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by order of Presidio County

County
appraisal
district
halfway
through
homestead
tax
exemption
audit

By Mary Cantrell
mkcantrell@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO COUNTY — The
Presidio County Appraisal District
(PCAD) is still in the process of
completing a homestead tax exemp-
tion audit started in December 2024.
The audit, which is required by the
state to be completed every five
years, is meant to ensure homeown-
ers are not claiming school property
tax exemptions on multiple proper-
ties, only their primary residence.

So far, the PCAD has scrutinized
properties with owner last names
A-M, with plans to tackle last names
N-Z starting in December 2025.
Chief Appraiser Cynthia Ramirez
said there are a total of 2,000 home-
stead tax exemptions throughout the
county, and the first round of audits
focused on 1,000 accounts.

Homestead tax exemptions —
currently $100,000 and $110,000
for seniors — are portions of a prop-
erty’s value that cannot be taxed by
the local school district. This legis-
lative session lawmakers approved
yet another increase in homestead
exemptions, up to a $140,000 base-
line exemption and $200,000 for the
elderly and those with disabilities.
The measure is pending the gover-
nor’s signature and voter approval
in November.

The PCAD worked with com-
pany True Roll on the most recent
audit, whose software flags property
owners who may be deceased, may
have multiple homestead exemp-
tions or other discrepancies. “We
were working off of their software,
and that's when we were coming
to find out that there's owners with
multiple homesteads in other coun-
ties,” Ramirez said.

Properties in question were sent
initial letters from the PCAD in De-
cember 2024 notifying them of the
potential removal of their home-
stead exemption and requesting a
copy of the home owner’s current
driver’s license, to ensure address-
es listed match their homesteaded
address.

The PCAD then followed up
with letters sent via certified mail
— which are costly to send out.
Seniors were given 60 and 30 day
letters, and asked whether they still
live at home or if they have moved
into a nursing home or assisted liv-
ing facility. Those who did not re-
spond to the PCAD’s requests for
updated information by April 2025
had their homestead exemptions re-
moved.

“We had a really good response,
except ... we had about maybe 200
to 300 that did not get returned,”
Ramirez said. “So there was about
66 here in Marfa ISD, and then the
rest are down south.”

(Continued on page 2)
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proxima semana para nuestra edicion de graduacion.

Presidio High School grads share a special moment after the graduation ceremony on Friday. Stay tuned next week for our graduation issue.

Los graduados de Presidio High School comparten un momento especial después de la ceremonia de graduacion el viernes. Manténte atento la
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Agave Fest presentation to
feature Sentinel
reporter on Santa

Elena Canyon

Note: Agave Fest — a celebration and educational
event for all things agave — starts today and runs
through Sunday at numerous locations through-
out the area. The festival includes tastings,
lectures, hikes, art exhibits and film.

For the full schedule, see agavemarfa.com.

By Rob D’Amico
rob@bigbendsentinel.com

MARFA — Big Bend Sentinel reporter Sam Karas will speak on the
human history of Santa Elena Canyon at an Agave Fest presentation today
(Thursday, June 5) at the Crowley Theater, 98 South Austin Street, from 6
p.m. to 7 p.m. Her talk will track historical explorations of the canyon and
use them as a lens to explore topics like the militarization of the border
and contentious water politics between the U.S. and Mexico.

Karas, also a river guide, will recount the U.S. military expedition
that mapped the southern border in the 1850s, some rather unusual early
Border Patrol expeditions, her personal canyon hike during the drought,

(Continued on page 2)

Presentacion del Festival
del Agave con reportera del
Sentinel sobre el Caiion
de Santa Elena

Nota: El Festival del Agave, un evento educativo
y de celebracion sobre el agave, comienza hoy y
se extendera hasta el domingo en diversos lugares
de la zona. El festival incluye catas, conferencias,
caminatas, exhibiciones de arte y cine. Para con-
sultar el programa completo, visite agavemarfa.
com.

Por Rob D’Amico
rob@bigbendsentinel.com

MARFA — Sam Karas, reportera del Big Bend Sentinel, hablara sobre
la historia del Candn de Santa Elena en una presentacion del Festival del
Agave hoy (jueves 5 de junio) en el Teatro Crowley, 98 South Austin Street,
de 6 p. m. a 7 p. m. Su charla se centrara en las exploraciones historicas
del cafién y las utilizara como punto de partida para explorar temas como
la militarizacion de la frontera y la polémica politica hidrica entre Estados
Unidos y México.

(Continda en la pdgina 3)

Historical
commission moves forward,
approves bylaws, marker
funding request

By Rob D’Amico
rob@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO COUNTY — The newly formed Presidio County Histori-
cal Commission (PCHC) had its second meeting of the year Monday and
continued to work getting organized and addressing historical markers and
surveying for new historic sites in the county.

The Commissioners Court reconstituted the commission in January, af-
ter members of the previous commission were not officially appointed after
expired terms. Arian Velazquez-Ornelas now serves as chair.

The commission adopted new by-laws, which were reviewed by County
Attorney Blair Park — a member of the commission — to ensure they
followed state law and requirements of the Texas Historical Commission
(THC). By state statute, the commission’s main function is proposing and
applying for state historical markers from the THC, but the organization
also serves as a booster for all things historical in Presidio County.

Park noted that an annual report to THC also was required by the end of
the year. She was unable to locate records detailing the last time that a full
inventory of historic locations and markers was completed and asked the

(Continued on page 2)

La Comision Historica
avanza, aprueba los
estatutos y solicita
financiacion para
los marcadores

Por Rob D’Amico
rob@bigbendsentinel.com

CONDADO DE PRESIDIO — La recién formada Comision Historica
del Condado de Presidio (PCHC por sus siglas en inglés) celebro su se-
gunda reunion del afio el lunes y continud trabajando en la organizacion,
la gestion de los marcadores histdricos y la prospeccion de nuevos sitios
historicos en el condado.

El Tribunal de Comisionados reconstituyé la comisién en enero, después
de que los miembros de la comision anterior no fueran nombrados oficial-
mente tras el vencimiento de sus mandatos. Arian Velazquez-Ornelas ahora
preside.

La comision adoptd nuevos estatutos, que fueron revisados por el fiscal
del condado, Blair Park, miembro de la comision, para garantizar que cum-
plieran con la ley estatal y los requisitos de la Comision Historica de Texas
(THC por sus siglas en inglés). Segtn la ley estatal, la funcion principal
de la comision es proponer y solicitar marcadores historicos estatales a la

(Continua en la pagina 3)

El Distrito de

Tasacion del
Condado se
encuentra a
mitad de la
auditoria de
exencion de
impuestos a
la vivienda
familiar

Por Mary Cantrell
mkcantrell@bigbendsentinel.com

CONDADO DE PRESIDIO — El
Distrito de Tasacion del Condado
de Presidio (PCAD por sus siglas en
inglés) aun esta en proceso de com-
pletar una auditoria de exencion de
impuestos a la vivienda familiar que
comenz6 en diciembre de 2024. La
auditoria, que el estado exige cada
cinco afios, tiene como objetivo ga-
rantizar que los propietarios no so-
liciten exenciones del impuesto pre-
dial escolar en varias propiedades,
solo en su residencia principal.

Hasta el momento, el PCAD ha
examinado las propiedades con
apellidos de la A a la M, y planea
abordar los apellidosdelaNalaZ a
partir de diciembre de 2025. La jefa
de tasaciones, Cynthia Ramirez, in-
dicé que existen un total de 2000
exenciones de impuestos a la vivi-
enda familiar en todo el condado, y
que la primera ronda de auditorias
se centrd en 1000 cuentas.

Las exenciones de impuestos a la
vivienda familiar —actualmente de
$100,000 y $110,000 para personas
mayores— son partes del valor de
una propiedad que el distrito esco-
lar local no puede gravar. En esta
sesion legislativa, los legisladores
aprobaron otro aumento en las ex-
enciones de vivienda familiar, hasta
una exencion base de $140,000 y
$200,000 para personas mayores y
personas con discapacidad. La me-
dida esta pendiente de la firma del
gobernador y la aprobacién de los
votantes en noviembre.

El PCAD colabor6 con la empre-
sa True Roll en la auditoria mas re-
ciente, cuyo software detecta a los
propietarios que podrian haber fall-
ecido, tener multiples exenciones
de vivienda familiar u otras discrep-
ancias. "Estabamos trabajando con
su software, y fue entonces cuando
descubrimos que hay propiectarios
con multiples viviendas familiares
en otros condados", dijo Ramirez.
Las propiedades en cuestion reci-
bieron cartas iniciales del PCAD en
diciembre de 2024, notificandoles
sobre la posible eliminacion de su
exencion de vivienda familiar y
solicitando una copia de la licencia
de conducir vigente del propietario
para garantizar que las direcciones
registradas coincidieran con su
domicilio.

El PCAD envid cartas poste-
riormente por correo certificado,
cuyo envio es costoso. Las perso-
nas mayores recibieron cartas con
vencimiento a 60 y 30 dias, pre-
guntandoles si aun vivian en su ho-
gar o si se habian mudado a una res-
idencia de ancianos o un centro de
vida asistida. A quienes no respond-
ieron a las solicitudes del PCAD de
informacion actualizada para abril
de 2025, se les eliminaron las exen-
ciones de vivienda familiar.

"Tuvimos una muy buena respues-
ta, excepto... que no nos devolvieron
unas 200 o0 300", dijo Ramirez. "Asi
que habia unas 66 aqui en el Distrito
Escolar Independiente de Marfa, y
el resto estan en el sur".

La mayoria de las residencias en
cuestion perdieron sus exenciones
de impuestos de vivienda famil-

(Continaa en la pagina 3)



page 2, El Internacional, June 5 2025 / 5 junio 2025

Agave Fest

(Continued from page 1)

and what the future may hold for the canyon in an environment of mil-
itarization and international tensions. Some 560,000 people visited Big
Bend National Park in 2024, and Santa Elena Canyon is one of the top
attractions for visitors.
Can you briefly outline your history as a river guide and when you
first went through the canyon? What were your impressions?

I saw Santa Elena Canyon for the first time while I was in grad school
at the Michener Center for Writers at UT-Austin. I hiked upstream about
a mile and a half on a park trail — the way the vast majority of people
who see the canyon experience it. It quickly became one of my favorite
places on earth.

In a boat, that world opens up. You can go a few more miles upstream
when the water’s low, and above a certain point you can boat downstream
from Lajitas to just below the canyon’s mouth. I became a river guide
during a sort of aimless period of my life where all I knew was that I
wanted to be close to the parks.

I have a friend who’s been a river guide for decades who says that a
one-day downstream trip in a raft through Santa Elena is the premiere Big
Bend trip. It’s mesmerizing, but it also includes some of the park’s most
challenging rapids, including the Rock Slide, which can be a class 4 on a
scale that goes to 6 in terms of trickiness and potential hazards.

Considering Brewster and Presidio counties have now gone from an
“Extreme Drought” to an “Exceptional Drought” — the most severe
level of drought according to the U.S. government — what’s the
state of the river in general and the canyon?

I started running trips in 2020, which I consider to be a pivotal year
for the river. The United States and Mexico signed a treaty in 1944 that
allocates certain amounts of water from the Rio Conchos — the river that
meets up with the Rio Grande in Ojinaga — which you might have seen
mentioned on the news over the past year or so. The water debts come and
go in five year cycles, and 2020 was the tail end of the last cycle.

I remember all of a sudden one day the water was up, and it stayed
more or less the same (around 500 cfs, if that means anything to you) for
a few months. Mexico was making its water payments from dams on the
Conchos. Meanwhile, there were protests in OJ and all up and down the
Conchos — the reservoirs had been very low and many people felt that
the government was giving away water they couldn’t afford to lose.

Now we’re at the end of the next cycle. To attempt to save agriculture
in the Rio Grande Valley, they’ve shifted the terms of the treaty a bit to
allow water payments from different tributaries of the Rio Grande. We
won’t see any of that.

There are canyons on the Rio Grande that I’ve seen hundreds of times,
and I take basically any opportunity to float the river when it’s physically
possible. Because of the drought I’ve seen Santa Elena top to bottom in a
boat six times. It still feels mysterious and unknowable and challenging to
me, and there’s some grief in there too — that I may never know it as well
as some folks who called it their office every day for decades.

The canyon is awe-inspiring today, and it must have been a specta-
cle for the first expeditions that traversed its 20 miles in early times.
Can you tell us a bit about some of those
expeditions and how they fared?

Long river trips still feel like adventures in 2025, and that’s with
self-inflating sleeping pads and Yeti coolers. I’ve been trying to get a
sense of what these early folks used for gear and also about the world
that they lived in — what was going on along the riverbanks while they
traveled?

Photo courtesy of the Archives of the Big Bend, Sul Ross State University

The U.S. Army had a strong presence in the Big Bend during the Mexi-
can Revolution, when these young servicemen were building an encamp-
ment a few miles from Santa Elena Canyon. Just over a hundred years
later, the Army returned to the Big Bend as part of a massive deployment
to the southern border ordered by President Trump.

The first attempt was in 1852 by M.T. Chandler of the United States
Boundary Survey. In 1848, the United States set the boundary between
the U.S. and Mexico at the Rio Grande in what we now call Texas, but
they had no idea what most of the Southwest looked like. I think more
established historians would agree with my lay assessment that the U.S.
Boundary Survey was a sh— show. At the end of it, Lt. William Emory
— for whom Emory Peak is named — ordered all records beyond the
final reports destroyed to try cut down on infighting and disputes down
the line.

The Chandler party reached the entrance of Santa Elena Canyon and
said, “No thanks.” They had heard about the Rock Slide — which they
called “the falls of the Cafion of San Carlos” — from local people and
decided to take a 20-mile side quest through Mexico to avoid it.

There was another survey by a Texas Ranger of the canyon in the
1880s, but most people who know about this topic at all probably know
Robert T. Hill, a geologist with the U.S. Geological Survey who ran the
canyon in a six-man party in 1899. The Hill party opted to carry their
big wooden boats around the Rock Slide over the course of three days, a
process so awful the spot is still called “Camp Misery” by boatmen today.

We know the canyon is one of the top spots for visitors at the park,
with photos of the towering canyon walls shared across the globe.
But how is it seen from the perspective of Mexicans?

The view of the mouth of Santa Elena Canyon as we know it from
postcards and calendars is virtually inaccessible to Mexican citizens. It’s
kind of ironic because their government has its version of a national park
straddling the border, too — the Area Protegida de Santa Elena. You used
to be able to cross the border at the village of Santa Elena, which is a few
miles downstream from the canyon mouth.

The area near the canyon entrance is still home to farmers and ranch-
ers. Almost every time I’ve done a river trip or hiked the canyon I’ve

gotten to stop and chat with the people who work cattle over there. The
canyon is much taller at the mouth than the entrance, but it’s still a really
impressive and otherworldly place.

Big Bend National Park started out as “Texas Canyons State Park,”
with Santa Elena as the crown jewel. The original boosters of the park
wanted to see a cooperative international park run jointly by the Mexican
and American governments — an idea that persisted until the late 20th
century and has all but faded away. A lot of the park’s earliest leaders saw
this idea as essential to its identity and I think would be mortified by how
impossible that dream seems today.

There has always been political power in the image of two countries
joined by this massive canyon. So many Texans experience the border
for the first time in Big Bend, and instead of drones and concertina wire
— which has been the reality of much of the border for decades — they
see eagles and beavers and aoudad and an unimaginable variety of cactus.
“Where are they going to put the wall?” is a sentiment I hear from tourists
all the time. It’s so massive that it makes our typical methods of border
security seem silly.

The U.S. military recently arrived in the Big Bend — about 500
troops. What kinds of changes, if any, have you seen to the
park and the reactions from local communities?

So far I’ve only seen military personnel on a handful of trips to the
park. It has not had a major impact on my personal experience of using
the park, but I do have a deep paranoia that sections of the river could
become part of a “national defense area” that is slowly consuming the
border and making it illegal for civilians to access the border itself. The
park is in a moment of major transition, and I think local communities are
having as difficult a time wrapping their heads around this deployment as
the courts seem to be.

I’m sure you’d rather be in a canoe or raft in the canyon, but tell
us about your recent excursion on foot, why you did it and what the
experience was like. And do you see a future in
hiking the canyon in times of drought?

It wasn’t as bad as I thought it was going to be! I had been curious
about hiking the canyon all the way through for a few years but this was
Charlie Gandy’s idea. Charlie is the fundraising brain behind the xTx
trail, a thru-hiking route that will hopefully run east-west across Texas
within the next few years.

Charlie was thinking about offering an alternate route through the park
using the dry riverbed. I was immediately skeptical — flash floods are a
constant concern, even in the middle of a drought — and even where the
water is gone, nasty mud still persists for months after the river dries up.
There are numerous historical accounts of people attempting to swim the
canyon when the water’s high and they all make me break out in hives as
a person who thinks a lot about whitewater safety.

Hiking from Lajitas to the canyon mouth, I was mostly surprised by
how much water was still there. It had been a couple of weeks since mea-
surable flow below the canyon had ceased, and there were super long
lakey sections that still had very deep water. I ended up swimming about
two of the seven miles — which was lucky because I lost one of my shoes
in the mud just below the Rock Slide.

I haven’t really decided if I officially recommend that people do this
hike — I still retain a healthy fear of the river’s ability to resurrect itself
out of nowhere — but I can absolutely say that I learned new things about
the canyon.

Homestead tax exemption

(Continued from page 1)

The majority of residences in question ended up losing their homestead
tax exemptions, Ramirez said, leading to some upset individuals. “We've
already started our protests for this year, so we do have some individuals
that are filing a protest because of that,” Ramirez said. “But I'm trying to
settle those informally. They just need to submit their identification and the
exemption will be put back on.”

Ramirez said there were cases where letters were repeatedly sent back
from the post office, and, particularly in Presidio, cases of vacant homes and
deceased homeowners. Determining whether someone is truly deceased
can be difficult, she said, if an obituary from the local paper or funeral
home cannot be located — potentially due to an individual being buried in
Mexico and the PCAD never being notified of their death.

If a homeowner is found to have two homestead exemptions — in dif-
ferent Texas counties or one in Texas and one in another state — their sec-
ond one will be removed and they will be required to pay back taxes on

the property that shouldn't have been receiving the homestead exemption.
The PCAD also worked to correct instances where a married couple was
claiming separate homestead exemptions on two properties, something that
is not permitted.

“If we came to find out that they had a homestead in another county for
the past four years and we weren't aware of it, we'd remove it from here,
and we would mail them out a new tax bill showing the homestead being
removed for the previous four years,” Ramirez said.

The upside to the homestead tax exemption audit is that it should pro-
vide additional tax revenue for Marfa and Presidio ISDs. Ramirez said
there are no exact estimates on the increased revenue yet, but it can add up
quickly when considering there were 66 residents in Marfa that lost their
homestead exemptions — resulting in roughly $100,000-$110,000 times 66
in new taxable value. The school districts should see the increased revenue
in their 2025-26 budgets she said.

But districts will have to go through their impending summer budget
workshops knowing that homestead exemptions may increase in Novem-
ber. Ramirez said the PCAD will run two tax rolls for the schools, one
with current exemptions and one with increased exemptions pending voter
approval.

Marfa ISD Chief Financial Officer Rosela Rivera said MISD will craft
its budget assuming that the increase in homestead tax exemptions is ap-
proved by the voters and goes into effect. It is unclear how the state will
make up for the district’s loss in revenue. Rivera said revenue lost from the
last homestead tax exemption, which passed in 2023 and increased exemp-
tions from $40,000 to $100,000, was never recovered.

The PCAD can be reached online at presidiocad.org/, via email at
info@presidiocad.org, via phone at (432) 729-3431 or (432) 229-3963 and
in person. The Marfa office is open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through
Friday.

Historical commission

(Continued from page 1)

board to start cataloging sites. “We have over six months to pull it togeth-
er, but I don't want it to sneak up on us,” she said.

The bylaws call for quarterly meetings, although special meetings can
always be called. The bylaws also added term limits for members — four
two-year terms. Park said members who go past that eight years on the
commission could always continue to participate informally but an of-
ficial marker of a final term would help since the prior commission had
“people that were on so long that they forgot that they were on it, and
everyone kind of forgot about it.”

The commission unanimously rejected a request from the Alamo Let-
ter Society to erect a bronze plaque at the courthouse recognizing the
Alamo. The plaque would include Colonel William Barrett Travis' "Vic-
tory or Death" letter and would also “honor the two leading Tejanos of
the Texas Revolution, Jose Antonio Navarro and Juan Seguin.” The soci-
ety intends to fund plaques for every county willing to install them. The

Commissioners Court would have the final say in the matter, but requests
on historical issues typically go to the PCHC for its input.

Commissioners noted that the county shouldn’t agree to plaques for
everything that happened historically in Texas. “We have so much here,”
Velazquez-Ornelas said. “We have to concentrate on the history of the
area.”

Mike Green, president of Friends of the Ruidosa Church (FORC),
asked the commission to recommend to county commissioners that they
reimburse the nonprofit $2,300 for the cost of a historical marker at the
historic adobe church. The nonprofit had already paid for the marker fab-
rication last fall. Commissioners unanimously agreed to the request with
abstentions from two members — Terry Bishop and Martha Stafford —
who also are FORC board members.

The approval spurred a conversation among commissioners about
being plugged into the county’s budget process, which will begin soon

in Commissioners Court. The commission traditionally received $4,000
each fiscal year, which starts on October 1.

Stafford said the commission needs to develop its own budget and
then base a request to the county based on it. With an active commission,
more money may be needed than in the past. Historical markers generally
cost $2,300 or more, but there may be costs associated with THC training
and other events. “I find that going to trainings from Presidio County
gets really expensive, so that's another thing to consider budget-wise,”
Stafford said.

The commission will meet again on August 2 at 4:30 p.m. in the court-
house jury room. All are invited to attend. With a recent resignation of
one member, the commission is looking for a replacement. If you’d like
to be considered for a seat on the commission, or if you’d like to help
compile historical records for the county or add new ones, contact PCHC
Secretary Sam Karas at samantharkaras@gmail.com.

Big Bend reps call it a wrap on 2025 Legislative Session

By Sam Karas
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

AUSTIN — On Monday, state legislators toasted the adjournment of
the governing body’s “sine die” — the session’s end. Though this session
was plenty contentious — school vouchers and THC dominated discus-
sion and highlighted the party rift in the Lone Star State — the mood after
this year’s last gavel strike is markedly different than in June 2023, when
Gov. Greg Abbott called several overtime sessions that rivaled some of
the longest and most intensive in state history.

The Big Bend is represented by Sen. César Blanco of El Paso and Rep.
Eddie Morales of Eagle Pass, both Democrats. While Blanco and Mo-
rales spoke out on the issues grabbing headlines around the state, much
of their time was devoted to drafting and passing bills aimed at economic
development in Far West Texas.

Blanco and Morales made big moves impacting Sul Ross State Uni-
versity — moves that they hope will keep homegrown talent employed
along the borderlands. Morales was one of a handful of authors on HB
1022, a bill signed by Gov. Abbott last week that made the university’s
Eagle Pass campus eligible to offer four-year degrees alongside its Al-

pine hub.

Morales considered it a big win for the historically Hispanic-serving
institution and history-making for young folks in South Texas. “Our stu-
dents deserve more than words — they deserve real investment and a path
to earn their degrees close to home,” he posted on X in April. “A four-
year university means jobs, growth, and opportunities that stay local.”

Blanco followed up with $13 million for Sul Ross, with $8 million
going toward the Borderlands Research Institute. (See story, page one.)

One hyper-local economic development bill didn’t make the cut this
session — HB 1039, a bill authored by Morales that would repeal a por-
tion of state hotel occupancy tax (HOT) law in Alpine. The law would
have given the city more leeway in the way that it uses HOT funds gen-
erated from hotel stays. Currently, Alpine is the only city in the state
required to use 50% of those funds on advertising. The Alpine-specific
bill passed the House, but Blanco’s companion bill died in the Senate.

Border security didn’t gobble up as much of the spotlight as vouch-
ers or the Ten Commandments this session, but one bill did raise some
hackles — SB 8, which requires county sheriffs to cooperate with Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) actions, was sent to Gov. Abbott
on Tuesday.

Blanco spoke out publicly against SB 8 in April. “SB 8 is an unfunded
mandate that forces local cops to do ICE’s job — draining millions from
our communities, and making Texans less safe,” he said. “I’m proud to
have voted no.”

Morales followed the lead of Texas reps on the national stage in asking
for reimbursements for local communities forced to shoulder the finan-
cial and logistical burden of border security. He fought for a $2 million
reimbursement for the city of Eagle Pass after Shelby Park, a municipal
recreational space along the river, was closed to city residents in favor
of serving as a staging ground for the state’s border security Operation
Lone Star.

The move was devastating to local business after the city was forced
to relocate a festival celebrating the extremely rare solar eclipse that left
Del Rio and Eagle Pass in the path of totality. State leaders ultimately
compromised on $1 million. “I authored and supported Operation Lone
Star because I believe our border communities deserve help when the
federal government fails to act,” Morales told Jose Landa of the Eagle
Pass News Gram. “But the unilateral seizure of Shelby Park left Eagle
Pass taxpayers holding the bag for a festival they could no longer host as
planned. That was never right, and I fought to make it right.”
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Karas, también guia fluvial, relatara la expedicion militar estadounidense
que cartografio la frontera sur en la década de 1850, algunas expediciones
tempranas bastante inusuales de la Patrulla Fronteriza, su caminata person-
al por el cafion durante la sequia y lo que el futuro podria depararle al caiién
en un entorno de militarizacion y tensiones internacionales. Unas 560.000
personas visitaron el Parque Nacional Big Bend en 2024, y el Caifion de
Santa Elena es una de las principales atracciones para los visitantes.

JPodria resumir brevemente su trayectoria como guia fluvial y cuan-
do visit6 el cafion por primera vez? ;Cuales fueron sus impresiones?

Vi el Caidn de Santa Elena por primera vez mientras estudiaba un pos-
grado en el Centro de Escritores Michener de la Universidad de Texas en
Austin. Caminé rio arriba aproximadamente dos kilometros por un sendero
del parque, como lo hace la gran mayoria de quienes visitan el cafion. Rap-
idamente se convirtié en uno de mis lugares favoritos del mundo.

En un barco, ese mundo se abre ante mi. Se pueden recorrer unos kilomet-
ros rio arriba cuando el nivel del agua esta bajo, y a partir de cierto punto
se puede navegar rio abajo desde Lajitas hasta justo debajo de la desembo-
cadura del cafion. Me converti en guia fluvial durante una época de mi vida
sin rumbo fijo, en la que solo sabia que queria estar cerca de los parques.

Tengo un amigo que ha sido guia fluvial durante décadas y que dice que
una excursion de un dia rio abajo en balsa por Santa Elena es la mejor
excursion a Big Bend. Es fascinante, pero también incluye algunos de los
rapidos mas desafiantes del parque, como el Rock Slide, que puede ser de
clase 4 en una escala que llega hasta 6 en cuanto a dificultad y peligros
potenciales.

Considerando que los condados de Brewster y Presidio han pasado de
una "sequia extrema' a una "sequia excepcional" (el nivel mas severo
de sequia segun el gobierno de EE. UU.), ;cual es el
estado general del rio y del cafién?

Comencé a organizar viajes en 2020, un afio que considero crucial para el
rio. Estados Unidos y México firmaron un tratado en 1944 que asigna cier-
tas cantidades de agua del Rio Conchos (el rio que se une al Rio Grande en
Ojinaga), algo que quizas hayan visto mencionado en las noticias durante
el ultimo aflo. Las deudas de agua van y vienen en ciclos de cinco afios, y
2020 fue el final del tltimo ciclo.

Recuerdo que, de repente, un dia el agua subid y se mantuvo mas o menos
igual (alrededor de 500 pies ctbicos por segundo, por si acaso) durante
unos meses. México pagaba sus pagos de agua de las presas del Conchos.
Mientras tanto, hubo protestas en Ojinaga y a lo largo del Conchos: los
niveles de los embalses habian bajado mucho y mucha gente sentia que el
gobierno estaba regalando agua que no podian permitirse perder.

Ahora estamos al final del siguiente ciclo. Para intentar salvar la agricul-
tura en el Valle del Rio Grande, modificaron ligeramente los términos del
tratado para permitir pagos por agua de diferentes afluentes del Rio Grande.
No veremos nada de eso.

Hay cafiones en el Rio Grande que he visto cientos de veces, y aprovecho
practicamente cualquier oportunidad para navegar por el rio cuando es fisi-
camente posible. Debido a la sequia, he visto Santa Elena de arriba abajo en

bote seis veces. Todavia me parece misterioso, incognoscible y desafiante,
y también me duele pensar que tal vez nunca lo conozca tan bien como
algunas personas que lo consideraron su oficina a diario durante décadas.

El caiion es imponente hoy en dia, y debié ser un especticulo para las
primeras expediciones que recorrieron sus 32 kilometros en la anti-
giiedad. ;Podria contarnos un poco sobre algunas de
esas expediciones y como les fue?

Los largos viajes por rio todavia se sienten como aventuras en 2025, y eso
con colchonetas autoinflables y neveras Yeti. He estado intentando com-
prender qué equipo usaban estos primeros pobladores y también el mundo
en el que vivian: ;qué sucedia en las riberas de los rios mientras viajaban?

El primer intento fue en 1852 por M.T. Chandler, del Servicio de
Topografia de los Estados Unidos. En 1848, Estados Unidos fijo la frontera
entre Estados Unidos y México en el Rio Grande, en lo que hoy llamamos
Texas, pero desconocian el aspecto de la mayor parte del suroeste. Creo
que historiadores mas consolidados coincidirian con mi opinién de que el
Servicio de Topografia de los Estados Unidos fue un desastre. Al final, el
teniente William Emory —de quien se nombro el Pico Emory— ordeno la
destruccion de todos los registros, salvo los informes finales, para intentar
reducir las luchas internas y las disputas en el futuro.

El grupo de Chandler llegé a la entrada del Candn de Santa Elena y dijo:
«No, gracias». Habian oido hablar del deslave —al que llamaban «las
cataratas del Cafnon de San Carlosy— por los lugarefios y decidieron em-
prender una travesia de 32 kilometros a través de México para evitarlo.
Hubo otro estudio del cafion realizado por un Ranger de Texas en la década
de 1880, pero la mayoria de las personas que conocen el tema probable-
mente conocen a Robert T. Hill, un gedlogo del Servicio Geoldgico de Es-
tados Unidos que dirigi6 el cafidon en un grupo de seis personas en 1899. El
grupo de Hill optd por transportar sus grandes botes de madera alrededor
del deslave durante tres dias, un proceso tan terrible que los barqueros atin
hoy lo llaman "Camp Misery".

Sabemos que el cafion es uno de los lugares mas populares para los
visitantes del parque, con fotos de sus imponentes paredes comparti-
das en todo el mundo. Pero ;como se ve desde la
perspectiva de los mexicanos?

La vista de la boca del Cafnon de Santa Elena, tal como la conocemos en
postales y calendarios, es practicamente inaccesible para los ciudadanos
mexicanos. Resulta ironico, ya que su gobierno también tiene su propia
versién de parque nacional a ambos lados de la frontera: el Area Protegida
de Santa Elena. Antes se podia cruzar la frontera por el pueblo de Santa
Elena, a pocos kilémetros rio abajo de la boca del cafion.

La zona cercana a la entrada del cafiéon aun alberga agricultores y ga-
naderos. Casi siempre que he hecho un viaje por el rio o he caminado por el
cafion, he podido parar a charlar con la gente que cria ganado alli. El caiién
es mucho mas alto en la boca que en la entrada, pero sigue siendo un lugar
realmente impresionante y sobrenatural.

El Parque Nacional Big Bend comenzé como el "Parque Estatal de los
Caiones de Texas", con Santa Elena como la joya de la corona. Los im-
pulsores originales del parque querian un parque internacional cooperativo
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gestionado conjuntamente por los gobiernos de México y Estados Unidos,
una idea que persisti6 hasta finales del siglo XX y que practicamente se ha
desvanecido. Muchos de los primeros lideres del parque consideraron esta
idea esencial para su identidad y creo que les mortificaria lo imposible que
parece ese suefio hoy en dia.

Siempre ha habido poder politico en la imagen de dos paises unidos por
este enorme cafion. Muchos tejanos experimentan la frontera por primera
vez en Big Bend, y en lugar de drones y alambre de ptias —que ha sido la
realidad en gran parte de la frontera durante décadas— ven aguilas, cas-
tores, auda y una variedad inimaginable de cactus. ";Ddnde van a poner el
muro?" es una pregunta que escucho constantemente de los turistas. Es tan
grande que hace que nuestros métodos habituales de seguridad fronteriza
parezcan absurdos.

El ejército estadounidense llego recientemente a Big Bend: unos 500
soldados. ;Qué tipo de cambios, si los hay, ha visto en el parque y las
reacciones de las comunidades locales?

Hasta ahora, solo he visto personal militar en unas pocas visitas al parque.
No ha tenido un gran impacto en mi experiencia personal al usar el parque,
pero tengo una profunda paranoia de que tramos del rio podrian convertirse
en parte de una "zona de defensa nacional" que esta consumiendo lentam-
ente la frontera y haciendo ilegal el acceso de civiles a ella. El parque se en-
cuentra en un momento de gran transicion, y creo que a las comunidades lo-
cales les esta costando tanto asimilar este despliegue como a los tribunales.

Seguro que preferirias estar en canoa o balsa por el cafién, pero cuén-
tanos sobre tu reciente excursion a pie, por qué la hiciste y como fue
la experiencia. ;Ves futuro en recorrer el cafién en épocas de sequia?

iNo fue tan malo como pensé! Llevaba afos sintiendo curiosidad por
recorrer el cafion de principio a fin, pero esta fue idea de Charlie Gandy.

Charlie es el cerebro de la recaudacion de fondos detras del sendero xTx,

una ruta de senderismo que, con suerte, recorrerd Texas de este a oeste en

los préximos afios.

Charlie estaba considerando ofrecer una ruta alternativa por el parque
utilizando el lecho seco del rio. Inmediatamente me mostré escéptico: las
inundaciones repentinas son una preocupacion constante, incluso en medio
de una sequia, e incluso donde el agua se ha agotado, el lodo desagradable
persiste durante meses después de que el rio se seca. Hay numerosos rela-
tos historicos de personas que intentan cruzar el cafiéon a nado cuando el
agua esta alta, y todos me dan urticaria, ya que soy una persona que piensa
mucho en la seguridad en aguas bravas.

Caminando desde Lajitas hasta la boca del cafion, me sorprendi6 sobre
todo la cantidad de agua que atn habia. Habian pasado un par de semanas
desde que el caudal medible bajo el cafion habia cesado, y habia tramos
larguisimos de lagos con agua muy profunda. Terminé nadando unos dos
de los once kilometros, lo cual fue una suerte, ya que perdi un zapato en el
lodo justo debajo del desprendimiento de rocas.

Todavia no he decidido si recomiendo oficialmente esta caminata (to-
davia me da miedo que el rio pueda resurgir de la nada), pero puedo decir
con certeza que aprendi cosas nuevas sobre el caion.

Auditoria de impuestos a la propiedad

(Continuacioén de la pagina 1)

iar, dijo Ramirez, lo que provocé el malestar de algunas personas. “Ya
comenzamos nuestras protestas de este afio, asi que algunas personas es-
tan presentando una protesta por este motivo”, dijo Ramirez. “Pero estoy
tratando de resolverlos informalmente. Solo necesitan presentar su iden-
tificacion y se les restituira la exencion”.

Ramirez coment6é que hubo casos en los que se devolvieron repetida-
mente cartas de la oficina de correos y, particularmente en Presidio, casos
de casas vacias y propietarios fallecidos. Determinar si alguien ha fall-
ecido realmente puede ser dificil, explicd, si no se puede encontrar un
obituario del periddico local o de la funeraria, posiblemente debido a que
la persona fue enterrada en México y el PCAD nunca fue notificado de
su fallecimiento.

Si se descubre que un propietario tiene dos exenciones de vivienda fa-
miliar (en diferentes condados de Texas o una en Texas y otra en otro
estado), se le retirara la segunda y debera pagar los impuestos atrasa-
dos de la propiedad que no deberia haber recibido la exencioén. El PCAD
también trabajo para corregir casos en los que un matrimonio solicitaba

exenciones de vivienda familiar por separado para dos propiedades, algo
que no esta permitido.

“Si descubriéramos que tuvieron una vivienda familiar en otro condado
durante los ultimos cuatro afios y no estuviéramos al tanto, la eliminaria-
mos de aqui y les enviariamos por correo una nueva factura de impuestos
que muestre la eliminacion de la vivienda familiar durante los cuatro afios
anteriores”, dijo Ramirez.

La ventaja de la auditoria de la exencidén de impuestos a la vivienda
familiar es que deberia generar ingresos fiscales adicionales para los dis-
tritos escolares de Marfa y Presidio. Ramirez explicé que aun no hay
estimaciones exactas del aumento de ingresos, pero que puede acumu-
larse rapidamente considerando que 66 residentes en Marfa perdieron
sus exenciones de vivienda familiar, lo que resultaria en un nuevo valor
imponible de aproximadamente $100,000 a $110,000 multiplicado por
66. Los distritos escolares deberian ver el aumento de ingresos en sus
presupuestos 2025-26, afirmo.

Sin embargo, los distritos tendran que asistir a sus proximos talleres

presupuestarios de verano sabiendo que las exenciones fiscales para vivi-
endas familiares podrian aumentar en noviembre. Ramirez indic6 que el
PCAD claborara dos listas de impuestos para las escuelas: una con las
exenciones vigentes y otra con exenciones aumentadas, pendiente de la
aprobacion de los votantes.

La directora financiera del Distrito Escolar Independiente de Marfa,
Rosela Rivera, indico que el MISD elaborara su presupuesto suponiendo
que el aumento de las exenciones fiscales para viviendas familiares sea
aprobado por los votantes y entre en vigor. No esta claro como compen-
sara el estado la pérdida de ingresos del distrito. Rivera indico que los
ingresos perdidos por la ultima exencion fiscal para viviendas familiares,
aprobada en 2023 y que aument6 las exenciones de $40,000 a $100,000,
nunca se recuperaron.

Se puede contactar al PCAD en linea en presidiocad.org/, por correo
electronico en info@presidiocad.org, por teléfono al (432) 729-3431 o al
(432) 229-3963 y en persona. La oficina de Marfa esta abierta de 8 a. m.
a4 p. m., de lunes a viernes.

Comision historica

(Continuacioén de la pagina 1)

THC, pero la organizacion también actiia como promo-
tora de todo lo historico en el Condado de Presidio.

Park sefiald que también se requeria un informe an-
ual a la THC para finales de afio. No pudo encontrar
registros que detallaran la tltima vez que se realiz6é un
inventario completo de lugares y marcadores historicos,
y solicitd a la junta que comenzara a catalogar los sitios.
"Tenemos mas de seis meses para organizarlo, pero no
quiero que nos tome por sorpresa", dijo.

Los estatutos establecen reuniones trimestrales, aun-
que siempre se pueden convocar reuniones extraordi-
narias. Los estatutos también afiadieron limites de man-

dato para los miembros: cuatro mandatos de dos afios.
Park explicé que los miembros que superen los ocho
afios en la comision siempre podran seguir participan-
do de manera informal, pero que una placa oficial de
un mandato final seria 1til, ya que la comision anterior
contaba con "personas que estuvieron en el cargo tanto
tiempo que olvidaron que formaban parte de ella, y casi
todos se olvidaron de ella".

La comision rechazé por unanimidad la solicitud de
la Sociedad de Letras del Alamo de erigir una placa de
bronce en el juzgado en honor al Alamo. La placa in-
cluiria la carta "Victoria o Muerte" del coronel William
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Barrett Travis y también honraria a los dos tejanos mas
destacados de la Revolucion de Texas, José Antonio
Navarro y Juan Seguin. La sociedad pretende financiar
placas en todos los condados que deseen instalarlas. El
Tribunal de Comisionados tendria la ultima palabra,
pero las solicitudes sobre cuestiones historicas suelen
remitirse al PCHC para su opinion.

Los comisionados sefialaron que el condado no de-
beria aceptar placas que representen todos los aconte-
cimientos histéricos de Texas. "Tenemos mucho que
contar aqui”, dijo Velazquez-Ornelas. "Tenemos que
concentrarnos en la historia de la zona".

Mike Green, presidente de Amigos de la Iglesia de
Ruidosa (FORC), solicit6 a la comision que recomenda-
ra a los comisionados del condado que reembolsaran a
la organizacion sin fines de lucro $2,300 por el costo
de un marcador historico en la historica iglesia de ado-
be. La organizacion ya habia pagado la fabricacion del
marcador el otoflo pasado. Los comisionados aprobar-
on la solicitud por unanimidad, con la abstencion de
dos miembros —Terry Bishop y Martha Stafford—,
quienes también son miembros de la junta de FORC.

La aprobacion impulsé una conversacion entre los

comisionados sobre su participacion en el proceso pre-
supuestario del condado, que comenzara pronto en el
Tribunal de Comisionados. La comision tradicional-
mente recibia $4,000 cada afio fiscal, que comienza el
1 de octubre.

Stafford explicé que la comisidon necesita desarrol-
lar su propio presupuesto y, con base en él, presentar
una solicitud al condado. Con una comision activa, po-
dria necesitarse mas dinero que antes. Los marcadores
historicos generalmente cuestan $2,300 o mas, pero
podria haber costos asociados con la capacitacion del
THC y otros eventos. "Me parece que asistir a las ca-
pacitaciones del Condado de Presidio es muy caro, asi
que es otro factor a considerar para el presupuesto”, dijo
Stafford.

La comision se reunird nuevamente el 2 de agosto a
las 4:30 p. m. en la sala del jurado del juzgado. Todos
estan invitados a asistir. Tras la reciente renuncia de un
miembro, la comision busca un reemplazo. Si desea ser
considerado para un puesto en la comision, o si desea
ayudar a recopilar registros historicos para el condado
0 agregar nuevos, comuniquese con el secretario del
PCHC, Sam Karas, en samantharkaras@gmail.com.

Representantes de Big Bend dan por
concluida la Sesion Legislativa de 2025

Por Sam Karas
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

AUSTIN — El lunes, los legisladores estatales cel-
ebraron el aplazamiento sine die del 6rgano rector, es
decir, el fin de la sesion. Si bien esta sesion fue muy
polémica —los vales escolares y el THC dominaron la
discusion y pusieron de relieve la division partidista en
el Estado de la Estrella Solitaria—, el animo tras el ul-
timo golpe de martillo de este afio es notablemente dif-
erente al de junio de 2023, cuando el gobernador Greg
Abbott convoco varias sesiones extraordinarias que ri-
valizaron con algunas de las mas largas e intensas de la
historia del estado.

Big Bend estd representado por el senador César

Blanco, de El Paso, y el representante Eddie Morales,
de Eagle Pass, ambos democratas. Si bien Blanco y Mo-
rales se pronunciaron sobre los temas que acapararon
titulares en todo el estado, dedicaron gran parte de su
tiempo a redactar y aprobar proyectos de ley destinados
al desarrollo econdmico en el extremo oeste de Texas.
Blanco y Morales realizaron importantes cambios en
la Universidad Estatal Sul Ross, con la esperanza de
que el talento local siga trabajando en la zona fronteri-
za. Morales fue uno de los pocos autores de la HB 1022,
un proyecto de ley firmado por el gobernador Abbott la
semana pasada que permitio que el campus de Eagle
Pass de la universidad pudiera oftrecer titulos de cuatro

(Continua en la pagina 4)
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afios junto con su sede en Alpine.

Morales lo consider6 un gran triunfo para la institucion, histéricamente
al servicio de los hispanos, y un hito historico para los jévenes del sur de
Texas. "Nuestros estudiantes merecen mas que palabras; merecen una in-
version real y una via para obtener sus titulos cerca de casa", publicé en X
en abril. "Una universidad de cuatro afios significa empleos, crecimiento y
oportunidades que se quedan en la zona".

Blanco también aport6 $13 millones para Sul Ross, de los cuales $8 mil-
lones se destinaron al Instituto de Investigacion de las Tierras Fronterizas.
(Ver articulo, pagina uno).

Un proyecto de ley de desarrollo econémico hiperlocal no se aprobd en
esta sesion: el HB 1039, un proyecto de ley de Morales que derogaria una
parte de la ley estatal del impuesto sobre la ocupacion hotelera (HOT) en
Alpine. La ley habria dado a la ciudad mayor margen de maniobra en el uso
de los fondos del HOT generados por las estancias en hoteles. Actualmente,
Alpine es la unica ciudad del estado obligada a destinar el 50 % de esos
fondos a publicidad. El proyecto de ley especifico para Alpine fue aprobado
por la Camara de Representantes, pero el proyecto de ley complementario
de Blanco fracaso en el Senado.

La seguridad fronteriza no acapard tanta atencion como los vales o los
Diez Mandamientos en esta sesion, pero un proyecto de ley si generd con-
troversia: el SB 8, que exige que los alguaciles de los condados cooperen
con las acciones del Servicio de Inmigracion y Control de Aduanas (ICE),

fue enviado al gobernador Abbott el martes.

Blanco se pronuncié publicamente contra el SB 8 en abril. “La SB 8 es
un mandato sin fondos que obliga a la policia local a hacer el trabajo de
ICE, drenando millones de dodlares de nuestras comunidades y haciendo
que los tejanos estén menos seguros”, dijo. “Me enorgullece haber votado
en contra”.

Morales sigui6 el ejemplo de los representantes de Texas a nivel nacional
al solicitar reembolsos para las comunidades locales obligadas a asumir la
carga financiera y logistica de la seguridad fronteriza. Luch6 por un reemb-
olso de $2 millones para la ciudad de Eagle Pass después de que el Parque
Shelby, un espacio recreativo municipal a orillas del rio, fuera cerrado a los
residentes de la ciudad para servir como plataforma de la Operacion Estrel-
la Solitaria de seguridad fronteriza del estado.

La medida fue devastadora para los negocios locales después de que la
ciudad se viera obligada a reubicar un festival que celebraba el inusual
eclipse solar que dejo a Del Rio y Eagle Pass en la trayectoria de la totali-
dad. Los lideres estatales finalmente llegaron a un acuerdo por $1 millon.
“Creaba y apoyaba la Operacion Estrella Solitaria porque creo que nues-
tras comunidades fronterizas merecen ayuda cuando el gobierno federal
no actua”, dijo Morales a José Landa del Eagle Pass News Gram. Pero la
confiscacion unilateral de Shelby Park dejo a los contribuyentes de Eagle
Pass con las consecuencias de un festival que ya no podian celebrar segiin
lo previsto. Eso nunca estuvo bien, y luché para corregirlo.

Borderlands Research Institute receives
$8M funding windfall

By Mary Cantrell
mkcantrell@bigbendsentinel.com

ALPINE — Sul Ross State University’s Borderlands Research Insti-
tute (BRI), a 2007-established center dedicated to conserving the natu-
ral resources of the Chihuahuan Desert, received $8 million dollars in
funding over the next two years from a recent legislative appropriation.

The funding, $4 million a year for the next two years, is a boon to
BRI, one its leaders anticipate will help potentially double staff. The
income will help cover the center’s expenses, which range from $3 to
$5 million a year, according to BRI Founder and Director Louis Har-
veson. “It’s a huge boost, not just for the institute, but from a university
standpoint,” he said.

“It's going to help stabilize our operations at an institute that's really
been funded 90% on gifts and grants,” Harveson added. “It's a game
changer for us, and it allows us to expand our research, education and
outreach activities here at the university.”

In addition to the $8 million for BRI, Sul Ross will receive an ad-
ditional $5 million to grow degree programs in nursing, education, cy-
bersecurity and more, a total of $13 million in support from the state,
according to a press release from Sen. César Blanco’s office.

“We need to preserve the natural beauty and economic potential of
the Trans-Pecos,” Blanco wrote in a press release. “The Borderlands
Research Institute is a West Texas treasure, training the next generation
of conservation leaders and working with ranchers, landowners, and
communities to protect wildlife and habitat that are vital to our tourism
and agricultural economies.”

Harveson said the university is thankful to Sen. Blanco and Rep.
Eddie Morales for championing Sul Ross and BRI. He said BRI was
targeted to receive a legislative appropriation by university President
Dr. Carlos Hernandez, who came on board in 2022.

The budgeting process for the additional funds is ongoing, he said,
but the initial $4 million should be available by September 2025. Har-
veson said the state investment goes beyond just higher education, af-
fecting the whole region, where BRI works on various conservation
projects on around 500-plus ranches a year.

“It's obviously an investment in higher education, but it's also an in-
vestment in natural resource conservation and really economic viability,
because the wildlife and the natural resources that we have in this region
are so unique,” Harveson said. “This region's really turned into Texas'
playground. Texans come from all over to play, explore, learn and live,
and really part of our job, beyond higher education, is to make sure that
this is here for many generations from now.”

Part of BRI’s mission, which
will be bolstered by new state
funds, is to perform govern-
ment-incentivized, on-the-ground
conservation projects in collabora-
tion with landowners.

“Federal agencies, state agen-
cies, they have all sorts of cost
share programs for landowners,
and one of the challenges that they
face is actually getting those dol-
lars on the ground to fight brush
or restore grasslands or restore ri-
parian habitats,” Harveson said.
“That's really what our center does.
They work with those state and
federal agencies to help [achieve]
that work on the ground.”

In addition to potentially dou-
bling its staff, which is currently
made up of around 15 to 17 indi-
viduals, per Harveson, adding faculty with expertise in wetland conser-
vation, for example, state funds may also be used for student scholar-
ships and to help build out BRI’s Ph.D. program.

Harveson attributes BRI’s success over the past few years to support
from university leadership, a strong advisory board, an ability to recog-
nize and act on stakeholder priorities and a compelling mission. “It’s a
special place that we live and I think everybody knows it,” Harveson
said. “The more people understand it, the better they're going to con-
serve it. That's been our mantra for some time.”

Around a year ago, Sul Ross announced the formation of a new wa-
ter research center aimed at better understanding and conserving the
region’s water resources. Harveson, who is acting as the informal in-
terim director for the new water center, which will be independent but
fall under BRI, said the national search is still underway for a full time
director to help lead the formation and direction of the program. He said
locating the right candidate has been somewhat challenging due to the
diverse skillset required. Negotiations regarding funding support for the
new water center are ongoing, he said, but gaining momentum.

“It's going to help
stabilize our

operations at an
institute that's

really been
funded 90% on

gifts and grants”

To learn more about Borderlands Research Institute, visit bri.sulross.
edu.
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project and submit their bids by the new deadline.

Contact Information:

Ramon Carrasco, P.E.

Project Engineer

Ph: (432) 664-9057

Email: ramon@kleinmanconsultants.com

NOTICE OF EXTENDED BID OPENING DATE
Water Wells 6 & 8 Rehabilitation

4:00 PM, C.S.T., Friday, June 6, 2025
4:00 PM, C.S.T., Friday, June 13, 2025

Location: City Hall 507 W. O’ Reilly Street, Presidio, Texas 79845 .
claimed at our storage yard
P.O. Box 1899, Presidio, Texas, 79845) facility,
Unit #1
Year- 2010, Make- MERCURY,
Subject:  Extension of Bid Opening Date for Water Wells 6 & 8 Rehabilitation Model- MARINER, License

This notice informs all interested parties that the bid opening date for the above-mentioned
TXCDBG project has been extended. The new bid opening date, time, and location are listed
above. All interested parties are advised to review the bidding and contract documents for the

RIO GRANGE WRECKER
SERVICE
406 E COMMERCE ST PO BOX
628
PRESIDIO, TX 79845
BUSINESS NUMBER (432)
229-3312
TDLR # 0644720VSF TDLR
CERTIFICATE # 006178940C

SECOND NOTICE
Notice by Publication provid-
ed under section 2303.152
www.tdlr.texas.gov notice
to owners and lien holders.
This vehicle is located and be

Plate- EHL 6549, State- CHI-
HUAHUA(MEXICO), VIN #
4M2CN8HG6AKJ09836 owed
for Unit #1 as of 05-17-25 is
$510.00. Storage accruing
daily at $20.00 + 8.25% pre
day. This unit was picked
up in Presidio County per
order of the Presidio Police
Department, storage fees
accruing daily. The failure of
the owner or lien holder the
Unit #1 to claim the vehicle
before the 30th day from
which this notice is published
is a waiver by that person of
all right, title and interest in
the vehicle at public sale.

Rio Grande Wrecker Service
Osvaldo Acosta

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

406 E Commerce St.
Presidio, TX 79845
Phone: (432) 229-3312

Harper

Hardware,
LLC. Est 1920

From AC Repair Parts to Plumbing.
For all of your Commercial and

Residential needs.

701 O’Riley St.
Presidio, TX 7984
432-229-3256

/-‘

CITY OF PRESIDIO

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS
ENGINEERING SERVICES

May 29, 2025
PUBLIC NOTICE

The City of Presidio plans to apply for the upcoming 2025 Community Development Fund from the
Texas Community Development Block Grant (TxXCDBG) Program of the Texas Department of
Agriculture (TDA). Accordingly, the City is seeking to contract with a qualified Engineering Firm
(individual/firm) to assist in application preparation, prepare all preliminary and final design plans
and specifications, and to conduct all necessary interim and final inspections. These services are
being solicited to assist the City in its application preparation and project implementation of a
TxCDBG contract, if awarded, to support water and/or sewer system improvements or other eligible
CDBG activities to be determined by the City of Presidio.

Please submit your proposal of services and a statement of qualifications for the proposed services

to the address below:

Brenda Lee Acufia, City Secretary
City of Presidio

PO Box 1899

507 W. O'Reilly St.

Presidio, TX 79845
bornelas@presidiotx.us

Proposals shall be received by the City no later than 2:00 pm on Tuesday, June 17, 2025. The City
reserves the right to negotiate with any and all individuals or firms that submit proposals, as per the
Texas Professional Services Procurement Act and the Uniform Grant and Contract Management
Standards. Section 3 Residents and Business Concerns, Minority Business Enterprises, Small
Business Enterprises and Women Business Enterprises are encouraged to submit proposals.

The City of Presidio is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer.

Big Bend Regional Hospital District
Medical Enhancement Grants

BBRHD is now accepting grant proposals for the Summer
FY2025 Medical Enhancement Grant program.

The deadline to apply for funding will be on June 13, 2025 for the
summer grant cycle. Brewster and Presidio County entities pro-
viding healthcare or other related services, consistent with the
mission and objectives of the Hospital District may be eligible to

apply. The grant application package and additional

information are available at www.bigbendhealth.org

or call 432-837-7051.
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