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Our100th Year

Marfa, Texas * TWO DOLLARS.

KATE BUBACZ

The staging site being built for Fisher Industries in Presidio on FM 170 has rented equipment and office trailers.

Data center investors
seek a section of land
in Presidio city

Plan starts with
a gas-powered
electric generator

Presidio

The dusty outskirts of Pre-
sidio could soon be covered in
warehouses of data centers. Two
proponents of a data center com-
plex sought early interest in a
deal to build within the industrial
zone from the Presidio Municipal
Development District Board.

“What we ask for from the
county is large portions of land,”
said Gerardo Barrera, a founding
partner at Lead Capital, a finan-
cial services firm from Mexico
City that is involved in the pro-
posal. He told the board on June
3 that Lead Capital investors are
seeking between 200 and 250
hectares of land, or the equivalent
of a square mile, from both the
city and county of Presidio.

Their initial proposal, which
has not been formally submitted,
would include building a gas gen-
erator plant to ensure constant
power for a 100 megawatt data
center complex.

The presenters downplayed
the skepticism that has met data
centers elsewhere in Texas and
across the nation, and stressed
that the site would follow environ-
mental regulations.

“It’s a great opportunity for
the county, and a lot of counties
are doing it.” said Jesus Leyva, a
representative from Maachi, a lo-
cal company affiliated with Lead
Capital, on the proposal. “Hav-
ing the municipality as a partner
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can create long-term economic
investment.”

Texas has become a top des-
tination for the data center gold
rush, with over 400 built already
and another 248 on the way. An
analysis by the Texas Tribune
found that data center builders
have started seeking out rural
and unincorporated areas where
regulation is limited and they can
proceed despite sometimes stiff
local resistance.

Data center sites require a
huge amount of land and wa-
ter resources. A 100 megawatt
data center would draw the same
amount of electricity as 50,000
homes. Residents living near data
centers across the country claim
they cause toxic air and water pol-
lution, and spiking energy prices.
A constant low level hum from the
whirring processors can be heard
for up to two miles away, causing
distress and anxiety, according to
critics of the centers.

The economic benefit is
murky. Functioning essentially as
a warehouse for processing units,
data centers don’t require long-
term employment in the same
way that a factory does. The jobs
created are usually limited to the
initial construction and ongoing
maintenance. Texas misses out
on at least $3.2 billion dollars
every year in state tax revenue
from data centers, a figure that
was released by the comptroller’s
office. Local tax opportunities are
also limited.

Leyva estimated that the first
phase of the project would gener-
ate 300 jobs for the 18 months of

Continued on page 2

Centennial postponed

“Despite enthusiasm for the
Sentinel centennial, including a
Jimmie Dale Gilmore benefit on
June 20, we’re moving the dates
back,” said Roger Black, publish-
er. With our lean staff it seemed
better to devote our energies now
to journalism—the reason for the
publication.”

“We’ll set a date in the fall,” said
Rob D’Amico, editor.” Meanwhile,
the team is out reporting area
news—and furthering community
dialog, he said. “We’ll stage a cel-
ebration that’s a springboard to
the next hundred years.”

Ofhcial
hired alter
drug

charges

Charges included
tampering

with evidence,

and resisting arrest

By GINA VERA
and Ros D’Amico
Alpine

City Secretary and former
Interim City Manager Geoffrey
“Geo” Calderon was fired Tues-
day night following his arrest on
May 31 on charges including pos-
session of a controlled substance
and resisting arrest.

Calderon, 36, worked for the
city since 2018, was appointed
secretary in 2021, and served as
interim city manager until the
January appointment of Henry
Arredondo. He has been the chief

Continued on page 2

Border TRUMP WAIVES
~ GREEN LAWS FOR
staging BIG BEND WALL

wall

begins

By KaTE BuBacz
Presidio

The heavy machinery is mov-
ing in. Barely a week after receiv-
ing a $2.6 billion federal contract
for border wall construction, sub-
contractors for Fisher Industries
have started to build a lay-down
site for equipment outside of
Presidio.

As the sun rose on Monday
morning, two subcontractors
from Arizona were looking at
plans and figuring out how to
grade and pave an area off FM170.
A rented maintainer, water truck
and front-end loader sat next to
three prefab buildings that will
become the Fisher offices. The
staging site is located on 14 acres
of private property owned by Her-
man Acosta within the Presidio
industrial park.

When reached by phone, a
man who identified himself as
Herman Acosta said that he didn’t
know anything about the happen-
ings in Presidio. He later relayed
that his son Herman Jr., the site
owner, leased the site to Fisher
Industries for their offices. In re-
turn, Fisher agreed to level off
and fence the property. His son
declined to comment further on
the lease terms.

The subcontractors indicated
that the site would be for staging
equipment related to the border
wall, and they did not know of
any plans for worker housing.
“There’s not alot of options,” said
one of the subcontractors, who
gave his name as Dylan.

The North Dakota headquar-
ters for Fisher Industries con-
firmed that a lay-down site was
being built in Presidio but did not
have details about further con-
struction plans. The company has
received two federal contracts
totalling $3.8 billion dollars to
build the border wall in Texas

Continued on page 2

Gives “CBP
unfettered authority
to do anything they
want within the
national park”

MARFA PUBLIC RADIO

By Travis BUBENIK

The Trump administration
is once again bypassing federal
environmental laws to speed up
work on border barriers and re-
lated infrastructure in the Big
Bend region of West Texas, this
time for a project in and around
the region’s namesake national
and state parks.

According to a preliminary fed-
eral notice released Monday, the
latest regulatory waiver will apply
to more than 100 miles of the U.S.-
Mexico border in the region, from
near the Closed Canyon trail in Big
Bend Ranch State Park through
the entirety of Big Bend National
Park and into remote parts of
southeastern Brewster County.

In the notice, Homeland Secu-
rity Markwayne Mullin wrote that
the administration is bypassing a
wide range of laws “to ensure the
expeditious construction of bar-
riers and roads” along the south-
ern border.

While U.S. Customs and
Border Protection continues to
insist it will not build a go-foot-
tall steel border wall in either
the state or national park, the
agency’s current plans call for a
mix of vehicle barriers, surveil-
lance technology and patrol road
upgrades in the parks as part of
a project dubbed “Big Bend 4.
A CBP spokesperson confirmed
that the latest waiver is intended
for that project.

This week’s waiver comes after
six former superintendents of Big
Bend National Park penned a
letter to Mullin urging him to not
take such a step.

“This is devastating news,
giving CBP unfettered authority

A view of the Rio Grande from the Boquillas Canyon Trail in Big Bend National Park.

to do anything they want within
the national park,” said Bob Kru-
menaker, the park’s most recent
former superintendent who now
chairs the Keep Big Bend Wild
advocacy group.

Technically, this latest regula-
tory waiverisn't new: It’s arevision
of a similar one issued in May for a
different stretch of the border.

Big concern: Impact of road

In Monday’s notice, Mullin
wrote that last month’s filing—
which initially applied to part
of the Rio Grande east of Big
Bend National Park—contained
an “incorrect” description of the
area covered by the waiver. The
new filing contains updated GPS
coordinates, changing the area of
the border where federal laws will

be bypassed.
Park supporters have been
particularly concerned about

the potential for new road build-
ing along the Rio Grande, which
Krumenaker said in a statement
advocates will “continue to do
everything possible to deter.”

“Their utter disregard for the
will of the people, the taxpayers’
money, the actual data showing
minimal numbers of border cross-
ings inside the park, and the values
that Texans and all Americans
hold dearasrepresented by the Na-
tional Parks leave us without suf-
ficient words to express,” he said.

In a statement, a CBP spokes-
person said the agency is coordi-
nating with the National Park Ser-
vice, the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department and other agencies.

“While there are priorities for
new border wall and detection
technology in [the Border Pa-
trol’s] Big Bend Sector, the com-
bination of barriers, roads, and
technology (cameras, infrared
illuminators, and other detection
technology) in the areas adjacent
to the Big Bend National Park and
State Park are still in the plan-
ning stages, while CBP focuses on
other higher priority locations,”
the agency said.

Continued on page 2

HANNAH GENTILES FOR MARFA PUBLIC RADIO



Bic BEND SENTINEL

June 11,2026

No official proposal yet Feds waive
on Presidio data center

Continued from page 1
construction, and then around
80 jobs long term. Barrera said
that no public money would be
required for the first phase of the
project. They said that there are
already interested investors, but
the exact customer for the data
center has not been identified.
This would be the first data cen-
ter project for Lead Capital and
Maachi.

“Here we're providing the needs
of these big tech companies, where
gas is cheap, and we can provide
access to Mexican workers where
the labor is cheaper,” said Barrera
when explaining why Presidio was
an attractive site. The industrial
site north of the city provides ac-
cess to roads and grid-tied power
lines. The LNG terminal and the
proposed geothermal power plant
could augment the proposed gas
power plant.

“Data centers bring everyone
together because it will make
money for yall, and it'll make
money for us,” said Leyva. Leyva
is a native of Presidio, and his
company Maachi is registered in
town, but he says that he lives and
works out of San Antonio. Barrera
is based in Mexico City.

John Kennedy, the executive
director of the municipal devel-
opment district, and Board Presi-
dent Laura Portillo recommend-
ed the investors submit a formal
written proposal and engage with
the community and city council
over concerns about the impact to
local health and the environment.

“There was a thought that a
smaller-scale data center could
be in the mix for the master plan
for the industrial park,” said Ken-
nedy, while noting that the risks
to air pollution and water use
would have to be addressed.

Board Treasurer Jiovannie
Escontrias expressed interest in
the project, noting that the city is

facing a $400,000 budget short-
fall. The investors said that in ad-
dition to building infrastructure
they would also consider paying
for the hazmat training necessary
for the fire department to deal
with the sensitive processors. The
training represents a substantial
cost to the city.—KaTe BuBacz

Presidio site
set for wall
equipment

Continued from page 1

alone. It has similar contracts for
border wall construction in New
Mexico, Arizona and California.

It’s unclear what land use
rights, if any, have been secured
by the Army Corps of Engineers.
Letters requesting right of entry
for construction and surveying
were sent to some landowners
along the border starting in
March and April.

Presidio County passed a reso-
lution in March against the bor-
der wall construction, although
there are no ordinances that
would directly apply. The staging
site is being built outside Presidio
city limits, which are a patchwork
on the north side of town fol-
lowing the sale and transfer of
parts of the industrial park. City
officials expressed frustration
with the federal government over
the lack of communication and
cooperation.

Looking south across the
highway towards the Matasaguas
mountains, one of the subcon-
tractors asked if that was Mexico.
He then asked how late the border
was open and made plans to go to
Ojinaga for dinner.

park
protections

Continued from page 1

CBP to ignore a wide range of
federal laws as it moves to install
or upgrade a mix of surveillance
technology, vehicle barriers and
patrol roads in the parks, as the
agency’s latest map of the Big
Bend 4 project calls for.

“These horrific plans are an
affront to the millions of Ameri-
cans who treasure Big Bend,” Lai-
ken Jordahl, an advocate with the
Center for Biological Diversity,
said in a statement. “Politicians
who've never set foot here are
signing a death warrant for this
wild and beautiful place.”

The Center noted that the
latest waiver notice, as written,
allows for the installation of new
border fencing, barriers, roads,
lighting, cameras, and sensors.

The latest development comes
as Customs and Border Protec-
tion is gearing up to begin con-
struction on an actual 3o0-foot
steel border wall through other
parts of the Big Bend region out-
side the parks within weeks.

Amid months of shifting plans
and public confusion about what
exactly the administration is
seeking to build in the region,
anti-wall advocates have contin-
ued to sound the alarm about the
physical wall plan, saying the ap-
proximately 175-mile border wall
through Hudspeth, Jeff Davis and
Presidio counties is still a threat.

Jordahl’s group, along with
West Texas residents, has already
sued the Trump administration
over an earlier federal regulatory
waiver intended to speed up the
steel border wall. He said the
Center for Biological Diversity
will fight the new waiver “with ev-
erything we've got.”

This article was published June 8
at marfpublicradio.org

Last looks!

See Oscar Hagerman:
Sillas de México and
Fred Sandback: Sculpture
before June 21.

Tours are free for Chinati members,
children under 17, active military, and
tri-county residents.

Open Wednesday-Sunday.

Book your guided tour at
chinati.org/visit

Council appoints interim city secretary

Continued from page 1

City Council meetings and over-
sees—at a top level-many of the
city’s projects. According to a bio
on the city’s website, Calderon is
an Alpine native and graduate of
Alpine High School.

“The city secretary position is
a revered position within Texas
municipalities, and as such, those
holding this title must be beyond
reproach,” said Alpine Mayor
Catherine Eaves. “The City Coun-
cil was left with no choice but
to terminate Geo Calderon’s em-
ployment with the effective date
June 10. It was with heavy hearts
that this decision was made, but
it was in the best interest of all our
citizens,” Eaves said.

The Alpine City Council voted
unanimously to remove Calderon
from his city position during a
special meeting that also included
the appointment of Clarinda Es-
pinoza as interim city secretary.

Espinoza has held the position
of human resources generalist for
the City of Alpine since Septem-
ber 2022.

“My heart goes out to Geo and
his family,” Eaves said following
the Tuesday meeting. “Drug ad-
dictionis a horrible thing that has
caused a lot of grief throughout
our country and which affects
individuals of all races, all socio-
economic levels, and all profes-
sions. Good people sometimes get
caught up in bad things. I wish
him success as he works on his re-
covery and forges a positive, pro-
ductive, and happy personal and
professional life in the future.”

Police arrested Calderon dur-
ing an early morning traffic stop
on charges of possession of a
controlled substance, resisting ar-
rest, tampering with evidence and
possession of a prohibited sub-
stance in a correctional/civil facil-
ity, according to records from the
Brewster County Sheriff’s Office.

Deputy Dustin  Chopelas
stopped a car Calderon was a
passenger in at 2:58 a.m. for not
signaling a turn soon enough at
Highway 118 and E. Gallego, ac-

cording to a probable cause af-
fidavit for Calderon’s arrest.

The affidavit by Chopelas
outlined the following sequence
of events, which started with:
“Heavy odor of alcohol was emit-
ting from the vehicle.” A 24-year-
old woman in the car admitted
to drinking, but the 22-year-old
male driver said he was a desig-
nated driver.

Police said Calderon “dis-
played nervous and deceptive
behavior inside the vehicle” as
well as when being questioned
outside the vehicle. Calderon also
emptied his pocket of a clear
container of liquid and threw it
in a yard. Rock-like substances in
the car tested positive for cocaine,
the affidavit said.

“An attempt to detain Calde-
ron was conducted,” the affidavit
stated. “Calderon resisted arrest
by pulling away and kicking Of-

ficer Juarez multiple times. Dur-
ing the search of Calderon [at
the jail], Calderon attempted
to destroy a clear plastic bag-
gie containing a white power like
substance by throwing it in the
bathroom toilet .. The contra-
band was retrieved out of the
toilet and later ... [the] substance
tested positive for the presence of
cocaine.”

Calderon was released from
Brewster County Jail that same
Sunday on a bond.

Possession of a controlled sub-
stance charges list the class of
drug, in this case Class 1, which in-
cludes cocaine. The charges were
for 1 gram to 4 grams. However,
Calderon’s charges specifically
included a “1-B” classification,
reserved for fentanyl. Since the
affidavit did not list any fentanyl
found, it’s still unclear why that
charge was levied.

LINKED-IN

Calderon: Arrested, fired, and now out on bail.
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Instalan centro de operaciones
para el muro fronterizo en Presidio

KATE BUBACZ

El sitio de operaciones que se estd habilitando para Fisher Industries en Presidio, sobre la carretera FM 170,
cuenta con equipo y remolques de oficina alquilados.

Por KATE BuBacz
Presidio

La maquinaria pesada esta lle-
gando al lugar. Apenas una sema-
na después de recibir un contrato
federal de 2.600 millones de
doélares para la construccion del
muro fronterizo, subcontratistas
de Fisher Industries han comen-
zado a habilitar un centro de aco-
pio y operaciones para el equipo
en las afueras de Presidio.

Al amanecer del lunes, dos sub-
contratistas de Arizona revisaban
los planosy calculaban cémo nive-
lar y pavimentar un terreno situa-
do junto a la carretera FM17yo.
Una motoniveladora alquilada, un
camion cisterna y una cargadora
frontal se encontraban junto a tres
estructuras prefabricadas que
serviran como oficinas de Fisher.
El centro de operaciones se ubica
en una propiedad privada de 14
acres perteneciente a Herman
Acosta, dentro del parque indus-
trial de Presidio.

Al ser contactado por teléfono,
un hombre que se identificé como
Herman Acostadijo no sabernada
sobre lo que estaba ocurriendo en
Presidio. Mas tarde informé que
su hijo, Herman Jr. —propietario

del terreno—, habia arrendado el
sitio a Fisher Industries para sus
oficinas. A cambio, Fisher acordé
nivelar y cercar la propiedad. Su
hijo rechazé hacer mas comen-
tarios sobre los términos del con-
trato de arrendamiento.

Los subcontratistas indicaron
que el sitio serviria para concen-
trar maquinaria relacionada con
el muro fronterizo y que descon-
ocian si existian planes para alo-
jar a los trabajadores. “No hay
muchas opciones”, comentd uno
de los subcontratistas, quien se
identificé como Dylan.

La sede central de Fisher In-
dustries en Dakota del Norte con-
firmé que se estaba construyendo
un centro de acopio en Presidio,
pero no ofrecié detalles sobre
planes de construccién adiciona-
les. La empresa ha obtenido dos
contratos federales por un total
de 3.800 millones de ddlares
para construir el muro fronter-
izo tnicamente en Texas. Cuenta
con contratos similares para la
construccién del muro en Nuevo
México, Arizonay California.

No esta claro qué derechos
de uso de suelo, si es que existe
alguno, ha obtenido el Cuerpo de

Ingenieros del Ejército. A partir
de marzo y abril, se enviaron
cartas a algunos propietarios de
tierras a lo largo de la frontera so-
licitando permiso de acceso para
realizar trabajos de construccion
y topografia.

El condado de Presidio aprobé
una resolucién en marzo oponié-
ndose a la construccién del muro
fronterizo, aunque no existen or-
denanzas municipales aplicables
directamente al caso. El centro
de operaciones se estd construy-
endo fuera de los limites de la
ciudad de Presidio; dichos limites
presentan una configuracién ir-
regular en el lado norte de la
localidad, producto de la venta
y transferencia de diversas sec-
ciones del parque industrial. Las
autoridades municipales expre-
saron su frustracion ante la falta
de comunicacién y cooperacion
por parte del gobierno federal.
Al mirar hacia el sur, cruzando
la carretera en direccién a las
montaiflas de Matasaguas, uno de
los subcontratistas pregunt6 si
aquello era México. Luego pre-
gunto hasta qué hora permanecia
abierta la frontera y planed ir a
cenar a Ojinaga.

Inversores de centros de datos buscan
grandes extensiones de terreno en Presidio

Presidio

Las polvorientas afueras de
Presidio podrian cubrirse pronto
de naves industriales destinadas a
centros de datos. Dos promotores
de un complejo de centros de
datos sondearon el interés inicial
de la Junta del Distrito de Desar-
rollo Municipal de Presidio para
un proyecto de construccién en la
zona industrial.

“Lo que solicitamos al condado
son grandes extensiones de terre-
no”, declar6 Gerardo Barrera, so-
cio fundador de Lead Capital, una
firma de servicios financieros de
Ciudad de México que participa
en la propuesta. El g de junio in-
formé ala junta que los inversores
de Lead Capital buscan entre 200
y 250 hectareas —el equivalente a
una milla cuadrada—, solicitindo-
las tanto al Ayuntamiento como al
condado de Presidio.

Su propuesta inicial, que atn
no se ha presentado formalmente,
incluiria la construccién de una
planta generadora de gas para ga-
rantizar un suministro eléctrico
constante a un complejo de cen-
tros de datos de 100 megavatios.
Los representantes restaron im-
portancia al escepticismo que han
suscitado los centros de datos en
otras partes de Texas y del pais, y
subrayaron que las instalaciones
cumplirian con las normativas
medioambientales.

“Es una gran oportunidad para
el condado; muchos condados
lo estan haciendo”, afirmé Jesus
Leyva, representante de Maachi —
una empresa local afiliada a Lead
Capital— al hablar sobre la pro-

puesta. “Contar con el municipio
como socio puede generar inver-
sién econdmica a largo plazo”.

Las instalaciones de centros
de datos requieren enormes
cantidades de terreno y recursos
hidricos. Un centro de datos de
100 megavatios consumiria tanta
electricidad como 50.000 hog-
ares. Los residentes que viven
cerca de centros de datos en todo
el pais denuncian que estas insta-
laciones provocan contaminacion
toxica del aire y del agua, asi
como un aumento en los precios
de la energia. Segun los criticos
de estos centros, el zumbido con-
stante de los procesadores en fun-
cionamiento puede escucharse a
una distancia de hasta dos millas,
causando malestary ansiedad.

El beneficio econdémico no esta
claro. Al funcionar esencialmente
como almacenes de unidades de
procesamiento, los centros de da-
tos no requieren empleo a largo
plazo de la misma manera que una
fabrica. Los empleos generados
suelen limitarse a la fase inicial de
construccion y al mantenimiento
continuo. Texas deja de percibiral
menos 3.200 millones de délares
anuales en ingresos fiscales estat-
ales procedentes de los centros de
datos, segtin datos de la oficina del
contralor. Las oportunidades de
recaudacién de impuestos locales
también son limitadas.

Leyvaestimé que la primera fase
del proyecto generaria 300 em-
pleos durante los 18 meses de con-
struccion y, posteriormente, unos
80 empleos a largo plazo. Barrera
afirmé que no se requeririan fondos

publicos para la primera fase del
proyecto. Sefialaron que ya existen
inversores interesados, aunque atin
no se ha identificado al cliente final
del centro de datos. Este seria el
primer proyecto de centro de datos
para Lead Capital y Maachi.

“Aqui satisfacemos las nece-
sidades de estas grandes empresas
tecnoldgicas: el gas es barato y
podemos facilitar el acceso a tra-
bajadores mexicanos, cuya mano
de obra es méas econémica”, explico
Barrera al justificar por qué Presi-
dio resultaba un emplazamiento
atractivo. El complejo industrial,
situado al norte de la ciudad, cuen-
ta con acceso a carreterasy a lineas
eléctricas conectadas a la red gen-
eral. La terminal de GNL y la
proyectada planta de energia geo-
térmica podrian complementar la
central eléctrica de gas propuesta.

“Los centros de datos benefi-
cian a todos, ya que generaran ga-
nancias tanto para ustedes como
para nosotros”, afirmé Leyva.
Leyva es oriundo de Presidio y su
empresa, Maachi, esta registrada
en la localidad, aunque él reside
y trabaja desde San Antonio. Por
su parte, Barrera tiene su sede en
Ciudad de México.

John Kennedy, director ejecu-
tivo del distrito de desarrollo
municipal, y la presidenta de la
junta, Laura Portillo, recomenda-
ron a los inversores presentar
una propuesta formal por escrito
y dialogar con la comunidad y
el ayuntamiento sobre las inqui-
etudes relativas al impacto en la
salud local y el medio ambiente.

— KaTE BuBacz
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Avid preservationist and cyclist,
with business acumen

IKE and his wife Debbie

arrived in the Davis Moun-
tains in 1997, rolled up their
sleeves and helped craft one of
the largest most important con-
servation projects in Texas. They
were inseparable, and they loved
the land and each other. The next
year they moved to the mountains
and never left.

Mike Murphy’s friends in Far
West Texas would describe him
as energetic, friendly, driven, fo-
cused, smart and good-natured.
He mastered many skills over his
71years.

Mike could create and under-
stand complex financial docu-
ments and real estate deals. He
possessed carpentry and wood-
working skills, would willingly
dig a trench in the West Texas
hardpan to establish a garden,
and could explain the ancient
Hebrew alphabet if anyone asked.
Mike had a well-defined sense of
right and wrong, and he called out
equivocation.

Mike Murphy, of Fort Davis,
passed away on May 25, Memorial
Day, 2026, ending a bedside vigil
by family members at MD Ander-
son Cancer Center in Houston.

Mike lived the urban, corpo-
rate life as a management and
technology consultant (IBM,
Ernst & Young, among others)
until the late 1990s, when he and
his wife Debbie bought acreage
at the foot of Arabella Mountain
near Limpia Crossing in Fort Da-
vis, Texas. By 1998 they’d built a
log home with inspiring views of
McDonald Observatory.

Mike jumped right into com-
munity work, helping develop
and teach leadership curriculum
for Leadership Big Bend. He was
interested in the dynamics of
groups and conducted workshops
in team-building and strategic
planning for local businesses and
nonprofit organizations.

Over the years, he held almost
every officer post in the Fort Davis
Lions Club. As a member of Fort
Davis United Methodist Church,
Mike was involved in a variety of
roles and committees and was a
familiar participant in local Bible
studies.

He brought his energy to the
board of Texas Mountain Trail,
a tourism promotion arm of the
Texas Historical Commission and
served two terms on the Jeff Davis
County Appraisal Review Board.

Mike’s passion for bicycle rid-
ing began when he raced bicycles
onvelodromes as a member of the
St. Louis Cyclones. Mike annually
helped plan and round up volun-
teers for the spring Hammerfest
bicycle races in the Davis Moun-
tains and Fort Davis Cyclefest,
the annual fall ride on the scenic
mountain loop around the town.

Foryears after the Davis Moun-
tains Preserve was established,
he was an active volunteer who
spent hundreds of hours clearing
roads, building trails and sharing
whenever possible how critical it
was to preserve this unique sky
island. Mike led hikes on the trails
and often cooked and cleaned for
scheduled public outings at the
Preserve.

Putting his business skills to
work, Murphy’s Pizzeria and Café

opened in Fort Davis using a pizza
dough recipe Mike said he’d been
carrying in his wallet for years.
With Mike as dough puncher and
pizza cook, the restaurant was
popular and successful until the
restaurant was sold.

Mike joined the Small Business
Development Center at SRSU as a
business advisor assisting clients
with startup planning, financial
analysis and marketing strategies.
Later he earned his real estate li-
cense and acquired Texas Moun-
tains Realty growing the business
until it was eventually sold.

All the while, Mike set aside
time for bike rides with Debbie,
and he frequently joined friends
from Marfa and Alpine on rides
and hikes. On a trip north, Mike
and Debbie explored Denali Na-
tional Park on a tandem bike. For
many Octobers, he explored the
canyons of southeast Utah with
friends from Fort Davis and Al-
pine. If someone spotted an inter-
esting looking cave, Mike would
scamper up the rocks to be first
to stick his head inside. Mike also
rode horses in cattle drives and
trail rides in Montana, Oklahoma,
Utah and Big Bend National Park.

Mike was born on November
18, 1954 in Evergreen Park, Il-
linois, grew up in the Chicago
area and attended Southern II-
linois University and National
Lewis University earning a BA in
behavior science. He is survived
by his wife, Debbie; siblings Philip
Murphy II (Julia), the late Jean-
nie Murphy-Mittal (Jim), the late

5

Susan “Suzie” Murphy, Eileen
Murphy Amlee (Duane), Sharon
Richardson (Tim), Mary Castle
(Kent) and David Murphy (Stacy
Alexander); sister-in-law Barbara
Brescian (John); and brother-in-
law Herb Johnson (Laura). Mike
is uncle, great-uncle, nephew,
cousin, and friend to many others.

A Celebration of Life will be
held at 2 p.m. on Sunday August
23, 2026, at Davis Mountains
Preserve Mclvor Conservation
Center.

Donations in Mike’s memory
may be made to Jeff Davis County
Food Pantry PO Box 244 Fort
Davis, TX 79734, foodpantry-jdc.
org or to the Fort Davis Volunteer
Fire Department P O Box 811,
Fort Davis, TX 79734.

Alpine native
nurtured family,
plants and pets

OLANDA Parras Marquez,
74, passed away on June 3,
2026, in Alpine, Texas.

Yolanda was born on July 8,
1951, in Alpine, Texas, to Fran-
cisco Parras and Ramona Ramos
Parras. She was raised in the com-
munity she loved and called home
throughout her life.

Yolanda married Reymario
Marquez of Sanderson, Texas,
and together they welcomed two
sons, Reymario Marquez Jr. and
Eric Jesus Marquez. Following the
loss of her husband in April 1979,
Yolanda continued to devote her-
self to raising her family with
strength, love, and determination.
Later, she married Ramon Yni-
guez of Alpine, Texas, with whom
she shared many years of compan-
ionship and love.

Throughout her life, Yolanda
was known for her strong work
ethic and dedication to serving
her community. She worked for
American National Insurance
and later for the Alpine Housing
Authority, where she built last-
ing relationships and earned the
respect and friendship of many
colleagues and residents.

She was preceded in death by
her parents, Francisco and Ramo-
na Parras; her brothers, Francisco
Parras Jr., and Ruben Parras;
and her first husband, Reymario
Marquez.

Yolanda is survived by her lov-
ing husband, Ramon Yniguez; her
sons, Reymario Marquez Jr. and
Eric Marquez and his wife, Hang
Marquez; her sister, Irma Lara;
her cherished grandchildren,
Rosella Marquez, Rosalyn Mar-
quez, and Eric Marquez Jr.; her
beloved great-grandson, Carlos
Aziel; and a great-granddaughter
expected to arrive soon. She is
also survived by numerous nieces,
nephews, extended family mem-
bers, and friends who will deeply
miss her presence.

Yolanda’s greatest joy in life
was spending time with her fam-
ily. She treasured every opportu-
nity to gather with her children,
grandchildren, and loved ones.
She had a special love for flow-
ers and plants and found great
happiness in nurturing them and
watching them grow. She was also
an avid animal lover who adored
cats and dogs, and she enjoyed
listening to music that brought
comfort and joy to her days. Her
home and heart were always open
to family, friends, and the pets she
loved so dearly.

May she rest in eternal peace.

Pallbearers : Eric Marquez Jr.,
Leo Lara Jr., Jessie Lara, Tony
Lara, Jerry Lara, Robbie Parras
and Tony Hernandez, and Adam
Arredondo.

Viewing is scheduled for June
11, 2026, from 1:00-9:00 p.m. at
Alpine Memorial Funeral Home,
Alpine, TX.

The Mass will be held on June
12, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. at Our
Lady of Peace Catholic Church in
Alpine, Texas.

Services are entrusted to Al-
pine Memorial Funeral Home and
gifts and condolences may be left
by visiting www.alpinememorial-
funeralhome.com.

PUBLIC NOTICES

NOTICE OF JOB
OPPORTUNITY

MEANS RANCH CO. LTD.

Jackie W. Means, Partner -
Email: jackie@meansranch.com
Telephone: 915-828-3547

1553 Moon Ranch Rd., Valentine,
Texas 79854

Personal Care Aide
40 Hrs/Wk
$11.33 / hour

e Administer bedside or personal
care, such as ambulation or
personal hygiene assistance.

e Care forindividuals, providing
companionship, personal care, or
help in adjusting to new lifestyles.

e Prepare and maintain records
of client progress and services

performed.

e Perform housekeeping duties,
such as cooking, cleaning, washing
clothes or dishes, or running
errands.

e Provide clients with
communication assistance, typing
their correspondence or obtaining
information for them.

e Plan, shop for, or prepare
nutritious meals or assist families
in planning, shopping for, or
preparing nutritious meals.

e Transport clients to locations
outside the home, such as to
physicians’ offices or on outings,
using a motor vehicle.

e Maintain client information or
service records.

Education Required: None
Must have at least 6 months of
experience working in an occupation

involving using knowledge and skills
to help others.

NOTIFICATION INSTRUCTIONS
This notice is being posted in
connection with the filing of an
application for permanent alien labor
certification.

ALLAPPLICANTS MUST REPORT
DIRECTLY TO THE EMPLOYER

Any person may provide documentary
evidence bearing on the application
to the regional certifying officer of

the Department of Labor. Include the
following address:

U.S. Department of Labor,
Employment and Training
Administration,

Office of Foreign Labor Certification,
200 Constitution Avenue NW,

Room N-5311,

Washington, DC 20210

AROUND
THE BIG BEND

Thursday June 11

CROSSWORD

The Beastin Me
By Rebecca Goldstein

Boxing at Maintenant
7:30am-9:00am

Maintenant, 1825 Rabbits Rd.
Marfa, TX

Skyline Drive Geology Tour
9:00am-11:00am

Davis Mountains State Park

Park Rd 3

Fort Davis, TX

Meditation
6:00pm, free and open to all
Marfa Public Library
Community Room
Marfa, TX
- @
Frid 12 "
riday june
y J 63

Desert Sketches-
Cochineal Dye
10:00am-11:00am

Big Bend Ranch State Park
Terlingua, TX

Indian Lodge Tour
4:00pm-5:00pm

Davis Mountains State Park
Park Rd 3

Fort Davis, TX

Live Music:

Gil Shackelford & Friends
7:00pm-10:0pm

Alcove Social, 211 E Holland Ave
Alpine, TX

Saturday June 13

Pollinators in the
Davis Mountains
Alpine Public Library
805 W. Avenue E
Alpine, TX

Agaves & The Animals That
Love Them

2:00pm-3:00pm

Davis Mountains State Park

Park Rd 3

Fort Davis, TX

Live Music: Marathon
Moonhorse on The Patio
8:00pm-10:00pm

Alcove Social, 211 E Holland Ave
Alpine, TX

Open Mic Night: Comedy
7:00pm-10:00pm

Alcove Social

211 E Holland Ave

Alpine, TX

Sunday June 14

Morning Bird Walk
9:00am-11:00am

Davis Mountains State Park
H3V6+Ggs, Park Rd 3

Fort Davis, TX

Sunday Slow Stretch

with Bailey

4:00pm-5:00pm

La Sala Studio, 207 E Holland Ave
Alpine, TX

Open Mic Night: Music
5:00pm-8:00pm

Alcove Social, 211 E Holland Ave
Alpine, TX

Tuesday June 16

Too-Early Tuesdays Sunrise
Hiking at CDRI

8:00am

Chihuahuan Desert Nature Center
& Botanical Gardens

43869 State Highway 118

Fort Davis, TX

Meditation

6:00pm, free and open to all
Marfa Public Library
Community Room

Marfa, TX

Trivia Tuesday
7:00pm-9:00pm
Alcove Social

211 E Holland Ave
Alpine, TX

Edited by Taylor Johnson
ACROSS

1

10
13
14
15
16

18

19
20
21

23
25
27

30
33

34
35

36

What a
skateboarder
might

grind on
Airship used
to promote
“Marty
Supreme”

in 2025
“How
adorable!”
Guesstimate
words

Less
forthcoming
National dish
of Vietham
“Who Wants
ToBea__ 7"
(In this clue’s
answer, note
letters 1, 4-7
and 11)

__ favor
(please, in
Spanish)
Small battery
size
Unspecified
degree
“Weekend
Update”
co-host Jost
Palindromic
title

Pickling
liquids
Dictation
machine
insert (...
letters 1, 6-8
and 12)
“The Whale”
actress Sink
“Never ____
lever..”

“I get it now!”
Name hidden
in “rotten idea”
Like a
crunchy
carrot

38 “Jump” duo
_ Kross

39 “Arrival”’
arrivals,
briefly

40 Lemon’s
cover

41 Restless

42 Localized
weather
conditions
(... letters 1,
3-6 and 12)

46 One parent
of amule

47 Ranch units

49 Singer and
actress
Janelle

50 King, in
French

51 Breathe it in!

54 Traveler’s
guess

55 Frantic rush
(... letters 1,
6-8 and 11)

60 Person
whose
House work
is often away
from home,
for short

61 Jogging, say

62 Torah

63

cabinets
Letter with
two curves

64 Grannies
65 Small bother
DOWN

1 Tomato

variety

2 Diva’s
chance to
shine
Imam’s faith
“ur hilarious”
Vietnamese
sandwich
NYC airport
code
V-l

N O LR

8 Prefix with 38 Joint above
“man” or the calf
“maid” 40 “Gotta Catch

9 Exact 'Em All”

10 Fruity franchise
dessert 41 Sunlit lobbies

11 Question of 43 Genetic
identity messenger

12 Threadbare 44 Celebrity chef

14 Trig ratio Samuelsson

17 Not 45 Nut used
mainstream in much

22 |, attimes Indigenous

24 Surrounded American
by cooking

25 Sheepish 48 Buffalo NHL
sounds player

26 Invitation 49 Insignificant
acronym 52 Kinds

28 Meaty 53 Take a
topping for breather

a hot dog 56 Santa ,
29 Simple California
30 Appeartobe 57 “Schitt’s
31 Remedies Creek” actor
32 Times spent Levy

out before 58 Mrs., in

time spent out Spanish
36 “Finally” 59 Cartog-

singer rapher’s

Peniston creation
37 Depend (on)
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OPINION

Truth: The first casualty of war

NE WAR after another

seems to be the new global

reality: Iran, Gaza, Leba-

non, Sudan, Ukraine, Min-

neapolis, D.C.; the list
seems almost as endless as the conflicts
themselves.

But make no mistake, in my view the
most important battle and the greatest
existential threat facing the United States
and the world is the war against truth. And
journalists are the guardians at the gates
in this one.

What is truth? What are lies?

Is President Donald Trump disingenu-
ous when he denies any ties to Jeffrey
Epstein, when he claims former Attorney
General James Comey is a criminal and
forces the Justice Department to pursue
false allegations against him, when he
claims to have obliterated Iran’s nuclear
capability, or when he spins out an endless
list of other flimsy or untrue assertions?
Is Pope Leo XIV disingenuous when he
advocates for peace and justice atop the
throne of an organization that defended
and hid hundreds of pedophile priests?
Was former President Bill Clinton ob-
fuscating when he said, “I did not have
sex with” Monica Lewinsky? Is the stock
market lying as its slipper boys on the floor
of the major exchanges pump the gas as
most average Americans burn? Are bots
telling the truth? Is the latest reel on your
Instagram true or some contrivance of
artificial intelligence?

You can answer these questions for
yourselves, consistent with whatever man-
tra you chant as you lay awake at night
sleepless over what to believe in a world
where George Orwell’s prescient novel
1984 comes to life before our very eyes.

I am no exception, except my mantra
is one I know to be true because I lived it
and continue to do so as a lifetime journal-
ist. My faith resides with journalism and
journalists, the real ones, the ones in the
trenches at The New York Times, the Wall
Street Journal, the Associated Press, Re-
uters, the Dallas Morning News, and yes,
Big Bend Sentinel and Marfa Public Radio,
to name a few. They are not muckrakers,
a profoundly myopic charge I hear often
from readers who yearn for “happy news.”
They are simply holding up the mirror of
history.

Community newspapers are the foot
soldiers, the grunts, in hand-to-hand com-
bat with the “spinners” and slingers of
half-truths lurking behind every Tweet,
or Trump’s personal propaganda funnel,
Truth Social. What a name, Truth Social;
the ultimate oxymoron.

Let’s talk about community journalism,
in particular Big Bend Sentinel and Marfa
Public Radio, the leading media outlets in
Far West Texas, where news, important
news, locally, regionally, nationally and
internationally intersect. And let’s talk
about the existential threat to our way of
life in Big Bend as the Trump administra-
tion schemes to destroy for all intents and
purposes Big Bend National Park and
State Park, among the crown jewels of
far West Texas, in pursuit of the lie that
hordes of Mexicans cross it every day to
kill us, rape us, and steal from us. Every
day the federal government’s story, and
the online map depicting enforcement
tactics, changes depending on the politi-
cal winds.

Where would we be on this issue with-
out the brave, relentless reporting of
Big Bend Sentinel’s Sam Karas and Rob
D’Amico, or Marfa Public Radio’s Travis
Bubenik, Mary Cantrell, and Zoe Kurland.
We’d certainly be the ones being duped,
and not by some illusory Mexican migrant.
They are the ones holding truth to power,
and we should all be grateful.

I have always tried to hold truth to
power in my reporting, much of it overseas
covering wars and other types of conflict.
One case was the war in Bosnia-Herze-
govina, where Serb forces were detaining
Bosnian-Muslim men, women and chil-
dren and subjecting them to unspeakable
war crimes in an ethnic cleansing cam-
paign. Dangerous times, and many of us
reporters spent our days dodging sniper
fire in the capital Sarajevo and trying to
decipher the truth from the lies. But like
our local reporters here in Far West Texas,
I knew I had an obligation to the world and
to my professional principles to be that
eyewitness to his-
tory, so I made the
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dangerous journey
to the northwest-
ern Prijedor region
and saw for myself

HECTOR (FRANCE)—CARTOONING FOR PEACE

the horror of concentration camps like
Omarska.

I teach journalism at Sul Ross State
University and advise the award-winning
Skyline student newspaper. In doing so,
as I did with the staffs I supervised at
United Press International, I feel as if I am
planting the seeds of the most important
principle of democracy enshrined in the
Constitution. It is not always easy during
this era of fungible truth, but they get
it. Even with all the flotsam and jetsam
bobbing around the Internet, they get
it. Yes, jetsam, like the truth today in the
United States, an item deliberately thrown
overboard in the wrong-headed belief that
it will save a ship in distress.

Let’s talk about some of today’s jetsam
these students and all of us must try to
decipher, for example former Homeland
Security Director Kristi Noem’s asinine al-
legation that Alex Pretti and Renee Nicole
Good deserved to be gunned down in the
streets of Minneapolis by federal immigra-
tion agents because they were domestic
terrorists. Or Russian President Vladimir
Putin justifying his illegal invasion of
Ukraine as a “special military operation”
to eliminate neo-Nazis.

Nevertheless, in the final analysis I am
optimistic that our republic will endure
and prosper, not because of its current
leadership, but despite it. And the “Fourth
Estate,” journalism, along with our judi-
ciary will be the institutions holding the
line.

Sidney Balman Jr. is a Pulitzer-nominated
war correspondent, writer in residence

at Sul Ross State University, and author
of the recently released novel The Mural,
based on the 2022 Uvalde school shooting.
Sidbalman.com
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Small businesses:

Backbone of “lexas

OR the mechanic in
Fabens, the family-
owned manufacturer
in El Paso, or the
small restaurant in
Five Points trying to make pay-
roll, economic uncertainty hits
close to home and is felt every
day by working families building
something from the ground up.

Small businesses keep our
communities moving. They
sponsor youth sports teams, hire
local workers, keep neighbor-
hoods vibrant and take risks that
large corporations often will not.
When the economy slows down,
they are usually the first to feel
the pressure and too often the
last to recover.

Small businesses are the
backbone of our economy. They
make up more than 99% of busi-
nesses in Texas, so when a small
business closes, our communi-
ties feel it immediately. Jobs
disappear, families lose income,
and neighborhoods lose part of
what gives them life. As a small
business owner myself, these
challenges are real and familiar.

Years of conversations with
welders, truckers, family restau-
rant owners, small manufactur-
ers and entrepreneurs across our
region have reinforced a consis-
tent reality: small businesses are
competing in an economy that
too often favors those with the
deepest pockets.

These conversations have
helped shape recent legislative
efforts. If Texas wants to remain
the best state in the nation to do
business, policy must go beyond
large corporations and ensure
small businesses can survive,
compete, and grow.

In this ever-evolving digital
age, one issue many small busi-
nesses have not traditionally had
to confront is cybersecurity. For
a large corporation, recovering
from a cyberattack is expensive.
For a small business, it can be
devastating.

A single ransomware attack
can shut down operations over-
night, damage customer trust
and leave owners facing lawsuits
and financial ruin.

That is why I authored Sen-
ate Bill 2610, the Cybersecurity
Safe Harbor Act, to strengthen
protections for small businesses
by encouraging proactive cyber-
security practices and providing
a legal safe harbor for those
that meet recognized cyberse-
curity standards. The goal is to
give small businesses the tools
they need to compete safely in a
digital economy.

Beyond cybersecurity, re-
ducing unnecessary red tape
remains essential. Too often,
small business owners spend

more time navigating unclear
regulations than running their
operations. I was proud to co-
author Senate Bill 14 to reduce
bureaucracy, simplify regula-
tions and strengthen the ability
to challenge state agency inter-
pretations of laws and rules.

The government should not
create barriers that only large
corporations can navigate.

Strengthening Texas’ manu-
facturing economy is another
priority. Texas is now the num-
ber one manufacturing state in
the country and exported nearly
$292 billion in manufactured
goodsin 2023 alone.

But many small and mid-sized
manufacturers continue to face
challenges keeping up with
rapid changes in technology,
automation, and digital systems.

That is why I authored Sen-
ate Bill 2925, creating the Task
Force on Modernizing Manufac-
turing. The task force will assess
the current state of manufactur-
ing in Texas, identify barriers
to adopting new technology,
measure the economic impact
of modernization, and develop
recommendations to strengthen
competitiveness.

Our region is ready to lead in
the next chapter of Texas manu-
facturing. SB 2925 ensures that
small businesses, local workers,
and our border economy aren’t
just keeping pace but helping
set the pace. This effort supports
good-paying jobs, strengthens
local industry, and positions El
Paso as a key player in modern
manufacturing.

Across the board, support
for expanding research and
development incentives, re-
ducing burdensome business
taxes, strengthening economic
development tools and increas-
ing property tax exemptions for
business inventory and equip-
ment all point to the same goal:
creating the conditions where
small businesses can succeed.

Small businesses are not ask-
ing for special treatment. They
are asking for a fair shot. They
want an economy where hard
work is rewarded, where regula-
tions are clear, where innovation
is encouraged, and where local
businesses are not overshad-
owed by large-scale corporate
interests.

The strength of Texas is built
by people who open their doors
before sunrise, work long hours,
and invest in their employees
and communities. I look for-
ward to continuing to work in
the Texas Senate to make sure
public policy supports small
businesses and keeps our com-
munities strong.

—Sen. CEsar BLanco

EDITOR’S NOTE

Does irony still work with a prank?

¢6 EXICAN Laborers
Needed for Border
Project:  $12/HR,”

and “Let’s Make America Safer
& Better Together: $12/HR.”
These flyers advertising for bor-
derwall workers have popped up
around the Big Bend over the
past couple of months, including
our first spotting of them on Big
Bend Sentinel’s door handle on
April 26.

We immediately knew this
was some kind of prank levied
at the company and its phone
numbers posted on the flyer—
Barnard Construction, one of
the construction companies
contracted for border wall con-
struction. But that didn’t stop
scores of people—an overwhelm-
ing majority, actually—thinking
they were real when posted on
social media.

One commenter called it “the
ultimate irony” in asking for
Mexican laborers—to be paid a

pitiful hourly wage—to build a
wall thatisintended to keep their
people out of the United States.
Of course, since it’snotreal, irony
would only apply if you knew in
your mind that this was satire.
We'll leave it up to readers

on whether this is a good way to
fight the border wall, with the
idea that Barnard’s phone lines
(yes, they are real on the flyer)
would light up with people ask-
ing for jobs. We called Barnard,
and a company spokesperson

Believeable?: Two of the flyers seen around the border region

said it had nothing to do with the
flyers and that many people had
called inquiring about them-—
mostly people asking if they are
real, although with a few real job
seekers.

The spokesperson said it was
absurd to think that Barnard
would pay people such a low
wage, that all wages they pay are
much higher, and anyone work-
ing on projects would need to be
documented. Recruiters and the
company’s website are the meth-
ods they use to find laborers and
workers at all levels, they said.
Several other people also had
called the company and received
the same response.

The flyers are a good lesson
on stopping and taking a mo-
ment to think about what you're
seeing on social media and treat-
ing everything with some level
of suspicion, with fact checking
hopefully providing certainty.

—Ros D’Amico
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Lucas Dimick, 2666 Project, page 179

Lucas Dimick, 2666 Project, page 277

Lucas Dimick, 2666 Project, page 271

Visualizing the ‘emotional imprint’ from a book

Dimick exhibit

at Eugene Binder
features 457 pages
of paintings

HE PREMIERE of art-

I ist Lucas Dimick’s 2666
Project will take place June

12-20 in Marfa at Eugene Binder
located at 218 Highland Street.
The exhibition of 457 individual
paintings made directly on the

pages of a book will open with a
public reception with the artist on
Friday, June 12, from 7 p.m. to 9
p.m. and will be on view through
Saturday, June 20.

“The 2666 Project is a series
of paintings made directly onto
the pages of a physical paper-
back copy of Roberto Bolaiio’s
novel 2666, Dimick says. “The
book, unfinished at the time of the
author’s death, is sprawling, frag-
mented, and haunting. It moves
through overlapping narratives
of violence, obsession, academia,

and art that, for me, left behind a
lingering sense of unease about
global economic systems and their
effect on people pushed to the
margins of a globalized world.”

Dimick is an award-winning in-
dependent animator whose work
has been presented at the Blanton
Museum of Art, Museum of Hu-
man Achievement, the Chicago
Underground Film Festival, and
the Marfa Film Festival. He lives
in Austin.

“I'have painted over every odd-
numbered page, for a total of 457

pages/paintings,” Dimnick says.
“My intention was not to create
illustrations that directly match
the narrative, but to make work
based on the impressions and
emotional imprint the book left
me with. By painting on every
odd-numbered page of the book,
transforming the physical copy
of the book into a continuous
sequence and complete visual
object.”

“The goal isn’t to explain or in-
terpret 2666, but to remain with
the feeling it left behind,” Dimick

adds. “My intent is to create a
standalone work layered onto a
preexisting one—a transformation
of a mass-produced object into
something that stands on its own.”

A talk with the artist will air on
Marfa Public Radio during the
Marfa Mystery Hour program on
Wednesday, June 17, at 8 p.m. A
closing reception for the show will
take place on Saturday, June 20,
from 5-7 p.m.

More information and images
of the work can be found at: www.
lwdimick.com/2666-project

Museum
of the Big
Bend hosts
summer
art camp

Alpine

Young artists will have a chance
to explore their creative side this
July as the Museum of the Big Bend
hosts its annual Summer Art Camp.

Running from July 20-24,
2026, the camp will take place
at the museum’s Cultural Events
Center, located on the Sul Ross
State University campus. The
week-long camp is split into two
age-specific half-day sessions:

e Ages 4to 6:9 a.m. to noon

e Ages 7t010:1p.m. to 4 p.m.

Tickets are $50 for non-
members and $35 for museum
members. Parents looking to se-
cure the discount can join or
donate during the online regis-
tration process. Because the
museum prioritizes hands-on
instruction, spots for both age
groups are strictly limited, and
early registration is highly en-
couraged. For more information,
visit museumofthebigbend.com/
education-program.

Campers are well equipped
Jor creative projects.

Veteran Owned

Alpine Pool and Spa LLC

Alpine, Texas
512-300-9947
donny@alpinepoolspa.com

Swimming Pool Design * Pool School
New Pool Installations + Remodels
Resurfacing * Service & Repair

All Major Brands

Donny Greenway CBP, CPO, CPI, Owner
“As always, Thank You for the opportunity to serve you!”

air Oul West

-+ PROPERTIES -
CLEAT L. STEPHENS, BROKER

SPECIALIZING IN TEXAS RANCH &
RURAL PROPERTIES

432.249.0401

THE MARFA PARKS AND
RECREATION BOARD

meets every third Thursday
of the month at 6:00pm
in the Casner Room at City Hall.

The public is invited to attend.
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