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Area tourism
boards
concerned
about impact
of military
deployment
on funding

By Sam Karas
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

TRI-COUNTY — As the Big
Bend enters its slow summer sea-
son, some folks are concerned that
the presence of the U.S. Army in the
region might mean even slimmer
budgets for tourism programming
in the months to come. Around 500
troops were deployed to Alpine and
Presidio in the spring by the Trump
administration, and in lieu of build-
ing temporary camps the Depart-
ment of Defense has opted to house
troops in local hotels.

While the guaranteed business
through November has been a boon
to local hotel operators, local gov-
ernments aren’t seeing the benefits.
The federal government is exempt
from paying the majority of lo-
cal taxes and fees, including hotel
occupancy (HOT) taxes. By law,
HOT funds can only be used to pro-
mote tourism — a restriction that’s
proven controversial in places like
Marfa and Brewster County, where
tourism money is abundant but gov-
ernment funding for local necessi-
ties like road repair and healthcare
are scarce.

That’s not quite the case for the
Presidio Convention and Visitor’s
Bureau (CVB), which typically
has an annual budget in the low six
figures. In Presidio, every dollar of
HOT money counts in attempting
to attract visitors to one of the re-
gion’s more underrated destinations
— and the Army is currently occu-
pying over half of the rooms in one
of Presidio’s two hotels.

Presidio CVB Treasurer Irma
Juarez started raising the alarm at
public meetings last month. She es-
timates that the board will miss out
on about $56,000 this year because
of the deployment. “For us, that’s
a huge hit,” she explained. “I think
we’re at a disadvantage, even if we
welcome [the Army’s] presence
here. There just has to be a better
thought-out process.”

Juarez would like to start by
beefing up the city’s efforts to track
its visitation, keeping closer tabs
with hotel owners to figure out what
brings people to Presidio and how
to encourage them to stay. It’s a sci-
ence that officials across the state
have been trying to perfect in order
to make the best use of HOT mon-
ey. “As treasurer, my recommenda-
tion is being more conservative,”
she said. “Right now, we just don’t
know what’s going to happen.”

The need for enhanced number
crunching was echoed over in Brew-
ster County, where their equivalent
organization, Visit Big Bend, rakes
in nearly $2 million annually. On
that side of Paisano Pass, the con-
versation has been more focused
on the availability of hotel rooms,
particularly for big annual events
like the world-famous Cowboy
Poetry Festival. “Our larger events
are very concerned, but there’s
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vez en cuando.

After months without so much of an inch of rain, Shafter got pelted in the last week, and deluges over the past three days swelled Cibolo Creek
to a raging river. Residents on the other side of the creek have been trapped off and on.

Tras meses sin apenas una pulgada de lluvia, Shafter recibio fuertes lluvias la semana pasada, y las inundaciones de los ultimos tres dias hi-
cieron que el arroyo Cibolo creciera hasta convertirse en un rio caudaloso. Los residentes del otro lado del arroyo han quedado atrapados de
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Q& A with reporter Uriel
Garcia on migrant deaths
outside El Paso

By Sam Karas
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

DONA ANA COUNTY, N.M. — Last month, the Texas Tribune pub-
lished a landmark data-driven piece about a spike in migrant deaths in the
desert outside of El Paso following the Star City’s entry into Operation
Lone Star (see story page 4.) The piece was a team effort that crossed state
lines, reported by Uriel Garcia and Yuriko Schumacher at the Tribune and
Patrick Lohmann of independent newsroom Source New Mexico.

The team piggybacked on the tireless efforts of nonprofit rescue groups
along the border who help migrants in distress and recover human remains.
Last year, the organization No Mas Muertes (No More Deaths) put out a
report alleging that CBP had been significantly underreporting migrant fa-
talities. (The Big Bend Sentinel reported on this study — and the agency’s
response to accusations — in April of last year.)

Border policy is officially the domain of the federal government and
“prevention through deterrence” has been the strategy since the mid-90s.
“Setting up a visible line of Border Patrol agents at the border sent a mes-
sage that was ultimately, ‘Don’t come into the country illegally,”” Garcia
— one of the Tribune reporters on this piece — explained. “That didn’t stop
migrants. In fact, what they ended up doing was taking more dangerous
routes around urban areas.”

In March 2021, the state of Texas implemented its own “prevention

(Continued on page 2)

Preguntas y respuestas con
el reportero Uriel Garcia
sobre las muertes de
migrantes en las

afueras de El Paso

Por Sam Karas
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

CONDADO DE DONA ANA, N.M. — El mes pasado, el Texas Tribune
publicé un articulo historico basado en datos sobre el aumento repentino de
muertes de migrantes en el desierto a las afueras de El Paso tras la entrada
de la Ciudad Estrella en la Operacion Estrella Solitaria. El articulo fue un
esfuerzo conjunto que trascendio las fronteras estatales, reportado por Uriel
Garcia y Yuriko Schumacher del Tribune y Patrick Lohmann de la redac-
cion independiente Source New Mexico.

El equipo se sumo a los incansables esfuerzos de grupos de rescate sin
fines de lucro a lo largo de la frontera que ayudan a migrantes en peligro y
recuperan restos humanos. El afio pasado, la organizacion No Mas Muertes
publico un informe que alegaba que la CBP habia estado subregistrando
significativamente las muertes de migrantes. (El Big Bend Sentinel informé
sobre este estudio —y la respuesta de la agencia a las acusaciones— en
abril del afio pasado).

La politica fronteriza es oficialmente competencia del gobierno federal,

(Continda en la pdgina 3)

Judge: White trial to stay in
Presidio County

As trial nears, deadlines loom and a
question of whether adopted son
has joined the mix surfaces

By Rob D’Amico
rob@bigbendsentinel.com

PRESIDIO COUNTY — The Big Bend Sentinel became the focus of a
hearing last Thursday on whether the judge in the White family Brite Ranch
legal battle should allow a change of venue because of extensive media
coverage of the lawsuit.

The original lawsuit focused on whether Jim White breached his finan-
cial duties as trustee by not adequately providing distributions to his sib-
lings Beau (now deceased), Mac and Hester Ann — all heirs to the Jane
White Trust that owns the ranch. In a summer of 2023 trial verdict, jurors
agreed with that assessment and Jim was stripped from his duties as the
trustee that ran the ranch and managed its finances. However, an 8th Court
of Appeals ruling out of El Paso nullified that verdict, and a new trial has
been set for August 18 at the Marfa Courthouse in Presidio County. At stake
is whether legal decisions will lead to the sale of parts or the entirety of the
65,000-acre Brite Ranch located in southwest Presidio County — some-
thing Jim and son, Cuatro, and other of his children have resisted..

Cuatro led the charge to move the trial, possibly to Brewster County or

(Continued on page 2)

Juez: El juicio de White se
mantendra en el Condado
de Presidio

A medida que se acerca el juicio, se
avecinan plazos y surge la duda de si su
hijo adoptivo se ha unido
a la familia White.

Por Rob D’Amico
rob@bigbendsentinel.com

CONDADO DE PRESIDIO — EI Big Bend Sentinel se convirtié en el
centro de atencidon de una audiencia el jueves pasado sobre si el juez en la
batalla legal de la familia White por el Rancho Brite deberia permitir un
cambio de sede debido a la amplia cobertura mediatica de la demanda.

La demanda original se centr6 en si Jim White incumplié sus obliga-
ciones financieras como fideicomisario al no proporcionar adecuadamente
las distribuciones a sus hermanos Beau (ya fallecido), Mac y Hester Ann,
todos herederos del Fideicomiso Jane White, propietario del rancho. En un
veredicto judicial emitido en el verano de 2023, el jurado coincidi6 con esa
evaluacion y Jim fue destituido de sus funciones como fideicomisario que
administraba el rancho y sus finanzas. Sin embargo, un fallo del Tribunal
de Apelaciones del Octavo Distrito de El Paso anul6 ese veredicto, y se ha

(Continua en la pagina 3)

Juntas de
turismo de
la zona
preocupadas
por el impacto
del despliegue
militar en la
financiacion

Por Sam Karas
sam@bigbendsentinel.com

TRI-COUNTY — Con la llega-
da de la temporada baja de verano
en Big Bend, algunos temen que la
presencia del Ejército de EE. UU.
en la region pueda significar pre-
supuestos ain mas reducidos para
la programacion turistica en los
proximos meses. La administracion
Trump desplegd alrededor de 500
tropas en Alpine y Presidio en la
primavera, y en lugar de construir
campamentos temporales, el Depar-
tamento de Defensa ha optado por
alojar a las tropas en hoteles locales.

Si bien la actividad garantizada
hasta noviembre ha sido un impul-
so para los operadores hoteleros lo-
cales, los gobiernos locales no estan
percibiendo los beneficios. El gobi-
erno federal estd exento del pago de
la mayoria de los impuestos y tasas
locales, incluidos los impuestos de
ocupacion hotelera (HOT por sus
siglas en ingles). Por ley, los fondos
HOT solo pueden utilizarse para
promover el turismo, una restric-
cion que ha resultado controvertida
en lugares como Marfa y el condado
de Brewster, donde el dinero proce-
dente del turismo abunda, pero la
financiacién gubernamental para
necesidades locales como la rep-
aracion de carreteras y la atencion
médica es escasa.

Ese no es el caso de la Oficina de
Convenciones y Visitantes de Presi-
dio (CVB por sus siglas en inglés),
cuyo presupuesto anual suele rond-
ar las seis cifras. En Presidio, cada
dolar de los fondos HOT cuenta
para atraer visitantes a uno de los
destinos mas subestimados de la
region, y el Ejército ocupa actual-
mente mas de la mitad de las habita-
ciones de uno de los dos hoteles de
Presidio.

La tesorera de la CVB de Presidio,
Irma Juarez, empezo a dar la voz
de alarma en las reuniones publi-
cas del mes pasado. Estima que la
junta perdera unos 56.000 dolares
este afio debido al despliegue. "Para
nosotros, es un golpe enorme", ex-
plicd. "Creo que estamos en desven-
taja, incluso si damos la bienvenida
a la presencia [del Ejército] aqui.
Simplemente tiene que haber un
proceso mejor planificado".

Juarez quiere empezar por intensi-
ficar los esfuerzos de la ciudad para
monitorear sus visitas, manteniendo
un seguimiento mas estrecho con
los propietarios de hoteles para de-
terminar qué atrac a la gente a Pre-
sidio y como animarlos a quedarse.
Es una ciencia que funcionarios de
todo el estado han estado intentando
perfeccionar para optimizar el uso
de los fondos HOT. "Como tesore-
ra, mi recomendacion es ser mas
conservadora", dijo. "Ahora mismo,
simplemente no sabemos qué va a
pasar".

La necesidad de un mejor andlisis
de datos se hizo eco en el conda-
do de Brewster, donde su organi-
zacion equivalente, Visit Big Bend,
recauda casi 2 millones de dolares
anuales. En ese lado de Paisano
Pass, la conversacion se ha centrado
mas en la disponibilidad de habita-
ciones de hotel, especialmente para
grandes eventos anuales como el
mundialmente famoso Festival de
Poesia Vaquera. "Nuestros eventos
mas grandes estan muy preocupa-
dos, pero hay falta de informacion",
dijo Chris Ruggia, director de turis-

(Continaa en la pagina 3)
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O&A Uriel Garcia

(Continued from page 1)

through deterrence” in the form of Operation Lone Star, which funneled
billions of dollars into visible law enforcement presence along the border.
Eligible counties and municipalities could tap into the funding by issuing
local emergency declarations — Presidio County did so in July 2022,
when former County Judge Cinderela Guevara proclaimed that the county
was under “invasion” by migrants.

The city of El Paso joined Operation Lone Star at the tail end of 2022,
and groups like No Mas Muertes started seeing a jump in activity in the
most remote reaches of southern New Mexico and Far West Texas almost
immediately.

The Sentinel caught up with Garcia to talk about the process of report-
ing the piece — and what might be next for the Texas borderlands.

DI’m curious what sparked this piece — had y’all been tracking mi-
grant deaths already or did a rescue group tip you off?

It was kind of about creating a story that was hiding in plain sight. Oth-
er people had written about this topic in the past — [migrant rescue group
No Mas Muertes] had done a whole report just last year, so we knew the
numbers were going up. But one of the things that I think makes our story
a little different is trying to answer and explore the question of why this
was happening.

What stood out to me is that El Paso specifically had not been experi-
encing this amount of deaths. Sure, there are deaths all along the border
and other places have higher numbers, but El Paso had not seen this be-
fore.

Can you tell me a little bit about the data-gathering process?

UG: I"d like to give credit where credit’s due, because I think that any-
one who reports along the border wishes that they had this much detailed
information — but what happened in this case was that No More Deaths
had their own set of data, which they compared to the CBP data.

The federal government takes really long to process some of these
records requests, particularly when it comes to immigration. So I talked
to my co-reporter, [ Yuriko], the data reporter on this piece, and I told her

to analyze it and see what she found on her own. She came back with a
whole bunch of findings that went beyond my gut check.

Did you feel like anything obvious got left out?

One of the things I wish we could have done was that we were trying
to get in touch with some of the families who lost someone in this part of
the desert. That didn’t work out — it wasn’t for lack of trying. We were in
touch with a couple families who seemed to want to talk, but ultimately
decided not to, for different reasons. It came down to the fact that they
didn’t want to put themselves in a very vulnerable position.

El Paso was a relatively late holdout on Operation Lone Star money.
Can you remind me of what that looked like — what the political back-
drop was and why they decided to join?

There’s a little bit of context here that didn’t get put in the story be-
cause it’s kind of getting lost in the weeds. But back in the fall of 2021
Abbott had issued an order to criminalize the transportation of migrants
from the border to the interior, and the pretext that was used at the time
was because they could potentially be spreading the Coronavirus. There
was a lawsuit in federal court in El Paso.

Moving forward, when Governor Abbott needed some of the border
counties to help out in Operation Lone Star — to be able to put up soldiers
and state police — EI Paso didn’t necessarily want to cooperate because
of the conflict [over the transportation of migrants.] That translated into
El Paso being among the last to join in December 2022, and the reason
they ended up joining Operation Lone Star was because there were thou-
sands of migrants being released and many of them were sleeping in the
streets. It was a public safety concern.

Ultimately Abbott reversed his policy of not wanting migrants to be
transported. The mayor needed buses to get the migrants transported out
of El Paso, so he issued an emergency declaration and the state sent trans-
portation resources — that’s how the city ended up joining.

What was going on with the border at the federal level at the time and
how did that play into state and local policy?

There was a lot going on. Biden came into office, and even though he’s
been accused of being pro-open borders and pro-illegal immigration, ulti-
mately he wasn’t any of those things. That’s not a political statement. He
continued some of Trump’s crackdown on the border [from his first term]
and didn’t immediately reverse others. Even when he was proposing differ-
ent policies that would have provided a pathway to legally enter the U.S., it
was coupled with other restrictions on asylum law. This all coincided with
a lot of people — particularly from Venezuela and other places in South
America — coming to El Paso. I don’t think that El Paso was prepared for
the number of people that were coming, and Biden had been changing and
reversing and implementing his own immigration policies that caused a lot
of confusion.

We’re pretty isolated out here, so we see a version of what’s happen-
ing in the bigger border cities, but it’s easy to feel disconnected. Is there
anything happening on the border in El Paso that our readers should be
paying attention to?

It’s hard to predict the future, but as of right now, the number of cross-
ings at the border are historically low — a trend that started even before
Biden was leaving office. I think your readers need to remember that im-
migration is just more complex than what the U.S. sometimes makes it out
to seem. There are climate change effects that are causing natural disasters,
affecting hundreds of thousands of people who depend on certain resourc-
es that were wiped out. There’s political instability. At the end of the day,
people are seeking safety and jobs. Wherever can provide safety and jobs,
that’s where migrants are going to go.

One of the Trump administration’s priorities is clamping down on im-
migration. I think it’s safe to say we don’t know what’s going to happen
next, because it seems like the president is using immigration enforcement
to keep pushing the boundaries of what a presidential administration can
get away with.

White trial

(Continued from page 1)

any county adjoining the 394th Judicial District, based
on the assertion that numerous Sentinel articles and the
family’s wide network of local friends and associates
would make it impossible to find an impartial jury.

To bolster that claim, the petition for a change of
venue included affidavits from Presidio County Judge
Joe Portillo, Constable Esteban “Steve” Marquez and
Marfa City Council Member Mark Morrison — all
agreeing with the difficulties of finding an impartial
jury. A subsequent filing included excerpts of deposi-
tions from the three.

“By reporting on a party’s legal victories, that in-
fluences readers to have an opinion about the White
family or the Brite Ranch in this litigation; it appears
that they have formed opinions due to just reading what
the filings have ended up being found by the Court and
ruled on,” Council Member Morrison said in the depo-
sition. “If the average Presidio County resident reads a
Sentinel article, they are going to be influenced by that
coverage; a Presidio County resident cannot read objec-

tive, factual reporting about this litigation without being
unduly influenced; it is unlikely that there are many res-
idents of Presidio County that do not know at least one
White family member ... I think it would be dubious if
you could actually get a fully impartial jury, and some
people have already formed opinions of it through read-
ing the paper ended up being found by the Court and
ruled on.”

Portillo stated in his deposition that “this litigation
is a topic of discussion; then everybody has an opinion
... I think it would be very difficult, very difficult to
impanel a jury that could be fair.”

“I agree that it is unlikely that an impartial trial can
be held in Presidio County that is fair to all parties,”
stated Marquez in his deposition. “The case should be
moved to another place where it could get a fair judg-
ment; it would be better to have another jury from an-
other area that doesn’t know the family as well.”

One of Mac’s attorneys, Robert L. Soza, Jr., of Jack-
son Walker LLC, told the court that the Sentinel cov-
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erage didn’t matter for impaneling a jury, because he
found no one stating “prejudice,” meaning an overall
assessment that the coverage favored one side or anoth-
er. Donovan Campbell, Cuatro’s attorney from Rader
& Campbell PC, said prejudice was not required in the
rules of civil procedure and the venue could be changed
solely on a judgement that there would be no way to
have an impartial trial.

Campbell also wanted to strike from evidence a re-
port of the jury panel records from the 2023 trial. Soza
said those records — which he displayed at the hear-
ing, including all the jurors considered for a final jury
— showed about two dozen potential jurors who stated
they could be impartial, in addition to the final 12 cho-
sen.

Soza’s argument was that even in a small communi-
ty, there are plenty of people who would consider them-
selves unbiased. Campbell said that assessment was
irrelevant, because The Sentinel had not written about
the trial at that time, with 13 articles written since then.

Visiting District Judge Tryon Lewis denied the mo-
tion to strike the evidence and ultimately sided with
Mac to deny the change of venue.

Not discussed in the change of venue motion was
the state of the Presidio County Courthouse in Marfa,
where the first trial was held for two weeks in the sum-
mer of 2023 with no air conditioning and sweltering
heat in the courtroom. The courthouse still suffers from
a continued lack of air conditioning , as well as an un-
reliable courthouse elevator — needed for Americans
with Disabilities Act requirements.

Will the adopted son step in?

Beau White died on Monday, June 23, three days be-
fore the hearing. The day of his death, attorneys filed an
application with a Bastrop, Texas, court to make Geof-
frey Scott Connor temporary administrator of his estate,
which the judge approved. Connor is the Bastrop attor-

ney adopted by both Mac and Beau three years ago at
the age of 59. Cuatro and his siblings have called for the
court to recognize his adoption as invalid for purpos-
es of the lawsuit, a “‘sham adoption” meant to decrease
their inheritance, since Mac and Beau had no children.
An attorney for the two had previously threatened in
an email that if they didn’t get a settlement in the case
agreeable to them, that the siblings would adopt a child.

Since Connor is an adopted son, and an attorney who
knew Beau and his late wife Kathleen well, it seems
clear why he would handle Beau’s financial affairs after
his death. However, the application for interim admin-
istrator also included: “There is an immediate necessity
to appoint a temporary administrator for the Decedent’s
Estate due to pending lawsuits that require a personal
representative to pursue claims against third parties and
defend claims made against Decedent.” A recent peti-
tion for discovery from Mac to his sister Hester Ann
then listed the plaintiffs as Mac and “Geoffrey Scott
Connor, as temporary administrator of the estate of Be-
auregard Brite White and individually as trustee.” The
original Brite Ranch trust documents state that should
Beau die, Hester Ann would succeed him as trustee.
With that language in place it’s likely that Jim and Cu-
atro’s attorneys will object to Connor trying to assume
the role of a trustee and plaintiff in the lawsuit.

Conner has never appeared in any of the hearings
associated with the lawsuit against Jim — even though
Cuatro’s attorneys have tried to have him take the stand
on his adoption. It’s uncertain now whether naming
himself as a trustee — legal or not — will change that
dynamic.

Time is running out for sorting through several com-
plicated motions on the case with only one hearing cur-
rently pending for July 11. The parties also have less
than a month, until August 1, to finish discovery and
depositions — leaving them a scant two weeks to pre-
pare for the August 18 trial.

After El Paso joined Abbott’s border
crackdown, the number of dead migrants
in the New Mexico desert surged

Since El Paso joined Operation Lone Star in 2022, migrant remains
discovered in the desert west of the city have increased every year,
even as they have declined in every other border sector.

By Uriel J. Garcia, The Texas Tribune
Patrick Lohmann, Source New Mexico
And Yuriko Schumacher, The Texas Tribune

SANTA TERESA, New Mexico — On a hot morning
in September, after hours of trekking through the Chihua-
huan desert, Abbey Carpenter and her partner James Hole-
man spotted a pile of scattered bones.

Near a yucca plant, a human jawbone lay partially bur-
ied in the sand. Around it were vertebrae, femurs and ribs.
Next to the bones, they saw a woman’s purple underwear
with two tiny hearts on the corner and a Salvadoran pass-
port.

The bones were among six sets of human remains they
found that month.

Carpenter and Holeman founded a volunteer group in
2020 called Battalion Search and Rescue to search for mi-
grant bodies in this patch of desert just west of El Paso.
They took photos and recorded the coordinates on their
cell phone. They tied a pink ribbon to a nearby branch.

Later, they mailed the passport to the Salvadoran con-
sulate and reported the body to the Dofla Ana County
Sherift’s Office in New Mexico — even though the sheriff
sometimes doesn’t respond and has accused volunteers of
planting bones in the desert.

Since September 2023, the group has found 27 sites
with human remains in the desert, Holeman said.

“How did we get to this place as a country that we think
so poorly of migrants?”” Carpenter said during a recent
search in the desert.

Historically, Border Patrol’s El Paso sector — which

includes all 180 miles of New Mexico’s border with Mex-
ico and 84 miles of El Paso and Hudspeth counties in West
Texas — has had among the fewest migrant deaths across
the southern border.

That changed in late December 2022, according to
an investigation by The Texas Tribune and Source New
Mexico, when the city of El Paso joined forces with Gov.
Greg Abbott to participate in his signature border mission,
called Operation Lone Star.

By 2024, the El Paso sector had become the deadliest
place for migrants to cross along the entire U.S.-Mexico
border.

From January 2023 to August 2024, 299 human re-
mains were reported in the El Paso sector, the most of any
sector along the southern border, according to the most re-
cent data available from federal government data. That’s
more than double the number of cases reported during the
20 months prior, when 122 remains were recorded before
El Paso had adopted Operation Lone Star.

Since El Paso joined Texas’ border mission in 2022,
migrant remains discovered in the El Paso sector have in-
creased every year, even as they have declined in every
other part of the border.

“We have people dying in New Mexico deserts because
of Texas policies,” said New Mexico state Rep. Sarah Sil-
va, a Democrat from nearby Las Cruces.

Though many factors determine where and when
someone crosses an international border — including fed-
eral immigration policies, organized crime and natural di-

(Continued on page 4)
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y la "prevencion mediante la disuasion” ha sido la estrategia desde media-
dos de los afios 90. "Establecer una linea visible de agentes de la Patrulla
Fronteriza en la frontera transmitié un mensaje que, en ultima instancia,
era: 'No entren al pais ilegalmente", explicé Garcia, uno de los reporteros
del Tribune que particip6 en este articulo. "Eso no detuvo a los migrantes.
De hecho, terminaron tomando rutas mas peligrosas alrededor de las zonas
urbanas".

En marzo de 2021, el estado de Texas implemento su propia "prevencion
mediante la disuasion" mediante la Operacion Estrella Solitaria, que
canaliz6 miles de millones de ddlares hacia una presencia policial visible a
lo largo de la frontera. Los condados y municipios elegibles podian acceder
a los fondos emitiendo declaraciones de emergencia locales. El condado de
Presidio lo hizo en julio de 2022, cuando la exjueza del condado, Cinderela
Guevara, declaré que el condado estaba bajo una "invasioén" de migrantes.

La ciudad de El Paso se uni6 a la Operacion Estrella Solitaria a finales de
2022, y grupos como No Mas Muertes comenzaron a observar un aumento
en la actividad en las zonas mas remotas del sur de Nuevo México y el ex-
tremo oeste de Texas casi de inmediato.

The Sentinel se reuni6 con Garcia para hablar sobre el proceso de repor-
taje y el futuro de la zona fronteriza de Texas.

Me pregunto qué motivo este articulo: jya estaban rastreando las
muertes de migrantes o algiin grupo de rescate les aviso?

Se trataba de crear una historia que se escondia a simple vista. Otras per-
sonas habian escrito sobre este tema anteriormente; [el grupo de rescate de
migrantes No Mas Muertes] habia realizado un informe completo el afio
pasado, asi que sabiamos que las cifras estaban aumentando. Pero una de
las cosas que creo que hace que nuestra historia sea un poco diferente es
intentar responder y explorar la pregunta de por qué estaba sucediendo esto.

Lo que me llamo la atencién es que El Paso, especificamente, no habia
experimentado esta cantidad de muertes. Claro, hay muertes a lo largo de la
frontera y otros lugares tienen cifras mas altas, pero El Paso no habia visto
esto antes.

JPuede contarme un poco sobre el proceso de recopilacion de datos?
UG: Me gustaria reconocer el mérito de quien lo merece, porque creo que

cualquiera que reporta en la frontera desearia tener esta informacion tan
detallada; pero lo que sucedio en este caso fue que No Mas Muertes tenia
su propio conjunto de datos, que compararon con los de la CBP.

El gobierno federal tarda mucho en procesar algunas de estas solicitudes
de registros, especialmente cuando se trata de inmigracion. Asi que hablé
con mi co-reportera, [Yuriko], la reportera de datos de este articulo, y le
pedi que lo analizara y viera qué encontraba por su cuenta. Regresé con un
montén de hallazgos que superaron mi intuicion.

JSintieron que se omitio algo obvio?

Una de las cosas que deseariamos haber hecho fue intentar contactar con
algunas de las familias que perdieron a un ser querido en esta parte del
desierto. No funciond, no fue por falta de intentos. Contactamos con un
par de familias que parecian querer hablar, pero finalmente decidieron no
hacerlo por diferentes razones. Se reducia a que no querian ponerse en una
situacion muy vulnerable.

El Paso se resistio relativamente tarde a recibir el dinero de la Op-
eracion Estrella Solitaria. ; Podrian recordarme como fue eso, cudl fue el
contexto politico y por qué decidieron unirse?

Hay un poco de contexto aqui que no se incluy6 en la historia porque se
esta perdiendo un poco entre lineas. Pero en el otofio de 2021, Abbott habia
emitido una orden para criminalizar el transporte de migrantes desde la
frontera hacia el interior, y el pretexto que se usé en ese momento fue que
podrian estar propagando el coronavirus. Hubo una demanda en un tribunal
federal en El Paso.

Mas adelante, cuando el gobernador Abbott necesitdé que algunos conda-
dos fronterizos colaboraran en la Operacion Estrella Solitaria —para poder
desplegar soldados y policias estatales—, El Paso no quiso cooperar nece-
sariamente debido al conflicto [sobre el transporte de migrantes]. Esto se
tradujo en que El Paso fuera uno de los tltimos en unirse en diciembre de
2022, y la razon por la que terminaron uniéndose a la Operacion Estrella
Solitaria fue porque miles de migrantes estaban siendo liberados y muchos
de ellos dormian en las calles. Era una preocupacion de seguridad publica.

Finalmente, Abbott revirtid su politica de no querer que se transportara a
los migrantes. El alcalde necesitaba autobuses para sacar a los migrantes de
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El Paso, por lo que emiti6 una declaracion de emergencia y el estado envid
recursos de transporte; asi fue como la ciudad terminé uniéndose.

,Qué estaba sucediendo con la frontera a nivel federal en ese momento
y como influyo eso en las politicas estatales y locales?

Habia muchos cambios. Biden asumio el cargo, y aunque se le ha acusado
de estar a favor de las fronteras abiertas y de la inmigracion ilegal, en tltima
instancia no defendia ninguna de esas posturas. Esto no es una declaracién
politica. Continu6 con algunas de las medidas represivas de Trump en la
frontera [de su primer mandato] y no revirti6 otras inmediatamente. Incluso
cuando proponia politicas diferentes que habrian proporcionado una via
para entrar legalmente a Estados Unidos, esto se sumo a otras restricciones
a la ley de asilo. Todo esto coincidié con la llegada de mucha gente, espe-
cialmente de Venezuela y otros lugares de Sudamérica, a El Paso. No creo
que El Paso estuviera preparado para la cantidad de gente que llegaba, y
Biden habia estado cambiando, revirtiendo e implementando sus propias
politicas migratorias, lo que causé mucha confusion.

Estamos bastante aislados aqui, asi que vemos una version de lo que
sucede en las ciudades fronterizas mas grandes, pero es facil sentirse de-
sconectado. /Hay algo sucediendo en la frontera de El Paso que nuestros
lectores deberian tener en cuenta?

Es dificil predecir el futuro, pero actualmente, el nimero de cruces fron-
terizos es histéricamente bajo, una tendencia que comenz6 incluso antes
de que Biden dejara el cargo. Creo que sus lectores deben recordar que la
inmigracion es simplemente mas compleja de lo que Estados Unidos a vec-
es la presenta. El cambio climatico esta causando desastres naturales que
afectan a cientos de miles de personas que dependen de ciertos recursos que
fueron destruidos. Existe inestabilidad politica. En definitiva, la gente bus-
ca seguridad y empleo. Dondequiera que se les brinde seguridad y empleo,
ahi es donde iran los migrantes.

Una de las prioridades de la administracion Trump es tomar medidas
drasticas contra la inmigracion. Creo que es seguro decir que no sabemos
qué sucedera a continuacion, porque parece que el presidente esta utilizan-
do la aplicacion de las leyes migratorias para seguir ampliando los limites
de lo que una administracion presidencial puede permitirse.

Prueba White

(Continued from page 1)

programado un nuevo juicio para el 18 de agosto en el Tribunal de Marfa,
en el Condado de Presidio. Lo que esta en juego es si las decisiones legal-
es conduciran a la venta parcial o total del Rancho Brite de 65,000 acres,
ubicado en el suroeste del Condado de Presidio, algo a lo que Jim, su hijo
Cuatro y otros de sus hijos se han resistido.

Cuatro lider6 la iniciativa para trasladar el juicio, posiblemente al Con-
dado de Brewster o a cualquier condado adyacente al Distrito Judicial 394,
basandose en la afirmaciéon de que numerosos articulos del Sentinel y la
amplia red de amigos y socios locales de la familia harian imposible encon-
trar un jurado imparcial.

Para respaldar esta afirmacion, la solicitud de cambio de sede incluia
declaraciones juradas del Juez del Condado de Presidio Joe Portillo, el
Agente Esteban “Steve” Marquez y el Concejal de la Ciudad de Marfa
Mark Morrison, quienes coincidian en las dificultades de encontrar un jura-
do imparcial. Una presentacion posterior incluyd extractos de las declara-
ciones de los tres. “Informar sobre las victorias legales de una de las partes
influye en la opinion de los lectores sobre la familia White o el Rancho
Brite en este litigio; parece que se han formado una opinién simplemente
leyendo los documentos presentados, que el Tribunal ha determinado y
resuelto”, declard el concejal Morrison en su declaracion. “Si el residen-
te promedio del Condado de Presidio lee un articulo del Sentinel, se vera
influenciado por esa cobertura; un residente del Condado de Presidio no
puede leer informacion objetiva y veraz sobre este litigio sin verse indebid-
amente influenciado; es improbable que muchos residentes del Condado de
Presidio no conozcan al menos a un miembro de la familia White... Creo
que seria dudoso que se pudiera conseguir un jurado totalmente imparcial,
y algunas personas ya se han formado una opinion al leer el documento que
el Tribunal ha determinado y resuelto”.

Portillo declard en su declaracion que “este litigio es un tema de debate;
entonces, todos tienen una opinion... Creo que seria muy dificil, muy difi-
cil, formar un jurado justo”. “Estoy de acuerdo en que es improbable que se
pueda celebrar un juicio imparcial en el condado de Presidio que sea justo
para todas las partes”, declar6 Marquez en su declaracion. “El caso deberia
trasladarse a otro lugar donde se pueda obtener un fallo justo; seria mejor

tener otro jurado de otra zona que no conozca tan bien a la familia”.

Uno de los abogados de Mac, Robert L. Soza, Jr., de Jackson Walker
LLC, declar¢ ante el tribunal que la cobertura del Sentinel no era relevante
para la constitucion del jurado, ya que no encontrd a nadie que declarara
“prejuicio”, es decir, una evaluacion general de que la cobertura favore-
ciera a una u otra parte. Donovan Campbell, abogado de Cuatro de Rader
& Campbell PC, afirm6 que el prejuicio no era un requisito en las normas
de procedimiento civil y que la sede podia cambiarse unicamente si se dic-
tara una sentencia que estableciera que no habria manera de tener un juicio
imparcial.

Campbell también queria eliminar de la prueba un informe de las actas
del jurado del juicio de 2023. Soza afirm6 que esos registros —que mostro
en la audiencia, incluyendo todos los jurados considerados para el jura-
do final— mostraban alrededor de dos docenas de jurados potenciales que
declararon ser imparciales, ademas de los 12 elegidos.

El argumento de Soza fue que, incluso en una comunidad pequena, hay
mucha gente que se consideraria imparcial. Campbell afirmé que esa evalu-
acion era irrelevante, ya que 7he Sentinel no habia escrito sobre el juicio en
ese momento, y desde entonces se habian escrito 13 articulos.

El juez visitante de distrito, Tryon Lewis, denegé la mocion de desestimar
las pruebas y finalmente se puso del lado de Mac al denegar el cambio de
sede.

En la mocion de cambio de sede no se abordd el estado del juzgado del
condado de Presidio en Marfa, donde se celebr6 el primer juicio durante
dos semanas en el verano de 2023, sin aire acondicionado y con un calor
sofocante en la sala. El juzgado aun sufre de una continua falta de aire
acondicionado, asi como de un ascensor poco fiable, necesario para los
requisitos de la Ley de Estadounidenses con Discapacidades (ADA).

.Intervendra el hijo adoptivo?

Beau White fallecio el lunes 23 de junio, tres dias antes de la audiencia.
El dia de su fallecimiento, sus abogados presentaron una solicitud ante un
tribunal de Bastrop, Texas, para designar a Geoffrey Scott Connor como ad-
ministrador temporal de su patrimonio, solicitud que el juez aprob6. Con-

nor es el abogado de Bastrop que Mac y Beau adoptaron hace tres afios, a
los 59 aios. Cuatro y sus hermanos han solicitado al tribunal que declare
invalida su adopcion a efectos de la demanda, una "adopcion simulada"
destinada a reducir su herencia, ya que Mac y Beau no tenian hijos. Un abo-
gado de ambos habia amenazado previamente en un correo electronico con
que, si no llegaban a un acuerdo en el caso que les conviniera, los hermanos
adoptarian un nifio.

Dado que Connor es hijo adoptivo y un abogado que conocia bien a Beau
y a su difunta esposa, Kathleen, parece claro por qué se encargaria de los
asuntos financieros de Beau después de su muerte. Sin embargo, la solicitud
de administrador interino también incluia: «Existe la necesidad inmedia-
ta de nombrar un administrador temporal para el patrimonio del difunto
debido a demandas pendientes que requieren un representante personal
para interponer demandas contra terceros y defender las reclamaciones
presentadas contra el difunto». Una reciente peticion de descubrimiento
de pruebas, presentada por Mac a su hermana Hester Ann, mencionaba a
los demandantes como Mac y «Geoffrey Scott Connor, como administra-
dor temporal del patrimonio de Beauregard Brite White e individualmente
como fideicomisario». Los documentos originales del fideicomiso de Brite
Ranch establecen que, en caso de fallecimiento de Beau, Hester Ann lo
sucederia como fideicomisario. Con esta redaccion vigente, es probable que
los abogados de Jim y Cuatro se opongan a que Connor intente asumir el
papel de fideicomisario y demandante en la demanda.

Conner nunca ha comparecido en ninguna de las audiencias asociadas
con la demanda contra Jim, a pesar de que los abogados de Cuatro han in-
tentado que declare sobre su adopcion. Actualmente, no se sabe con certeza
si nombrarse fideicomisario, legal o no, cambiara esa dinamica. Se agota
el tiempo para resolver varias mociones complejas en el caso, con solo una
audiencia pendiente para el 11 de julio. Las partes también tienen menos de
un mes, hasta el 1 de agosto, para finalizar el descubrimiento y las declara-
ciones, lo que les deja apenas dos semanas para prepararse para el juicio
del 18 de agosto.

Turismo de la zona

(Continued from page 1)

mo de la ciudad de Alpine, en la reunidn de la junta de
la semana pasada. "No saben con certeza cual sera el
posible impacto en la disponibilidad de habitaciones".

Ruggia coment6d que el festival Spirits of the West tentes no pudieron conseguir habitaciones en la ciudad
de este afio en Alpine experimentd una fuerte caida en y tuvieron que viajar desde Fort Stockton, una perspec-
la asistencia esta primavera debido a que muchos asis-

tiva peligrosa y poco atractiva para un evento centrado
en el alcohol. (The Sentinel contact6 a los organizadores

]
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del evento, pero no recibio respuesta).

Tanto Juarez como Ruggia plantearon los alquileres
a corto plazo como una posible solucion. En Presidio,
el mercado es pequefio y mayormente no regulado; en
el condado de Brewster, es un negocio multimillonar-
io en auge. El Departamento de Defensa (DOD) suele
contratar cadenas hoteleras, pero aumentar la oferta de
alquileres a corto plazo podria ser una solucion regional

Maximos honores

El conjunto de percusion de Presidio ISD, bajo la direccion de Molly Ferguson Rodriguez, recibio reci-
entemente una codiciada primera division en la competencia estatal de solistas y conjuntos.

a la escasez temporal de habitaciones. Ruggia también
se pregunto si los gobiernos locales podrian establecer
un acuerdo con el Departamento de Defensa (DOD)
como el que el Parque Nacional Big Bend tiene con el
Condado de Brewster. Los PILT, o "Pagos en Lugar de
Impuestos", son una forma para que el gobierno fed-
eral compense la enorme brecha en los impuestos a la

propiedad que de otro modo no existiria si una entidad
no exenta de impuestos fuera propietaria de ese terreno.

En Presidio, el alcalde John Ferguson plante6 la idea
de solicitar ayuda al DOD con proyectos en la ciudad.
Durante despliegues anteriores, los militares han asum-
ido proyectos fuera de servicio, como la nivelacion de
carreteras y la renovacién de edificios. "Creo que qui-
eren participar, y basicamente solo necesitamos encon-
trar la manera de que lo hagan", dijo en una reunién del
consejo municipal el 3 de junio.

Kendall Woodard, portavoz de la Fuerza de Tarea
Conjunta Frontera Sur del DOD, afirm¢é que el ejérceito
estaba abierto a sugerencias. “Agradecemos ideas para
brindar oportunidades para educar y fortalecer las rel-
aciones con las comunidades locales y sus miembros
respecto a nuestra mision, mientras nos mantenemos
enfocados en nuestra prioridad nimero uno: lograr el
100% del control operativo de la frontera”, escribié en
una declaracion a The Sentinel.

Abbott ordena la creacion de un equipo de

respuesta al gusano barrenador

La semana pasada, Abbott ordené al Departamento de
Parques y Vida Silvestre de Texas y a la Comision de
Salud Animal de Texas la creacion de un Equipo Con-
junto de Respuesta al Gusano Barrenador del Nuevo
Mundo en Texas. Esto se debe a la reciente propagacion
del gusano barrenador hacia el norte.

“La mision del Equipo de Respuesta es clara: liderar
los esfuerzos de prevencion y respuesta de Texas y ga-
.| rantizar que Texas se mantenga informado, preparado y
| alineado para prevenir el resurgimiento de este parésito

| destructivo”, declar6 Abbott en el comunicado de pren-
R sa. “Estamos listos para proteger nuestra tierra, ganado

CAPITAL HIGHLIGHT

y vida silvestre”.

Las importaciones de animales en la frontera sur se
han detenido debido al aumento de brotes en México.
Brotes anteriores en las décadas de 1950 y 1960 se de-
tuvieron en gran medida mediante la cria de moscas es-
tériles, y se esta llevando a cabo una iniciativa similar.
El gusano barrenador del Nuevo Mundo es una mosca
parasita cuyas larvas se alimentan de ganado, vida sil-
vestre y, en raras ocasiones, de humanos.

Gary Borders es un veterano y galardonado peri-
odista texano. Publico varios periodicos comunitarios
en Texas durante 30 aiios, incluyendo periodicos en
Longview, Fort Stockton, Nacogdoches, Lufkin y Cedar
Park. gborders@texaspress.com.
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Border crackdown

(Continued from page 1)

sasters — experts and advocates say any policy that pushes migrants into the
desert will likely cost lives.

Immigrant rights groups and researchers say more migrants are taking dead-
lier routes to enter the country since Texas launched Operation Lone Star in
2021 — flooding the border with state troopers, National Guard and miles of
razor wire — as the federal government’s ever-changing immigration policies
have delayed or blocked migrants who want to claim asylum in the U.S.

“Any state lawmaker or local leader should be aware that these policies
come at a human cost,” said Aimée Santillan, a policy analyst at the Hope Bor-
der Institute, an immigrant rights advocacy group in El Paso. “So anyone that
decides to approach this type of enforcement is making a decision that they can
live with these deaths.”

Meanwhile, bodies lie in the desert, unidentified, for months at a time. Eight
months after Carpenter and Holeman’s group reported the set of six remains
to authorities, many of the bones were still there. It remains unclear how New
Mexico state and local officials intend to address the need for more resources
to retrieve and identify the bodies.

The striking increase in deaths in the New Mexico and West Texas desert is
part of a global surge in migration. According to United Nations statistics from
2024, the number of immigrants worldwide has doubled since 1990, with 304
million people living in a country other than the one in which they were born.

Last year was also the deadliest on record for migrants worldwide, accord-
ing to the UN’s International Organization for Migration.

“The rise in deaths is terrible in and of itself, but the fact that thousands re-
main unidentified each year is even more tragic,” said Julia Black, coordinator
of IOM’s Missing Migrants Project.

Neither the Trump administration nor elected officials from Texas or New
Mexico have addressed the issue, even as the number of bodies discovered has
skyrocketed.

Abbott’s office blamed former President Joe Biden’s “open-border policies”
for the loss of life when asked for comment. “The heartbreaking increase in
deaths is the direct result of the chaos President Biden unleashed on the bor-
der,” said Andrew Mahaleris, Abbott’s press secretary.

New Mexico Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham also laid the blame on the fed-
eral government.

“While state officials are sometimes called upon to respond to emergencies,
immigration remains a federal responsibility. Gov. Lujan Grisham has consis-
tently called on every administration — Trump, Biden, and now Trump again
— to fulfill federal obligations at the border and provide adequate resources for
humanitarian and law enforcement efforts,” her spokesperson Jodi McGinnis
Porter said in an email.

This piece was first published in The Texas Tribune on June 16, 2025.
1o read this piece in its entirety (or to hear an audio version), visit https://
www.texastribune.org/2025/06/16/texas-operation-lone-star-border-el-paso-
deaths-migrants-new-mexico.

Area tourism

(Continued from page 1)
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a lack of information,” Chris Ruggia, the City of
Alpine’s tourism director, said at last week’s board
meeting. “They don’t know for sure what the po-
tential impact on room availability is going to be.”

Ruggia said that this year’s Spirits of the West
festival in Alpine saw a big dip in attendance this
spring because many attendees were unable to se-
cure rooms in town and had to commute from Fort
Stockton — a dangerous and unappealing prospect
for an event centered around booze. (The Sentinel
reached out to the event organizers but didn’t re-
ceive a response.)

Both Juarez and Ruggia brought up short-term
rentals as a possible solution. In Presidio, the mar-
ket is small and mostly unregulated; in Brewster

County, it’s a booming multimillion dollar busi-
ness. The Department of Defense (DOD) tends to
contract with chain hotels, but beefing up short-
term rental stock could be a region-wide solution to
the temporary room shortage.

Ruggia also wondered if local governments
could set up an agreement with the DOD like the
one Big Bend National Park has with Brewster
County — PILTs, or “Payments in Lieu of Taxes,”
are a way for the federal government to make up for
the enormous gap in property taxes that would oth-
erwise not exist if a non tax-exempt entity owned
that land.

In Presidio, Mayor John Ferguson floated the
idea of asking the DOD for help with projects

around town — during past deployments, service
members have taken on off-duty projects like road
grading and building renovations. “I think they
want to be involved, and basically we just need to
find a way to let them do that,” he said at a city
council meeting on June 3.

Kendall Woodard, spokesperson for the DOD’s
Joint Task Force Southern Border, said that the mil-
itary was open to suggestions. “We welcome ideas
for opportunities to educate and strengthen relation-
ships with local communities and their members re-
garding our mission while we remain focused on
our number one priority — achieving 100% oper-
ational control of the border,” she wrote in a state-
ment to The Sentinel.

AN ORDINANCE 2025-7 OF THE CITY OF PRESIDIO, TEXAS;
AMENDING ORDINANCE NOL 2022-6, “SHORT-TERM RENTAL”
PROVIDING FOR THE REGULATION OF SHORT-TERM RENTALS.
ESTABLISHING AUTHORITY TO ENFORCE; PROVIDING A
PENALTY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE;
PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; AND PROVIDING FOR
PROPER NOTICE AND PUBLICATION; AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
City of Presidio

City Secretary

P.O. Box 1899

July 4th events

July 4th Celebration — Alpine

Friday, 7/4,10 am. - 11 p.m.

The annual gathering will once again be at the Brewster County Courthouse
lawn. It starts with a parade from Kokernot Park to the courthouse, see the
map of the route below and the detailed schedule of events. https://visitalpinetx.
com/event/july-4th-celebration/

Coolest 4th of July — Fort Davis
Friday, 7/4
+ 8 am.: Coolest 5K in Texas, Jeff Davis County Park
* 10 a.m. - 8p.m.: Vendors at the courthouse
* 9 am. sign up: G and G Cornhole Tournament, 10 a.m. play
* 11 a.m.: Live music on the lawn w/Bucket Of Bullets
* 2 p.m.: 5K race winner announcement by FD Education Foundation
* 3 p.m.: Live music on the lawn w/ Hall's Last Call
* 7 p.m.: Live music at Kelly Pavilion, Doug Moreland's Family Barn Dance
(tickets required)

Saturday, 7/5

* 7:30 a.m.: Pancake breakfast at Church In The Mountains

* 10 a.m.: Hometown parade, winners announced at 1:30 p.m.

* 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.: Vendors at the courthouse

* 11 a.m.: Pet pageant by Grand Companions

* 11 a.m.: BBQ by JDC Livestock Association

* 12 p.m.: Live music on the lawn w/ Rick Ruiz and A Few Too Many

* 1:30 p.m.: Parade winners announced

* 2 p.m.: Tumbleweed Smith's "Outrageous Texans" at Fort Davis Chamber
office

* 3 p.m.: Pie contest by Food Pantry of Jeff Davis County

* 4 p.m.: Live music on the lawn w/ Mariachi Santa Cruz

* 8 p.m.: Live music at Kelly Pavilion, Tejas Brothers

* 9:45 p.m.: Fireworks extravaganza at Jeff Davis County Park

* 10:30 p.m.: Live music at Kelly Pavilion, A-Train and the Texicanos (tick-
ets required)

Sunday, 7/6

* 2 p.m.: 1880s baseball game at Fort Davis National Historic Site

* 4 p.m.: Artillery demonstration at Fort Davis National Historic Site
See https://www.fortdavis.com/Coolest4th for more information.

Los Yonke Gallos VS Austin Ramblers — Marfa

Friday, 7/4, 4 p.m. at Vizcaino Field

Come enjoy BBQ by SlowBurn, buy a raffle ticket and watch some sandlot
béisbol!

Follow @losyonkegallosdemarfa & @eastaustin_ramblers
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* 58

Servicio de calidad en el "ue puedes contar.

Fundraiser Golf Tournament — Marfa

Saturday, 7/5, 10 a.m. at the Marfa Golf Course. Registration begins at
8 a.m.

Hosted by Thin Blue Line Charity

$120 entry fee, two-person teams. Free hamburger lunch included with
entry fee. Door prizes will be awarded. All proceeds go towards presents
for Presidio County children at the 2025 Community Holiday Giveaway.
To enter or for more information, call the Sheriff’s Office at 432-729-4309.

July 4th weekend — Marathon

Saturday, 7/5

On July 5 starting at 6 p.m., the Friends of the Post will host the annual
4th of July Dance at Post Park — a Marathon tradition for over 100 years.
A full weekend of events is scheduled every July 4th weekend around
the Dance at Post Park, including fireworks, a parade, chili cook-offs,
all-school reunions, BBQs, and more!. The Marathon Volunteer Fire De-
partment and the Marathon Independent School District also hold annual
fundraiser events throughout 4th ofJuly Weekend.

July 4th activities — Presidio

Friday, 7/4, Free pool time!

The City of Presidio Aquatics Center will have free admission on July
4 and open until 10 p.m.

Saturday, 7/5, parade and fireworks starting at 7 p.m.

Parade begins at 7 p.m. at City Hall and ends at the city pool. There will
be music, vendors, and fireworks (shows 10 p.m. to midnight). Bring your
lawn chairs!

120th anniversary celebration — Sanderson

Friday 7/4, and Saturday 7/5

Terrell County is celebrating its 120th anniversary this week in high
style with an array of family-friendly events across town. On Friday, the
town will be hosting a street dance starring Craig Carter from 8 p.m. to
midnight. Saturday will kick off with a parade (lineup begins at 10:30 a.m.
at the bank), followed by an afternoon chock full of activities on the court-
house lawn. Another street dance will commence at 8 p.m. on Saturday
with music by the Western Express.

Parade — Terlingua

Friday, 7/4, 6 p.m.

The parade will kick off at 6 p.m., with parade lineup beginning at 5:30
p.m. at the Cottonwood grocery store, led by Grand Marshal Susan Martin.
Chief Susan Martin is being honored for her service to the community.
Following will be live music and food at the TFEMS building off Highway
170.

Presidio, TX 79845

Physical Address: 507 W. O’Reilly St., Presidio, Texas
Or email to: bornelas@presidiotx.us

The Presidio County Appraisal District is seeking a full-time Data
Processor Clerk for our Marfa office. Bi-lingual preferred. Must

8:00 am- 5:00 pm. High School/GED required. Please submit
applications/resume to the Presidio CAD Office, P O Box 879,
Marfa, Texas 79843 or by email cramirez@presidiocad.org . . All
applications must be submitted by August 1, 2025 . The Presidio
CAD is an equal opportunity employer.

07/03,07/10,07/17,07/24-2025

JOB OPENING

be able to work M-F,

PCHS - Now Hiring

Sterilization Tech, Dental Hygienist, Dental Assistant

For our Presidio location:

Full /Part Time

1501 N. Erma Ave.
Presidio, TX 79845

The City of Presidio is calling out for Letters of Interest from the public for one seat to
the Presidio Planning & Zoning Commission.

Must be a registered voter of the municipality and reside at said city for at least six-
months, pursuant to Texas Local Government Code Section 22.032.

Please submit your application and Letter of Interest to the address below:

Physical Address: 507 W. O’Reilly St., Presidio, Texas

Or email to: bornelas@presidiotx.us

Open Until Filled

City of Presidio

City Secretary
P.O. Box 1899

Presidio, TX 79845
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