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Early voting in
runoffs ends Friday

Early voting in both the Dem-
ocratic and Republican runoff
races ends Friday, May 22, with
the election on Tuesday, May 26.

On the GOP side, the statewide
runoffs are:
e U.S. Senate:
John Cornyn and Ken Paxton
e Texas attorney general:
Mayes Middleton and Chip Roy
e Texas Railroad Commission:
Jim Wright and Bo French
e Texas Court of Criminal
Appeals Place 3:
Alison Fox and Thomas Smith

The statewide Democratic
runoffs are:
e Lieutenant governor:
Vikki Goodwin and Marcos Vélez
e Attorney general:
Nathan Johnson and Joe Jaworski

There are also runoff races
for several House seats, the State
Board of Education, and Texas
Senate District 19, which runs
along the U.S.-Mexico border.
Voters who cast ballots in the
March GOP primary can’t vote in
the Democratic runoff races, and
vice versa. Registered voters who
did not participate in the March
primary can vote in either party’s
runoff election but not both.

Grimes County
residents question
proposed chip
facility

Elon Musk’s bid to build what
he calls the world’s largest com-
puter chip manufacturing facil-
ity in Grimes County, southeast
of College Station, is drawing
opposition from some residents,
according to the San Antonio
Express-News. Musk is seeking
tax breaks to build the facility,
dubbed Terafab.

Supporters say the initial $55
billion investment would later
double in subsequent phases,
which is too good to pass up. Op-
ponents question the track re-
cord of Musk’s businesses, such
as SpaceX, and whether the huge
company needs tax breaks.

“I believe it would be im-
moral to give this company tax
abatement when we have serious
concerns about health issues and
safety issues,” county resident
Jacqueline Ross told Grimes
County commissioners.

SpaceX was fined nearly
$150,000 in 2024 for breaking
clean water laws after a fuel spill at
its South Texas launch site. It also
was cited for illegally discharging
wastewater into wetlands near its
Boca Chica facilities.

The company is seeking a
$1.75 trillion valuation when it
goes public in a few months,
prompting some residents to
question why it needs a tax break.

Gary Borders is a veteran
award-winning Texas journalist.
He published a number of com-
munity newspapers in Texas dur-
ing a 30-year span, including in
Longview, Fort Stockton, Nacog-
doches, Lufkin and Cedar Park.
Email: gborders@texaspress.com.

Texas’ migrant
deportation law
likely to be blocked

A new law allowing state of-
ficials to arrest and deport un-
documented immigrants took
effect last week, but it appears
likely a federal judge will soon
move to blockit, according to the
Houston Chronicle. U.S. District
Judge David A. Ezra has previ-
ously called the law “patently
unconstitutional,” but delayed
making a ruling.

Senate Bill 4 has been stymied
since its passage by legal chal-
lenges arguing that immigration
enforcement is under the pur-
view of the federal government,
not state governments.

“Gov. Abbott is the sovereign
governor of the state of Texas.
He is not the president of the
United States,” Ezra said. “DPS
officers are not ICE agents.”

The GOP majority in the Texas
Legislature passed the law during
an immigration surge during the
Biden administration. That surge
has since receded, and few GOP
lawmakers have been pushing for
the law to be implemented, ac-
cording to the Chronicle.

Lottery Commission,
ex-director face
criminal charges

Former Texas lottery director
Gary Grief and the Texas Lottery
Commission have been charged
with misusing their positions
in a 2023 Lotto Texas drawing
worth $95 million, the Austin
American-Statesman  reported.
The criminal charges assert the

agency helped international gam-
blers engineer a guaranteed win.

Agency officials helped pro-
fessional bettors purchase nearly
every possible six-number com-
bination—more than 25 million
tickets—assuring  they would
win the $95 million jackpot, ac-
cording to the charges. However,
Grief’s attorney issued a state-
ment saying, in part, “When all
facts are revealed in court, the
public will see that Gary’s leader-
ship at the Lottery Commission
generated millions of dollars for
Texas schools and veterans and
there was no crime.”

Grief and the commission are
charged with abuse of official
capacity, a broadly worded of-
fense alleging “intent to harm or
defraud another” by misusing
“government property, services,
personnel or any other thing of
value belonging to the govern-
ment,” the Statesman reported.

Texas oil industry
at war with itself

The GOP runoff race for a seat
on the Texas Railroad Commis-
sion is pitting oil industry leaders
against each other. Many small-
scale oil companies are supporting
former Tarrant County Republi-
can Party chair Bo French because
of incumbent Jim Wright’s efforts
to lead reforms at the commission,
the Houston Chronicle reported.

“I can’t support Jim Wright, be-
cause Jim Wright makes rules that
are silly forlots and lots and lots of
operators,” said Lance Thomas,
manager of Albany-based Stasney
Well Service. His company is su-
ing the Railroad Commission over
new rules about how oil operators
manage onsite waste pits.

A political action committee
associated with oil billionaire
Tim Dunn, a conservative mega-
donor, has contributed at least
$350,000 to French’s campaign.
On the flip side, Chevron, Exxon
Mobil, and other major oil com-
panies have contributed to PACs
backing Wright.

French has drawn contro-
versy for public comments he has
made about Muslims and DEI.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-
winning lexas journalist. He
published a number of community
newspapers in lexas during a 30-
year span, tncluding in Longview,
Fort Stockton, Nacogdoches,
Lufkin and Cedar Park. Email:
gborders@texaspress.com.

CLASSIFIEDS AND PUBLIC NOTICES

ANIMAL
ATTENDANT
WANTED

Fort Davis Veterinary Services seeks
a fulltime team member to assist
Mon-Fri and some weekends, approx
40hrs/week, providing for animal
needs; walking/feeding/cleaning,
giving medications, holding and
transporting pets. Training provided.
$16/hr to start. Call to set up a visit,
or write: 432-426-3086 or
info@fdvets.com

VETERINARY
ASSISTANT
(OR LICENSED
TECHNICIAN)
WANTED

Fort Davis Veterinary Services
seeks a fulltime team member to
assist Mon-Fri approx 40hrs/week,
providing for animal needs, assisting
the doctors with medications/
laboratory sampling/surgery prep/
holding and transporting pets.

We will train if no experience. $18/hr
starting. Call to set up a visit, or write:
432-426-3086 or info@fdvets.com

LEGAL NOTICE

Application has been made with
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage
Commission for a Mixed Beverage
Permit with Late Hours Certificate
by Busted Bronc LLC, dba Busted
Bron to be located at 1401 E Santa
Fe Ave, Presidio, Presidio County,
TX79845. Officer is Russell
LaFave- member.

All Work, All Play.
Why Choose?

Limited time offer! $10 off our best internet plan!”

BBT

New and returning customers welcome
Built-in security and network management £
$10 in monthly streaming credit”
Free Wi-Fi extender”

A 800.592.4781
/) bigbhend.com

*Available to qualifying new customers in eligible service areas. $10 off promotion only available on Work&Play plans.
No contract required. Standard rates apply after promotional period. Streaming credit only available on Work & Play plans.
Wi-Fi extender included if needed. Restrictions apply. Visit bigbend.com/legal for details.

FREE INSTALL
NO CONTRACT

LIMITED TIME!
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Visiting
Scholar

Judd Foundation and the
Chinati Foundation present a
discussion with architect
and researcher Come Rolin.

Thursday, May 28
6:00pm
The Crowley Theater

This talk will consider Donald
Judd’s architecture through
an analysis of his drawings
and writings of architectural
projects, dating from the
unrealized structures he
conceived for Baja California,
Mexico and the American
Southwest.

La Fundacion Juddy la
Fundacién Chinati presentan
un debate con el arquitecto
e investigador Come Rolin.

This event is free and open to
the public.

This program has been made possible through
the generous support of Fairfax Dorn.

JUDD

Jueves, 28 de Mayo
6:00pm
The Crowley Theater

Esta charla considerara la
arquitectura de Donald Judd
através del analisis de
dibujos y escritos de sus
proyectos arquitectonicos,
empezando por las
estructuras no realizadas
que concibioé para Baja
California, Méxicoy el
suroeste de los Estados
Unidos.

Este evento es gratis y
abierto al publico.

Este programa ha sido posible gracias al
generoso apoyo de Fairfax Dorn.
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