el auditor renuncid,
alegando preocupacion por el es-
tado de las cuentas municipales.
"Durante mis primeros afios como
alcalde, nadie se atrevia a pedirle
a Presidio que realizara una au-
ditoria", declaro el alcalde John
Ferguson. "Ahora hemos dado un
giro de 180 grados, permitiendo
que nuestro personal gestione fis-
calmente nuestra ciudad y obtenga
una auditoria practicamente per-
fecta".

Si bien, el ayuntamiento ha lo-
grado avances financieros, una
buena auditoria refleja la gestion
de sus registros financieros, no la
solidez general de su economia.
Singleton afirm6 que hay mucho
margen de crecimiento, pero que
los desafios que enfrenta Presidio
no son infrecuentes en otras ciu-
dades pequenas. La mayoria de los
afos, para equilibrar su presupues-
to, la ciudad debe realizar grandes
transferencias del fondo del vert-
edero —es decir, los ingresos del
vertedero de Presidio— al fondo
general, que absorbe la mayor par-
te de las transacciones diarias que
mantienen el funcionamiento de la
ciudad. En el afio fiscal 2024, la
ciudad recaud6 aproximadamente
$2.7 millones y gasté $3.4 mil-
lones. La diferencia entre esas dos
cifras se recuperd una vez mas,
aunque se declar6 una pequefia
victoria porque la transferencia
fue menor que la del afo pasado.
"No es raro que las ciudades ten-
gan fondos de servicios publicos
que subsidien su fondo general
hasta cierto punto", explicd Sin-
gleton. "Pero su fondo general
no es autosuficiente, y espero que
puedan mejorar eso".

Para aprobar, los gastos también
deben acercarse a lo previsto en el
presupuesto del ayuntamiento. El
ano pasado, tanto el tribunal mu-
nicipal como el departamento de
policia superaron el presupuesto,
pero Singleton afirmé que eso es
relativamente normal para ciertos
servicios municipales. "No creo
que fuera intencional, simple-
mente no es facil proyectar como
resultaran los gastos finales para
fin de afio", afirmo.
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Presidio ISD Q& A

(Continued from page 1)

The law, however, requires the ballot to say that bonds increase property taxes. “Passage of the bond will not result
in an increase in the property tax rate, despite the ballot language,” explained Superintendent Carmen Rubner.
If the bond does not pass, the tax rate will drop to its maintenance and operations rate of around 80 cents per

$100 of valuation.

For more information, community members can attend the district’s informational session on Wednesday, April
23, at the Presidio Activity Center from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Questions and comments can be left ahead of the session
at surveymonkey.com/r/PISDBond25.

Trump teases expanded military power on the Texas-Mexico border

By Sam Karas
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

WASHINGTON, D.C. — On Friday, the Trump administration re-
leased a memo regarding the “Military Mission for Sealing the South-
ern Border,” which included the transfer of a narrow federally-owned
strip of land along the border from Las Cruces to San Diego from the
Department of the Interior into the hands of the Department of Defense
(DOD). “Our southern border is under attack from a variety of threats,”
the president’s memo reads. “The complexity of the current situation re-
quires that our military take a more direct role in securing our southern
border than in the recent past.”

At a press conference on Tuesday, White House Press Secretary Kar-
oline Leavitt announced that the order could soon expand. “In the com-
ing weeks, this administration will add more than 90 miles in the state
of Texas,” she explained. “This national defense area will enhance the
ability to detect, interdict and prosecute illegal aliens, criminal gangs
and terrorists who were able to invade our country without consequence
for the past four years."

The 60-foot-wide strip of land referred to in the memo is called the
“Roosevelt Reservation.” It was originally acquired by the government
under Theodore Roosevelt’s administration as “a protection against the
smuggling of goods.”

The Trump administration has run a version of this play before — in
2019, the government put the Roosevelt Reservation under DOD con-
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trol to expedite the process of constructing a border wall. Friday’s proc-
lamation will mark the first time that the DOD will take over the strip in
the interest of law enforcement.

Some experts are alarmed by the move, which appears to be an effort
to skirt the Posse Comitatus Act, which prohibits the military from en-

forcing domestic law. Over the past few months, nearly 10,000 troops
have been deployed to the Southwest border — while dozens of Nation-
al Guardsmen have been deputized for law enforcement, the vast major-
ity of DOD personnel on the ground in the region are instead involved
in detection and surveillance.

If the plan outlined in the memo sticks, folks who cross the border
illegally in California, Arizona and New Mexico could be charged with
trespassing on federal property in addition to the typical misdemeanor
charge for crossing outside a port of entry. "It's a quantum leap, because
the original designation of the land did not come along with militarizing
the zone and sort of bootstrapping a way for soldiers to arrest migrants
or to enforce drug trafficking laws at the border," Elizabeth Goitein,
senior director of the Brennan Center’s Liberty and National Security
Program, told Military.com in an interview.

At press time, there were few details available about the expansion of
the federal “national defense area” into the state of Texas. Most of the
state’s border with Mexico is privately owned — with the exception of
Big Bend National Park, which protects 118 miles of wilderness along
the Rio Grande.

Representatives for Big Bend National Park declined to comment on
whether the press secretary’s “over 90 miles in Texas” overlapped with
the park. A spokesperson for the Office of the Secretary of Defense said
that the DOD takeover of land in Texas was “pre-decisional” and that
the details were still in flux.

Al data center could be coming to Marfa

Local officials are privy to the proposal but lack details on key factors like water use

By Mary Cantrell
mkcantrell@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO COUNTY — Marfa grasslands, long inhabited by grazing
cattle, could soon be the site of a multi-million dollar data center estab-
lished to meet the growing demand for artificial intelligence if preliminary
plans progress. Presidio County and City of Marfa officials have recently
gleaned project details from Open Origin, the energy generation and distri-
bution company developing the proposal.

The potential location for the large-scale operation is 80,000 acres
southeast of Marfa on land containing the historic MacGuire and Antelope
Springs ranches, currently owned by Texas Mountain Cattle Company,
Brad Kelley’s LLC. The land sale has yet to be finalized.

Open Origin — who declined an interview request but provided a state-
ment from CEO Wesley Powell — said it is in the “early stages” of explor-
ing a potential data center project in Presidio County.

“While details are still emerging, our priority is to work closely with
local stakeholders to ensure the project reflects community needs and val-
ues,” Powell wrote. “We appreciate the community’s interest and look for-
ward to engaging with the public as a next step in the process.”

An Al data center in Presidio County could have broad reaching eco-
nomic, cultural and environmental implications, chief among the latter be-
ing groundwater extraction.

Open Origin is one of many companies responding to a Request for
Proposals (RFP) put out by The Stargate Project, a private joint venture
led by OpenAl, SoftBank and Oracle that plans to invest $500 billion in
Al infrastructure over the next four years. The ambitious initiative to build
20 new data centers in the U.S. was announced by President Trump on his
second day in office.

The widespread use of Al is increasing the nation’s electrical appetite
— an Al internet search requires 10 times the amount of energy used in a
traditional internet search — with some companies like Open Origin turn-
ing to renewable energy as a solution.

According to county officials, Open Origin intends to produce all of the
power needed to run the Al data center on site with renewable energy, as
opposed to using the existing power grid. Acres upon acres of solar panels,
cleaned by robots, will likely be installed. The company may also pursue
the creation of a “green ammonia” plant, a carbon-neutral fuel, and utilize
the property’s existing South Orient Rail Line for exports, according to
County Commissioner David Beebe. It is not clear how the company plans
to manage the intermittency of solar power and whether the green ammonia
operation is related.

Sources familiar with Open Origin’s plans that spoke to The Big Bend
Sentinel indicated that the operation could likely not be visible from any
public roads and could be tucked back into the expansive ranch, potentially
somewhere off of Nopal Road.

Brian Korgel, director of the University of Texas Energy Institute, said
the current industry trend is for data centers to be built close to energy re-
sources, making West Texas an appealing region due to its natural resourc-
es, access to natural gas pipelines, cheap land and more.

“Out in West Texas, there's a lot of sun, a lot of wind and land, and also
a lot of natural gas. The challenge is connecting the data centers with those
energy resources right now in Texas,” Korgel said. “There are a lot of data
center build-outs in West Texas being announced, and that's the reason,
partly.”

One natural resource in short supply in the desert — that data centers
require a considerable amount of to cool down heat-generating computer
systems — is water.

A county official who met with Open Origin said they intend to pump
800 acre feet of groundwater annually for their operation, which equates
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A national push to develop more data centers — energy and water-inten-
sive operations — to meet the growing demand for artificial intelligence
could impact Presidio County, if a preliminary proposal for an Al data
center southeast of Marfa advances.

to about 714,000 gallons of water a day. By comparison, the City of Mar-
fa pumps 550 acre feet a year, and Village Farms tomato growers — the
largest operating permit holder in Presidio County — pumps 400 acre feet
a year.

According to a report by the Texas Water Development Board, total
pumping for the Igneous Aquifer, which supplies much of the tri-county
region’s water supply, ranged from 8,000 to 4,000 acre-feet per year from
1980 to 2020, meaning an additional 800 acre feet could amount to a 10 to
20 percent increase in pumping annually.

But the company may be considering water reuse, according to Beebe.
The property does contain the City of Marfa wastewater treatment plant
that lies across from El Cosmico off of Highway 67. The wastewater is
currently lightly treated then pumped to ponds where it is left to evaporate,
meaning there may be an opportunity to upgrade that facility and reuse the
wastewater.

It is unclear what year Open Origin was founded. The company’s web-
site states that they operate a Salinas Piros, New Mexico, green ammonia
plant, which would appear to be south of Albuquerque, with plans for an-
other plant in Maharashtra, India, in development.

Beebe said he met with a handful of individuals from the company on
Zoom, one of which was Powell. In a video on their website Open Origin
Chief Vision Officer Indrani Pal-Chaudhuri states that the company’s strat-
egy is to work in “remote areas where we can really benefit local commu-
nities.”

Beebe said company representatives told him the new Al data center
could create 900 to 1,100 new jobs in the Marfa area. Questions regard-
ing whether those will be local hires, whether workers will be brought in,
whether they will seek housing locally, or build their own campus, are still
up in the air. Concerns over the Marfa Lights viewshed and dark skies have
also been voiced by local officials.

Data centers have made national headlines as of late for touting local

economic booms yet generating fewer jobs than promised. There are not
currently any jobs posted on Open Origin’s website. But, for a small town
like Marfa, whose population is around 1,700 people and where spring
break crowds result in hours-long wait times for local restaurants, 200 new
residents would be easier to absorb than 1,000 plus.

There is an incentive for Presidio County officials to support the poten-
tial Al data center given the border county’s dire financial straits. It is limit-
ed to a maximum 3.5% property tax increase every year — which, because
property taxes drive the county budget, means commissioners are limited
to a maximum 3.5% budget increase every year. However, new property
added to the tax rolls, like a high-dollar data center, does not count towards
the 3.5% budget increase limit for one year.

Last year, the county only added .05% of new property to its tax rolls.
Growth, specifically in the form of entirely new builds, is the key to raising
revenue and getting ahead of inflation, according to Beebe.

“It would be, in my opinion, a good economic opportunity for Marfa and
Presidio County,” County Judge Joe Portillo said. “I think it would generate
some very high paying jobs. It's an investment. It's using state of the art
technology and state of the art solar, state of the art energy production.”

Beebe said the one “tool” in the county’s “quiver” they could consider
is offering Open Origin tax abatements as an incentive to conserve water
use. For example, if Open Origin comes in and drops “a billion worth of
infrastructure in a year,” the county could give them a 10% tax abatement
contingent on the company not exceeding a certain amount of water usage
a month.

“Texas counties don't really have a way to control private property out-
side of cities, other than we have tried to empower our underground water
conservation district to have some say in what they call in California the
biggest straw problem,” Beebe said.

Longevity of the potential Al data center — regarding the Al and green
energy markets — is also of concern. Korgel said the economics of these
projects are, in part, driven by the 2022 Inflation Reduction Act which pro-
vides tax credits for green initiatives like solar. But, given the policy and
regulatory uncertainty of renewables under the current federal administra-
tion, it is unclear whether some projects may be derailed.

In the meantime, data center companies are "absorbing a premium” on
power and electricity. “Those companies are just trying to build the data
centers, and they're paying premiums for all kinds of things just because
they need it,” Korgel said. “At some point people have to sort of get real
about the finances.”

Texas’ energy demand could more than double by 2031, according to
a report released this month by the nonprofit corporation that operates the
state’s power grid, The Electric Reliability Council of Texas (ERCOT).
“You can't pick technology winners and losers and meet that need,” Korgel
said.

Beebe said the Al data center has the potential to bring about lasting
change to the region in the wake of the economic collapse of the cattle
ranching industry, but ongoing projects like the international bridge are also
paramount, and could result in more long-term economic growth for Presi-
dio County. He said he’s wary, given the rapid advance of technology, that
a potential data center could culminate in obsolete Central Processing Units
(CPUs), deserted concrete slabs, falling down buildings and a subdivision
of the property.

“What happens then?” Beebe said. “Because if we're going to get a tax
benefit over this, that's great and all, and we need it. But I don't want to ruin
this piece of paradise just to have it be used for five years. If we're going
to do this, we need a 20- to 30-year project so that we can really, honestly
benefit from it.”

The Sentinel will continue to cover this story as more details become
available.

More than 250 international students’ immigration statuses
revoked across Texas universities

By Jessica Priest and Ayden Runnels
The Texas Tribune

At least 252 international students and one professor at Texas univer-
sities have had their legal status changed in a wave of removals from a
federal database that have swept across the state and the nation.

The students learned in recent days their visas were revoked or their
immigration status was marked as terminated in the Student and Ex-
change Visitor Information System, or SEVIS database.

Visa revocations prevent re-entering the U.S. but do not immediately
end an individual’s status. SEVIS removals do, limiting students’ options
and causing a much more immediate effect.

On Tuesday, the University of Houston confirmed a faculty member
who taught an upper level math class was among those who had been
affected.

Hyeongseon "Sammy" Jeon was working at the university under a type
of student visa that allows graduates to work in their field of study, typ-
ically between one and three years. Jeon, who the university announced
joined the tenure-track faculty in September, earned his PhD in statistics
from Iowa State University.

He told students last week that Tuesday would be his last class with
them, but he hoped to return next semester.

"Due to the unexpected termination of my visa — an issue that has
recently impacted many international scholars — I must return to Korea
and immediately resolve my immigration status," he wrote in an email,
which also informed them another professor would be taking over.

The Texas Tribune reached out to Jeon by phone and email but did not
hear back.

The University of Houston has previously declined to release the num-
ber of students affected, but the university's chapter of the Students for

Justice in Palestine estimates it is 12.

Other universities, meanwhile, have disclosed the number of their stu-
dents who have been affected.

On Monday, the University of Texas System said 176 students at its 14
institutions had been affected as of last week. The system did not break
it down by institution but several of its schools disclosed their own num-
bers last week:

» University of Texas at Arlington: 27

» University of Texas at Dallas: 19

* University of Texas at El Paso: 10

» University of Texas Rio Grande Valley: 9

Also on Monday, the Texas A&M University System said 38 students

(Continued on page 4)



Votacion anticipada

(Continuacioén de la pagina 1)

Junta Escolar del Distrito Escolar Independiente de
Presidio + eleccion de bonos
Tres puestos estan en juego para la Junta Escolar del Distrito Escolar In-
dependiente de Presidio. Se elegiran los tres candidatos con mayor nimero
de votos para la junta general. Los candidatos incluyen a los titulares Iris

S. Galindo y Tino Martinez, asi como a cuatro nuevos candidatos: Josefina
Burrola, Maria Loyola Montoya, José A. Padilla y Jeremy Velazquez. Se les
indicara a los votantes que elijan hasta tres candidatos.

Los votantes también decidiran si estan a favor o en contra de una pro-
puesta de emision de bonos por $9,900,000 para “instalaciones escolares,

El Internacional, April 17 2025 / 17 abril 2025, page 3

la compra de nuevos autobuses escolares y la imposicion de impuestos sufi-
cientes para pagar el capital y los intereses de los bonos”. El bono resultara
en un aumento del impuesto predial.

Presidio ISD Q& A

(Continuacioén de la pagina 1)

determinara una lista definitiva de proyectos y los clasificara por prioridad.

Otros distritos escolares locales han obtenido resultados dispares en la biisqueda de bonos. En 2022, los votantes
rechazaron un bono de $57 millones que habria construido un nuevo campus K-12 para el Distrito Escolar Inde-
pendiente de Marfa (ISD) (Marfa ISD). EI ISD de Alpine tuvo que intentar la emision tres veces antes de que los

votantes aprobaran un bono de mas de $22.5 millones en 2018.

De aprobarse, no se prevé que el nuevo bono tenga un impacto significativo en las facturas locales de impuestos
prediales. El distrito esta a punto de liquidar un bono de aproximadamente $4.5 millones aprobado en 1998, que

también tenia un costo de 18 centavos por cada $100. Sin embargo, la ley exige que la boleta indique que los bonos

aumentan los impuestos prediales. "La aprobacion del bono no resultara en un aumento de la tasa del impuesto
predial, a pesar del texto de la boleta", explico la superintendente Carmen Rubner.
Si el bono no se aprueba, la tasa impositiva se reducird a su tasa de mantenimiento y operacion de aproximada-

mente 80 centavos por cada $100 de valoracion. Para mas informacion, los miembros de la comunidad pueden

asistir a la sesion informativa del distrito el miércoles 23 de abril en el Centro de Actividades de Presidio, de 18:00
a 20:00 h. Pueden dejar sus preguntas y comentarios antes de la sesion en surveymonkey.com/r/PISDBond25.

Trump insinua mayor poder militar en la frontera entre Texas y México

Por Sam Karas
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

WASHINGTON, D.C. — El viernes, el gobierno de Trump publicé un
memorando sobre la “Mision Militar para el Sellado de la Frontera Sur”,
que incluy6 la transferencia de una estrecha franja de tierra federal a lo
largo de la frontera, desde Las Cruces hasta San Diego, del Departamento
del Interior al Departamento de Defensa (DOD por sus siglas en inglés).
“Nuestra frontera sur esta siendo atacada por diversas amenazas”, se lee
en el memorando del presidente. “La complejidad de la situacion actual
requiere que nuestras fuerzas armadas asuman un papel mas directo en la
seguridad de nuestra frontera sur que en el pasado reciente”.

En una conferencia de prensa el martes, la secretaria de prensa de la Casa
Blanca, Karoline Leavitt, anuncié que la orden podria ampliarse pronto.
“En las proximas semanas, este gobierno afiadird mas de 90 millas en el
estado de Texas”, explico. Esta zona de defensa nacional mejorara la ca-
pacidad de detectar, interceptar y procesar a inmigrantes indocumentados,
bandas criminales y terroristas que lograron invadir nuestro pais sin conse-

cuencias durante los ultimos cuatro afios.

La franja de tierra de 18 metros de ancho a la que se refiere el memorando
se denomina "Reserva Roosevelt". Originalmente, fue adquirida por el go-
bierno durante la administracién de Theodore Roosevelt como "proteccion
contra el contrabando de mercancias".

La administracion Trump ya ha llevado a cabo una version de esta estrate-
gia: en 2019, el gobierno puso la Reserva Roosevelt bajo el control del De-
partamento de Defensa para agilizar la construccion de un muro fronterizo.
La proclamacion del viernes marcara la primera vez que el DOD tomara el
control de la franja para fines policiales.

Algunos expertos estan alarmados por la medida, que parece ser un inten-
to de eludir la Ley Posse Comitatus, que prohibe a las fuerzas armadas apli-
car la legislacion nacional. En los Gltimos meses, se han desplegado cerca
de 10,000 soldados en la frontera suroeste. Si bien decenas de miembros de
la Guardia Nacional han sido asignados a tareas policiales, la gran mayoria
del personal del DOD en la region se dedica a la deteccion y vigilancia.

Si el plan descrito en los memorandos se concreta, quienes crucen la fron-
tera ilegalmente en California, Arizona y Nuevo México podrian ser acusa-

dos de allanamiento de propiedad federal, ademas del cargo de delito menor
habitual por cruzar fuera de un puerto de entrada. "Es un avance enorme,
porque la designacion original del terreno no incluia la militarizacion de la
zona ni la creacion de un mecanismo para que los soldados arrestaran a mi-
grantes o aplicaran las leyes contra el narcotrafico en la frontera", declard
Elizabeth Goitein, directora sénior del Programa de Libertad y Seguridad
Nacional del Centro Brennan, a Military.com en una entrevista.

Al cierre de esta edicion, habia pocos detalles disponibles sobre la expan-
sion del "area de defensa nacional" federal al estado de Texas. La mayor
parte de la frontera del estado con México es de propiedad privada, con la
excepcion del Parque Nacional Big Bend, que protege 190 kilémetros de
areas silvestres a lo largo del Rio Grande.

Representantes del Parque Nacional Big Bend se negaron a comentar si
la extension de "mas de 145 kilometros en Texas" mencionada por el secre-
tario de prensa se superponia con el parque. Un portavoz de la Oficina del
Secretario de Defensa afirmo6 que la expropiacion de tierras en Texas por
parte del Departamento de Defensa fue "previa a la toma de decisiones" y
que los detalles atn estaban en proceso de cambio.

Un centro de datos de 1A podria llegar a Marfa

Las autoridades locales conocen la propuesta, pero desconocen detalles sobre factores clave como el uso del agua

Por Mary Cantrell
mkcantrell@bigbendsentinel.com

CONDADO DE PRESIDIO — Los pastizales de
Marfa, habitados durante mucho tiempo por ganado
en pastoreo, podrian albergar pronto un centro de da-
tos multimillonario, establecido para satisfacer la cre-
ciente demanda de inteligencia artificial si los planes
preliminares avanzan. Funcionarios del Condado de
Presidio y de la Ciudad de Marfa han obtenido reci-
entemente detalles del proyecto de Open Origin, la
empresa de generacion y distribucion de energia que
desarrolla la propuesta.

La posible ubicacion para la operacion a gran escala
se encuentra a 80,000 acres al sureste de Marfa, en
terrenos que albergan los historicos ranchos MacGuire
y Antelope Springs, actualmente propiedad de Texas
Mountain Cattle Company, Brad Kelley’s LLC. La
venta del terreno aun no se ha concretado.

Open Origin, que decliné ser entrevistada, pero pro-
porciond una declaracion de su director ejecutivo,
Wesley Powell, afirmé que se encuentra en las prime-
ras etapas de la exploracion de un posible proyecto de
centro de datos en el condado de Presidio.

“Si bien aun se estan definiendo los detalles, nues-
tra prioridad es colaborar estrechamente con las partes
interesadas locales para garantizar que el proyecto re-
fleje las necesidades y los valores de la comunidad”,
escribio6 Powell. “Agradecemos el interés de la co-
munidad y esperamos colaborar con el ptblico como
siguiente paso del proceso”.

Un centro de datos de IA en el condado de Presi-
dio podria tener amplias implicaciones econdmicas,
culturales y ambientales, entre las que destaca la ex-
traccion de aguas subterraneas.

Open Origin es una de las muchas empresas que han
respondido a una solicitud de propuestas (RFP) pub-
licada por The Stargate Project, una empresa conjunta
privada liderada por OpenAl, SoftBank y Oracle que
planea invertir 500 000 millones de ddlares en infrae-
structura de TA durante los proximos cuatro afios. La
ambiciosa iniciativa de construir 20 nuevos centros

de datos en EE. UU. fue anunciada por el presidente
Trump en su segundo dia de mandato.

El uso generalizado de la IA estad aumentando el con-
sumo eléctrico del pais (una busqueda en internet con
IA requiere diez veces mas energia que una busqueda
tradicional), y algunas empresas como Open Origin
estan recurriendo a las energias renovables como solu-
cion.

Segun funcionarios del condado, Open Origin pre-
tende producir toda la energia necesaria para el fun-
cionamiento del centro de datos de IA con energia ren-
ovable, en lugar de utilizar la red eléctrica existente.
Es probable que se instalen hectareas y hectareas de
paneles solares, limpiados por robots. La empresa
también podria impulsar la creaciéon de una planta de
"amoniaco verde", un combustible neutro en carbono,
y utilizar la linea ferroviaria South Orient existente
de la propiedad para la exportacion, segun el comis-
ionado del condado, David Beebe. No esta claro como
planea la empresa gestionar la intermitencia de la en-
ergia solar ni si la operacion de amoniaco verde esta
relacionada.

Fuentes familiarizadas con los planes de Open Or-
igin que hablaron con The Big Bend Sentinel indic-
aron que la operacion probablemente no seria visible
desde ninguna via publica y podria estar ubicada en el
extenso rancho, posiblemente en algin lugar cerca de
Nopal Road.

Brian Korgel, director del Instituto de Energia de la
Universidad de Texas, afirmo que la tendencia actu-
al de la industria es que los centros de datos se con-
struyan cerca de fuentes de energia, lo que convierte
al oeste de Texas en una region atractiva gracias a
sus recursos naturales, acceso a gasoductos, terrenos
econémicos y mas.

“En el oeste de Texas, hay mucho sol, mucho viento
y tierra, y también mucho gas natural. El reto actual es
conectar los centros de datos con esas fuentes de en-
ergia en Texas”, afirmo Korgel. “Se estan anunciando
muchas construcciones de centros de datos en el oeste
de Texas, y esa es, en parte, la razon”.

Un recurso natural escaso en el desierto, del que los
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centros de datos requieren una cantidad considerable
para enfriar los sistemas informaticos que generan cal-
or, es el agua.

Un funcionario del condado que se reunié con Open
Origin afirmd que planean bombear 800 acres-pies de
agua subterranea anualmente para su funcionamien-
to, lo que equivale a unos 714,000 galones de agua
al dia. En comparacion, la ciudad de Marfa bombea
550 acres-pies al afio, y los productores de tomate
de Village Farms —el mayor titular de permisos de
operacion en el condado de Presidio— bombean 400
acres-pies al afio.

Seglin un informe de la Junta de Desarrollo del Agua
de Texas, el bombeo total del Acuifero Igneo, que
abastece gran parte del suministro de agua de la region
de los tres condados, oscild entre 8,000 y 4,000 acres-
pies al aflo entre 1980 y 2020. Esto significa que 800
acres-pies adicionales podrian representar un aumento
del 10 al 20 por ciento en el bombeo anual.

Sin embargo, segun Beebe, la empresa podria estar
considerando la reutilizacion del agua. La propiedad
alberga la planta de tratamiento de aguas residuales de
la ciudad de Marfa, ubicada frente a El Cosmico, jun-
to a la autopista 67. Actualmente, las aguas residuales
reciben un tratamiento ligero y luego se bombean a
estanques donde se evaporan, lo que significa que po-
dria existir la oportunidad de modernizar dichas insta-
laciones y reutilizarlas.

No se sabe con certeza en qué afio se funddé Open
Origin. El sitio web de la empresa indica que opera
una planta de amoniaco verde en Salinas Piros, Nue-
vo México, que aparentemente se encuentra al sur de
Albuquerque, y que tiene planes para desarrollar otra
planta en Maharashtra, India.

Bee coment6 que se reunid con varias personas de
la empresa por Zoom, una de las cuales era Pow-
ell. En un video publicado en su sitio web, Indrani
Pal-Chaudhuri, directora de vision de Open Origin,
afirma que la estrategia de la empresa es trabajar en
"zonas remotas donde realmente podamos beneficiar a
las comunidades locales".

Beebe afirmo que representantes de la compaiiia le
informaron que el nuevo centro de datos de IA podria
crear entre 900 y 1100 nuevos empleos en la zona de
Marfa. Ain no se sabe si se contratara a personal local,
si se incorporaran trabajadores, si buscaran alojamien-
to localmente o si construiran su propio campus. Las
autoridades locales también han expresado su preocu-
pacion por la visibilidad de las Luces de Marfa y los
cielos oscuros.

Los centros de datos han acaparado titulares nacio-
nales tltimamente por promocionar un auge econdmi-
co local, pero generar menos empleos de los prometi-
dos. Actualmente no hay ofertas de empleo publicadas
en el sitio web de Open Origin. Sin embargo, para una
ciudad pequefia como Marfa, con una poblacion de
aproximadamente 1700 habitantes y donde las multi-
tudes durante las vacaciones de primavera provocan
largas esperas en los restaurantes locales, seria mas
facil absorber a 200 nuevos residentes que a mas de
1000.

Existe un incentivo para que las autoridades del
Condado de Presidio apoyen el posible centro de datos
de TA, dada la grave situacion financiera del condado
fronterizo. El aumento del impuesto predial estd lim-
itado a un maximo del 3.5% anual. Esto, dado que los
impuestos prediales rigen el presupuesto del condado,
significa que los comisionados estan limitados a un
aumento presupuestario maximo del 3.5% anual. Sin
embargo, las nuevas propiedades anadidas a la lista
de impuestos, como un centro de datos de alto valor,

no se contabilizan para el limite del 3.5% de aumento
presupuestario durante un afio.

El aflo pasado, el condado s6lo afiadi6 el 0.05% de
nuevas propiedades a su lista de impuestos. El crec-
imiento, especificamente en forma de nuevas con-
strucciones, es clave para aumentar los ingresos y ad-
clantarse a la inflacion, segtin Beebe.

“En mi opinién, seria una buena oportunidad
econdmica para Marfa y el condado de Presidio”,
declar6 el juez del condado Joe Portillo. “Creo que
generaria empleos muy bien remunerados. Es una in-
version. Utiliza tecnologia de vanguardia, energia so-
lar y produccion de energia de vanguardia”.

Beebe afirmo que la tinica herramienta disponible en
el condado que podrian considerar es ofrecer reduc-
ciones de impuestos a Open Origin como incentivo
para el ahorro de agua. Por ejemplo, si Open Origin
llega y desmantela infraestructura por valor de mil
millones de ddlares al afio, el condado podria otorgar-
les una reduccion de impuestos del 10%, siempre que
la empresa no exceda una cierta cantidad de consumo
de agua al mes.

“Los condados de Texas no tienen forma de contro-
lar la propiedad privada fuera de las ciudades, salvo
que hemos intentado empoderar a nuestro distrito de
conservacion de aguas subterraneas para que tenga
voz y voto en lo que en California llaman el mayor
problema de la paja”, declaré Beebe.

La longevidad del posible centro de datos de IA,
en relacion con los mercados de IA y energias ren-
ovables, también es preocupante. Korgel explicd que
la economia de estos proyectos se ve impulsada, en
parte, por la Ley de Reduccion de la Inflacion de 2022,
que otorga créditos fiscales para iniciativas ecoldgi-
cas como la solar. Sin embargo, dada la incertidumbre
politica y regulatoria sobre las energias renovables
bajo la actual administracion federal, no esta claro si
algunos proyectos podrian verse frustrados. Mientras
tanto, las empresas de centros de datos estan "absor-
biendo un sobreprecio” por la energia y la electrici-
dad. "Esas empresas solo intentan construir los centros
de datos y pagan sobreprecios por todo tipo de cosas
simplemente porque las necesitan", dijo Korgel. "En
algin momento, la gente tiene que ser realista con las
finanzas".

La demanda de energia de Texas podria mas que du-
plicarse para 2031, segiin un informe publicado este
mes por la corporacion sin fines de lucro que opera la
red eléctrica del estado, el Consejo de Confiabilidad
Eléctrica de Texas (ERCOT). "No se puede elegir a los
ganadores y perdedores de la tecnologia y satisfacer
esa necesidad", dijo Korgel.

Beebe afirmo que el centro de datos de 1A tiene el po-
tencial de generar un cambio duradero en la region tras
el colapso economico de la industria ganadera, pero
los proyectos en curso, como el puente internacion-
al, también son cruciales y podrian generar un mayor
crecimiento econdémico a largo plazo para el condado
de Presidio. Dijo que le preocupa que, dado el répi-
do avance de la tecnologia, un posible centro de datos
pueda acabar en unidades centrales de procesamiento
(CPU) obsoletas, losas de hormigon abandonadas, ed-
ificios derrumbados y una subdivision de la propiedad.

“;Qué pasa entonces?”, dijo Beebe. “Porque si va-
mos a obtener un beneficio fiscal por esto, es fantastico,
y lo necesitamos. Pero no quiero arruinar este paraiso
solo para que se use durante cinco afos. Si vamos a
hacerlo, necesitamos un proyecto de 20 a 30 afios para
que podamos beneficiarnos realmente de é1”.

El Sentinel seguird informando sobre esta noticia a
medida que se disponga de mas detalles.
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Dark Skies events held throughout the Big Bend next week

From the McDonald Observatory

THE BIG BEND — In celebration of Internation-
al Dark Sky Week, locations throughout the Big Bend
region will be holding special events from April 22-27
that showcase our famous night skies.

Events will take place at McDonald Observatory
and locations around Fort Davis, Alpine, Marfa, and
Terlingua. Highlights include Star Parties throughout
the region; special talks and tours at McDonald Obser-
vatory; a guided nighttime hike at the Fort Davis Na-
tional Historic Site; constellation journaling at Davis
Mountains State Park; and more.

Many, though not all, events are free. Additional in-
formation and a full schedule are available on the Mc-
Donald Observatory website at mcdonaldobservatory.
org/dark-skies-festival.

FULL SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Tuesday, April 22
* 8 p.m. - Special Talk: Dark for the Park Alliance: Col-
laborating to Improve Lighting in the Permian Basin
at McDonald Observatory (event included with pur-
chase of a ticket to the evening's Star Party)
* 9:15 p.m. - Star Party at McDonald Observatory ($5-
25)

Wednesday, April 23
* 9 p.m. - Star Party at the Far Flung Outdoor Center in

Terlingua (free)
* 9 p.m. - Star Party at the Ballroom Marfa Stone Circle
(directions) (free)

Thursday, April 24

* 12:30 p.m. - Behind the scenes tour of McDonald Ob-

servatory's Hobby-Eberly Telescope ($10)
Friday, April 25

* 11 am. - Special Talk: Bugs that Go Bump in the
Night at Fort Davis National Historic Site (free for
visitors with site entry passes)

* 12:30 p.m. - Behind the scenes tour of McDonald Ob-
servatory's Hobby-Eberly Telescope ($10)

2 p.m. - Constellation Journaling at Davis Mountains
State Park (free for campers or day users w/permit -
daily entrance fee is $6/adult)

* 2 p.m. - Special Talk: How to Make an Apple Pie
from Scratch: History of the Universe at Fort Davis
National Historic Site (free for visitors with site entry
passes)

* 8 p.m. - Special Talk: Celebration of the Dark: Earth's
Night Sky and Artificial Lighting at McDonald Ob-
servatory (event included with purchase of a ticket to
the evening's Star Party)

 8:30 p.m. - Park After Dark guided night hike at the
Fort Davis National Historic Site (free for visitors
with site entry passes)

* 9 p.m. - Miles of Stars Star Party at Davis Mountains
State Park (free for campers or day users w/permit -
daily entrance fee is $6/adult)

* 9:15 p.m. - Star Party at McDonald Observatory ($5-
25)

Saturday, April 26

* 9 a.m.-noon - Outreach Activities at the Alpine Farm-
ers Market (free)

* 11 am. - Special Talk: Bugs that Go Bump in the
Night at Fort Davis National Historic Site (free for
visitors with site entry passes)

* 2 pm. - Astrophotography Talk: Empowering
Wounded Veterans to Heal Through Photography at
the Alpine Public Library (free)

* 2 p.m. - Special Talk: How to Make an Apple Pie
from Scratch: History of the Universe at Fort Davis
National Historic Site (free for visitors with site entry
passes)

* 4 pm. - Astrophotography Talk: Empowering
Wounded Veterans to Heal Through Photography at
McDonald Observatory (free)

* 8 p.m. - Special Talk: How COMPASSE Helps Pre-
serve Dark and Radio-Quiet Skies at McDonald Ob-
servatory (event included with purchase of a ticket to
the evening's Star Party at McDonald Observatory)

* 9 p.m. - Star Party at Kokernot Park Soccer Field in
Alpine (free)

* 9:15 p.m. - Star Party at McDonald Observatory ($5-
25)

Sunday, April 27
* 11 am. - Special Talk: Bugs that Go Bump in the

Night at Fort Davis National Historic Site (free for
visitors with site entry passes)

* 2 p.m. - Special Talk: How to Make an Apple Pie
from Scratch: History of the Universe at Fort Davis
National Historic Site (free for visitors with site entry
passes)

Free events at McDonald Observatory

Visitors to the Observatory receive free general admis-
sion all week, Tuesday-Saturday, 12-5 p.m. Discount code
DarkSky will extend this offer to online purchases.

Residents of Brewster, Culberson, Jeff Davis, Hud-
speth, Pecos, Reeves and Presidio counties get free Mc-
Donald Observatory Star Party passes using discount code
Local25 at checkout.

Events at McDonald Observatory are in addition to its
regular public programming.

What makes our dark skies so special?

Through the support of local governments, businesses,
and property owners, the Big Bend region features some
of the darkest night skies in the continental United States.
An important driver of this accomplishment is the wide-
spread adoption of nighttime lighting that keeps light on
the ground and out of the sky.

To recognize and protect the exceptional quality of our
night skies, the Greater Big Bend International Dark Sky
Reserve was established in 2022. It covers over 15,000
square miles, making it the largest Dark Sky Reserve in
the world.

Immigration status revoked

(Continued from page 2)

Photo by Maria Crane/The Texas Tribune

Nineteen University of Texas at Dallas students were
removed from the Student and Exchange Visitor In-
formation System database, according to UTD offi-
cials, who said they were working through the situa-
tion with those affected.

at its 11 universities have been affected:

o Texas A&M University: 23

* Prairie View A&M University: 1

* Texas A&M University Texarkana: 1

» Texas A&M University Kingsville: 9
Texas A&M University Corpus Christi: 3
Texas A&M International University: 1

Other universities that reported the number of their
international students who have been affected last
week include:

» University of North Texas: 27

* Texas Woman’s University: 6

» Texas Tech University: 3

» Texas State University: 2 (via Inside Higher Ed)

The University of Texas at Austin, where police
arrested dozens for protesting the Israel-Hamas war,
told the Houston Chronicle that some of their inter-
national students had a change in their immigration
status, but declined to say how many.

Robert Hoffman, an immigration lawyer with offic-
es in Houston and Bryan, said SEVIS removal also
can affect employment eligibility and the status of de-
pendents like spouses and children, whose ability to
stay in the U.S. depends on the primary status holder.

“Unfortunately, these kinds of terminations kind of
short-circuit due process by not allowing the student
the opportunity to hear the specifics of their charges
or defend themselves,” Hoffman said.

Neither university nor government officials have
made it clear how students and the professor were
chosen for removal. However, the Department of

Homeland Security released a statement Wednesday
saying it would begin screening international stu-
dents’ social media for “antisemitic” content. DHS’
statement cited two executive orders from President
Donald Trump, described by the White House as aim-
ing to crack down on “the explosion of anti-Semi-
tism on our campuses and in our streets,” referencing
pro-Palestine protests on college campuses. Several
Texas universities, including UNT and UTD, were
sites of similar protests.

Students who are removed from SEVIS have only a
few options for recourse, said Phillip Rodriguez, an-
other Bryan-based immigration lawyer. Students can
choose to leave, or apply to reinstate their status.

Hoffman said choosing to remove students from
SEVIS rather than revoking visas creates a more dif-
ficult appeal process.

“I think they're proactively making it so that they
basically can't continue studies, or making it extreme-
ly difficult to continue their studies here in the United
States without some sort of intervention,” Hoffman
said.

UNT has one of the highest international enroll-
ments in the U.S., with over 8,000 international stu-
dents, most of whom are graduate-level, according to
university data. Nineteen of the 27 students at UNT
who had their SEVIS records removed were gradu-
ate students, according to a university spokesperson.
UTD has over 4,500 international students, according
to the university website.

Daniel Morales, the president of the University of
Houston Chapter of the American Association of Uni-
versity Professors, said Jeon is likely one of many
professors who hold a visa at UH.

"By messing with student and faculty visas what
America is signaling very clearly is it doesn't want
the best and brightest to study in America and that
will have a devastating impact on this country. I don't
think that can be overstated," Morales said.

Disclosure: Texas A&M University, Texas Tech Uni-
versity, University of Texas - Arlington, University of
Texas - Dallas, University of Texas at Austin, Univer-
sity of Texas at El Paso, University of Houston and
University of North Texas have been financial sup-
porters of The Texas Tribune, a nonprofit, nonpartisan
news organization that is funded in part by donations
from members, foundations and corporate sponsors.
Financial supporters play no role in the Tribune's
Jjournalism. Find a complete list of them here.

This article was first published in The Texas Tribune
on April 9, 2025, at www.texastribune.com.

Celebran Dia de Pascua en la
Biblioteca de Presidio

Photo by Dina Aguirre Armendariz

La semana pasada, los nifios se reunieron afuera de la biblioteca para la celebracion anual de Pascua.

Por Diana Aguire Armendariz

PRESIDIO - Como cada afo, la Directora de la Bib-
lioteca Publica de Presidio, Carmen Elguezabal, junto
con su equipo de trabajo, organizaron una celebracion
por el dia de la Pascua, el pasado 9 de abril. “Los nifios
salieron a recolectar huevitos de pascua, disfrutando asi
de una tarde muy agradable” compartié Elguezabal.
“Estoy muy agradecida por el apoyo recibido, lo cual
hizo posible realizar esta festividad, asi que me gustaria
mencionar a cada uno de ellos: Aliviane de Van Horn
Texas, Tae Garcia, y Emily Easley regalaron camise-
tas. El Departamento de la Policia, el Chief Adan Co-
vos regald los hot dogs, Jesus Olivas nos apoyo con el
sonido. Ms. Brenda Witty, Frances Garcia de Marfa,
Texas, Brenda Silva, de Marfa, Edna Lara, Francisco
Ortiz, Lupe e Hiram Carrera, Chris Ferguson, Glorisel

Muniz, El buen Gusto y El Pink Flamingo nos apoyaron
donando canastas. Por su parte el Consulado de México
contribuy6 con botellas de agua y jugos para nuestros
invitados. A cada uno de ellos gracias, por sus diversas
aportaciones, porque logramos nuestro cometido, pas-
ar una tarde agradable en familia” destac6 Elguezbal.
Por ultimo, Carmen, agradece de igual manera a Gloria
Muiliz, a los alumnos de High School del Cuadro de
Honor, y a Haydee Hernandez por su valiosa contri-
bucion. “Gracias a los voluntarios por su esfuerzo y
apoyo, sin duda fue un gran éxito reunir a tantas per-
sonas, por lo cual también agradezco a los padres de
familia por traer a sus hijos al evento”.

Se hace un atento recordatorio al publico que la bib-
lioteca permanecera cerrada del 17 al 21 de abril, para
reanudar actividades el 22 de abril.

House For Sale: $89,000

3 bedroom 2 bath
405 Diaz street Presidio TX
432-238-8552

Harper

TEXAS COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM

The City of Presidio is giving notice of the city’s intent to submit
a Texas Community Development Block Grant Program grant ap-
plication for a Rural Economic Development Fund grant request
of $1,000,000.00 for downtown revitalization/economic devel-
opment improvements in the City of Presidio. The application
will be available for review at City Hall during regular business
hours beginning Monday, April 21, 2025. Para obtener una copia
en espanol, comuniquese con Pablo Rodriguez al 432-229-3517.
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Everyday « 11am - 3pm

Hardware,

From AC Repair Parts to Plumbing.
For all of your Commercial and
Residential needs.

101 O’Riley St.
Presidio, TX 7984
432-229-3256
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