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BURN BAN IN
EFFECT, NO
GROUND FIRES

by order of Presidio County

Former
Fort Hood
soldiers
sentenced
for alien
smuggling

From the U.S. Attorney’s Office
Western District of Texas

ALPINE — A former U.S. Army
soldier stationed at Fort Hood was
sentenced in a federal court in Pecos
to 33 months in prison for aiding
and abetting the transportation of
illegal aliens for financial gain.

According to court documents,
Enrique Jauregui, 26, organized a
smuggling event in 2024, recruit-
ing fellow soldiers Angel Palma,
21, and Emilio Mendoza Lopez,
22. Jauregui provided Palma and
Mendoza Lopez with the location
information to pick up illegal aliens
to smuggle, supported them with
encouraging messages and instruc-
tions, and intended to pay the two
co-conspirators after they dropped
off the illegal aliens.

On November 27, 2024, Palma
and Mendoza Lopez drove from
Fort Hood (known at the time as
Fort Cavazos) to Presidio and
picked up three illegal aliens before
leading U.S. Border Patrol agents
on a high-speed chase. At one point,
the defendants hit a marked USBP
vehicle with an agent inside, caus-
ing injuries. Palma and Mendoza
Lopez, along with the three illegal
aliens, fled the vehicle on foot. All
were apprehended except for Pal-
ma, who was located at a hotel in
Odessa and eventually arrested.

All three co-defendants plead-
ed guilty in early 2025. Palma and
Mendoza Lopez were each sen-
tenced in May to 24 months in
federal prison. In addition to their
imprisonment, Palma, Mendoza
Lopez, and Jauregui were also sen-
tenced to three years of supervised
release. Jauregui was also ordered
to pay a $10,000 fine. U.S. District
Judge David Counts presided over
the hearings.

“These three individuals turned
their backs on their values in a way
that put our nation at risk, and put
at risk the lives of others, includ-
ing the lives of law enforcement
officers,” said U.S. Attorney Justin
Simmons for the Western District
of Texas. “Everyone in this district,
regardless of whether you wear the
uniform or not, should take note: if
you seek to enrich yourself by mov-
ing illegal aliens into or through this
country, you will face the conse-
quences of federal prosecution and
will likely find yourself in federal

prison.”
"The sentencing of these in-
dividuals underscores the seri-

ous consequences of engaging in
human smuggling,” said Special
Agent in Charge Jason T. Stevens
for Homeland Security Investiga-
tions El Paso. “Recruiting fellow
soldiers to participate in illegal ac-
tivities, culminating in a reckless
high-speed chase with law enforce-
ment, is a blatant betrayal of duty
and public trust. HSI, alongside our
law enforcement partners, remain
committed to dismantling smug-
gling networks and ensuring those
responsible face justice."

(Continued on page 2)
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Happy Juneteenth! Post office closed, paper delivered on Friday. / ;Feliz Juneteenth! Correos cerrado, periédico entregado el viernes.
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Photo by Hannah Gentiles / Foto de Hannah Gentiles

Protesters outside the Brewster County Courthouse wave to oncoming traffic along Avenue E at Saturday’s “No Kings” protest in Alpine.

Los manifestantes afuera del Palacio de Justicia del Condado de Brewster saludan al trdfico que viene en direccion contraria por la Avenida E du-

rante la protesta “No Kings” del sabado en Alpine.
‘No Kings’ protest in
Alpine ends in 1 arrest

By Sam Karas
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

ALPINE — A protest in Alpine over the weekend against the Trump
administration came and went mostly without incident. Around 150 people
gathered on the Brewster County Courthouse lawn, holding signs and wav-
ing to oncoming traffic.

In the last 10 minutes, a vintage Dodge with a camper shell circled the
block a handful of times, bearing a “Trump Train” flag and yelling ho-
mophobic slurs at the crowd, according to numerous witnesses. A video
posted on social media appears to show their last pass down the road, when
a protester stuck their flag into the right lane, striking the windshield of
the truck and injuring a man concealed in the gap between the bed and the
camper shell.

The Brewster County Sheriff’s Office (BCSO) arrested the man with the
flagpole, a part-time tri-county resident, on assault and criminal mischief
charges just a few minutes later. The crowd dispersed peacefully, but it left
many on the scene with mixed emotions: how could the situation have been
handled differently? Was talking about it at all detracting from the message
of the event?

Saturday’s demonstration in Alpine was a part of the nationwide “No
Kings” protest, which intentionally coincided with President Trump’s birth-
day and a taxpayer-funded $45 million military parade in D.C. to celebrate
the 250th anniversary of the United States Army. Some counts estimate
between four and six million people attended protests around the world,

(Continued on page 2)

Protesta ‘No Kings’
en Alpine termina
con un arresto

Por Sam Karas
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

ALPINE — Una protesta en Alpine, durante el fin de semana, contra la
administracion Trump transcurrié practicamente sin incidentes. Unas 150
personas se congregaron en el jardin del Palacio de Justicia del Condado de
Brewster, sosteniendo pancartas y saludando al trafico que se aproximaba.

En los ultimos 10 minutos, un Dodge clasico con carroceria de caravana
dio varias vueltas a la manzana, portando una bandera del "Tren Trump"
y gritando insultos homofobicos a la multitud, segin numerosos testigos.
Un video publicado en redes sociales parece mostrar su ultimo paso por la
carretera, cuando un manifestante clavd su bandera en el carril derecho,
golpeando el parabrisas de la camioneta e hiriendo a un hombre oculto en
el hueco entre la caja y la carroceria de la caravana.

La Oficina del Sheriff del Condado de Brewster (BCSO por sus siglas
en inglés) arrestd al hombre con el asta de la bandera, residente temporal
de los tres condados, por cargos de agresion y dafios a la propiedad, po-
cos minutos después. La multitud se disperso pacificamente, pero dejoé a
muchos presentes con sentimientos encontrados: ;cémo se podria haber
manejado la situacion de otra manera? ;Hablar de ello restaba valor al men-
saje del evento?

La manifestacion del sabado en Alpine formo parte de la protesta nacional
"Sin Reyes", que coincidi6 intencionalmente con el cumpleaiios del presi-

(Continda en la pdgina 3)

‘Foreign terrorist
organizations are
lying to you’

The Sentinel visits the
National Defense Area

By Sam Karas
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

EL PASO — Last Wednesday, Customs and Border Protection hosted
a press conference on the border between El Paso and Judrez, offering
reporters a closer look at what the federal government has dubbed the
“National Defense Area,” an experimental new way of deterring people
from crossing the border illegally. All the way from the beaches of San
Diego to the fields around Fort Hancock, Texas, property transfers have
allowed the Department of Defense to claim a small strip of land — in
places just 60 feet wide — underneath the border between the United
States and Mexico.

As a result, migrants can now be charged with criminal trespass on mil-
itary property in addition to other state and federal charges they may be
facing. Advocates also worry that it’s a loophole for the government to
skirt the Posse Comitatus Act, using soldiers who can legally proclaim that
they’re just securing military property to illegally enforce domestic law.

(Continued on page 2)

‘Las organizaciones
terroristas extranjeras les
mienten’: The Sentinel
visita el Area de
Defensa Nacional

Por Sam Karas
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

EL PASO — EIl miércoles pasado, la Oficina de Aduanas y Proteccion
Fronteriza (CBP) ofreci6 una conferencia de prensa en la frontera entre El
Paso y Ciudad Juarez, ofreciendo a los periodistas un analisis mas detallado
de lo que el gobierno federal ha denominado el “Area de Defensa Nacio-
nal”, una nueva forma experimental de disuadir a las personas de cruzar
la frontera ilegalmente. Desde las playas de San Diego hasta los campos
alrededor de Fort Hancock, Texas, las transferencias de propiedad han per-
mitido al Departamento de Defensa reclamar una pequeiia franja de tierra
—en algunos lugares de tan solo 18 metros de ancho— bajo la frontera
entre Estados Unidos y México.

Como resultado, los migrantes ahora pueden ser acusados de allanamien-
to ilegal a propiedad militar, ademas de otros cargos estatales y federales
que puedan enfrentar. Los defensores también temen que esto sea un vacio
legal para que el gobierno eluda la Ley Posse Comitatus, utilizando a solda-

(Continua en la pagina 3)

Exsoldados
de Fort Hood
sentenciados
por trdfico de

inmigrantes

De la Fiscalia Federal del Distrito
Oeste de Texas

ALPINE — Un exsoldado del Ejér-
cito de EE. UU. destacado en Fort
Hood fue sentenciado en un tribu-
nal federal en Pecos a 33 meses de
prision por complicidad en el trans-
porte de inmigrantes indocumenta-
dos con fines lucrativos.

Segun documentos judiciales,
Enrique Jauregui, de 26 afos, orga-
nizé un evento de trafico de inmi-
grantes en 2024, reclutando a sus
compafieros soldados Angel Pal-
ma, de 21 afios, y Emilio Mendoza
Lépez, de 22. Jauregui proporciond
a Palma y Mendoza Lépez la infor-
macion de la ubicacion para recoger
a los inmigrantes indocumentados
para su contrabando, los apoy6 con
mensajes e instrucciones de aliento,
y tenia la intencion de pagarles a los
dos cémplices después de que los
entregaran.

E1 27 de noviembre de 2024, Pal-
ma y Mendoza Lépez condujeron
desde Fort Hood (entonces conoci-
do como Fort Cavazos) hasta Presi-
dio y recogieron a tres inmigrantes
indocumentados antes de iniciar
una persecucion a alta velocidad
con agentes de la Patrulla Fronter-
iza de Estados Unidos. En un mo-
mento dado, los acusados chocaron
contra un vehiculo de la USBP con
un agente a bordo, causandole le-
siones. Palma y Mendoza Loépez,
junto con los tres inmigrantes in-
documentados, huyeron del vehi-
culo a pie. Todos fueron detenidos
excepto Palma, quien fue localizado
en un hotel de Odessa y finalmente
arrestado.

Los tres coacusados se declararon
culpables a principios de 2025. Pal-
ma y Mendoza Lopez fueron con-
denados en mayo a 24 meses de
prision federal cada uno. Ademas de
su encarcelamiento, Palma, Mendo-
za Lopez y Jauregui también fueron
condenados a tres afnos de libertad
supervisada. Jauregui también re-
cibi6é una multa de 10.000 dolares.
El juez federal de distrito David
Counts presidi6 las audiencias.

“Estos tres individuos renunciar-
on a sus valores de una manera que
puso en riesgo a nuestra nacion y la
vida de otros, incluyendo la de agen-
tes del orden publico”, declard el
Fiscal Federal Justin Simmons para
el Distrito Oeste de Texas. “Todos
en este distrito, independientemente
de si visten el uniforme o no, deben
tomar nota: si buscan enriquecerse
traficando inmigrantes indocumen-
tados a este pais o a través de él,
enfrentardn las consecuencias de
un proceso judicial federal y proba-
blemente terminaran en una prision
federal”.

“La sentencia de estos individuos
subraya las graves consecuencias
de participar en el trafico de perso-
nas”, declar6 el Agente Especial a
Cargo Jason T. Stevens de Investi-
gaciones de Seguridad Nacional de
El Paso. “Reclutar a compafieros
soldados para participar en activi-
dades ilegales, culminando en una
persecucion imprudente a alta ve-
locidad con las fuerzas del orden,
es una flagrante traicion al deber y
a la confianza publica. HSI, junto
con nuestros socios en las fuerzas
del orden, mantiene su compromiso
de desmantelar las redes de trafico
y garantizar que los responsables
comparezcan ante la justicia”. “Esta
sentencia demuestra la solida colab-
oracion entre el CID del Ejército,
las Investigaciones de Seguridad
Nacional y la Patrulla Fronteriza de
EE. UU.”, declar6 el agente espe-
cial a cargo Lane Allen, de la Ofici-
na de Campo de Texas Central de la

(Continaa en la pagina 3)
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‘No Kings’ protest
(Continued from page 1)

and the event could prove to be the largest single-day
protest in American history.

The planned protest followed a week of sponta-
neous uprising in Los Angeles against Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (ICE), which had been
conducting raids around the city. The protests reflect
a growing anti-ICE sentiment around the country,
ranging on a spectrum from discomfort with immi-
gration raids taking place in courthouses and schools
to a call for total abolition of the 22-year-old gov-
ernment agency. (A Reuters poll taken this Monday
suggests that more Americans disapprove rather than
approve of the Trump administration’s handling of
immigration policy, marking a major shift.)

Folks showing up to No Kings protests around the
country also woke up Saturday morning to news that
a Democrat in the Minnesota legislature had been as-
sassinated and another wounded. The gunman, Vance
Boelter, was later discovered to have a “hit list” of 45
elected Democrats.

The result was palpable unease. The Big Bend Sen-
tinel attended Saturday’s event and spoke to people in
the crowd, many of whom didn’t want their images
taken or their names recorded, citing numerous cas-
es of people being deported or otherwise disappeared
in recent weeks for expressing dissident viewpoints.
True to Alpine’s borderland roots, many of the signs
called for immigration reform — one protester want-
ed to “Melt ICE” and another called for compassion
for migrants in Spanish.

Clifton Ladd was happy to talk about his sign,
which read: “THANK YOU US ARMY, NO KINGS
SINCE 1775.” “I didn’t want the demonstration to
take away from the fact that this is the 250th anni-
versary of the formation of the U.S. Army,” he ex-
plained. “That’s a pretty major thing — I don’t like
that Trump wanted to somehow hijack this and make
it about him and his birthday.”

Ladd stayed at the protest through the end of the
event and witnessed the arrest. He felt that the inci-
dent was not unprovoked — he and the rest of the
crowd saw the red Dodge drive by several times, hurl-
ing insults and driving dangerously close to the park-
ing lane, where many of the protesters were standing.

He wasn’t sure why law enforcement waited to re-
spond until after someone got hurt. “I don’t want to
think that the sheriff was somehow politically moti-
vated to sit back and let things happen — I have felt
for a long time that the Brewster County Sherift’s Of-
fice is very professional,” he said. “They do a really
good job, but it’s been hard for me to reconcile Satur-
day’s inaction from what I had previously perceived

Photo by Hannah Gentiles

Protesters gathered in Alpine on Saturday for the small Brewster County town’s edition of the nationwide “No
Kings” protest against the Trump administration. One man was arrested in the final minutes of the protest,
prompting many to question law enforcement's response to the incident.

as their professionalism.”

Katie Cruger-Keenan, a local artist and business-
woman, said that the young men in the red truck
weren’t the first to try to get a rise out of the crowd
— there was a woman in a “Make America Great
Again” hat weaving through the throngs, filming peo-
ple. At one point, the woman got uncomfortably close
to Cruger-Keenan’s husband, and she had to make a
split-second decision about how to de-escalate the
situation. “With everything that’s been going on, we
were a little bit scared to be honest,” she said. “We
were all tense, but we were trying to focus on our goal
for the day, which was getting the message out.”

Cruger-Keenan took a video of Sheriff Ronny
Dodson leading the three men inside the truck into
the courthouse while the crowd cheered in the back-
ground. She thought the situation had been handled
— until she saw the department’s Facebook post later

that evening, which quickly garnered over 300 com-
ments, mostly from angry pro-Trump locals wishing
harm upon the protesters. “It antagonized an entire
town to be violent,” she said. “That’s the opposite of
what you’re supposed to be doing as a police officer.”

“It was obvious what they were trying to do —
they’re trying to be like, ‘Oh, these crazy liberals,
they don’t love their country,”” Cruger-Keenan con-
tinued. “That’s the opposite of the truth.”

Sheriff Dodson said that stoking an online flame
war wasn’t his intent, only that he’d gotten numer-
ous media inquiries about the protest and wanted to
put basic information online as soon as possible. He
said that his department hadn’t had any communica-
tion with the organizers of the event, so they weren’t
sure what to expect — all they had to go on was the
media coverage of protests in other parts of the coun-
try, which had prompted some Republican governors

— like Texas’s own Greg Abbott — to pre-emptively
call in the military.

In Brewster County, a permit to gather on the
courthouse lawn is only needed if the event is expect-
ed to attract over 500 people, so no commissioners or
other county staff were advised that the protest was
going to take place. “We just accidentally saw it on
Facebook the week before,” Dodson said.

At past protests, Dodson’s department — along-
side the Alpine Police Department — has offered
cruiser escorts and officers on the ground, but with-
out an official invitation, they weren’t sure how to
proceed. (In some protest movements, tipping off or
involving the police in any way is controversial.) “I
didn’t want to go down there and make it look like I
thought it was something bad,” he said. “So we were
all in the courthouse, watching the cameras.”

Dodson said he was more conservative in his ap-
proach compared to some of his colleagues — one
agency wanted to bring in personnel with riot gear,
but that proposal got shot down. Some locals had
asked if they could organize a counter-protest across
the street, but he told them he didn’t think it was the
best idea.

While the Alpine protest was branded as a “No
Kings” protest in solidarity with over 2,000 simi-
lar events around the country and attended by peo-
ple with local party affiliations, no one organization
claimed the role of official host. Holly Blankenship,
an Alpine mom involved with the Brewster County
Democrats, said that she’d like to see more communi-
cation with local officials moving forward. “I’m sure
there’s going to be another protest,” she said. “My
personal goal is to have more involvement with the
community and to have more of a conversation with
county and city officials and have them help as well,
so we don’t have incidents like what happened on
Saturday.”

Shane O’Neal, representing 53-year-old Craig
Andrew Campbell — the man facing charges —
said that his client didn’t mean to hurt anyone. “Mr.
Campbell was peacefully participating in a protest,”
O’Neal said. “What he regrets more than anything
is that this story is detracting from the message that
he and others were advocating for, which is that the
Trump administration is disregarding the law and is
using power in a way that is going unchecked.”

The Sentinel also spoke with the family of the al-
leged victim, who did not want to be named or quoted

but confirmed the account reported in public records
by the Brewster County Sheriff's Olffice.

National Defense Areas

(Continued from page 1)

In a statement, Rebecca Sheff, senior staff attorney at the ACLU of
New Mexico, referred to the program as “Operation Lone Star on ste-
roids,” referring to Texas Gov. Greg Abbott’s controversial and expensive
border security funding blitz. “We don't want militarized zones where
border residents — including U.S. citizens — face potential prosecution
simply for being in the wrong place,” she wrote. “This dangerous ex-
pansion of military authorities threatens both our civil liberties and the
cultural fabric that makes our borderlands unique.”

Earlier this year, White House Press Secretary Karoline Leavitt teased
“over 90 miles” of NDAs in Texas. Because of the way that Texas was
annexed into the Union, thousands of individual landowners own pieces
of the border, making a contiguous NDA across the whole state difficult
to impossible. (A representative from the Department of Defense told
The Big Bend Sentinel that gaps in the NDAs or plans to expand existing
NDAs in Texas are not yet set in stone.)

As the first indictments for National Defense Area (NDA) violations
make their way through federal courts along the border, lawyers and judg-
es alike have expressed confusion about how to interpret the new regula-
tions. (As previously reprinted in The Sentinel, Texas saw the first trial of
a migrant under the new NDA rules the first week of June, which ended
in an acquittal.)

In response, the agency hosted a press conference last week in collabo-
ration with the DOD to field questions and concerns from the media about
expanded military presence on the border. The press conference was held
in the shadow of the border wall in downtown El Paso, just a few feet
away from bustling businesses in two countries.

Throughout the program, the agency emphasized that their goal with

Staff photo by Sam Karas

A Mexican National Guardswoman keeps watch over the Rio Grande in
Judrez, Chihuahua, opposite a stretch of newly-designated National De-
fense Area in El Paso. The implementation of National Defense Areas
across the Southwest have presented legal challenges for both migrants
and the federal government.

the NDAs was not to skirt the law but to make it clear to migrants — and
the cartels that have grown a multibillion-dollar—a-year industry from
smuggling them — that the border is not an enticing place to cross. “For-
eign terrorist organizations are lying to you,” said Interim El Paso Sector
Chief Patrol Agent Walter Slosar. “They profit by spreading lies. They
cannot deliver on their promises of entry or legal status.”

Over the course of numerous court hearings this month, lawyers have
argued that migrants have not been adequately notified about the exis-
tence of the new NDAs. In response, the agency has made it a goal to put
up signs “every 100 meters.”

In addition to explaining that the area is prohibited, the signs also warn
that anyone entering the area may be detained and searched. “Photo-
graphing or making notes, drawings, maps, or graphic representations of
the area or it’s [sic] activities are prohibited unless specifically authorized
by the commander,” a sign on display read.

The program featured brief presentations from Justin Simmons and
Ryan Ellison, U.S. attorneys from the Western District of Texas and the
District of New Mexico, respectively.

Robert Holguin of FOX 14 in El Paso asked why — in the Trump
administration’s mad dash to arrest and deport criminals — that U.S. at-
torneys’ offices were going after misdemeanor charges. “These are very
busy prosecutors,” he said.

Simmons explained why he felt that prosecuting violations of the
NDAs were critical. “The reason these NDAs are important is that it al-
lows us more resources to bear on [illegal border crossings],” he said. “If
you don’t have a border, you don’t have a country — bottom line.”

Fort Hood Soldiers

(Continued from page 1)

“This sentencing demonstrates the strong partnership between Army
CID, Homeland Security Investigations, and the U.S. Border Patrol," said
Special Agent in Charge Lane Allen of the Department of the Army Crim-

inal Investigation Division’s Central Texas Field Office. "Maintaining the
readiness and integrity of our fighting force remains our top priority."
Homeland Security Investigations, the U.S. Border Patrol, and the De-

partment of the Army Criminal Investigation Division (CID), Central Texas
Field Office investigated the case.
Assistant U.S. Attorney Kevin Cayton prosecuted the case.

Immigration raids, arrests disrupt businesses and immigrant families

By Cindy Carcamo, Dianne Solis, and Alfredo Corchado

SANTA ANA, Calif. — At Hector’s Mariscos restaurant in this heavily
Latino and immigrant city, sales of Mexican seafood have slid. Seven tables
would normally be full, but diners sit at only two this Tuesday afternoon.

“I haven’t seen it like this since COVID,” manager Lorena Marin said
in Spanish as cumbia music played on loudspeakers. A U.S. citizen, Marin
even texted customers she was friendly with, encouraging them to come in.

“No, I'm staying home,” a customer texted back. “It’s really screwed up
out there with all of those immigration agents.”

Increasing immigrant arrests in California have begun to gut-punch the
economy and wallets of immigrant families and beyond. In some cases,
immigrants with legal status and even U.S. citizens have been swept into
President Donald Trump’s dragnet.

The 2004 fantasy film A Day Without a Mexican — chronicling what
would happen to California if Mexican immigrants disappeared — is fast
becoming real-life weeks without Mexicans and many other immigrants.
The implications are stark for many, both economically and personally.

“We are now seeing a very significant shift toward enforcement at la-
bor sites where people are working,” said Andrew Selee, president of the
non-partisan Migration Policy Institute. “Not a focus on people with crim-
inal records, but a focus on people who are deeply integrated in the Amer-

“I’m scared to death to leave my house.”

ican economy.”

In California, immigrant workers comprise bigger shares of certain in-
dustries than they do for the nation overall. Here, the foreign-born make up
62% of agriculture labor and 42% of construction workers, according to the
American Immigration Council. Some 85% of sewing machine operators
in garment factories are foreign-born. Fully 40% of entrepreneurs are for-
eign-born.

Nationally, about a fourth of workers are foreign-born in agriculture and
construction, according to the American Immigration Council. More than
half of drywall hangers, plasters and stucco masons are foreign-born. And
in science-technology-engineering-and-math, so-called STEM fields, near-
ly a quarter of workers are foreign-born, said the American Immigration
Council.

The current enforcement trend, Selee said, will “lead to a strategy that
will have big economic implications if they continue to go after people who
are active in the labor force rather than those who have criminal records.”

In both California and across an aging nation, about half of the for-
eign-born are naturalized U.S. citizens — a crucial defense in immigration
raids and arrests.

Selee said the current strategy was launched when “the Trump adminis-
tration realized they weren't getting large numbers by following traditional
approaches to pursuing people who are priority targets for deportation.”

Now, the threat and chilling effect from immigration raids can be felt in
disparate communities from Dallas to El Paso to rural Wisconsin — among
migrants and in some cases, the employers who hire them.

In the tiny town of Waumandee in Wisconsin, dairy farmer John Rose-
now said he can’t find U.S. citizens who can withstand the rigors of dairy
work.

“Fact of the matter is, if you want to eat or drink milk you are going to
need immigrant workers,” he said.

“Yes, we want to get rid of the people who are bad actors,” Rosenow
said. “But the people I know, people who are working in the dairy farms,
are just hard-working people, getting things done, doing jobs Americans
don’t want to do.”

In California’s San Joaquin Valley, rancher and melon-grower Joe Del
Bosque, has heard reports of U.S. agents chasing workers in the strawberry
fields south of his operation.

The San Joaquin Valley, known as the food basket of the world, is heav-
ily dependent upon foreign born workers, especially at harvest time, Del
Bosque said. He currently has 100 people work for him and those numbers
will double as the harvest picks up in the coming weeks.

“They're going to disrupt the harvest and food chain. This will hurt the

(Continued on page 4)



Protesta 'No Kings'
(Continuacioén de la pagina 1)

dente Trump y un desfile militar en Washington D. C., financiado con fon-
dos publicos y con un presupuesto de 45 millones de délares, para celebrar
el 250.° aniversario del Ejército de los Estados Unidos. Algunos calculos
estiman que entre cuatro y seis millones de personas asistieron a las protes-
tas en todo el mundo, y el evento podria ser la mayor protesta de un solo dia
en la historia de Estados Unidos.

La protesta planificada se produjo tras una semana de levantamientos es-
pontaneos en Los Angeles contra el Servicio de Inmigraciéon y Control de
Aduanas (ICE por sus siglas en inglés), que habia estado realizando redadas
por toda la ciudad. Las protestas reflejan un creciente sentimiento anti-ICE
en todo el pais, que abarca desde la incomodidad con las redadas de inmi-
gracion en juzgados y escuelas hasta un llamado a la abolicion total de la
agencia gubernamental, que lleva 22 afios funcionando. (Una encuesta de
Reuters realizada este lunes sugiere que mas estadounidenses desaprueban
que aprueban la gestion de la politica migratoria por parte de la adminis-
tracion Trump, lo que marca un cambio importante).

Las personas que acudieron a las protestas de No Kings en todo el pais
también se despertaron el sabado por la manana con la noticia de que un
democrata en la legislatura de Minnesota habia sido asesinado y otro heri-
do. Posteriormente se descubri6 que el pistolero, Vance Boelter, tenia una
lista negra de 45 democratas electos.

El resultado fue una inquictud palpable. The Big Bend Sentinel asistid
al evento del sabado y habld con los asistentes, muchos de los cuales no
querian que se les tomaran fotos ni se registraran sus nombres, citando
numerosos casos de personas deportadas o desaparecidas en las tltimas
semanas por expresar opiniones disidentes. Fiel a las raices fronterizas de
Alpine, muchas de las pancartas exigian una reforma migratoria: un man-
ifestante queria "Frenar el ICE" y otro pedia compasion por los migrantes
en espafiol. Clifton Ladd estaba feliz de hablar de su pancarta, que decia:
"GRACIAS EJERCITO DE EE. UU., SIN REYES DESDE 1775". "No
queria que la manifestacion restara importancia al hecho de que este es el
250.° aniversario de la formacion del Ejército de EE. UU.", explicéd. "Es
algo muy importante; no me gusta que Trump haya querido aprovecharse
de esto y convertirlo en un tema sobre él y su cumpleafios".

Ladd permaneci6 en la protesta hasta el final del evento y presencio el ar-
resto. Sinti6 que el incidente no fue injustificado: €1y el resto de la multitud
vieron pasar el Dodge rojo varias veces, profiriendo insultos y conduciendo

peligrosamente cerca del carril de estacionamiento, donde se encontraban
muchos de los manifestantes.

No entendia por qué las fuerzas del orden esperaron para responder hasta
que alguien resulté herido. “No quiero pensar que el sheriff tuviera moti-
vaciones politicas para cruzarse de brazos y dejar que las cosas sucedieran.
Durante mucho tiempo he creido que la Oficina del Sheriff del Condado de
Brewster es muy profesional”, dijo. “Hacen un muy buen trabajo, pero me
ha costado conciliar la inaccion del sabado con lo que antes percibia como
su profesionalismo”.

Katie Cruger-Keenan, artista y empresaria local, comento que los jovenes
de la camioneta roja no fueron los primeros en intentar provocar a la mul-
titud; habia una mujer con una gorra de "Make America Great Again" que
se abria paso entre la multitud, grabando a la gente. En un momento dado,
la mujer se acercd incomodamente al esposo de Cruger-Keenan, y ella tuvo
que tomar una decision en una fraccion de segundo sobre como calmar la
situacion. "Con todo lo que ha estado pasando, estibamos un poco asusta-
dos, para ser sinceros", dijo. "Estdbamos todos tensos, pero intentabamos
concentrarnos en nuestro objetivo del dia, que era difundir el mensaje".

Cruger-Keenan grabd un video del sheriff Ronny Dodson guiando a los
tres hombres dentro de la camioneta hacia el juzgado, mientras la multitud
vitoreaba de fondo. Pensé que la situacion ya estaba controlada, hasta que
vio la publicacion del departamento en Facebook esa misma noche, que
rapidamente acumulé mas de 300 comentarios, la mayoria de vecinos fu-
riosos y pro-Trump que deseaban dafo a los manifestantes. "La violencia
provoco la antagonizacion de todo un pueblo”, dijo. "Eso es lo contrario de
lo que se supone que debes hacer como policia".

"Era obvio lo que intentaban hacer: intentar decir: 'Ay, estos liberales lo-
cos no aman a su pais'', continué Cruger-Keenan. "Eso es lo contrario de
la verdad".

El sheriff Dodson dijo que avivar una guerra de comentarios en linea no
era su intencion, solo que habia recibido numerosas consultas de los medi-
os sobre la protesta y queria publicar informacion basica en linea lo antes
posible. Dijo que su departamento no se habia comunicado con los orga-
nizadores del evento, por lo que no estaban seguros de qué esperar. Solo
contaban con la cobertura mediatica de las protestas en otras partes del pais,
lo que habia llevado a algunos gobernadores republicanos, como el propio
Greg Abbott de Texas, a recurrir preventivamente al ejército.

El Internacional, June 19 2025 / 19 junio 2025, page 3

En el condado de Brewster, solo se necesita un permiso para reunirse en el
jardin del juzgado si se espera que el evento atraiga a mas de 500 personas,
por lo que no se inform6 a los comisionados ni al personal del condado de
que la protesta se llevaria a cabo. "Lo vimos por casualidad en Facebook la
semana anterior", dijo Dodson.

En protestas anteriores, el departamento de Dodson, junto con el Departa-
mento de Policia de Alpine, ofrecid escoltas en patrulla y agentes en el ter-
reno, pero sin una invitacion oficial, no estaban seguros de cdmo proceder.
(En algunos movimientos de protesta, dar pistas o involucrar a la policia de
cualquier manera es controvertido). "No queria ir alli y que pareciera que
pensaba que era algo malo", dijo. "Asi que todos estdbamos en el juzgado,
mirando las camaras".

Dodson dijo que su enfoque era mas conservador en comparacién con
algunos de sus colegas: una agencia queria traer personal con equipo an-
tidisturbios, pero la propuesta fue rechazada. Algunos vecinos le habian
preguntado si podian organizar una contraprotesta al otro lado de la calle,
pero les dijo que no le parecia la mejor idea.

Si bien la protesta de Alpine se denominé "Sin Reyes" en solidaridad con
mas de 2000 eventos similares en todo el pais y a la que asistieron personas
con afiliaciones politicas locales, ninguna organizacion se atribuy6 el papel
de anfitriona oficial. Holly Blankenship, una madre de Alpine que participa
en los Demdcratas del Condado de Brewster, dijo que le gustaria ver mas
comunicacion con los funcionarios locales de ahora en adelante. "Estoy se-
gura de que habra otra protesta”, dijo. Mi objetivo personal es involucrarme
mas con la comunidad y dialogar mas con los funcionarios del condado y
la ciudad, para que también nos ayuden, y asi evitar incidentes como el del
sébado.

Shane O'Neal, representante de Craig Andrew Campbell, de 53 afos —el
hombre acusado—, afirmo que su cliente no pretendia lastimar a nadie. "El
Sr. Campbell participaba pacificamente en una protesta", declar6 O'Neal.
"Lo que mas lamenta es que esta historia desvirtue el mensaje que €l y otros
defendian: que la administracién Trump estd ignorando la ley y ejerciendo
su poder sin control".

El Sentinel también hablo con la familia de la presunta victima, que pre-
firio no ser identificada, pero confirmo el relato publicado en los registros
publicos por la Oficina del Sheriff del Condado de Brewster.

Areas de Defensa Nacional

(Continuacioén de la pagina 1)

dos que legalmente pueden proclamar que solo estan asegurando propiedad
militar para aplicar ilegalmente la ley nacional.

En un comunicado, Rebecca Sheff, abogada sénior de la ACLU de Nuevo
Meéxico, se refirid al programa como la "Operacion Estrella Solitaria con
esteroides", en referencia a la controvertida y costosa ofensiva de financia-
cion para la seguridad fronteriza del gobernador de Texas, Greg Abbott. "No
queremos zonas militarizadas donde los residentes fronterizos, incluidos
los ciudadanos estadounidenses, se enfrenten a un posible enjuiciamiento
simplemente por estar en el lugar equivocado", escribid. "Esta peligrosa
expansion de las autoridades militares amenaza tanto nuestras libertades
civiles como el tejido cultural que hace Gnicas a nuestras zonas fronterizas".

A principios de este afio, la secretaria de prensa de la Casa Blanca, Karo-
line Leavitt, insinu6 "mas de 90 millas" de Acuerdos de Descentralizacion
(NDA) en Texas. Debido a la forma en que Texas se anexo a la Unidn, miles
de terratenientes individuales poseen partes de la frontera, lo que dificulta,
si no imposible, la creacion de un NDA contiguo en todo el estado. (Un rep-
resentante del Departamento de Defensa declard a The Big Bend Sentinel
que las lagunas en los Acuerdos de Confidencialidad (NDA) o los planes
para ampliar los existentes en Texas alin no estan resueltos).

A medida que las primeras acusaciones por violaciones al Area de De-

fensa Nacional (NDA) avanzan en los tribunales federales a lo largo de la
frontera, tanto abogados como jueces han expresado su confusion sobre
como interpretar las nuevas regulaciones. (Como se publico previamente
en The Sentinel, Texas fue testigo del primer juicio de un migrante bajo las
nuevas normas de la NDA la primera semana de junio, que culmind con
una absolucion).

En respuesta, la agencia organizé una conferencia de prensa la semana
pasada en colaboracion con el Departamento de Defensa para responder
a las preguntas e inquietudes de los medios de comunicacion sobre la ex-
pansion de la presencia militar en la frontera. La conferencia de prensa se
celebrd a la sombra del muro fronterizo en el centro de El Paso, a pocos
metros de bulliciosos negocios de ambos paises. A lo largo del programa, la
agencia enfatizd que su objetivo con los Acuerdos de Confidencialidad no
era eludir la ley, sino dejar claro a los migrantes —y a los carteles que han
desarrollado una industria multimillonaria anual a partir de su trafico— que
la frontera no es un lugar atractivo para cruzar. "Las organizaciones terror-
istas extranjeras les mienten", declar6 Walter Slosar, agente jefe interino
de la Patrulla del Sector de El Paso. "Se lucran difundiendo mentiras. No
pueden cumplir sus promesas de entrada ni de regularizacion".

En numerosas audiencias judiciales este mes, los abogados han argu-

mentado que los migrantes no han sido debidamente notificados sobre la
existencia de los nuevos Acuerdos de Confidencialidad. En respuesta, la
agencia se ha propuesto colocar letreros "cada 100 metros".

Ademas de explicar que la zona esta prohibida, los letreros también ad-
vierten que cualquier persona que entre en ella puede ser detenida y regis-
trada. “Se prohibe fotografiar, tomar notas, dibujar, mapear o realizar repre-
sentaciones graficas del area o sus actividades, a menos que el comandante
lo autorice especificamente”, decia un cartel.

El programa cont6 con breves presentaciones de Justin Simmons y Ryan
Ellison, fiscales federales del Distrito Oeste de Texas y del Distrito de Nue-
vo México, respectivamente.

Robert Holguin, de FOX 14 en El Paso, pregunté por qué, en medio de
la frenética carrera de la administracion Trump por arrestar y deportar a
delincuentes, las fiscalias federales estaban buscando cargos por delitos
menores. “Estos fiscales estan muy ocupados”, dijo.

Simmons explicd por qué consideraba crucial procesar las violaciones de
los Acuerdos de Confidencialidad (NDA). “La importancia de estos NDA
radica en que nos permiten contar con mas recursos para combatir los cru-
ces fronterizos ilegales”, afirm6. “Si no tienes frontera, no tienes pais; en
definitiva”.

Soldados de Fort Hood
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Division de Investigacion Criminal del Departamento del Ejército. “Man-
tener la preparacion e integridad de nuestra fuerza de combate sigue siendo
nuestra principal prioridad”.

Las Investigaciones de Seguridad Nacional, la Patrulla Fronteriza de EE.
UU. y la Division de Investigacion Criminal (CID por sus siglas en inglés)
del Departamento del Ejército, Oficina de Campo de Texas Central, inves-

tigaron el caso.
El fiscal federal adjunto Kevin Cayton llevo el caso.

Redadas y arrestos migratorios perturban negocios y familias inmigrantes

“Me muero de miedo de salir de casa”.

Por Cindy Carcamo, Dianne Solis y
Alfredo Corchado

SANTA ANA, California — En el restaurante Hec-
tor’s Mariscos de esta ciudad con una gran poblacion
latina e inmigrante, las ventas de mariscos mexicanos
han disminuido. Siete mesas normalmente estarian lle-
nas, pero este martes por la tarde solo hay dos comen-
sales.

“No lo habia visto asi desde la COVID”, dijo la ger-
ente Lorena Marin en espafiol mientras sonaba cumbia
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por los altavoces. Marin, ciudadana estadounidense, in-
cluso envid un mensaje de texto a clientes con los que
tenia una relacion amistosa, animandolos a entrar.

“No, me quedo en casa”, respondid un cliente. “Esta
muy mal la situacion con todos esos agentes de inmi-
gracion”.

El aumento de arrestos de inmigrantes en California
ha comenzado a afectar la economia y los bolsillos de
las familias inmigrantes y mas alld. En algunos casos,
inmigrantes con estatus legal e incluso ciudadanos es-
tadounidenses han sido arrastrados a la redada del pres-

idente Donald Trump.

La pelicula fantastica de 2004, "Un dia sin mexXica-
nos", que narra lo que sucederia en California si los
inmigrantes mexicanos desaparecieran, se esta convir-
tiendo rapidamente en semanas reales sin mexicanos
ni muchos otros inmigrantes. Las implicaciones son
graves para muchos, tanto econdmicas como perso-
nales.

"Estamos observando un cambio muy significativo
hacia la aplicacion de la ley en los centros de traba-
jo", declar6 Andrew Selee, presidente del Instituto de
Politica Migratoria, una organizacion no partidista. "No
se trata de centrarse en las personas con antecedentes
penales, sino en las personas profundamente integradas
en la economia estadounidense".

En California, los trabajadores inmigrantes represen-
tan una mayor proporcion de ciertas industrias que en
el pais en general. Aqui, los nacidos en el extranjero
representan el 62 % de la mano de obra agricola y el
42 % de los trabajadores de la construccion, segun el
Consejo Americano de Inmigracion. Alrededor del 85
% de los operadores de maquinas de coser en fabricas
textiles son nacidos en el extranjero. El 40 % de los
empresarios son nacidos en el extranjero.

A nivel nacional, aproximadamente una cuarta parte
de los trabajadores en la agricultura y la construccion
son nacidos en el extranjero, segin el Consejo Amer-
icano de Inmigracion. Mas de la mitad de los instal-
adores de paneles de yeso, yeseros y estucadores son
nacidos en el extranjero. Y en los campos de ciencia,
tecnologia, ingenieria y matematicas (STEM por sus
siglas en inglés), casi una cuarta parte de los traba-
jadores son nacidos en el extranjero, segun el Consejo
Americano de Inmigracion.

La actual tendencia en la aplicacion de la ley, afirmo
Selee, "conducira a una estrategia que tendra impor-
tantes implicaciones econdmicas si se contintia per-
siguiendo a las personas activas en la fuerza laboral en
lugar de a quienes tienen antecedentes penales".

Tanto en California como en todo un pais en proceso
de envejecimiento, aproximadamente la mitad de los
nacidos en el extranjero son ciudadanos estadounidens-
es naturalizados, una defensa crucial en las redadas y
arrestos migratorios.

Selee explico que la estrategia actual se puso en mar-

cha cuando "la administracién Trump se dio cuenta de
que no estaba logrando grandes cifras al seguir los en-
foques tradicionales para perseguir a las personas que
son objetivos prioritarios de deportacion". Ahora, la
amenaza y el efecto disuasorio de las redadas migra-
torias se sienten en comunidades dispares, desde Dallas
hasta El Paso y la zona rural de Wisconsin, entre los
migrantes y, en algunos casos, entre los empleadores
que los contratan.

En el pequefio pueblo de Waumandee, Wisconsin, el
ganadero lechero John Rosenow dijo que no encuentra
ciudadanos estadounidenses que puedan soportar los
rigores del trabajo en la industria lechera.

“La realidad es que, si quieres comer o beber leche,
vas a necesitar trabajadores inmigrantes”, dijo.

“Si, queremos deshacernos de los que se comportan
mal”, dijo Rosenow. “Pero la gente que conozco, la gen-
te que trabaja en las granjas lecheras, es simplemente
gente trabajadora, que cumple con su deber, que hace
trabajos que los estadounidenses no quieren hacer”.

En el Valle de San Joaquin, California, el ganadero
y productor de melones Joe Del Bosque ha escuchado
informes de agentes estadounidenses persiguiendo a
trabajadores en los campos de fresas al sur de su ex-
plotacion.

El Valle de San Joaquin, conocido como la canasta
de alimentos del mundo, depende en gran medida de
la mano de obra extranjera, especialmente durante la
época de cosecha, afirmo Del Bosque. Actualmente,
100 personas trabajan para ¢l y esa cifra se duplicara
a medida que la cosecha se recupere en las proximas
semanas.

“Van a interrumpir la cosecha y la cadena alimenta-
ria. Esto perjudicara al consumidor estadounidense”,
declaré Del Bosque. “Esta gente es muy trabajadora.
Viene a trabajar, especialmente si tienen familia aqui o
en México”.

Las redadas, o la amenaza de ellas, también estan
afectando emocionalmente a las familias y generando
protestas en Chicago, Seattle, Spokane, Nueva York,
San Antonio, Dallas y otros lugares. Se esperan protes-
tas mas grandes en los proximos dias.

En El Paso, los manifestantes cambiaron el discurso

(Continda en la pagina 4)
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Immigration raids

(Continued from page 2)

American consumer.” Del Bosque said. “These people are hard workers.
They come to work, especially if they have families here or in Mexico.”

Raids or the threat of them, are also taking an emotional toll on families
and generating protests in Chicago, Seattle, Spokane, New York, San An-
tonio, Dallas and elsewhere. Bigger protests are expected in days to come.

In El Paso, protesters flipped the White House script that undocumented
immigrants were “criminals.” They waved mostly U.S. flags and shouted
“No justice, no peace. Shame on ICE.”

Among the protesters was Alejandra, a U.S. citizen and a junior at the
University of Texas at El Paso. She asked for partial anonymity for fear of
reprisal against her mixed-status family.

She said she took to this border city's streets to honor the sacrifice of
grandparents who migrated from Ciudad Juarez. “All it takes is for you to
look at who took that first step to bring you the life you have currently,”
Alejandra said.

In the Dallas area, a Guatemalan said he’d been absent from construc-
tion sites for days.

“There’s too much fear, too much to risk,” said Gustavo, 34, requesting
his surname be withheld because he is undocumented. “I fear tomorrow,
tonight. I may be deported and who loses? My family back in Guatemala.”

Tough immigration enforcement has been the top-polling issue for
Trump. But favor may be slipping. A poll released this week by Quinnipiac
University showed Trump had a 43% approval rating on immigration and a
54% disapproval rating. That poll was conducted between June 5-9 — after
several days of protests.

Meantime, back in Santa Ana, a city of about 316,000 in Southern Cal-
ifornia, shop owner Alexa Vargas said foot traffic has slowed around her
store, Vibes Boutique, with sales plummeting about 30% in recent days.

On arecent day, the shop’s jeans and glitzy tee-shirts remain un-browsed.
Metered parking spots on the usually busy street sat empty. A fruit and snow
cone vendor whom Vargas usually frequents had been missing for days.

“It shouldn’t be this dead right now,” Vargas, 26, said. “People are too
scared to go out. Even if you’re a citizen but you look a certain way. Some
people don’t want to risk it.”

Reyna, a restaurant cook, told her boss she didn’t feel safe going to
work after she heard about the immigration detentions at Home Depot
stores in the city.

The 40-year-old, who is in the U.S. without legal status, said she fears
becoming an ICE target. Current immigration laws and policies don’t pro-
vide a way to obtain legal status even though she’s been living in the U.S.

for more than 20 years.

“I need to work but, honestly, I’m scared to death to leave my house,”

For now her life is on hold, Reyna said.

She canceled a party for her son’s high school graduation. She no longer
drives her younger children to summer school. She even stopped attending
behavioral therapy sessions for her 7-year-old autistic son.

Reyna said she can’t sleep. She suffers headaches every day.

Early Tuesday, she said, immigration agents in an unmarked vehicle
swept up her husband’s 20-year-old nephew, who is a Mexican national
without legal status. The scene unreeled across from her home.

Her autistic son, a U.S.-born citizen, has begged her to allow him to play
on the front yard swing set.

“No, honey. We can’t go outside,” Reyna told him.

“Why?” he asked.

“The police are taking people away,” she explained. “They are taking
away people who were not born here.”

This story was co-published with Puente News Collaborative, a bilin-
gual nonprofit newsroom, convener, and funder dedicated to high-quality,
fact-based news and information from the U.S.-Mexico border. Aaron Mon-
tes, KTEP News reporter, contributed to this report from El Paso.

Redadas de inmigracion
(Continuacioén de la pagina 1)

de la Casa Blanca de que los inmigrantes indocumentados eran “crimina-
les”. Ondearon principalmente banderas estadounidenses y gritaron: “Sin
justicia, no hay paz. jQué vergiienza para ICE!”.

Entre los manifestantes se encontraba Alejandra, ciudadana estadoun-
idense y estudiante de tercer afio en la Universidad de Texas en El Paso.
Pidi6 mantener el anonimato parcial por temor a represalias contra su fa-
milia de estatus migratorio mixto.

Dijo que sali6 a las calles de esta ciudad fronteriza para honrar el sacri-
ficio de los abuelos que emigraron de Ciudad Judrez. “Solo basta con ver
quién dio el primer paso para traerte la vida que tienes actualmente”, dijo
Alejandra.

En el area de Dallas, un guatemalteco dijo que llevaba dias ausente de las
obras de construccion.

“Hay demasiado miedo, demasiado que arriesgar”, dijo Gustavo, de 34
afios, quien pidié no revelar su apellido por ser indocumentado. “Temo
mafiana, esta noche. Podrian deportarme, ;y quién pierde? Mi familia en
Guatemala”.

La aplicacion estricta de las leyes migratorias ha sido el principal tema de
las encuestas para Trump. Pero su apoyo podria estar disminuyendo. Una
encuesta publicada esta semana por la Universidad de Quinnipiac mostro6
que Trump tenia un 43% de aprobacion en inmigracion y un 54% de desap-

robacion. Dicha encuesta se realizé entre el 5 y el 9 de junio, después de
varios dias de protestas.

Mientras tanto, en Santa Ana, una ciudad de unos 316,000 habitantes en
el sur de California, la duefia de una tienda, Alexa Vargas, comentd que el
trafico peatonal ha disminuido alrededor de su tienda, Vibes Boutique, y
que las ventas se han desplomado un 30% en los tltimos dias.

Un dia reciente, los jeans y las camisetas brillantes de la tienda permane-
cieron vacios. Los lugares de estacionamiento con parquimetro en la calle,
generalmente concurrida, estaban vacios. Un vendedor de frutas y raspa-
dos, al que Vargas suele frecuentar, llevaba dias desaparecido.

"No deberia estar tan muerto ahora mismo", dijo Vargas, de 26 afios. "La
gente tiene demasiado miedo de salir. Incluso si eres ciudadano, pero tienes
cierta apariencia. Hay quienes no quieren arriesgarse".

Reyna, cocinera de un restaurante, le dijo a su jefe que no se sentia segura
yendo a trabajar después de enterarse de las detenciones de inmigrantes en
las tiendas Home Depot de la ciudad.

La mujer de 40 afos, quien se encuentra en Estados Unidos sin estatus
legal, dijo que teme convertirse en un objetivo de ICE. Las leyes y politicas
migratorias actuales no le permiten obtener un estatus legal, a pesar de que
lleva mas de 20 afios viviendo en Estados Unidos.

"Necesito trabajar, pero, sinceramente, me da mucho miedo salir de casa".

Por ahora, su vida esta en suspenso, dijo Reyna.

Cancel6 una fiesta de graduacién de su hijo de la preparatoria. Ya no lle-
va a sus hijos menores a la escuela de verano. Incluso dejo de asistir a las
sesiones de terapia conductual de su hijo autista de 7 afios.

Reyna dijo que no puede dormir. Sufre de dolores de cabeza todos los
dias.

La madrugada del martes, dijo, agentes de inmigracion en un vehiculo
sin identificacion detuvieron al sobrino de 20 afios de su esposo, ciudadano
mexicano sin estatus legal. La escena se desarrollo frente a su casa.

Su hijo autista, ciudadano estadounidense, le ha rogado que le permita
jugar en los columpios del jardin delantero.

"No, carifio. No podemos salir", le dijo Reyna.

“(Por qué?”, pregunto.

“La policia se esta llevando a la gente”, explico ella. “Se estan llevando
a personas que no nacieron aqui”.

Esta historia fue copublicada con Puente News Collaborative, una sala
de redaccion bilingiie sin fines de lucro, coordinadora y financiadora ded-
icada a brindar noticias e informacion de alta calidad y basada en hechos
sobre la frontera entre Estados Unidos y México. Aaron Montes, reportero
de KTEP News, contribuyo a este reportaje desde El Paso.

CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

Abbott calls latest session his ‘best’

Gov. Greg Abbott says he got everything he pushed for during the Leg-
islature’s 89th session, which ended on June 2.

The Dallas Morning News reported that the governor believes the
“school choice” bill that passed will rejuvenate the state’s education system.

“More important for Texans, this has been the most transformative ses-
sion for the future of Texas, and the positive effects of the session are going
to be felt for decades,” Abbott said.

Besides the voucher bill, which allows students to use public money for
private school, he noted changes to bail policy, a large infusion of funding
for the state’s water needs, and passage of property tax relief, which will
total $51 billion.

Abbott is up for reelection in 2026 and would become the state’s lon-
gest-serving governor if he wins. At this point, he faces no major opposition
either in the primary or the general election. With more than $70 million
stashed away in campaign funds, he says he’s unworried about potential
opponents.

“There’s only one goal, and that’s to win, and so I will run very aggres-
sively,” Abbott said.

Governor still undecided on THC ban

Abbott said last week he has still not decided if he will sign or veto leg-
islation banning THC products in Texas, the Houston Chronicle reported.

“I’'m going to give it the thoughtful consideration from every angle that
it deserves,” Abbott said of Senate Bill 3, which would outlaw all hemp-de-
rived products containing THC, effective in September. He has until June
22 to decide

The proposed ban has sparked opposition from people who run THC
businesses, veterans groups, and others. The state now has more than 8,500
retailers selling THC products, which can have a high similar to that of mar-
ijjuana, which is illegal except for medical reasons. The ban was a priority
of Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick, who presides over the Senate.

State to become leader in psychedelic drug research
At the same time Texas is poised to ban THC products, state leaders are
investing $50 million in a psychedelic drug, ibogaine, that purports to have
medicinal benefits, according to The Texas Tribune.
Senate Bill 2308 creates a consortium of universities, hospitals, and drug

developers to conduct clinical trials on ibogaine, extracted from an ancient
African shrub, which has been used in Mexican clinics to treat addiction
and brain trauma.

Key to the bill’s passage in Texas were the cheerleading efforts of former
Gov. Rick Perry. Since ending his tenure as U.S. Energy Secretary in 2021,
he has become one of the highest-profile advocates of researching the ben-
eficial medical effects of some psychedelics.

According to The Tribune, “Stanford Medicine conducted a study in
2024 that found ibogaine, when combined with magnesium to protect the
heart, safely and effectively reduces PTSD, anxiety and depression and im-
proves functioning” in veterans with traumatic brain injury.

Ibogaine is unlikely to be used recreationally because it does not provide
an enjoyable high and leaves the user in a state of temporary paralysis.

Even with the $50 million in funding, Texas is likely at least six years
from seeing any possibility of FDA approval for clinical trials.

State’s Rainy Day Fund reaches cap

The Texas Economic Stabilization Fund, popularly called the Rainy Day
Fund, has reached its statutory cap for the first time with more than $24
billion in the state’s piggy bank, the state comptroller’s office reported.

The 1988 constitutional amendment passed by voters that established
the fund limits the fund to no more than 10% of the amount of revenue
deposited into the General Revenue Fund during the previous biennium.

That means the excess will be returned to the state’s General Fund. Much
of the marked increase in funds placed in the Rainy Day Fund comes from a
116% increase in oil and gas collections from 2021 to 2022.

Legislators can use the funding to either plug a budget deficit during the
two-year cycle or address a project revenue shortfall in an upcoming bien-
nium, with a three-fifths majority legislative approval.

It can be used for other purposes if two-thirds of legislators approve.
Since the fund’s inception in 1988, about $17.7 billion has been appropri-
ated for other purposes.

Construction of new Panhandle state hospital announced

The Texas Health and Human Services Commission broke ground last
week on the new Panhandle State Hospital in Amarillo. The Legislature
approved $159 million in funding for the new inpatient psychiatric hospital,
expected to be completed in 2027.

“Texans are better served when they have access to healthcare closer to
home, and that is why state leaders and HHSC have invested in facilities
like the Panhandle State Hospital,” said HHS Executive Commissioner Ce-
cile Erwin Young. “When completed, this hospital will offer hope and heal-

ing to some of the most vulnerable
people in the Panhandle.”

It will be the first state-operat-
ed hospital in the 26-county area
around Amarillo. HHSC owns and
operates nine state hospitals and
one residential youth treatment cen-
ter for people experiencing mental
illness.

Local health departments brace
for more federal cuts

Local public health departments
across Texas have been notified of
another $119 million in federal cuts
coming at the end of June, The Tri-
bune reported. Those cuts come on
the heels of $700 million in unspent
COVID pandemic funding that was
clawed back by the feds earlier this
year.

The latest cuts involve Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
grants aimed at increasing vaccine coverage, preparing local communities
for infectious diseases and natural disasters, and helping hospitals prepare
for emergency disasters and HIV prevention.

More cuts are possible by the end of the year. Texas already ranks among
the worst in the country for public-health funding.

Measles outbreak sees slight increase

After a week of no measles outbreaks in Texas, two new cases were
reported last week, according to the Texas Department of State Health Ser-
vices, bringing the total to 744 with 96 total hospitalizations and two fatal-
ities, both school-aged children.

Fewer than 10 of the confirmed cases are considered actively infectious.

Dawson, Gaines, Lamar, and Lubbock counties still have ongoing mea-
sles transmission, according to DSHS. A majority of the total cases were
located in Gaines County, on the border with New Mexico.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-winning Texas journalist. He pub-
lished a number of community newspapers in Texas during a 30-year span,
including in Longview, Fort Stockton, Nacogdoches, Lufkin, and Cedar
Park. Email:gborders@texaspress.com.
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